THIS WEEK AT FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
For the Week of JUNE 16, 2021
A Note from our Pastor
Friends,
Today seems like a good time for a status update on a number of conversations and happenings around the church.
First, many of you are aware that we have taken advantage of this time when we are out of the building to do some
work around the church, namely drywall repair and painting. If you had looked up at the ceilings in the sanctuary
or narthex, you were aware that there was a need for some work. And the fact that the building is nearing 20 years
old means a fresh coat of paint was due. That work is being completed as I type this and they are beginning the
clean up. I think you’ll be excited when you walk in to the building to see the new look.

Second, thank you to those who responded to the survey. We had around 70 responses which are being compiled.
The Return to the Building Taskforce will meet next week to make a plan for our return. Without making any
commitments (since decisions haven’t finally been made yet), I think it’s safe to say these things:


It won’t be long until we are invited to worship inside the building again.



Worship will never just be inside the building—we will continue to offer meaningful worship online each
Sunday and understand that both options for worship are important.



It won’t just be worship that continues online, we will be continuing to seek a balance of online and in person
options that make it possible for full participation for all who choose.



We will continue to make the best decisions we can taking into consideration the variety of people who call
this their church home.

Finally, as summer weather sets in, remember to be prepared for Sunday morning worship outdoors - bring your
sunhats and sunglasses, carry an umbrella and slather on the sunscreen, don’t hesitate to bring your water bottle
and stay hydrated. We are so grateful that we have the space to worship together outdoors even as we
acknowledge the full sun can sometimes feel overwhelming. And remember, if being outdoors doesn’t work for
you, there are folks who continue to gather together on Zoom to worship and you can always find the service on
YouTube.
With care, Jill 319-665-2276 (home)

Celebrating God’s Extravagant Welcome
June is not only Pride month but it is the anniversary month of First Christian becoming officially an Open
and Affirming (O & A) congregation of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ). While we have had a
commitment to inclusion of all people including our LGBTQ+ friends for decades, it was just in the last
few years that we did the intentional work to go through a congregational process to become officially
O & A. Through that process we studied together. We shared and listened to each other's stories. We
crafted a welcome statement to not only affirm what we already know and experience, but to share a
common message with those outside FCC about who we are.
As a way to celebrate our anniversary, we invite you to give to a special offering which will be shared with
Disciples Alliance Q, the Open and Affirming ministry of our denomination, which supported
us through this process and continues to help our denomination grow more inclusive.
We will receive this offering on June 20 and June 27. Offerings may be given by mailing
them to the church, using the “Donate” button on the website, or putting cash or checks
in the offering box at worship on Sunday morning. Please remember to mark your offering
“O & A.”
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Mark Your Calendars...
Join Bible Study using Zoom.
We meet at 12noon each
Wednesday.
Upcoming scriptures:
June 16 - John 17:20-26
June 23 - Ephesians 3:14-21

Vacation Bible School is underway. In addition to
the online option, it will meet in person on three
Wednesday nights: June 16 (today!), June 23 and
June 30 at 6:30pm on the back lawn at the
church.
If you have questions about VBS, want to see if
you can still register, or are wondering about the
online component, reach out to Kara

FCC Connect - Thursdays @ 6pm
Join us for a time of conversation with friends from
FCC. We gather on Zoom each Thursday at 6pm for
a time of conversation.
Join us every week or once in a while.

Join Us for Worship Each Sunday


Outdoor In-Person Worship will happen each
week unless the weather causes us to cancel.
Worship will begin at 10am on the front lawn at
the church. Bring your lawn chair and mask.



To join us on Zoom, log in between 9:45 and
10am using the link provided. Stay after worship
to visit with others.



You can also find weekly worship on YouTube.

Hannah Circle
All women of the church are invited
to join the Hannah Circle group for
their monthly meeting on Monday, June 21 at
1pm. Hannah Circle is currently meeting on
Zoom. You can join via the internet using this link.
Or you can call in to the meeting. To call in, dial
1-312-626-6799 and use meeting ID and
passcode.

On September 11, 2001, 38
planes bound for the U.S.
were forced to land in Gander,
Newfoundland. The Day the
World Came to Town by Jim
Defede tells the story of how the community
welcomed the distraught travelers. Join the FCC
Book Club to discuss the book on Thursday. June 24
at 7 p.m. place TBD.

FCC @ Free Lunch
Program
First Christian will serve at the
Free Lunch Program (FLP) on Saturday, June 26.
The meal for the day will be: Hot dogs, Pasta salad
with vegetables, Fresh fruit, Chips, Dessert, and
Granola bars.
If you signed up to donate food, please bring it to
the church on Friday, June 25 between 11:30am
and 1pm. If that time doesn’t work, call the church
office or Mary Curtis to arrange another time or a
pick up. We still need a few people to serve that
day. If you are able to serve, please use this link to
the sign up.
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Worship Guide for Sunday Worship
Each week we post an electronic worship service on YouTube (and gather together on Zoom). The new service is
available beginning at 10am on Sunday. The worship guide below will function as a bulletin for those watching the
worship service and can also be used independently by those who cannot or choose not to access YouTube.
In preparation for participating in worship, you are invited to gather food and drink to take at communion time.
Remember, these don’t have to be bread and juice or wine. You may also want to have a candle nearby to light.

