THIS WEEK AT FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
For the week of JULY 8, 2020
A Note from Your Pastor
Friends,
For many people singing is an important part of worshipping, whether worshipping individually or when we
worship together. And if you have been reading much about the spread of COVID you may have read that when
it is safe to be back in the same space for worship, it is likely that singing will not be shared in the same way we
are used to. In light of the importance of music to our faith development (as well as the sadness many of us feel
at the thought of worshipping in the sanctuary without singing), our worship service theme for the remainder of
the summer will be “The God We Sing.”
Over the weeks of July and August we will sing some of our congregation’s most sung hymns and we will ask
ourselves questions like: What does this hymn proclaim about God? Why is this a song our congregation sings
more often than others? How does what we sing reflect our beliefs? How does our living reflect our beliefs?
Of course, after 28 years of ministry, one of the things I have learned is that there is little agreement among
people about which are “favorite hymns” or which are referred to when we say that we want to sing the “good
old hymns.” For some this about emotions that arise from fond childhood memories, for others it is about the
style of music, for others about the content of the lyrics.
Instead of trying to determine who likes which hymns or whose favorite hymns we should choose, I asked Laura
to give me a list of the songs that we have sung most often during Sunday morning worship in recent years.
These are the songs we will be examining and singing together. After all, choosing hymns for worship is not a
task Laura or I take lightly. Hymns are chosen with this congregation as well as the scripture passage and the
hymn’s sing-ability all in mind.
So, I will be looking forward to singing some songs we like to sing. I will be looking forward to asking questions
about them with you. I will be looking forward to reflecting on the passages that these songs grow out of (after
all, some come directly from the words of scripture) or the passages that we have chosen to pair them with.
The weeks ahead promise to be filled with good singing together. I hope you’ll worship with us each week!
Missing you,

Support O & A Ministries
You can support the Open & Affirming ministries of
the Disciples by:




Donating to FCC’s special offering for O & A
ministries. Write a check or use the donate
button—don’t forget to mark it “O & A offering”
Join Disciples Alliance using this link.

Jill

Ways to Join FCC for Worship
1.

Join the Zoom call on Sunday mornings to get a chance
to see others from FCC and watch the recorded worship
service together.

2.

Access the recorded worship service on our YouTube
channel anytime after 10am on Sundays.

3.

Request a printed manuscript of the worship service to
be mailed to you using the USPS.
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UPCOMING EVENTS
Join Bible Study on Wednesdays
at 12:30pm using Zoom.
Upcoming scriptures:
July 8 - Ruth 1:15-18
July 15 - Isaiah 43:1-4a



QuaranTEENS (6th-12th graders) will meet each
Thursday evening continuing through July @ 8pm
on Zoom w/ Jill & Kara. Check your email for the
link!

FCC Connect - Thursdays @ 6pm
Moving forward we will have one opportunity each
week for connecting on Zoom to socialize and touch
base. This will be Thursdays at 6pm. Since we now
have the Sunday morning Zoom opportunity, we will
no longer hold the Monday morning session.
All are invited on Thursday evenings!

FCC Serving at Free Lunch in July
FCC will be serving at Free Lunch on July 14 with a limited number of volunteers. If you volunteered to donate food, remember items can be dropped off at
church on Friday, July 10 between 10am & 1pm. If
you need items picked up, contact the church office.

New to FCC?
Join the pastors on Sunday, July 19 following Zoom
worship (approximately 10:45am) for a time of
conversation with your church staff and others who
have recently made First Christian their church home.

Email Pastor Jill (icdisciple.pastor@gmail.com) to
RSVP or with questions.

Please note that for security, Zoom links for meetings
involving children and youth are distributed to our
mailing list via email only. If you aren’t receiving the
emails and would like to take part, contact Kara @
icdisciple.kids@gmail.com

How to Be an Antiracist book study
You are invited to join conversation around the
book How to Be an Antiracist by Ibram X. Kendi.
We will meet four Wednesdays beginning July 22 at
6:30pm on Zoom. Please get a copy of the book
and read through chapter four before the first
meeting.

