THIS WEEK AT FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
For the week of JULY 1, 2020
A Note from Your Pastor
Friends,
Last fall we adopted a Welcome Statement. You might remember it reads, “...At First Christian Church
of Iowa City/Coralville, we aspire to share God’s expansive and unconditional love with all, with respect
and positive regard for our human differences. Whatever your lived experience, skin color, native tongue
or dialect, ethnicity or nationality, gender identity, sexual orientation, relationship or family status, age,
size, physical or mental health, economic situation, addiction, ability or disability, education level,
profession, faith history, and politics … there is room for you at the table. It is God’s welcome and is
without limitations…”
We did this because it represents who we believe we are and who we continue to work to be, but
meanwhile we realized that we weren’t publicly sharing that information. While for decades we have
proclaimed that all are welcome, people had to actually take the risk to come in and get to know us in
order to actually know that it was so. So, we have made the choice to be more intentional about our
proclamation and our Welcome Statement is one way we have done that.
I’m excited to tell you about another step we have taken. As we talked about during the conversations
around inclusion and during the crafting of the Welcome Statement, one of our goals was to be
identified on the official list of Disciples of Christ churches that are Open & Affirming. This really could
have happened earlier as we had met all the criteria. However, the pandemic disrupted many things
and our finalizing of this got put on the back burner...until last week. As of now we are officially
identified as an Open & Affirming Disciples congregation. Now there is another way for people to
discover who we are.
As a celebration of this step, we are inviting you to make an offering to support AllianceQ—the Open &
Affirming Ministry of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ). The work that they do on behalf of the
whole denomination helps us learn and grow more welcoming together and work to advocate for the
rights of all people. If you would like to contribute to this special offering, you may do so by mailing a
check to FCC or using the “donate” button on the website. Please be sure mark your donation, “Open &
Affirming Offering.”
Missing you,

Jill

P.S. We have talked before about the need to be cautious in responding to emails asking for help. I am
aware that some have gone out this week from a false email address claiming to be mine. Please
always be cautious if you receive this type of email from anyone and check in using another form of
communication before responding.

Worship with Your Church Family on Zoom
If you would like to see others and share a time of fellowship on Sunday mornings, join us on Zoom.
Sign in between 9:45 and 10am. We will greet one another, worship together, and then share conversation after
worship. While just watching worship on YouTube on our own time can be convenient, the option to worship
together on Zoom gives us a chance to connect. If you are longing for connection, join us.
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UPCOMING EVENTS
Join Bible Study on Wednesdays
at 12:30pm using Zoom.
Upcoming scriptures:
July 1 - Genesis 1:1-2:3
July 8 - Ruth 1:15-18

FCC Connect - Schedule Change
Moving forward we will have one opportunity each
week for connecting on Zoom to socialize and touch
base. This will be Thursdays at 6pm. Since we now
have the Sunday morning Zoom opportunity, we will
no longer hold the Monday morning session. All are
invited on Thursday evenings!

Thank you!

Thank you to everyone who helped
make our first online VBS possible. From those who
led various parts to the families who participated, you
are all appreciated!



QuaranTEENS (6th-12th graders) will meet each
Thursday evening continuing through July @ 8pm

FCC Serving at Free Lunch in July
FCC will be serving at Free Lunch on July 14 with a limited number of volunteers. But there is one way everyone can help. Sign up here to provide food items.
Items can be dropped off at church on Friday, July 10
between 10am & 1pm. Pick up can also be arranged.

on Zoom w/ Jill & Kara. Check your email for the
link!

Please note that for security, Zoom links for meetings
involving children and youth are distributed to our
mailing list via email only. If you aren’t receiving the
emails and would like to take part, contact Kara @
icdisciple.kids@gmail.com

New to FCC? Join the pastors on Sunday, July 19 following Zoom worship (approximately 10:45am) for a time
of conversation with your church staff and others who have recently made First Christian their church home.

