THIS WEEK AT FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
For the week of June 26, 2019

A Note From Your Pastor
Dear Friends,
One of the things that I have always loved about being part of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) is
that we understand ourselves not to be about a single congregation or even a single denomination, but we
understand ourselves to be part of the church universal. This means that we do many things cooperatively with
other Disciples congregations as well as participating in many ecumenical and interfaith efforts. I firmly believe
that this makes us better.
As a pastor it also means that I have time and even the expectation that while I am the pastor of this
congregation, my ministry isn’t only within these walls or to the people listed in FCC’s directory. Regularly this
means that I serve on the board of Ecumenical Towers, as president of CRC (Consultation of Religious
Communities), as part of an interfaith clergy women’s group, and more.
It also means I have two opportunities coming up in July that allow me to connect more broadly with the
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ). July 14-19 I will be at the Christian Conference Center in Newton where I
will counsel CYF (high school youth) camp. Since CYF camp was so formative to both my life and my calling, it
is a fitting place for me to serve. Then I will turn around and head right back to Des Moines (after doing a load or
two of laundry) for General Assembly which is July 20-24. This gathering fills my soul and gives me a chance to
connect with old and new friends from across the denomination.
I am glad that these connections are valued by our congregation. I am glad that you all understand the
importance of having your pastor and your church out in the community and the world.
Because this means that, especially over the next month, I’ll be out of town quite a bit (we also have a
wedding to attend at the beginning of July), please make note of the information below about who will be on call
for pastoral care needs:
July 3-7: Sara Riggs (319-541-0045)
July 14-19: Kara Seaton (319-530-3255)
July 20-24: Linda Flinn (319-499-8411)
On a different note: thanks to those who participated in Sunday’s story circle as we shared our own
experiences of inclusion and exclusion. We were reminded in that conversation that intentional inclusion isn’t just
about making room for people of a different race, gender identity or sexual orientation. We talk frequently about
those categories of people because heartbreakingly those are so often the ones where we see acts of violence
happening. But the reality is that all of us know what it is to be excluded whether it is because of our own gender,
our philosophical or theological understandings, a move of schools or homes especially at a tender age, a divorce,
our socioeconomic status or something else. Thank you to those who participated and who had the courage to
share their memories of exclusion as well as the heartwarming and hopeful experiences of inclusion.
See you Sunday!

Jill

It’s Pot Luck Sunday
This Sunday (June 30) is our monthly pot luck after worship. Please bring a dish to share and your own reusable
place setting (disposable will be available if you forget). Remember, we are working to reduce trash and now
even have a compost pile. We still need help with set up and clean up - sign up here. And plan to hike after
eating (more information on page 2).
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UPCOMING EVENTS
Wednesday Bible Study meets at
12:30pm each week.
June 26 - Luke 14:16-23
July 3 - Exodus 13:3-10, 14

FCC BOOK CLUB
Is reading A River of Stars by
Vanessa Hua for discussion on
Thursday, June 27. Scarlett Chen's
story of finding (or not?) a place for her Chinese
self and her American baby is engaging and
informative. We'll meet at Martha Melton's home,
at 7 p.m.

You Are Invited
To First Christian to celebrate with
Morgan Kittrell and James Estabrook
as they unite their lives in marriage.

Saturday, June 29 at 2pm

June 30 following the potluck, families
are invited to go on a hike for some
afternoon exercise and fellowship!
Consider bringing: water bottle, bug
spray, sunscreen, hat and comfortable
walking shoes. We will meet at the
church and travel by car to a trail at the Coralville
Reservoir (trail conditions will dictate which trail).
Call or text Kara with any questions the day of at
319-530-3255.

JUNE FOOD PANTRY ITEM:
Peanut Butter
This is the last Sunday in June, bring
your items soon!

Conversations with Kara
As part of my supervised ministry training, I invite you to have
conversation with me as I grow in the area of pastoral care.
Plan for our time together to last 45 minutes to an hour
and we can meet at your home, the church or another
location of your choosing. There is a paper sign up at
church or sign up online.
Thank you for your continue support! Kara Seaton

True Inclusion Book Study
You are invited to join us for a book study on
Brandan Robertson’s book True Inclusion. The
book is available through the church for $13. The
study is on Tuesdays through July 9, 6—7:30pm.
A nursery is available for children. Join us for as
many weeks as you can or, if you are unable to
participate, just get the book and read it alongside
the group.
Readings for the coming weeks are as follows:


July 2: chapters 4—6



July 9: chapter 7, Conclusion and Appendix 1.

