THIS WEEK AT FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
For the week of July 10, 2019

A Note From Your Pastor
Dear Friends,
There once was a little girl who could steal your heart with just one look. She was smart and kind. She was always
paying attention to the people and world around her. She made friends with children her own age and with people
generations older. She was responsible and wise beyond her years. I could tell you stories about conversations
overheard between she and her beloved brother, about the way she cared for her community after a tornado struck
and the courage with which she spoke about that occasion at a General Assembly two years later, about the younger
children she nurtured as a babysitter who played and taught and helped the little ones discover joy in the simplest of
places. This past weekend my family and I witnessed as she, now a young woman, married a man with a kind heart
who lives from a place of deep joy. And as we shared that occasion with them, these stories of her childhood,
stories from years of watching her grow and become her fuller self, kept coming to mind. It was like my memory
was on replay as I kept watching her grow over and over again from a small child to an amazing woman.
Stories not only remind us of where we have been. They point us toward where we are going. They shape who we
are and help us become who we will be. This is true as individuals and as communities.
This Sunday the scripture we will be exploring in worship reminds us of the importance of telling the stories of our
faith. And I am excited for us to remember some of the stories that shaped First Christian as a community. I hope
to share a story or two during worship - probably some you may not know and some we tell with regularity.
So, here’s an invitation to you. I would love for you to share with me (icdisciple.pastor@gmail.com) a story about
First Christian that matters to you and that has helped shape who we are as a community. Know that I might share
some of your stories in my sermon on Sunday. And know that even if I don’t share your story, I will love hearing
all of them. So, even if you don’t get a chance to do this immediately, I’d still love to hear from you. I am actually
hoping that I will learn a lot about the First Christian community through what you send me.
See you Sunday!

Jill

PS: Remember, I am around this week but then I will be counseling church camp next week which is immediately
followed by General Assembly. While I’m away please remember that there are others from the church on call and
ready to response to your pastoral care needs. Please don’t hesitate to call:
July 14-19: Kara Seaton (319-530-3255)
July 20-24: Linda Flinn (319-499-8411)

Are YOU Going To General Assembly?
With General Assembly so close to us this year, we have several folks who are going—some for the entire event,
others for a day or two. But we don’t know who all has plans to do so! If you plan to attend, would you please
send Pastor Jill a quick email (icdisciple.pastor@gmail.com) by Friday, July 12? This will allow us to both know
who is going and help connect people who might like to coordinate rides or share a meal together.
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UPCOMING EVENTS
Wednesday Bible Study meets at
12:30pm each week.
July 10 - Luke 10:38-42
July 17 - Luke 10:25-37

All Ladies Are Invited:
Hannah Circle on Monday, July 15 at 1pm
at the church.

Ladies Night Out on Thursday, July 18 at
5:30pm at Wig & Pen.
The General Assembly
will be July 20-24 in
Des Moines!

It’s not too late to
register. To do so,
visit here. Or if your time is limited, register on
site for $50/day.
And, if you want a discount on registration,
sign up to volunteer by visiting here.
Also, know that there is a reception to
celebrate the ministry of Bill Spangler-Dunning
who has served on our Regional Staff for the
last 20 years. Bill will be moving to Virginia.
The reception is Sunday, July 21 at the Forte
Banquet and Conference Center, 615 3rd St.,
Des Moines from 4 - 6pm with a program
starting at 4:30pm. This event will replace the
annual Congregational Gathering.
Participation in General Assembly is not
required to attend.

THE FCC BOOK CLUB

is reading a book of short
stories for our meeting at
Beth Smith's (Oaknoll) on
Thursday, July 25, at 7:30
PM. The book is Foreign
Ground by Kate Kasten, who will attend our
meeting.

SUMMER YOUTH ACTIVITY
Wednesday, July 17 we have an exciting
opportunity for youth! Those who will be
entering 6th grade though high school are
invited to spend the morning working at the
Coralville Food Pantry and the afternoon at the
Habitat for Humanity office, with a trip to the
build site (weather permitting). We will fill out
the day with lunch in between and a trip to the
trampoline park in IC at the end of the day. If
your youth is interested in attending, please
contact Kara Seaton by Sunday, July 14
@ icdisciple.kids@gmail.com
or 319-530-3255.

Potluck Updates
Each month, on the last
Sunday of the month, we share
a potluck meal together following worship. That
continues throughout the summer.
Usually Joann Cuppy is our coordinator, making
sure everything is ready and folks who are helping
know what to do. We are grateful for her
commitment to this. During July and August she
will be away on those Sundays. So, Jane John will
coordinate the July 28 potluck and Laurie Dahms
will coordinate the August 25 potluck.
We say thank you, in advance, to them for this
commitment and, just as we do when Joann is
coordinating, we recognize that the need for
additional helpers is VERY important. So, if you
can commit to assist with one of the various roles
(early set up at 9am, helping during the potluck,
or clean up), please sign up here or call the
church office to sign up.
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July Food Pantry Item:
Canned Fruit
Note: The Food Pantry no longer needs egg cartons. Thanks to those who have
brought them so faithfully. They are now receiving eggs in cartons rather than in bulk.

We encourage people from the congregation to write letters to our
campers this summer. A table of notecards is available in the narthex
along with the list of campers. Please stop by occasionally or every
week and write notes to our campers and the church office will take
care of mailing them!
You can also send mail via USPS to campers
at (mail by Mondays to make sure campers
receive your notes):
Camper name & Camp attending
c/o Christian Conference Center
5064 Lincoln St
Newton, IA 50208

or

Send an email christianconferencecenter@gmail.com
using the subject line for the campers name and camp
attending. Email is printed each morning at the camp and
given to the campers (they will not be able to reply).

Kids and adults alike love hearing from people at FCC!

Sunday, July 14, 2019
Scripture: Exodus 13:3-10, 14
Sermon: Telling Our Faith Stories

Although St. Paul is credited with writing the letter to
the Romans, he had one of his friends do the actual
penmanship. Toward the end of the letter, the
penman identifies himself. Who was it?
A. Tertius
B. Timothy
C. Lucius
D. Aquila
The answer can be found in Romans 16:22.

Sun

Mon

1

Tue

Wed

2

3

True Inclusion Book
Study 6 PM

Bible Study 12:30
Strings & Singers
7 PM

Thu

2019
Fri

Sat

5

6

FCC Office Closed

Pastor Jill on Vacation

7

8

Strings & Singers
9 AM
Worship 10 AM
Scouts 6 & 7 PM

9

10

11

Staff Meeting 10 AM
CRC Speakers
Bureau 3 PM
Finance Team
4:30 PM
True Inclusion Book
Study 6 PM

Bible Study 12:30
Ministry Planning
Team 6:30 PM

Executive Committee
5:30 PM

16

17

18

Bible Study 12:30
Strings & Singers
7 PM

Ladies Night Out @
Wig & Pen 5:30 PM

12

13

19

20

Jill Vacation

14

15

Strings & Singers
9 AM
Worship 10 AM
Scouts 6 & 7 PM

Hannah Circle 1 PM

Pastor Jill at Church Camp in Newton

21

22

23

Strings & Singers
9 AM
Worship 10 AM
Scouts 6 & 7 PM

24

25

Bible Study 12:30

FCC Book Club 7 PM
at Beth Smith’s

General Assembly July 20 thru July 24

28
Strings & Singers
9 AM
Worship 10 AM
Pot Luck 11:15 AM
Story Circle 12 noon
Scouts 6 & 7 PM

29

Gen. Assembly

30

31

Staff Meeting 10 AM

Bible Study 12:30
O & A Team 7 PM

26

27
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