THIS WEEK AT FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
For the Week of JUNE 2, 2021
A Note from our Pastor
Friends,
Two things happened this past weekend that sent me remembering. First, I was putting my office back together
after it was painted. This meant putting books back on the shelves, an act that is much like visiting old friends.
Whether it is holding in my hands a book with turned down pages and notes in the margins, opening the front
cover to see a note from a dear person who gifted the book to me, recalling a class or beloved professor from
college or seminary, or re-reading some pages from an old favorite...the act of going through my books is truly a
walk down memory lane. The second thing that happened is that May 30 was the anniversary of my ordination
(and June 1 the anniversary of my arrival here at FCC!). This date always gives me pause to look back and
remember with gratitude the congregations who have welcomed me into their lives and allowed me to be their
pastor, the congregations who have changed me and helped me as I continue to become who I am called to be.
And for all the imperfections of organized religion, reflections such as those I had this weekend remind me of why
the church continues to matter in my life and why I continue to believe that being part of a community of faith
matters.
Many of you are familiar with author Anne Lamott. In her book Traveling Mercies: Some Thoughts on Faith she
writes a chapter titled, “Why I Make Sam Go to Church.” Sam is her son. She writes this:
“The main reason is that I want to give him what I found in the world, which is to say a path and a little light to see
by. Most of the people I know who have what I want—which is to say, purpose, heart, balance, gratitude, joy—are
people with a deep sense of spirituality. They are people in community, who pray, or practice their faith; they are
Buddhists, Jews, Christians—people banding together to work on themselves and for human rights. They follow a
brighter light than the glimmer of their own candle; they are part of something beautiful. I saw something once
from the Jewish Theological Seminary that said, ‘A human life is like a single letter of the alphabet. It can be
meaningless. Or it can be part of a great meaning.’ Our funky little church is filled with people who are working
for peace and freedom, who are out there on the streets and inside praying, and they are home writing letters, and
they are at the shelters with giant platters of food” (New York: Anchor Books, 1999; p 100).
Reading Anne Lamott’s reflection, I have been reflecting in gratitude on the congregations I have been part of.
These are congregations that have challenged me to be and become better...congregations who have taught me to
pray more deeply...congregations who have loved my children and given them role models and relationships with
adults they are not related to...congregations who have modeled for me what living in Jesus’ ways is as they have
offered forgiveness, welcomed the outcasts, and shared with those who are struggling. These are congregations
filled with people who “follow a brighter light than the glimmer of their own candle” and who have offered me and
so many others, “a path and a little light to see by.”
Thank you for being one of these. I am grateful to share ministry together.

With care, Jill 319-665-2276 (home)

Recent fellowship opportunities had
us hiking and painting.
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Mark Your Calendars...
Join Bible Study using Zoom.
We meet at 12noon each
Wednesday.
Upcoming scriptures:
June 2 - I Corinthians 10:13
June 9 - Galatians 3:28, Romans 1:26-27,
I Corinthians 6:9-10

We are looking forward to Vacation Bible School this
summer! As we strive to meet the needs of all families,
there will be both online and in-person options as we
explore God’s stories through sharing, mission, science,
craft and more! In-person programming will be held on
Wednesdays (June 16, 23 & 30) @ 6:30PM. As we
continue to observe COVID safety protocols, this will be
outdoors and family centered, with adults being asked
to stay with their household (or previously established
COVID-bubbles) and helping their children navigate
activities which will be led by other adults
and volunteers. Online components will
have take home kits and videos.
Register here! And remember, the registration
deadline is Friday, June 4. Please take a minute to sign
up soon!

FCC's Child Protection Policy requires our
volunteers who work with children and youth
to participate in training every 2 years. Many of
you participated in training in May of 2019, and
are due for biennial training. Training this year
will happen online via Zoom, and you have 2
opportunities to participate; Wednesday, June
2 @ 7pm or Sunday, June 6 @ 4pm. Plan to
spend about an hour online with the Child
Protection Committee as we review FCC policy,
including new updates approved by the
board, and discuss scenarios related to keeping
our children & youth safe. As we begin to
return to more activities, it will be important to
have your training up to date, so please don't
miss out.
Sign up for training HERE and if you have
questions about the training, including if you
are due for it, please reach out to Kara.

