THIS WEEK AT FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
For the week of June 5, 2019

A Note From Your Pastor
Dear Friends,
On Sunday I talked about unity in my sermon. Unity is a core value of Jesus and of the Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ) and yet we all know how difficult it can be. It’s especially difficult because true unity is not
dependent upon our being alike, having the same experiences, or having the same beliefs. It is instead about
choosing to listen to those who are different from us, to learn from others, to create safe space for people to be who
they are, to honor people’s experiences even (and especially) when they are different from ours. Unity asks us to
see things through another person’s lens rather than trying to fit their experience into our own world view. And
when we make this commitment to look at things from a different angle, it is amazing what we can see.
Here’s an example. June is now known as Pride month and in a week and a half we will participate our local Pride
Festival. But some of us don’t realize that this is about more than flashy parades and rainbow colors. In fact, June
is Pride month because in June 1969 the Stonewall uprising occurred. The Stonewall, in Greenwich Village in
NYC, was a safe space for LGBTQ folks. After experiencing harassment and several late night police raids, those
gathered rightfully demanded their humanity and liberty. They claimed their right to a peaceful existence free from
fear of brutality. Those of us who identify with the gender we were assigned at birth and who are naturally shaped
for relationships with people of the opposite gender can hardly even imagine what it would be like to be persecuted
because of our gender expression or because of the gender of the person we love. And I think most LGBTQ folks I
know would celebrate that for us. But, the reality for many LGBTQ people, even still in 2019, is that they are
persecuted and sometimes in great danger. And unfortunately the church and the families of many of these folks
have been responsible for much harm done to them.
So, what does this have to do with unity? We don’t all have the same experience. Some of us identify as LGBTQ
and others don’t...some of our LGBTQ folks have been gifted with loving families and faith communities who kept
them safe while others haven’t. But, we can stand united around the truth of God’s love for everyone. And we can
stand united around the belief that everyone has the right to a peaceful and meaningful existence. While parades
are fun and rainbows make us smile, we really participate in Pride because of who we understand God to be and
who we have been and continue to become.

Jill

See you Sunday!

VBS Starts this Sunday
June 9-13, 2019
(For children who will be entering PreK—6th Grade in August)

5:30 pm Family Meal, 6:00 - 8:00 pm Program
REGISTER ONLINE HERE!
Food & Supply sign up here!
Crafts, activities, music, drama, games and more while kids learn about community and Habitat for Humanity! Join
us and invite a friend!
Contact icdisciple.kids@gmail.com for more information
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UPCOMING EVENTS
Wednesday Bible Study meets at
12:30pm each week.
June 5 - Deuteronomy 15:7-11
June 12 - Luke 14:1, 7-14

Join The Interfaith Build
Rain has been causing many
workdays at the Habitat sites
to be cancelled which makes
your participation even more important! Join others
from FCC on the Habitat Interfaith Build June 7 & 8.
Visit this page on the Habitat website TODAY to sign
up or to learn about other opportunities to volunteer
with this and other Habitat projects.

A Celebration of Ministry
Join us for Laura Kittrell’s commissioning
which will take place during morning
worship on Sunday, June 9.

Pentecost Offering
Each year at this time we participate in the Disciples’
Pentecost Offering. This offering goes to support the
establishment and ministry of new churches in our
denomination. Here in our region, we have a new
congregation in North Dakota. As we support this
offering let us also support the new congregations
with our prayers. Share your gifts on June 9.

Exploring FCC - Sunday, June 9
Are you new to First Christian (FCC)? Do you want
to learn more about the congregation and our
denomination? Join Pastor Jill for lunch and
conversation on June 9 from 11:30 am—1pm.
Please RSVP to Jill at icdisciple.pastor@gmail.com.
Nursery is available.

It’s almost time for Iowa City PRIDE and FCC will
again have a presence. Mark June 15 on your
calendars! You can participate by:


Working at the booth, greeting people and
answering questions (shifts between 11am and
6pm, bring a lawn chair)



Walking in the parade (gather at 11:30am at
Jefferson and Clinton; starts at noon; this year’s
route is all in the immediate downtown area)



Donating candy to be distributed during parade.
Can’t be there on June 15? This is a great way to
participate!

To sign up for any of these, click here.

PRIDE SINGERS NEEDED!
Looking for singers who would like to be part of a
small choir to sing at our booth at Pride Fest. If
you are interested, please contact Laura Kittrell at
icdisciple.music@gmail.com or call or text at
(319) 325-7673.

FCC BOOK CLUB
Is reading A River of Stars by Vanessa
Hua for discussion on Thursday, June 27.
Scarlett Chen's story of finding (or
not?) a place for her Chinese self and her
American baby is engaging and informative.
We'll meet at Martha Melton's home, at 7 p.m.