TRAIL of Johnson County, is a local membership-based nonprofit organization that serves older adults
who wish to remain in their own homes as they age. With the recent spike in COVID-19 cases, staying home is
key to staying healthy. But this can be difficult for older adults who have limited access to services, are struggling
financially, or are facing other obstacles to health and wellness.
TRAIL has recently revised the low-income requirements for their Supported Membership Program. For as little
as $10/year, depending on income, supported members have access to TRAIL volunteer services – including
transportation to medical appointments, no-contact grocery deliveries, friendly-visitor calls, yard work, and more
– in addition to other benefits that help keep members active, informed, and engaged.
If you have questions about the Supported Membership Program or other aspects of the organization, please call
the office at (319) 800-9003 or email info@trailofjohnsoncounty.org. Sue Mellecker, Member and Volunteer
Services Coordinator, will be happy to assist you.
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Antiracism Resource List
One of the things that came out of our Sacred Conversations: Racism series these last few weeks is that we created a
list of resources for those wishing to learn more. Our list is by no means exhaustive but is attached to the email
your newsletter came in. Below is a sampling of the list which includes brief videos, podcasts, books and action
items - for the complete list, see the email attachment.
Click the link to read/watch on the internet:
"White Privilege: Unpacking the Invisible Knapsack" by Peggy McIntosh https://nationalseedproject.org/KeySEED-Texts/white-privilege-unpacking-the-invisible-knapsack
"My White Friend Asked Me to Explain White Privilege, So I Decided to Be Honest" by Lori Lakin Hutcherson
https://www.opendemocracy.net/en/transformation/my-white-friend-asked-me-to-explain-white-privilege-so-idecide/
Stephen Colbert’s interview with Dr. Ibram X. Kendi (author of How to Be an A ntiracist) https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=dCUOX3NMd4U&feature=youtu.be
Rev. Dr. William Barber, "A Pastoral Letter to the Nation," May 31, 2020 https://www.breachrepairers.org/blogs/apastoral-letter-to-the-nation#
"'Unarmed Black Man' Doesn't Mean What You Think It Means" by Kelly McBride https://www.npr.org/sections/
publiceditor/2020/05/21/859498255/unarmed-black-man-doesnt-mean-what-you-think-it-means
Get Home Safely: Ten Rules of Survival by Salt Project https://www.saltproject.org/progressive-christianblog/2015/1/14/get-home-safely-10-rules-of-survival
Listen to:
Seeing White podcast https://www.sceneonradio.org/seeing-white/
“1619” is a New York Times audio series, hosted by Nikole Hannah-Jones, that examines the long shadow of
American slavery
Books to read:
The New Jim Crow: Mass Incarceration in the Age of Colorblindness by Michelle Alexandar
How to Be an Antiracist by Dr. Ibram X. Kendi

CHRISTIAN SYMBOL
SPARROW
Birds in general symbolize
God’s presence. Sparrows
represent God’s concern
and care even for those
thought insignificant. In
Jesus’ words, “Are not two
sparrows sold for a penny? Yet not one of them
will fall to the ground outside your Father’s
care. … So don’t be afraid; you are worth more
than many sparrows”
(Matthew 10:29, 31, NIV).

BIBLE QUIZ
What seemingly small act did Jesus specifically
say would be rewarded?
A. Giving a child a toy
B. Giving a lost traveler
directions
C. Giving someone a cup
of cold water
D. Giving a sad person a
hug

Answer: See Matthew 10:42.
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Worship Guide for Sunday Worship
Each week we post an electronic worship service on YouTube (and have an opportunity to gather together on
Zoom). The new service is available beginning at 10am on Sunday. The worship guide below will function
as a bulletin for those watching the worship service and can also be used independently by those who cannot
or choose not to access YouTube.
In preparation for participating in worship, you are invited to gather some sort of food and drink to take at
communion time. Remember, these don’t have to be bread and juice or wine. If you desire, you may also
want to have a candle nearby to light as we light the candle at the beginning of worship.