The General Assembly is almost here! We will be
gathering with Disciples from all over in Des Moines at
the Iowa Events Center July 20-24 for wonderful
worship services, educational events, mission
opportunities, children & youth activities, and so much
more!
It’s not too late to register. To do so, visit here. Or if
your time is limited, register on site for $50/day.
And, if you want a discount to your registration, sign
up to volunteer by visiting here.
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We encourage people from the congregation to write letters to our campers
this summer. A table of notecards is available in the narthex along with the
list of campers. Please stop by occasionally or every week and write notes to
our campers and the church office will take care of mailing them!

You can also send mail via USPS to campers at
(mail by Mondays to make sure campers
receive your notes):
Camper name & Camp attending
c/o Christian Conference Center
5064 Lincoln St
Newton, IA 50208

or

Send an email christianconferencecenter@gmail.com
using the subject line for the campers name and camp
attending. Email is printed each morning at the camp and given to
the campers (they will not be able to reply).

Kids and adults alike love hearing from people at FCC!

Sunday, June 30, 2019
Scripture: Acts 10:1-15, 45-48
Sermon: I Celebrate A Church...

The New Testament encourages Christians to remember that we have a responsibility
to respect governmental authority. Good government is seen to be “God’s servant for
your good” (Romans 13:4, NRSV).
It was for that reason that St. Paul told the Roman Christians to “pay to all what is due
them — taxes to whom taxes are due, revenue to whom revenue is due, respect to
whom respect is due, honor to whom honor is due” (Romans 13:7, NRSV).
But what if a government is corrupt and against God and the Church? St. John, toward the end of the first
century, would not bow down to Caesar and hail him as a god. Neither would many other Christians. What was
John’s advice to his fellow Christians under such circumstances?
A. No longer bow down to those who defile you and the name of the Lord.
B. Ignore the ruler who is a haughty and blasphemous beast.
C. Endure the pain and remain faithful to God.
The answer is in the final phrase of Revelation 13:10.

Sun

Mon

2
9
16
23

3
10
17
24

S&S Warm-Up 9 AM
Worship 10 AM

Story Circle & Snack
Lunch 11:15
Scouts 6 & 7 PM

JUNE 2019
Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

4
11
18
25

5
12
19
26

6
13
20
27

7
14
21
28

1
8
15
22
29

True Inclusion Book
Study 6 PM
Ministry Planning
Team 7:30 PM

Bible Study 12:30

FCC Book Club
7 PM @ Martha
Melton’s

30

ANNIVERSARY

S&S Warm-Up 9 AM

27-Shannon & Carl
Esmann

Worship 10 AM

Pot-Luck 11:15
Family Hike 12 noon
Scouts 6 & 7 PM

Sun

Kittrell/Estabrook
Wedding 2 PM

Mon

Tue

Wed

1

2

3

True Inclusion Book
Study 6 PM

Bible Study 12:30
Strings & Singers
7 PM

22-Joy & Mark Clark
31-Tara & Steve
Clark

Thu

2019
Fri

Sat

5

6

FCC Office Closed

Pastor Jill on Vacation

7

8

Strings & Singers
Warm up 9 AM
Worship 10 AM
Scouts 6 & 7 PM

9

10

11

Staff Meeting 10 AM
CRC Speakers
Bureau 3 PM
Finance Team
4:30 PM
True Inclusion Book
Study 6 PM

Bible Study 12:30
Ministry Planning
Team 6:30 PM

Executive Committee
5:30 PM

17

18

12

13

19

20

Jill Vacation

14
Strings & Singers
Warm up 9 AM

15

16

Bible Study 12:30
Strings & Singers
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(DISCIPLES OF CHRIST)
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Sunday Services:
9 AM Sunday School
10 AM Church Service
11 AM Coffee/Fellowship
Church Office Hours:
Monday thru Friday 9AM to 1PM
Phone #: 319-337-4181
Staff:

Pastor: Rev. Jill Cameron Michel
(home) 319-665-2276 (cell) 417-439-7391
icdisciple.pastor@gmail.com
Office Administrator: Peggy Bothell
icdisciple.sec@gmail.com
Music Director: Laura Kittrell
icdisciple.music@gmail.com
Director of Christian Formation: Kara Seaton

icdisciple.kids@gmail.com
Janitorial: Michael Hull
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