June 20, 2021
Greeting
Congregational Singing - “In This Very Room”
Prayer
Children’s Moment
Scripture - Galatians 3:23-29
Now before faith came, we were imprisoned and guarded under the law until faith would be revealed. Therefore
the law was our disciplinarian until Christ came, so that we might be justified by faith. But now that faith has
come, we are no longer subject to a disciplinarian, for in Christ Jesus you are all children of God through faith. As
many of you as were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ. There is no longer Jew or Greek,
there is no longer slave or free, there is no longer male or female; for all of you are one in Christ Jesus. And if you
belong to Christ, then you are Abraham’s offspring, heirs according to the promise
Sermon

What does it mean for there to no longer be “Jew or Greek, slave or free, male or female”? Does it mean these
realities disappear altogether? Does it mean we shouldn’t acknowledge them? Does it mean that God’s intention
is that these and other similar realities don’t impact our value to one another or the church? Today we celebrate
the anniversary of becoming an Open & Affirming congregation, a congregation that welcomes and celebrates the
gifts of all people. How are we living that well? How can we continue to grow into that calling?
Musical Response - “God’s Limitless Imagination”
(Words and music: David Lohman, Copyright 2017 David Lohman Music, Used by permission of the composer)
Offering
We appreciate all who are continuing their financial commitment to FCC using the USPS or the “Donate” button.
We also encourage you to consider other ways you can be an offering to the community and our world.

Communion
As you take communion, use this moment to commit your body again to God’s work and to invite God’s loving spirit
to flow through you.
Communion Prayer
Congregational Singing - “Help Us Accept Each Other”
Benediction
Thank you to those who joined our staff in leading worship this past Sunday: Gayle Cuppy (online music), Nolan
and Tanvi Vibhakar (in person music), Marcus Seaton (scripture reader), Carla Melby-Oetken (scripture reader and
communion prayer), Sara Klosterboer (children’s moment), Jay & Malinda Thomas (Zoom worship hosts).

June
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

5

Bible Study @
Zoom 12 Noon
Child Protection
Training 7 PM

FCC Connect @
Zoom 6 PM
Quaran Teens @
Zoom 8 PM

11

12

18

19

Laura off:
June 5—26

Peggy off:
June 8—15
Kara @ Camp:
June 12—15

6

7

8

Outdoor Worship
10 AM
Online Worship @
Zoom & YouTube
10 AM
Child Protection
Training 4 PM
Troop 2000 7 PM

13

14

Outdoor Worship
10 AM
Online Worship @
Zoom & YouTube
10 AM
Troop 2000 4 PM

Executive Team @
Zoom 5:30 PM
Finance Team @
Zoom 6:30 PM

20

21

Outdoor Worship
10 AM
Online Worship @
Zoom & YouTube
10 AM

Hannah Circle @
Zoom 1 PM
Return Taskforce
7 PM

27

28

Outdoor Worship
10 AM
Online Worship @
Zoom & YouTube
10 AM
Laura’s PST 4 PM

15

22

29

9

10

Bible Study @
Zoom 12 Noon
Kara’s PST @
Zoom 6:30 PM
Jill’s PST 7 PM

Clergy Cluster @
Zoom 11 AM
FCC Connect @
Zoom 6 PM
Quaran Teens @
Zoom 8 PM

16

17

CRC @ 10 AM
Bible Study @
Zoom 12 Noon
VBS 6:30 PM

FCC Connect @
Zoom 6 PM
Quaran Teens @
Zoom 8 PM

23

24

Bible Study @
Zoom 12 Noon
VBS 6:30 PM

Women Clergy
@ 10 AM
FCC Connect @
Zoom 6 PM
FCC Book Club @
Zoom 7 PM
Quaran Teens @
Zoom 8 PM

30
Bible Study @
Zoom 12 Noon
VBS 6:30 PM

25

26
FCC @ Free
Lunch Program

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
(DISCIPLES OF CHRIST)
900 LINCOLNSHIRE PLACE
CORALVILLE, IA 52241-3615

Our regular schedule will resume
when it is safe to do so
We currently have the following worship
opportunities:


Each week when weather permits we will
share outdoor in-person worship at 10am
at the church with masks and distancing.



Each week a new worship service is
posted to our YouTube Channel at 10am
on Sunday.



You are also welcome to join others on
Zoom on Sunday mornings at 9:45am
with worship at 10am. Fellowship and
conversation will be shared following
worship.

All other meetings are also virtual.
For links or assistance, contact Pastor Jill.

