THIS WEEK AT FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
For the week of MAY 6, 2020
A Note from Your Pastor
Dear ones,
Perhaps we have all been thinking a little more about relationships these days. Whether it is missing those we are
used to seeing, or reorienting our relationships to live primarily on our screens rather than in person...whether it is
struggling with issues in relationships that have become more obvious since our limited interactions began, or
celebrating the gifts of good relationships with those with whom your share space...I suspect we have been more
aware of the relationships in our lives as well as the ones that are missing.
This past week, in light of the death of a friend and colleague from Joplin, I have been reflecting on the gift of holy
friendships that I have experienced over my lifetime. Admittedly I am not good at keeping in regular touch with
people with whom I am not in close proximity. As a person who has lived in five different states (two of those
twice), I have discovered that the friendships that last in my life are the ones that don’t need constant tending but
that are deeply rooted enough to pick back up where we left off when we next see each other or share a phone
conversation. And I am grateful to have many of these in my life.
So, last Monday morning when I heard the news that my dear friend, Father Justin, had died, I reconnected with a
treasured group of holy friends. This group - seven of us in total - met for lunch once a week. We were all clergy
people from various traditions. I can’t even really remember when we began meeting or how it happened but by the
time Joplin was hit by a tornado in 2011 we had well established relationships. We were able to support one
another through those days, especially caring for our dear Justin who became known nationally as the priest who
rode out the tornado in his bathtub as the rectory around him was torn to shreds. We were able to provide a safe
space for another friend, new to us at the time, who had been in the middle of the tornado’s path and needed a safe
place to process. We were able to welcome a new member a year later when she moved to Joplin. And while, for
all of us who lived in Joplin at that time, the tornado was a pivotal event, our relationships weren’t just about that.
Rather, what began as a group of clergy colleagues, working to find a place to process and share, turned in to a
group of holy friends rooted in our love for God and God’s love for us, who came to know each other deeply, who
were able to process difficult times and celebrate our deep joys, who could be honest with each other even when it
meant holding each other accountable. Even though it has been years now since I have shared a meal together with
this group, they remain treasured friends who know me well and ask me to be my better self.
I wonder who these people are for you. Is it a sibling with whom you share a lifetime of memories but who is a
friend in addition to being your sibling? Is it a childhood friend who continues to see through your facades and
know and love you? Is it someone you met along the way, a classmate or coworker, with whom you shared more
than interests and hobbies, who became a holy friend for you? Is it your spouse, your partner, who you not only
share a home with but who grounds you in the best of who God created you to be? Holy friends are treasured gifts.
I am grateful for mine.

Be well, Jill

Virtual Interest Groups...Lead One...Join One
During the month of May (and perhaps beyond), the Ministry Planning Team wants to invite you to be part of a
Virtual Interest Group. These are going to be groups gathered online around certain topics or activities. Anyone
can initiate a group - just reach out to Pastor Jill (icdisciple.pastor@gmail.com) with details and to use the church’s
Zoom account. They can be one time events or groups that meet for multiple weeks. Maybe you want to host a
virtual dinner group, a crafting session, a cooking lesson, a movie review...anything that can be done in online
community is welcome. Think about what you would like to lead and reach out to get it scheduled.
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UPCOMING EVENTS

Join Bible Study on Wednesdays at
12:30 pm using the online platform
ZOOM. If you have questions or would
like to join us on Zoom, please contact
Pastor Jill. Upcoming scriptures:
May 6 - John 21:1-14
May 13 - John 21:15-19

Graduate Recognition
We look forward to recognizing our
high school graduates during the
worship service on Sunday, May 10.



Sunday School (for age 4 through 5th grade) is
happening on Sunday mornings @ 9:30am on
Zoom. Check your email for the link!



QuaranTEENS (6th-12th graders) will meet each
Thursday evening during May @ 8pm on Zoom w/
Jill & Kara. Check your email for the link!



JYF (3rd, 4th, 5th graders) will meet on Thursdays,
May 14 and May 28 from 5 - 5:30pm on Zoom.
Check your email for the link!



is moving online!
During June, we will be offering a virtual VBS
experience for our kids! A video with a Bible story
and music will posted to YouTube once per week
to be viewed as you like. In addition,
opportunities will be available for kids to engage in
short crafts, games or science activities each week
on Zoom. We want to keep this super simple for
adults but still lots of fun for kids! Participation
incentives and sharing will be part of it too! A sign
up will be coming out soon!

Please note that for security, Zoom links for meetings
involving children and youth are distributed to our mailing
list via email only. If you aren’t receiving the emails and
would like to take part, contact Kara @
icdisciple.kids@gmail.com

May 6, 2020

Looking For a Way to Connect?
FCC Connect on Zoom
Every week we have two opportunities to connect
with friends from FCC. These happen Mondays at
10am and Thursdays at 6pm. Whether you have
joined every week or would like to try for the first
time, you are invited to use the links above and be
part of the fun.

Interest Groups
Join Vern Duba (a UI Librarian) for Radical
Hospitality: Everyone is Welcome at the Library!
This conversation will take place on Wednesday,
May 6 at 5pm using this Zoom link. The focus of
the conversation will be: two videos The New York
Public Library Has a Human Google and What to
Expect from Libraries in the 21st Century (watch
ahead of time, but join the conversation even if you
don’t get a chance); your recollection of how
libraries and librarians influenced your life; free
services available with your library card for
streaming during COVID-19. Questions ahead of
time? Contact Vern at vernduba@gmail.com.
Join the Thomas family for Game Night. All are
invited to play Scattergories online on Saturday,
May 9 at 4pm. Jay, Malinda, Quinn and Spencer
Thomas will host this afternoon of playing. All you
need is a computer or device upon which to access
the Zoom link, a piece/pad of paper and a writing
utensil. Join the fun and play with friends from FCC!

