THIS WEEK AT FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
For the Weeks of July 14 and July 21, 2021
Please Note: This is a TWO week newsletter. The next one will be 7/28

A Note from Your Pastor
Friends,
There are a couple things I want to make sure you are aware of.
First, I will be out of town for camp and vacation in the coming weeks. Read on for details about when I’ll be gone
and who you should call in case of pastoral care needs.

I will see those of you who are at in-person worship on Sunday, July 18. Then Sunday afternoon I will head to
Newton for a week of counseling CYF (high school) camp. While I am at camp (July 18 - 24), the following people
are on call for your pastoral care needs:




Laura Kittrell
Melea White
Jon Feaver

I will then be back for worship on July 25 and again see many of you that Sunday.
On Monday, July 26 my family and I are leaving for a two week vacation. It’s unusual for us to travel for longer
than a week, but Jim has sabbatical from his job for the next three months and with the boys growing up quickly,
we decided to take advantage of the opportunity. We will have the chance to see friends we haven’t seen since
before COVID came into our lives, as well as to explore parts of the country we haven’t visited before. Years ago
we started visiting state capitols and we plan to add four more (Georgia, South Carolina, North Carolina, and
Virginia) to our list. We will return in time to be with you all as we celebrate Nancy Lang’s life the afternoon of
August 8.
While I am away, you will be well taken care of. Along with Laura, Kara will be back from her time of renewal. She
will preach in worship on August 8. And on August 1 you will have a guest preacher, Mike Kindred, with you. He is
a lovely human and I trust you all will welcome him warmly. During these weeks (July 26 - August 8) please call on
our other pastors for pastoral call needs:



Kara Seaton
Laura Kittrell

On a different note, we have been disappointed to discover that our online church directory is no longer working.
We had received notification from the company that did our directory that they would not be doing church
directories in the future. However, we did not realize that meant they were no longer supporting electronic
directories that had already been established. We are still trying to get a hold of them for confirmation of this, but
for now you should note that the online directory is not working.
Related to this, we are working to make sure that we have all of our information updated and then will make a
new directory and/or updates for the picture directory available to you. If you have recently had changes to your
contact information, feel free to email Peggy or I to make sure we didn’t lose the updates. Also, if you are new to
us and had only been using the online directory but hadn’t received a copy of the printed picture directory, let me
know and we’ll get you a hard copy.
We are sorry for any inconvenience this has caused you. I know I will miss this tool terribly!

With care, Jill
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Mark Your Calendars...
Join Bible Study using Zoom.
We meet at 12noon each
Wednesday.
Upcoming scriptures:
July 14 - Psalm 25
July 21 - John 6:24-35
July 28 - Ephesians 4:25-5:2

Frisbee Golf
Outing for Youth
Youth in 6th - 12th grades
are invited to go play Frisbee Golf on Friday, July 16 at
6pm. Interested youth can sign up here.

Hannah Circle...

FCC Connect - Thursdays @ 6pm
Join us for a time of conversation with friends from
FCC. We gather on Zoom each Thursday at 6pm.
You are always welcome.
Join us every week or once in a while.

Will meet on Monday, July 19 at 1pm.
This meeting will take a hybrid format
which means that those who want
and are able can come to meet in person at church,
while others can join the meeting through Zoom.
If you come in person and are not vaccinated, please
mask.

Join Us for Worship Each Sunday


In-Person Worship in the Sanctuary is
happening. Worship begins at 10am. We will
all
continue to mask regardless of vaccination
status.



To join us on Zoom, log in at 9:30am using the
zoom sign in information provided. We will begin
with fellowship and the sharing of prayers and
announcements. This time together will close at
10am as we begin online worship which is
accessed on YouTube.



You can also find weekly worship on YouTube.

Ladies’ Night Out Returns
Ladies Night Out returns in July. The first
“night out“ will be at 5:30pm, Thursday, July
15 at Monica’s Restaurant, 303 2nd St, Coralville. All ladies
of the church are welcome. It is a wonderful opportunity
to meet new people and also reconnect with old friends. If
you are interested just come at 5:30 and ask to be seated
with the church ladies. No RSVP is necessary.

Book Club is reading:
The Dutch House by Ann Patchett for
the July 22 meeting. The book is
about a brother and sister whose
mother leaves them behind at their newly acquired
Dutch House while she goes to work for poor people
in India.
We will meet at 7 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall.
Please wear masks.

August Ice Cream
Again this August we will serve ice cream
treats to friends and neighbors in the
parking lot on Mondays from 7 - 8pm.
Walk, bike or drive over and get your ice cream treat.
If you want to sit and visit, bring a lawn chair and see
who else comes by.
We are still looking for people to hand out ice cream
on Monday, August 23. If you are interested in doing
this, contact Pastor Jill by July 15.
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Letters to Campers
We encourage people from the congregation to write letters to those from First Christian who will be going
to church camp at the Christian Conference Center this summer.
You can send mail via USPS (mail by Monday of the week they are attending to ensure campers receive your
note) to campers at:
Camper name & camp attending
c/o Christian Conference Center
5064 Lincoln St.
Newton, IA 50208

You can also send a note via email to christianconferencecenter@gmail.com putting the Camper’s name &
camp attending in the subject line. Emails get printed each morning at the camp and given to campers
(they will not be able to reply).

If you are on Facebook and have not yet joined the “First Christian Church of Iowa City Connection” group, please
contact any of your pastors to join. This private group is a place to share and connect with others from FCC.

Children’s Moments Online
If you are coming to worship service and miss seeing the children’s moments, you can access them online at our
FCC Kids YouTube channel.

Did you read about the electronic directory in Pastor Jill’s article?
Please make sure if you have new contact information, you share it.
Directory updates will be shared soon. Thanks!

