THIS WEEK AT FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
For the week of June 12, 2019

A Note From Your Pastor
Dear Friends,
How are you living your faith today?
What immediately comes to mind when you hear that question? Do you look back over the day and try to think of
some time when you mentioned Jesus by name or prayed with someone or quoted scripture in a conversation? Or
do you picture the face of someone who you stopped to comfort or perhaps someone in need who you hurried by?

Sometimes the thought of being a Christian in this world can be daunting. Maybe it’s because we feel biblically
illiterate. Or maybe it’s because the things that seem to pass as Christian often don’t look very familiar or very
Jesus-like to you. Or maybe it’s because it’s just hard...because our faith really does ask us to make choices that we
often don’t want to make.
On Sunday we celebrated Laura’s commissioning. It was lovely. Meanwhile, I want to remind all of us that it
wasn’t just about her or the call she experiences or the things she has accomplished. Rather, the call to ministry
and the movement of the Spirit is for all of us. It reminds us that we belong to a God whose love and compassion
are abundant and who asks that ours be as well. We belong to a God who believes in the goodness of humanity and
all creation and asks us to do so as well. We belong to a God who offers forgiveness and ask us to do so as well.
We believe in a God who calls us to be co-creators of the kin-dom and doesn’t force a top-down hierarchy on us,
and who asks us to create communities that reflect that reality.
Friends, this is actually hard stuff. I think for many years Christianity was assumed as part of American culture so
we forgot how challenging it is to really follow in the ways of Jesus. And I think it is important that we remember
it. Because we are called to live in ways that are often in conflict with our common cultural values. We are called
to value things that are often seen to be of little value. We are called, in all things, to choose love first.
It’s difficult. And I’m glad we’re on this journey together.
See you Sunday!

Jill

You Are Invited…
Do you have creative ideas for worship? Do you have passion for mission? Have you experienced some
meaningful events that have shaped your faith? Do you just love to be part of a collaborative planning team
and watch things take shape? Do you simply love the fall or Advent or Christmas?
If you said “yes” to any of these, we would love to have you serve on our first Fall/Advent/Christmas Ministry
Planning Team. Our first meeting will be Tuesday, June 18, 7—8:30pm. We will work together over the summer
to plan for ministries and events that will take place September—December.
Ministry Planning Teams are part of our new structure and you don’t have to wait to ask to be involved—you
simply need to show up and say you want to be a part. So, mark your calendar and bring your creative spirit!
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UPCOMING EVENTS
Wednesday Bible Study meets at
12:30pm each week.
June 12 - Luke 14:1, 7-14
June 19 - Acts 10

It’s almost time for Iowa City PRIDE and FCC will
again have a presence. Mark June 15 on your
calendars! You can participate by:


Working at the booth, greeting people and
answering questions (shifts between 11am and
6pm, bring a lawn chair)



Walking in the parade (gather at 11:30am at
Jefferson and Clinton; starts at noon; this year’s
route is all in the immediate downtown area)



Donating candy to be distributed during parade.
Can’t be there on June 15? This is a great way to
participate!

Donations for
Habitat families
The VBS kids have been
raising money this week for the families who will buy
the two Habitat homes (zero lot line) being built
through the Interfaith Build. Depending on how
much is raised we will gift each family with a grocery
gift card, blinds for their home, or perhaps an
appliance. We are excited to invite the congregation
to contribute to this offering.
On Sunday, June 16 in worship the kids will collect a
special offering for these two families. Please come
prepared to donate by either cash or check (made out
to FCC, memo: Habitat).
Help us give a special gift to these two families!

JUNE FOOD PANTRY ITEM:
Peanut Butter

To sign up for any of these, click here.

PRIDE SINGERS NEEDED!
Looking for singers who would like to be part of a
small choir to sing at our booth at Pride Fest. If
you are interested, please contact Laura Kittrell at
icdisciple.music@gmail.com or call or text at
(319) 325-7673.