JUNE FOOD PANTRY ITEM:
Peanut Butter
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Thank You!
to Our Lord’s Church in Solon where Dennis Arnold pastors for the delicious kolaches they shared with us
on Sunday. Each year they use the FCC kitchen for baking and we are honored that they share some treats!

LETTERS TO CAMPERS
We encourage people from the congregation to write letters to our campers this summer. Beginning Sunday,
June 9 a table of notecards will be available in the narthex along with the list of campers. Please stop by
occasionally or every week and write notes to our campers and we will take care of mailing them!
You can also send mail via USPS to campers at (please mail by Mondays to make sure campers receive your
notes):
Camper name & Camp attending
c/o Christian Conference Center
5064 Lincoln St
Newton, IA 50208
OR you can email christianconferencecenter@gmail.com using the subject line for the campers name and camp
attending. Email is printed each morning and given to the campers (they will not be able to reply).

Kids and adults alike love hearing from folks from FCC!

Sunday, June 9, 2019
Scripture: Acts 2:1-21
Sermon: The Challenge of Pentecost

FUN IN THE SUN
Enjoy some summer-themed laughter while you lounge!
Seen on a church sign (and appropriate for grilling season): “God doesn’t make misteaks.”

Person approaching a shoreline: “Is this river any good for fish?”
Response: “It must be. I can’t get any of them to leave it.
Q: Why do people go to church in the summer?
A: It’s prayer-conditioned!
Q: Why was it so hot in the stadium after the game?
A: All the fans left.
Q: While hiking, how can you identify a dogwood tree?
A: By its bark.
Q: What do sheep have on sunny days?
A: A baa-baa-cue!

Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

1

BIRTHDAY’S

Pat Arnold/Piano
Recital 4 PM

3-Kevin Klein
4-Al Kittrell
4-Helen Grider
6-Mike Schluckebier

8-Ruth Ebersole
10-Mark Clark
10-Mark Hall
24-Anna Boerner
26-Jayse Steeples

27-Esias Grimes
29-Payton Steeples
29-Sharon Sass

2

3

4

5

6

Staff Mtg. 10 AM
Room 114 in use
6 PM

Bible Study 12:30
Strings & Singers
7 PM

Clergy Cluster
@ FCC 12 PM

S&S Warm-Up 9 AM
Worship 10 AM

MPT 101 @ 11:30
Scouts 6 & 7 PM

Sat

7

8
FCC Habitat Build

VBS Set-up

9

10

11

S&S Warm-Up 9 AM

12

13

14

Bible Study 12:30
Finance mtg. 4 PM

Worship 10 AM

Pride Festival
Parade 11:30
Pride Festival Booth
12:00

Laura’s
Commissioning
Exploring FCC 11:30

Vacation Bible School

16

17

S&S Warm-Up 9 AM

meals at 5:30 PM

19

20

Staff Mtg 10 AM

CRC @ Education
Center (2401 Scott
Blvd) 10 AM
Bible Study 12:30
Exec. Comm. 5 PM
Strings & Singers
7 PM

Ladies Night Out @
Red Lobster 5:30

25

26

27

Bible Study 12:30

FCC Book Club
7 PM @ Martha
Melton’s

VBS Share
Piano Recital 2:30
Scouts 6 & 7 PM

23
S&S Warm-Up 9 AM

24

Program at 6 PM to 8 PM

18

Worship 10 AM

Worship 10 AM

Story Circle & Snack
Lunch 11:15
Scouts 6 & 7 PM

30
S&S Warm-Up 9 AM
Worship 10 AM

Pot-Luck 11:15
Family Hike
Scouts 6 & 7 PM

15

ANNIVERSARY::
1-Nancy & John
McKinstry
3-Ramona & Ric
Gerard
11-Laura & Al
Kittrell

13–Kay & Dave
Hudson
27-Shannon & Carl
Esmann

21

22

28

29
WEDDING:
Kittrell/Estabrook
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(DISCIPLES OF CHRIST)
900 LINCOLNSHIRE PLACE
CORALVILLE, IA 52241-3615

Sunday Services:
9 AM Sunday School
10 AM Church Service
11 AM Coffee/Fellowship
Church Office Hours:
Monday thru Friday 9AM to 1PM
Phone #: 319-337-4181
Staff:

Pastor: Rev. Jill Cameron Michel
(home) 319-665-2276 (cell) 417-439-7391
icdisciple.pastor@gmail.com
Office Administrator: Peggy Bothell
icdisciple.sec@gmail.com
Music Director: Laura Kittrell
icdisciple.music@gmail.com
Director of Christian Formation: Kara Seaton

icdisciple.kids@gmail.com
Janitorial: Michael Hull
m.hull84@yahoo.com