THE FLAVOR OF THE GOSPEL

“You are the salt of the earth. But what good is salt if it has lost its flavor?” (Matthew 5:13, NLT).
These words from Jesus might seem strange to us-can salt lose its flavor? But in New
Testament times, most of the salt used as seasoning, preservative, medicinal aid and more
came from the Dead Sea, where impurities often compromised its usefulness, especially its
flavor.
Jesus urges his disciples-including us-to not let the flavor of the gospel be suppressed in our
lives. What might do this? Teachings that treat patriotism, prosperity or any other value as
equal to Jesus; the tendency to elevate one nation, church denomination, theological
understanding or religious tradition above all others; such intense focus on the laws of ancient
Israel that we neglect the superseding grace of God. But neither should we force the gospel on
people, like overpowering their food by dumping in too much salt at once.
As followers of Jesus, we’re the salt of the earth. Let us use his good news to gently season
others’ lives with service and love.
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Worship Guide for Sunday Worship
The worship guide below serves as a bulletin for those who worship in person, on Zoom, or on YouTube.
Each week we post a worship service on YouTube. The new service is available beginning at 10am on Sunday. The
worship guide below can also be used independently by those who remain home and are without internet access.
In preparation for participating in worship, you are invited to gather food and drink to take at communion time.
Remember, these don’t have to be bread and juice or wine. You may also want to have a candle nearby to light.

This Worship Guide is for both July 18 and 25, 2021
Greeting
Hymn - “Woke Up This Morning” (7/18), “Precious Lord, Take My Hand” (7/25)
Prayer
Children’s Moment
Scripture
Matthew 5:21-26 (7/18 - excerpts printed)
So when you are offering your gift at the altar, if you remember that your brother or sister has something
against you, leave your gift there before the altar and go; first be reconciled to your brother or sister, and then
come and offer your gift.
Psalm 25 (7/25 - excerpts printed)
Turn to me and be gracious to me, for I am lonely and afflicted. Relieve the troubles of my heart, and bring me
out of my distress. Consider my affliction and my trouble, and forgive all my sins. Consider how many are my
foes, and with what violent hatred they hate me. O guard my life, and deliver me; do not let me be put to
shame, for I take refuge in you. May integrity and uprightness preserve me, for I wait for you.
Sermon
7/18 - Jesus reminds us that our love of God and love of neighbor are inseparable. How do broken relationships
in your life impact your relationship with God? Are you willing to seek and offer forgiveness? In what ways
could you be more faithful if forgiveness were more a part of your life?
7/25 - When do you call upon God? When things are difficult, do you remember that God is present with you?
What do you need God’s strength and help with today?
Offering
We appreciate all who are continuing their financial commitment to FCC using the USPS or the “Donate” button.
We also encourage you to consider other ways you can be an offering to the community and our world.

Communion
As you take communion, use this moment to commit your body again to God’s work and to invite God’s loving spirit
to flow through you.
Communion Music
Communion Prayer
Hymn - “Shalom to You Now” (7/18), “The Grace of God is Like a Road” (7/25)
Benediction
Thank you to those who joined our staff in leading worship this past Sunday: Dale Kepler (scripture reader), Jon
Feaver (Elder), Jim Michel & David Klein (A/V), Vern Duba (greeter), Mary Curtis and Don Anderson (ushers).

Sun

Mon

JULY
Tue

Wed

June 30.
Bible Study @
Zoom 12 Noon
VBS 6:30 PM

Out of Office:
Kara: July 4-24
Jill at camp: July
18-24
Jill: July 26 thru
Aug 8

4

5

6

Indoor Worship
10 AM
Online Worship @
Zoom 9:30 AM
YouTube 10 AM
Troop 2000 7 PM

11

12

Indoor Worship
10 AM
Online Worship @
Zoom 9:30 AM
YouTube 10 AM
Troop 2000 7 PM

Finance Team
6:30 PM

18

19

Indoor Worship
10 AM
Online Worship @
Zoom 9:30 AM
YouTube 10 AM
Laura’s PST 3 PM
Troop 2000 7 PM

Hannah Circle

25

26

Indoor Worship
10 AM
Online Worship @
Zoom 9:30 AM
YouTube 10 AM
Troop 2000 7 PM

13

20

@ Church & on
Zoom 1 PM

27

Thu
1

Fri
2

Sat
3

9

10

17

FCC Connect @
Zoom 6 PM

7

8

Bible Study @
Zoom 12 Noon

Clergy Cluster @
Zoom 11 AM
FCC Connect @
Zoom 6 PM

14

15

16

Bible Study @
Zoom 12 Noon
Jill’s PST 5 PM

Ladies Night Out @
Monica’s 5:30 PM
FCC Connect @
Zoom 6 PM

Youth Frisbee Golf
6 PM

23

24

30

31

21

22

Bible Study @
Zoom 12 Noon

Women Clergy
@ 10 AM
FCC Connect @
Zoom 6 PM
FCC Book Club @
church 7 PM

28

29

Bible Study @
Zoom 12 Noon

FCC Connect @
Zoom 6 PM
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(DISCIPLES OF CHRIST)
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We Are Returning to the Building
We are back in the church building for
worship and some other ministries.


Worship will begin at 10am in the
sanctuary. We will also continue to
gather for worship on Zoom at 9:30am
and to offer worship on YouTube.



Small groups will have the options to
meet indoors, outdoors, or on Zoom.
Groups will make these decisions
according to their needs and preferences.



At indoor gatherings that include all ages,
we will continue to mask regardless of
vaccination status.



Small groups with all vaccinated people
may choose to meet indoors without
masks.