FCC BOOK CLUB
Is reading A River of Stars by Vanessa
Hua for discussion on Thursday, June
27. Scarlett Chen's story of finding
(or not?) a place for her Chinese self and her
American baby is engaging and informative.
We'll meet at Martha Melton's home, at 7 p.m.

The General Assembly is almost here! We will be gathering
with Disciples from across the United States and Canada
and around the world in Des Moines at the Iowa Events
Center July 20-24 for some wonderful worship services,
educational events, mission opportunities, children & youth
activities, and so much more!
It’s a great opportunity to attend this national assembly
when it is so close to home. And it’s not too late to register.
To do so, visit here.
And, if you want a discount to your registration, sign up to
volunteer by visiting here.
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SUMMER CONVERSATIONS
ON INCLUSION
For years now, First Christian Church has claimed our identity as an open & affirming (O & A) congregation. We
have celebrated the diversity of people in God’s family. We have found ways to welcome people from different
backgrounds, understandings, and experiences. We have been not only welcoming but also affirming of people
who have not always been welcomed by the church including our LGBTQ+ friends. We have sought out, and
leaned into, important conversations around questions of inclusion, differences, and welcome. We have tried to
live out the Disciples claim that even amidst our differences, we can come to one table and be loved and accepted
equally by God. We have claimed the truth that “There’s Room at the Table for Everyone.”
This summer those conversations are continuing as we have realized that while this identity is real for us, it has
largely been internal and individual. We formed an O & A team to mindfully explore what true inclusion means, to
keep asking questions about how we can openly share this part of our congregation’s identity (among ourselves,
and with the wider community), and remain accountable to each other about truly living out the values we claim.
The O & A Team has created some meaningful opportunities for conversation, and they invite you to take part. As
these conversations happen, they will help the team develop a new Welcome Statement, which, after your
approval, will help us communicate, both within and beyond our walls, who we are and our commitment to being
a congregation that celebrates the inclusion of all of God’s children.

Please mark your calendar and plan to participate in any or all of the following:


Story Circle – join FCC friends after worship on Sunday, June 23 for a snack lunch and circle of conversation as
we explore our own experiences of inclusion, exclusion, and stories of why the inclusion experienced at FCC
matters.



True Inclusion book study – join the O & A team for a three week book study on Brandan Robertson’s
book True Inclusion as we ask hard questions about what it really means to not only welcome, but fully include
people who are different from us. This study will be on Tuesdays evenings (June 25, July 2 & 9), 6—7:30pm.



Story Circle—join FCC friends after the pot luck on Sunday, July 28 for a time of listening to the experiences of
LGBTQ+ friends among us and for a time of sharing our own experiences.

Meanwhile, in worship we will be exploring the question of what we mean when we say, “There’s Room at the
Table for Everyone.”
We hope you will be part of these conversations. And if you have questions, please feel free to ask any of us.
Your O & A Team
Laurie Dahms, Jon Feaver, Jen Knights, Nancy Richards, Sara Riggs, Marcus Seaton, Melea White
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CONGRATULATIONS!
Olivia Baird, a member of FCC, is pursuing human physiology and French degrees at the University of Iowa,
and is admitted as a chemistry major. Olivia’s recommendations are glowing from her demanding load as a
student, from working outside of school and from volunteering both in and outside of school. She has
exceptional ACT and SAT scores, has leadership skills, has completed college courses in high school, and has
participated in many extra-curricular activities. Olivia is bright, self-motivated, driven, and an exceptional
planner. She has made long-range goals and preparations for her success. We are fortunate to have such a
dedicated, hard-working student as a member of our church. Erika and Sara Riggs, an elder, are active at
First Christian Church. One might see Olivia playing with children as she works in our church nursery.
Congratulations, Olivia on receiving a $500 Helen Gay Scholarship!

LETTERS TO CAMPERS
We encourage people from the congregation to write letters to our campers this summer. A table of notecards
is available in the narthex along with the list of campers. Please stop by occasionally or every week and write
notes to our campers and we will take care of mailing them!
You can also send mail via USPS to campers at (please mail by Mondays to make sure campers receive your
notes):
Camper name & Camp attending
c/o Christian Conference Center
5064 Lincoln St
Newton, IA 50208
OR you can email christianconferencecenter@gmail.com using the subject line for the campers name and camp
attending. Email is printed each morning and given to the campers (they will not be able to reply).