FCC Book Club
The FCC Book Club meets
on the fourth Thursday of
each month at 7pm via
Zoom. This month’s book is Eleanor Oliphant
Is Completely Fine by Gail Honeyman. The
meeting will be July 23.

Worship with Your Church Family on Zoom
If you would like to see others and share a time of fellowship on Sunday mornings, join us on Zoom. Sign in
between 9:45 and 10am. We will greet one another, worship together, and then share conversation after worship.
While just watching worship on YouTube on our own time can be convenient, the option to worship together on
Zoom gives us a chance to connect. If you are longing for connection, join us.
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BIBLE QUIZ
What is Gideon doing when
the angel of the Lord appears
to him with God’s call to lead
Israel’s fight against the
Midianites?
A. Threshing wheat
B. Harvesting grapes
C. Keeping sheep
D. Making a sacrifice to the Lord
Answer: See Judges 6:11

+CHRISTIAN SYMBOL+
Wheat
Many of Jesus’ parables liken the
kingdom of heaven to wheat growing
abundantly in a field, as opposed to
weeds planted by the evil one. When
God “sows” the gospel broadly, some
soil produces great crops of wheat
(believers, people who become part of God’s family);
elsewhere, wheat (belief) flourishes briefly or not at all.
Wheat also symbolizes the bread of Holy Communion
and Christ, the bread of life.

The following statement went out from CRC (Consultation of Religious Communities) of which
First Christian is a long time member.
The Consultation of Religious Communities consists of a diverse group of faith communities in Johnson
County. In the aftermath of the death of George Floyd and the resulting protests in this nation and around the
world, we wish to make our response known.
We believe deeply that Black Lives Matter and deplore the deaths of all people of color whose lives have been
ended through the excessive use of force by law enforcement officers. The pursuit of justice requires that such
actions be investigated and, when deemed criminal, be punished to the full extent of the law. We also express
our support of those in our community who protest these actions peacefully and emphatically, honoring the
fallen and demanding real change.
Recognizing that statements of support, demands for justice, and expressions of anger are necessary, we
hope they can be the beginning of serious change. However, we do not believe that they alone will change the
underlying systemic racism of our society. Racism will only be defeated when we reach out beyond
boundaries, truly get to know, and understand people who are not “our” color and begin to form new extended
communities of trust and communication.
To that end, we pledge to provide resources and tangible support to our faith communities in a concerted effort
to reach across lines of color for dialogue and understanding. Specifically, we will help them address these
tasks:
1. Becoming aware of the history of racism in our nation and its forms which exist today even in our faith
communities.

2. Becoming aware of the reality of “white privilege” and how it affects people of all colors.
3. Creating opportunities for listening to our neighbors of color to hear whatever they wish to share with us.
4. Creating opportunities for developing personal relationships across color lines in our respective faith
communities and neighborhoods.
5. Providing ongoing learning opportunities for the entire community when appropriate.
6. Supporting the positive steps toward change that are developed and implemented by our governing bodies
while maintaining an ongoing respectful dialogue with them.
We believe deeply that each person is created a child of God and loved by God without limit. Knowing this, we
will not rest until all forms of racism in our communities and in this county are identified, addressed, and
eliminated.
The Consultation of Religious Communities of Johnson County www.crc.org
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Worship Guide for Sunday Worship
Each week we post an electronic worship service on YouTube (and have an opportunity to gather together on
Zoom). The new service is available beginning at 10am on Sunday. The worship guide below will function
as a bulletin for those watching the worship service and can also be used independently by those who cannot
or choose not to access YouTube.
In preparation for participating in worship, you are invited to gather some sort of food and drink to take at
communion time. Remember, these don’t have to be bread and juice or wine. If you desire, you may also
want to have a candle nearby to light as we light the candle at the beginning of worship.

July 12, 2020
Greeting

Congregational Singing - “Morning Has Broken” (Chalice Hymnal #53)
Prayer
Take a moment to center yourself. Pay attention to the ways and places God shows up in your life.