If you are on Facebook and have not yet joined the “First
Christian Church of Iowa City Connection” group, please
contact any of your pastors to join. This private group is
a place to share and connect with others from FCC.

Save The Date:
Free Lunch Program
First Christian will serve at the Free
Lunch Program (FLP) on Saturday, June 26. As usual we
will be looking for food donations as well as people to
work at FLP that day. Youth are welcome to serve with
an adult. At this point we will continue to serve to-go
meals to patrons rather than having people gather
indoors. All workers will be asked to follow COVID
protocols. More information and sign ups will soon be
coming.
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Join Ting Davidson for a Musical Event
Ting will be visiting Iowa and has several performances scheduled. All events are free.
Friday, June 18, 7pm at Lowe Park Amphitheatre in Marion (4500 10th St.)
Saturday, June 19, 1 and 3:30pm at 715 E. College St. Iowa City. These two performances are outside with
limited seating.
Sunday, June 20, 3pm at The Englert Theatre, 221 E. Washington St. Seating is limited to 75.
Email admin@red cedar.org to reserve a seat at any of the Iowa City concerts. The Sunday performance will be
livestreamed on The Red Cedar Chamber Music site.
Cast away: God has cast our confessed sins into the depths of the sea, and he’s even put a “No Fishing” sign
over the spot.
—D.L. Mood

FCC Connect - Thursdays @ 6pm
Join us for a time of conversation with friends from FCC.
We gather on Zoom each Thursday at 6pm.
Join us every week or once in a while.

Join Us for Worship Each Sunday


Outdoor In-Person Worship will happen each week
unless the weather causes us to cancel. Worship will
begin at 10am on the front lawn at the church. Bring
your lawn chair and mask.



To join us on Zoom, log in between 9:45 and 10am
using the link provided. Stay after worship to visit
with others.



You can also find weekly worship on YouTube.

BIBLE QUIZ
Complete this proverb:
“Like snow in ______ or
rain in harvest, so honor is
not fitting for a fool.”
A. springtime
B. summer
C. seedtime
D. autumn

Answer: See Proverbs 26:1, ESV.

Join Table to Table for a Night at
the Drive-In
Buckle your seatbelts and join Table to Table on
Friday, June 4 for a night at the drive-in movies
at the Iowa City Airport! What’s playing on the
big screen? The documentary Wasted! The Story of Food Waste. This is a fascinating documentary narrated by Anthony Bourdain that takes
you around the world, sharing food waste solutions from top chefs and business owners.
This event (which replaces the Annual Benefit
Dinner) raises enough funds to rescue 125,000
pounds of food each year. These events help fuel
Table to Table’s mission and build the
community's awareness of the impactful work
they do.
To purchase your ticket, follow this link.

Christian Symbol
Serpent
A serpent coiled around a
fruit-bearing tree symbolizes
humanity’s first sin, when
Adam and Eve, at the
serpent’s tempting,
disobeyed God by eating
fruit from the Tree of the
Knowledge of Good and Evil.
The Genesis 3 account is often referred to as
“The Fall,” and though it doesn’t say so, the
serpent is commonly understood as Satan.
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Worship Guide for Sunday Worship
Each week we post an electronic worship service on YouTube (and gather together on Zoom). The new service is
available beginning at 10am on Sunday. The worship guide below will function as a bulletin for those watching the
worship service and can also be used independently by those who cannot or choose not to access YouTube.
In preparation for participating in worship, you are invited to gather food and drink to take at communion time.
Remember, these don’t have to be bread and juice or wine. You may also want to have a candle nearby to light.