Kids and adults alike love hearing from folks from FCC!

Sunday, June 16, 2019
Scripture: Deuteronomy 15:7-11 Sermon: VBS Presentation

DID YOU KNOW?
Which follower of Jesus
preached to the crowds
after receiving the Holy
Spirit on Pentecost?
A. John
B. Peter
C. Mary Magdalene
D. Paul
Answer: See Acts 2:14ff.

Triangle & Circle
Dating back to ancient
Christianity, a circle
symbolizes eternity, and a
triangle, with its three
equal sides and three equal
angles, symbolizes the Holy
Trinity. Placed together,
they represent the eternal
Three-in-One and One-in-Three: God the
Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
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Congratulations to
Rev. Laura Kittrell,
commissioned to
ministry on Sunday,
June 9

We’re in the Middle of a GREAT Week at VBS!

Love a Summer Swim?
Brian Fleck has property near Solon that contains a
farm pond perfect for swimming. He is happy to
share that opportunity with church families on
Sunday afternoons. If you are interested in doing
so, you can contact Brian at 319-321-2644 or
briansabrafleck@mac.com to arrange a time to go
swimming.

Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1
Pat Arnold/Piano
Recital 4 PM

2

3

S&S Warm-Up 9 AM
Worship 10 AM

MPT 101 @ 11:30
Scouts 6 & 7 PM

4

5

6

Staff Mtg. 10 AM
Room 114 in use
6 PM

Bible Study 12:30
Strings & Singers
7 PM

Clergy Cluster
@ FCC 12 PM

7

8
FCC Habitat Build

VBS Set-up

9

10

11

S&S Warm-Up 9 AM

12

13

14

Bible Study 12:30
Finance mtg. 4 PM

Worship 10 AM

Dave Freers
Memorial
10:30 AM
Pride Festival
Parade 11:30
Pride Festival Booth
12:00

Laura’s
Commissioning
Exploring FCC 11:30

Vacation Bible School

meals at 5:30 PM

Program at 6 PM to 8 PM

16

17

18

19

20

S&S Warm-Up 9 AM

O & A Team 7 PM

Staff Mtg 10 AM
Ministry Planning
Team 7 PM

CRC @ Education
Center (2401 Scott
Blvd) 10 AM
Bible Study 12:30
Exec. Comm. 5 PM
Strings & Singers
7 PM

Ladies Night Out @
Red Lobster 5:30

24

25

26

27

True Inclusion Book
Study 6 PM

Bible Study 12:30

FCC Book Club
7 PM @ Martha
Melton’s

Worship 10 AM

VBS Share
Piano Recital 2:30
Scouts 6 & 7 PM

23
S&S Warm-Up 9 AM
Worship 10 AM

Story Circle & Snack
Lunch 11:15
Scouts 6 & 7 PM

30
S&S Warm-Up 9 AM
Worship 10 AM

Pot-Luck 11:15
Family Hike 12 noon
Scouts 6 & 7 PM

15

21

22

28

29
WEDDING:
Kittrell/Estabrook

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
(DISCIPLES OF CHRIST)
900 LINCOLNSHIRE PLACE
CORALVILLE, IA 52241-3615

Sunday Services:
9 AM Sunday School
10 AM Church Service
11 AM Coffee/Fellowship
Church Office Hours:
Monday thru Friday 9AM to 1PM
Phone #: 319-337-4181
Staff:

Pastor: Rev. Jill Cameron Michel
(home) 319-665-2276 (cell) 417-439-7391
icdisciple.pastor@gmail.com
Office Administrator: Peggy Bothell
icdisciple.sec@gmail.com
Music Director: Laura Kittrell
icdisciple.music@gmail.com
Director of Christian Formation: Kara Seaton

icdisciple.kids@gmail.com
Janitorial: Michael Hull
m.hull84@yahoo.com

