THIS WEEK AT FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
For the Week of June 29, 2022
A Note From Your Pastor
Friends,
It was the first Sunday in July last year when we returned to worshiping in the sanctuary after more than a year of
worshiping opportunities online (using YouTube and Zoom) and in person (on the front lawn). I want to pause to
recognize this and to say thank you for the ways you all have worked to make being together as safe as possible, as
well as the ways you have honored the choices of folks who haven’t been ready to return to the sanctuary. Thank
you to the ways you have embraced technology as an important way we can stay connected even now as more of us
are comfortable being physically in the same space. I also want thank you for this commitment, not only over the
last year, but this continued commitment to safety for “the least” among us.
Of course anytime we talk about anything COVID related, I can’t help but ask some questions about the church and
how we not only have functioned differently in the immediate time after COVID entered our lives, but how we will
be different in the future. The reality is that many of the questions that became pressing with COVID were already
entering the conversation. This is true for churches, schools, workplaces, even families. Pre-COVID there were
churches with online worship, schools offering degree programs online, families gathering (back then, usually on
Skype or Facetime) on their devices. It was happening, but COVID made these realities more widespread.
The questions are even bigger, though, than what platforms we will gather on and whether virtual gatherings have
the same value as in person. The questions are also about community and what it means to be connected in new
ways. The questions are also about values and what is important to us.

So, when thinking about church life, I find myself curious about the following things:
 What value does being part of this community of faith have for you?
 What are the most important ways for you and your family to connect with your faith community?
 What do you miss that we haven’t done since COVID came into our lives?
 What do you not miss that used to be part of our life together at the church?
 What do you wish we were doing more of or what new ideas do you wish we would embrace?
 What ways can the church better support you in living out your faith?
I am not going to send out a survey or set up an online response tool, but I really would like for you to give some
consideration to these questions and to share your feedback. Send me an email, write me a note, schedule a time
with me to visit. I really would love to hear from you.
Hope to see you Sunday!

With Care, Jill

We Need Your Ideas and Leadership!
It is time to gather the Fall Ministry Planning Team. This group of people will work to dream, plan, and coordinate
ministries and activities around First Christian from September through December. This means that this group will
dream about: fall mission opportunities, Welcome! Sunday, World Communion Sunday, Children’s Sabbath,
Advent and Christmas. We are looking for people with a passion for worship, for faith formation, for missions, or
simply for any of these seasons or occasions. ALL VOICES are welcome and wanted on this team.
If you would like to participate or have questions, please let Pastor Jill (icdisciple.pastor@gmail.com) know BY
July 8 so we can plan a first meeting for mid-July.
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Mark Your Calendars
Join Bible Study using Zoom.
We meet at 12noon each
Wednesday.
Upcoming scriptures:
June 29 - Acts 2:42-47
July 6 - Isaiah 58:6-9

FCC Connect - Thursdays @ 6pm
Join us for a time of conversation with friends from
FCC. We gather on Zoom each Thursday at 6pm.
You are invited every week or once in a while. Come
see old friends or meet new ones.

Come Join the
Parade
FCC is joining the Coralville
4th of July parade which
takes place at 10am that morning. The 2-mile
parade begins at the corner of 9th Street and 22nd
Ave. To sign up to participate either by walking or
bringing your bicycle and riding, visit this SignUp.
We also will be looking for candy donations to hand
out at the parade - a donation bin is in the narthex
at church. Questions? Contact Joann Cuppy
(gecuppy@kctc.net, 319-383-1897).

Book Club
The selection for July’s reading is
Dear Edward, by Ann Napolitano.
12-year-old Edward loses his
family in a plane crash. He is the lone survivor on
the entire flight. “When you’ve lost everything, how
do you find the strength to put one foot in front of
the other?”

Music on Mondays
Each Monday evening at 7pm throughout the
summer we are hosting an activity on the front
lawn.
In July we will have “Music on Mondays.” These
concerts are for all ages. Check the schedule below
or visit our website for more details.
July 4: No Music on Monday due to the holiday

July 11: Castle Ridge (Joy & Mark Clark) - bluegrass,
country, swing
July 18: Kirk Weitzell and Gale Cuppy - early
country, early rock
July 25: Al Zimmerman - old standard, jazz, swing,
and Thaddeus Zimmerman - classic & period rock,
originals

Bring a lawn chair and come join the fun!

Building a Better
Community with
Habitat for humanity
In July our mission focus will be on Habitat for
Humanity. Folks from First Christian will be working
together on building sites on Thursday, July 7 (8am noon) and Saturday, July 30 (8am - noon). People
age 16 and over are invited to work on Habitat
sites. We can have up to 10 people work each shift
and need RSVPs ahead of time. To reserve your
spot on one or both of these shifts, contact Jon
Feaver (jcfeaver@yahoo.com, 319-321-2889).
We are also receiving an offering for our local
Habitat for Humanity throughout the month of July.
Mark your check or use Realm’s online giving
(Habitat is a menu choice under Special Offering Local).
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Worship Guide for Sunday Worship
The worship guide below serves as a bulletin for those who worship on YouTube.
Each week we post a worship service on YouTube. The new service is available beginning at 10am on Sunday. The
worship guide below can also be used independently by those who remain home and are without internet access.
In preparation for participating in worship, you are invited to gather food and drink to take at communion time.
Remember, these don’t have to be bread and juice or wine. You may also want to have a candle nearby to light.

July 3, 2022
Greeting
Hymn - “God, Whose Giving Knows No Ending” #606
Pastoral Prayer

Children’s Moment
Scripture - Matthew 25: 31-44
“...for I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and
you welcomed me, I was naked and you gave me clothing, I was sick and you took care of me, I was in prison and
you visited me.” Then the righteous will answer him, “Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry and gave you
food, or thirsty and gave you something to drink? And when was it that we saw you a stranger and welcomed you,
or naked and gave you clothing? And when was it that we saw you sick or in prison and visited you?” And the king
will answer them, “Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who are members of my family, you
did it to me.
Sermon - “Imagine a World with More Compassion”
Offering
We appreciate all who are continuing their financial commitment to FCC using the USPS or the “Donate” button.
We also encourage you to consider other ways you can be an offering to the community and our world.
During the month of July we will receive a special offering to support the work of Habitat for Humanity.
Communion Hymn - “God of the Fertile Fields” #695
Communion
As you take communion, use this moment to commit your body again to God’s work and to invite God’s loving spirit
to flow through you.
Communion Music
Communion Prayer
Hymn - “Jesu, Jesu” #600
Benediction

Thank You!
Thank you to those who joined our staff in leading worship on Sunday, June 26: Sheree Williams and Jan Ricklefs
(Greeters), Julie and Andrew King (Ushers), Spencer King (Acolyte), Elain Donnoe (Children’s Moment), Marcus
Seaton (Scripture Reader), Rachel Bogs (Music), David Klein (Elder), Jim and Cameron Michel (A/V), Sharon Sass
(Fellowship time host).
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