THIS WEEK AT FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
For the Week of JUNE 30, 2021
A Note from Your Pastor
Friends,
As I write this I am in the midst of a quick out-of-state trip to attend a funeral. As I write this I am anticipating
seeing many of you back in the church building for worship on Sunday. As I write this I am aware that the end of
July will be here before we know it and I am anticipating a trip which will allow my family to reconnect with a
number of friends we haven’t seen since before COVID entered our lives.
The list could continue.
And what each of these has is common is people. I am reminded time and time again that relationships are at the
heart of so much, not only of what I do, but of who I am. And that makes sense to me because my faith tells me
that we are built to be in relationships. We are built to live from love and to share our lives with other people.
Friends, I am glad to have you in my life. I am glad to share our journeys with each other. Thank you for the gift of
yourself.
With care, Jill

Worship Changes Begin July 4
This coming Sunday we will experience shifts in both in-person and Zoom worship. Please review the information
below so you are prepared.
In Person Worship Returns to the Sanctuary. Expect the following practices and protocols:


All worshippers and worship leaders will continue to mask regardless of vaccination status.



We will sit every other pew and have regard for others’ desire for physical distancing.



We will continue to use the self-contained communion kits.



Music will be part of our worship service but we will not yet begin congregational singing.



All ages will worship together in the sanctuary. We will not yet have a nursery.

Zoom Worship Continues but with the following changes:


Sign in to Zoom by 9:30am.



We will begin with greeting, announcements and the sharing of prayers.



We will then enjoy a time of fellowship.



We plan to have technology set up in the Conference Room at church so that those who are gathering at the
church can stop in during fellowship time and say hello to those who are signing in from home.



A few minutes before 10am we will put the link to YouTube in the chat. Each household will click the link to
begin worship rather than having the host screen share the worship service.



The Zoom session will end at 10am.

Questions? Just ask!
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Mark Your Calendars...
Join Bible Study using Zoom.
We meet at 12noon each
Wednesday.
Upcoming scriptures:
June 30 - John 14:1-7
July 7– Matthew 5:21-26

This is the last week of Vacation Bible School. On
June 30 (tonight), in addition to the online option, VBS will meet in person at 6:30pm on the
back lawn at the church.
If you have questions reach out to Kara
(icdisciple.kids@gmail.com)

FCC Connect - Thursdays @ 6pm
Join us for a time of conversation with friends from
FCC. We gather on Zoom each Thursday at 6pm
using the link provided.
Join us every week or once in a while.

Join Us for Worship Each Sunday


In-Person Worship in the Sanctuary will begin
Sunday. Worship will begin at 10am. We will all
continue to mask regardless of vaccination
status.



To join us on Zoom, log in at 9:30am using the
link provided. We will begin with fellowship and
the sharing of prayers and announcements. This
time together will close at 10am as we begin
worship using the YouTube link.



You can also find weekly worship on YouTube.

At Vacation Bible School this
summer, woven into the Bible
stories, crafts and activities, is an
awareness of just how many
people in our world don't have
the clean water they need for
drinking, cooking, brushing teeth,
washing hands and caring for babies (by the way, that
figure is about 40%). Our curriculum is partnered with
Living Waters for the World, a ministry that works
with communities around the world to implement
and operate sustainable water purification systems
and health education programs. As we learn about
just a few communities in our world who have
benefited from water purification, we are
encouraging our VBS families to consider donating to
this important ministry, and would like to
invite the congregation to join us in support of this as
well. Just $5 is the equivalent cost of providing
safe water for 1 family for 1 month. If you would
like to contribute, please mail donations to the church
or use the donate button on our website - be sure to
mark your donation for "Living Waters for the World."
Thank you for your support!

Ladies Night Out Returns
Ladies Night Out returns in July. The first
“night out“ will be at 5:30pm, Thursday, July
15 at Monica’s Restaurant, 303 2nd St, Coralville. All ladies
of the church are welcome. It is a wonderful opportunity
to meet new people and also reconnect with old friends. If
you are interested just come at 5:30 and ask to be seated
with the church ladies. No RSVP is necessary.

Frisbee Golf Outing for Youth
Youth in 6th - 12th grades are invited to go play Frisbee
Golf on Friday, July 16 at 6pm. Interested youth can sign
up here. Questions? Ask Jay Thomas.
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Children’s Moments Online
If you are coming to outdoor worship and miss seeing the children’s moments, you can access them online at
our FCC Kids YouTube channel.

If you are on Facebook and have not yet joined the “First Christian Church of Iowa City Connection” group,
please contact any of your pastors to join. This private group is a place to share and connect with others from
FCC.

Letters to Campers
We encourage people from the congregation to write letters to those from First Christian who will be going
to church camp at the Christian Conference Center this summer.
You can send mail via USPS (mail by Monday of the week they are attending to ensure campers receive your
note) to campers at:
Camper name & camp attending
c/o Christian Conference Center
5064 Lincoln St.
Newton, IA 50208
You can also send a note via email to christianconferencecenter@gmail.com putting the Camper’s name &
camp attending in the subject line. Emails get printed each morning at the camp and given to campers
(they will not be able to reply).

BIBLE QUIZ
What word can be placed in
all four blanks to complete
this Bible passage?

“But just as he who called you is _____, so be _____
in all you do; for it is written: ‘Be _____, because I am
_____.’”
A. righteous
B. holy
C. loving
D. merciful
Answer: See 1 Peter 1:15-16, NIV.