Pray for those who are grieving, whether the grief is fresh or a long time companion.
Pray for those who are working within their spheres of influence to bring about a just and peaceful world.
Simply talk with God. What are the prayers of your heart?

Scripture - Genesis 1:1-2:3 (excerpts)
In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, the earth was a formless void and darkness
covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the face of the waters. Then God said, “Let
there be light”; and there was light….God saw everything that he had made, and indeed, it was very good.
And there was evening and there was morning, the sixth day. Thus the heavens and earth were finished, and
all their multitude. And on the seventh day God finished the work that he had done, and he rested on the
seventh day….
Children’s Moment
Sermon - Songs of Praise and Commitment
Consider the following questions: What do you notice about the first creation story in Genesis? Do you notice
the rhythm of the days? Do you notice the refrain of, “God said it was good”? Do you notice the intention
with which God added each amazing layer of creation? As you read this story and sing praises to God our
creator, how do you honor God? Through song? Through prayer? Though how you live with the rest of
creation? What responsibilities for creation do we have? How are you living responsibly in relationship to the
world around you?
Offering
During this time we appreciate all who are continuing their financial commitment to FCC using the USPS or the
“Donate” button on the website. We also encourage you to consider other ways you can be an offering
beyond our congregation, to the community and our world. Find an act of kindness to share today.
Communion
Bread and wine—the elements on Jesus’ table—come straight from the earth. They remind us of our
connection to God and to creation. As you take the elements of communion, use this moment to commit your
body again to God’s work and to invite God’s loving spirit to flow through you.
Congregational Singing - “Great is Thy Faithfulness” (Chalice Hymnal #86, vs. 1 & 2)
Benediction

2020
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

3

4

10

11

1

2

Bible Study @ Zoom
12:30 PM

FCC Connect @
Zoom 6 PM

VBS Science @ Zoom
6:30 PM

VBS Story Q & A @
Zoom 6:30 PM
Quaran-TEENS (6th12th) @ Zoom 8 PM

5

6

Online Worship @
Zoom &YouTube
10 AM

Return to the
Building Task Force
@ Zoom 6 PM

12

13

Online Worship @
Zoom &YouTube
10 AM

Finance Team @
Zoom 6:30 PM

19

20

7

26

9

Food Drop-off
for Free Lunch
Executive Comm @ Quaran-TEENS (6th- 10 AM—1 PM @
Zoom 5:30 PM
12th) @ Zoom 8 PM
church

Bible Study @ Zoom
12:30 PM

FCC Connect @
Zoom 6 PM

14

15

16

Serve @ Free
Lunch 10 AM

Bible Study @ Zoom
12:30 PM

17

18

24

25

FCC Connect @
Zoom 6 PM
Quaran-TEENS (6th12th) @ Zoom 8 PM

21

Online Worship @
Zoom &YouTube
10 AM
New to FCC
gathering @ Zoom
10:45 AM

Online Worship @
Zoom &YouTube
10 AM

8

27

28

22

23

Bible Study @ Zoom
12:30 PM
“How to Be an
Antiracist” Book
Study @ Zoom
6:30 PM

Women Clergy @
Zoom 10 AM
FCC Connect @
Zoom 6 PM
Book Club @
Zoom 7 PM
Quaran-TEENS (6th12th) @ Zoom 8 PM

29

30

Bible Study @ Zoom
12:30 PM
“How to Be an
Antiracist” Book
Study @ Zoom
6:30 PM

FCC Connect @
Zoom 6 PM
Quaran-TEENS (6th12th) @ Zoom 8 PM

31

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
(DISCIPLES OF CHRIST)
900 LINCOLNSHIRE PLACE
CORALVILLE, IA 52241-3615

Our regular schedule will
resume when it is safe to do so
For now we are worshipping virtually.
 Each week a new worship service is
posted to our YouTube Channel at
10am on Sunday.
 You are also welcome to join others
on Zoom on Sunday mornings at
9:45am. There we will share
fellowship and conversation as well as
watch the worship service.
All other meetings are also virtual.
For links or assistance, contact Pastor Jill.