June 6, 2021
Greeting
Congregational Singing - His Eye Is on the Sparrow
Prayer
Children’s Moment
Scripture - Matthew 6:25-34
“Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or what you will drink, or about your body,
what you will wear. Is not life more than food, and the body more than clothing? Look at the birds of the air; they
neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of more value
than they? And can any of you by worrying add a single hour to your span of life? And why do you worry about
clothing? Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow; they neither toil nor spin, yet I tell you, even Solomon in
all his glory was not clothed like one of these. But if God so clothes the grass of the field, which is alive today and
tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will he not much more clothe you—you of little faith? Therefore do not worry,
saying, ‘What will we eat?’ or ‘What will we drink?’ or ‘What will we wear?’ For it is the Gentiles who strive for all
these things; and indeed your heavenly Father knows that you need all these things. But strive first for the
kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well.
“So do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will bring worries of its own. Today’s trouble is enough for
today.”
Sermon - Is It About Worry?
We often hear this passage as discouragement from worry for ourselves or others. Sometimes we use it to try to
get someone else to stop worrying so much. But when we read it in its entirety, we see that this isn’t addressing
general worry but rather it asks us not to get consumed with the accumulation of things. It asks us to trust that
God cares for us and that we can be content with “enough” rather than always striving for more. When do worries
about money and stuff overwhelm you? Can you let go of those?
Offering
We appreciate all who are continuing their financial commitment to FCC using the USPS or the “Donate” button.
We also encourage you to consider other ways you can be an offering to the community and our world.
Communion
As you take communion, use this moment to commit your body again to God’s work and to invite God’s loving spirit
to flow through you.
Communion Prayer
Congregational Singing - All My Hope on God is Founded
Benediction

Thank you to those who joined our staff in leading worship this past Sunday. Leaders included:
Kalea Seaton (Children’s Moment), Jon Feaver (Elder), and Cameron Michel (Zoom worship host).

June
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

5

Bible Study @
Zoom 12 Noon
Child Protection
Training 7 PM

FCC Connect @
Zoom 6 PM
Quaran Teens @
Zoom 8 PM

11

12

18

19

Laura off:
June 5—26

Peggy off:
June 8—15
Kara @ Camp:
June 12—15

6

7

8

Outdoor Worship
10 AM
Online Worship @
Zoom & YouTube
10 AM
Child Protection
Training 4 PM
Troop 2000 7 PM

13

14

Outdoor Worship
10 AM
Online Worship @
Zoom & YouTube
10 AM
Troop 2000 4 PM

Finance Team @
Zoom 6:30

20

21

Outdoor Worship
10 AM
Online Worship @
Zoom & YouTube
10 AM

Hannah Circle

27

28

Outdoor Worship
10 AM
Online Worship @
Zoom & YouTube
10 AM
Laura’s PST 4 PM

15

22

@ Zoom 1 PM

29

9

10

Bible Study @
Zoom 12 Noon
Kara’s PST @
Zoom 6:30 PM
Jill’s PST 7 PM

FCC Connect @
Zoom 6 PM
Quaran Teens @
Zoom 8 PM

16

17

CRC @ 10 AM
Bible Study @
Zoom 12 Noon
VBS 6:30 PM

Clergy Cluster @
Zoom 11 AM
FCC Connect @
Zoom 6 PM
Quaran Teens @
Zoom 8 PM

23

24

Bible Study @
Zoom 12 Noon
VBS 6:30 PM

Women Clergy
@ 10 AM
FCC Connect @
Zoom 6 PM
FCC Book Club @
Zoom 7 PM
Quaran Teens @
Zoom 8 PM

30
Bible Study @
Zoom 12 Noon
VBS 6:30 PM

25

26
FCC @ Free
Lunch Program

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
(DISCIPLES OF CHRIST)
900 LINCOLNSHIRE PLACE
CORALVILLE, IA 52241-3615

Our regular schedule will resume
when it is safe to do so
We currently have the following worship
opportunities:


Each week when weather permits we will
share outdoor in-person worship at 10am
at the church with masks and distancing.



Each week a new worship service is
posted to our YouTube Channel at 10am
on Sunday.



You are also welcome to join others on
Zoom on Sunday mornings at 9:45am
with worship at 10am. Fellowship and
conversation will be shared following
worship.

All other meetings are also virtual.
For links or assistance, contact Pastor Jill.

