THIS WEEK AT FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH

FOR THE WEEK OF JUNE 29, 2022
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Friends,

It was the first Sunday in July last year when we returned to worshiping in the sanctuary after more than a year of
worshiping opportunities online (using YouTube and Zoom) and in person (on the front lawn). I want to pause to
recognize this and to say thank you for the ways you all have worked to make being together as safe as possible, as
well as the ways you have honored the choices of folks who haven’t been ready to return to the sanctuary. Thank
you to the ways you have embraced technology as an important way we can stay connected even now as more of us
are comfortable being physically in the same space. I also want thank you for this commitment, not only over the
last year, but this continued commitment to safety for “the least” among us.

Of course anytime we talk about anything COVID related, I can’t help but ask some questions about the church and
how we not only have functioned differently in the immediate time after COVID entered our lives, but how we will
be different in the future. The reality is that many of the questions that became pressing with COVID were already
entering the conversation. This is true for churches, schools, workplaces, even families. Pre-COVID there were
churches with online worship, schools offering degree programs online, families gathering (back then, usually on
Skype or Facetime) on their devices. It was happening, but COVID made these realities more widespread.

The questions are even bigger, though, than what platforms we will gather on and whether virtual gatherings have
the same value as in person. The questions are also about community and what it means to be connected in new
ways. The questions are also about values and what is important to us.

So, when thinking about church life, I find myself curious about the following things:
o What value does being part of this community of faith have for you?

e What are the most important ways for you and your family to connect with your faith community?

e What do you miss that we haven’t done since COVID came into our lives?

o What do you not miss that used to be part of our life together at the church?

o What do you wish we were doing more of or what new ideas do you wish we would embrace?

o What ways can the church better support you in living out your faith?

I am not going to send out a survey or set up an online response tool, but I really would like for you to give some
consideration to these questions and to share your feedback. Send me an email, write me a note, schedule a time
with me to visit. I really would love to hear from you.

Hope to see you Sunday! = With Care, Jill

WE NEED YOUR IDEAS AND LEADERSHIP!

I t 1 s t me FdllMinisgryPlarniagiTeam.h e Thi s group of peopl e wild.l
ministries and actvites around First Christan fro
dream about: fall mi ssion opportunites, QWeSachobmaet!h ,
Advent and Chri st mas. We are | ooking for people
simply for any of these seasons or occasions. AL

If you would like to participate or have questions, please let Pastor Jill (icdisciple.pastor@gmail.com) know BY
July 8 so we can plan a first meeting for mid-July.
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https://icdisciples.org/mondaysatfcc
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WORSHIP GUIDE FOR SUNDAY WORSHIP
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