July 5, 2020
Greeting

Congregational Singing - “Peace Like a River”
Prayer
Take a moment to center yourself. Pay attention to the ways and places God shows up in your life.




Pray for those for whom housing insecurity continues or has worsened in these recent days.
Pray for those who struggle with mental health or addiction and who continue to have a lack of access to
the services they need.
Simply talk with God. What are the prayers of your heart?

Special Music - “All That You Need”
Scripture - Matthew 4:18-22
As he walked by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon, who is called Peter, and Andrew his brother,
casting a net into the sea—for they were fishermen. And he said to them, “Follow me, and I will make you
fish for people.” Immediately they left their nets and followed him. As he went from there, he saw two
other brothers, James son of Zebedee and his brother John, in the boat with their father Zebedee, mending
their nets, and he called them. Immediately they left the boat and their father, and followed him.
Children’s Moment/VBS Presentaion
Sermon - Following Jesus
Consider the following questions: What does it mean to be a follower of Jesus? How are you following Jesus?
The Vacation Bible School children learned that following Jesus means being in relationship with people,
having compassion, sharing, loving everyone, and being unified as we support and uphold one another. If today you were going to focus on one of those, which would it be? How would you do it?

Offering
During this time we appreciate all who are continuing their financial commitment to FCC using the USPS or the
“Donate” button on the website. We also encourage you to consider other ways you can be an offering
beyond our congregation, to the community and our world. Find an act of kindness to share today.
Communion
Jesus didn’t invite people to follow blindly, but to be in relationship. As we remember him each week at the
table, we are reminded that we are called into deep relationship with Jesus. As you take the elements of
communion, use this moment to commit your body again to God’s work and to invite God’s loving spirit to
flow through you.
Congregational Singing - “I Have Decided to Follow Jesus” (vs. 1 & 4)

Benediction

2020
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

3

4

10

11

1

2

Bible Study @ Zoom
12:30 PM

FCC Connect @
Zoom 6 PM

VBS Science @ Zoom
6:30 PM

VBS Story Q & A @
Zoom 6:30 PM
Quaran-TEENS (6th12th) @ Zoom 8 PM

5

6

Online Worship @
Zoom &YouTube
10 AM

Return to the
Building Task Force
@ Zoom 6 PM

12

13

Online Worship @
Zoom &YouTube
10 AM

Finance Team @
Zoom 6:30 PM

19

20

7

8

9

Food Drop-off
for Free Lunch
Executive Comm @ Quaran-TEENS (6th- 10 AM—1 PM @
Zoom 5:30 PM
12th) @ Zoom 8 PM
church

Bible Study @ Zoom
12:30 PM

FCC Connect @
Zoom 6 PM

14

15

16

Serve @ Free
Lunch 10 AM

Bible Study @ Zoom
12:30 PM

17

18

24

25

FCC Connect @
Zoom 6 PM
Quaran-TEENS (6th12th) @ Zoom 8 PM

21

Online Worship @
Zoom &YouTube
10 AM

22

23

Bible Study @ Zoom
12:30 PM

Women Clergy @
Zoom 10 AM

FCC Connect @
Zoom 6 PM
Quaran-TEENS (6th12th) @ Zoom 8 PM

26
Online Worship @
Zoom &YouTube
10 AM

27

28

29

30

Bible Study @ Zoom
12:30 PM

FCC Connect @
Zoom 6 PM
Quaran-TEENS (6th12th) @ Zoom 8 PM

31

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
(DISCIPLES OF CHRIST)
900 LINCOLNSHIRE PLACE
CORALVILLE, IA 52241-3615

Our regular schedule will
resume when it is safe to do so
For now we are worshipping virtually.
 Each week a new worship service is
posted to our YouTube Channel at
10am on Sunday.
 You are also welcome to join others
on Zoom on Sunday mornings at
9:45am. There we will share
fellowship and conversation as well as
watch the worship service.
All other meetings are also virtual.
For links or assistance, contact Pastor Jill.