SEEING STARS
The stars shine over the mountains,
the stars shine over the sea,
The stars look up to the mighty God,
the stars look down on me;
The stars shall last for a million years,
a million years and a day,
But God and I will live and love,
when the stars have passed away.
—Robert Louis Stevenson
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Worship Guide for Sunday Worship
The worship guide below serves as a bulletin for those who worship in person, on Zoom, or on YouTube.
Each week we post a worship service on YouTube. The new service is available beginning at 10am on Sunday. The
worship guide below can also be used independently by those who remain home and are without internet access.
In preparation for participating in worship, you are invited to gather food and drink to take at communion time.
Remember, these don’t have to be bread and juice or wine. You may also want to have a candle nearby to light.

July 4, 2021
Greeting
Hymn - In This Very Room
Prayer

Children’s Moment - Vacation Bible School celebration
Scripture - Ephesians 3:14-21
When I think of all this, I fall to my knees and pray to the Father, the Creator of everything in heaven and on
earth. I pray that from his glorious, unlimited resources he will empower you with inner strength through his
Spirit. Then Christ will make his home in your hearts as you trust in him. Your roots will grow down into God’s love
and keep you strong. And may you have the power to understand, as all God’s people should, how wide, how long,
how high, and how deep his love is. May you experience the love of Christ, though it is too great to understand
fully. Then you will be made complete with all the fullness of life and power that comes from God.
Now all glory to God, who is able, through his mighty power at work within us, to accomplish infinitely more than
we might ask or think. Glory to him in the church and in Christ Jesus through all generations forever and ever!
Amen.
Sermon - Becoming God’s People
What would you feel if someone prayed this prayer for you? What impact would that have? What about our faith
community? If this prayer were prayed for us together, how would it change us? What does this prayer ask of us
as we strive always to be more faithful?
Offering
We appreciate all who are continuing their financial commitment to FCC using the USPS or the “Donate” button.
We also encourage you to consider other ways you can be an offering to the community and our world.
Communion
As you take communion, use this moment to commit your body again to God’s work and to invite God’s loving spirit
to flow through you.
Communion Music
Communion Prayer
Hymn - We Are Walking
Benediction
Thank you to those who joined our staff in leading worship this past Sunday: John McKinstry (online music leader),
Jay Thomas (children’s moment), Melea White and Melody White-Haar (scripture reader and communion prayer).
Thanks also to Craig Jones, David Klein, and Cameron, Jim & Teegan Michel for faithfully setting up outdoor
worship each week, running sound and, along with other helpers, putting things away after worship.

Sun

Mon

JULY
Tue

Wed

June 30.
Bible Study @
Zoom 12 Noon
VBS 6:30 PM

Out of Office:
Kara: July 4-24
Jill at camp: July
18-24
Jill: July 26 thru
Aug 8

4

5

6

Indoor Worship
10 AM
Online Worship @
Zoom 9:30 AM
YouTube 10 AM
Troop 2000 7 PM

11

12

Indoor Worship
10 AM
Online Worship @
Zoom 9:30 AM
YouTube 10 AM
Troop 2000 7 PM

Finance Team
6:30 PM

18

19

Indoor Worship
10 AM
Online Worship @
Zoom 9:30 AM
YouTube 10 AM
Laura’s PST 3 PM
Troop 2000 7 PM

Hannah Circle

25

26

Indoor Worship
10 AM
Online Worship @
Zoom 9:30 AM
YouTube 10 AM
Troop 2000 7 PM

13

20

@ Zoom 1 PM

27

Thu
1

Fri
2

Sat
3

9

10

17

FCC Connect @
Zoom 6 PM

7

8

Bible Study @
Zoom 12 Noon

Clergy Cluster @
Zoom 11 AM
FCC Connect @
Zoom 6 PM

14

15

16

Bible Study @
Zoom 12 Noon
Jill’s PST 5 PM

Ladies Night Out @
Monica’s 5:30 PM
FCC Connect @
Zoom 6 PM

Youth Frisbee Golf
6 PM

23

24

30

31

21

22

Bible Study @
Zoom 12 Noon

Women Clergy
@ 10 AM
FCC Connect @
Zoom 6 PM
FCC Book Club 7

28

29

Bible Study @
Zoom 12 Noon

FCC Connect @
Zoom 6 PM
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(DISCIPLES OF CHRIST)
900 LINCOLNSHIRE PLACE
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We Are Returning to the Building
Beginning in July, worship and some other
gatherings will return to the church building.


Worship will begin at 10am in the
sanctuary. We will also continue to
gather for worship on Zoom at 9:30am
and to offer worship on YouTube.



Small groups will have the options to
meet indoors, outdoors, or on Zoom.
Groups will make these decisions according to their needs and preferences.



At indoor gatherings that include all ages,
we will continue to mask regardless of
vaccination status.



Small groups with all vaccinated people
may choose to meet indoors without
masks.

Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has
welcomed you, for the glory of God. Romans 15:7
At First Christian Church of Iowa City/Coralville, we
aspire to share God’s expansive and unconditional love
with all, with respect and positive regard for our human
differences. Whatever your lived experience, skin
color, native tongue or dialect, ethnicity or nationality,
gender identity, sexual orientation, relationship or family
status, age, size, physical or mental health, economic
situation, addiction, ability or disability, education level,
profession, faith history, and politics …
there is room for you at the table.
It is God’s welcome and is without limitations.
By God’s grace and following Jesus’ example,
we invite you to join us in community and communion.
We embrace you as a fellow child of God,
equally and deeply loved and with full access to the
kin-dom that we strive to inhabit.
If you are among us, you are one of us.