Online Concert
Are you a musician? Are you a lover of music?
Either way you are invited to join us for FCC’s first
Online Concert on Monday, May 11 at 6:30pm at
Zoom. Everyone is invited to sign in using this link
and enjoy music from friends.
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Giving Tuesday Now
Yesterday, May 5, was Giving Tuesday Now. But it’s not too late. You can still give.
You might be familiar with Giving Tuesday which started in the fall of 2012 on the Tuesday after Black Friday. It
is a day of generosity created to help us focus on those in need, not just the consumer shopping of Black Friday.
Giving Tuesday Now—which happened yesterday—is a global day of giving and unity in response to the COVID19 pandemic. Many local helping agencies participated and it is not too late to support them as we realize that
the struggles around food, housing and financial security continue and have worsened for many.
So, what cause is close to your heart? Do you care about food insecurity? Make a donation to Coralville Food
Pantry, North Liberty Food Pantry or CommUnity Food Bank (CommUnity also works on suicide prevention and
housing). Are you concerned about the homeless? Make a donation to Shelter House. Is domestic violence of
great concern to you? Support DVIP. Have you been worried about COVID’s impact on mental health? Share a
gift with NAMI. This list is not complete, but just a sampling of agencies doing good and important work who
can use your support. Yes, today is Wednesday, but it is not too late to share!

A new month is upon us and we have a new kind of Quarantine Activity.
We are going to start a weekly "Connection Challenge" as a way to encourage people from First
Christian Church to reach out to each other. Each week (on Sunday) we will post the challenge on
our Facebook page. We will also include it in the newsletter each Wednesday. So (drumroll,
please)...here is the challenge for Week #1:
Surprise someone else from First Christian by drawing a picture or writing an encouraging message
with sidewalk chalk on their driveway. Don't have chalk? Draw or write something and tape it to their
front door. Just make sure to keep your distance when you deliver it!
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Worship Guide for Sunday Worship
Each week we post an electronic worship service on YouTube. The new service will be available beginning at
10am on Sunday. The worship guide below will function as a bulletin for those watching the worship service
and can also be used independently by those who cannot or choose not to access YouTube.
In preparation for participating in worship, you are invited to gather some sort of food and drink to take at
communion time. Remember, these don’t have to be bread and juice or wine. If you desire, you may also
want to have a candle nearby to light as we light the candle at the beginning of worship.

May 10, 2020
Greeting
Congregational Singing - “Lord, You Give the Great Commission” (Chalice Hymnal #459, vs. 1 & 5)

Prayer
Take a moment to center yourself. Pay attention to the ways and places God shows up in your life.
Pray for your church community, for those you miss seeing during this time when we are separated. Pray for
all those who are graduating in this strange pandemic year. Pray for all those who know the experience of
loving relationships with mothers and other mother figures. Pray for all those for whom the Mother’s Day
holiday brings grief, hurt, or emptiness as they reflect on relationships that are filled with more
disappointment or loss than joy.
Graduate Recognition
Scripture - Matthew 28:16-20
Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had directed them. When they saw
him, they worshiped him, but some doubted. And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and
on earth has been given to me. Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of
the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything that I have
commanded you. And remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age.”
Sermon - Our Commission
Consider the following questions: What ministry do you feel called to? What ways can you share God’s light
and love in the world? What stops you from doing what you feel called to do? In what ways do you feel Jesus’
presence with you?
Offering
During this time we appreciate all who are continuing their financial commitment to FCC using the USPS or the
“Donate” button on the website. We also encourage you to consider other ways you can be an offering
beyond our congregation, to the community and our world. Find an act of kindness to share today.

Communion
How has it felt to take communion in your own home over these last two months? Do you find something
lovely and comforting about it? Do you feel disconnected from others? As you prepare to take communion
can you envision your table as part of something larger? Can you envision others from our community who
you miss at tables, distinct but connected to yours? As you take the elements of communion you have in your
home, use this moment to commit your body again to God’s work and to invite God’s loving spirit to flow
through you.
Congregational Singing - “Lo, I Am With You” (Chalice Hymnal #430, vs. 1)
Benediction

Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed
April

April

30

Bible Study @ Zoom
12:30 PM

JYF (3rd, 4th, 5th
graders) @ Zoom
5 PM
FCC Connect @
Zoom 6 PM

6

7

3

4

Children’s Sunday
School @ Zoom
9:30 AM
Online Worship @
YouTube 10 AM

FCC Connect @
Zoom 10 AM

10

11

12

13

14

Children’s Sunday
School @ Zoom
9:30 AM
Online Worship @
YouTube 10 AM

FCC Connect @
Zoom 10 AM
Online Concert @
Zoom 6:30 PM

Staff Mtg @ Zoom
10 AM

Bible Study @ Zoom
12:30 PM

JYF (3rd, 4th, 5th
graders) @ Zoom
5 PM
FCC Connect @
Zoom 6 PM
Quaran-TEENS (6th12th) @ Zoom 8 PM

17

18

19

20

21

Children’s Sunday
School @ Zoom
9:30 AM
Online Worship @
YouTube 10 AM

FCC Connect @
Zoom 10 AM

Bible Study @ Zoom
12:30 PM

FCC Connect @
Zoom 6 PM
Quaran-TEENS (6th12th grade) @ Zoom
8 PM

24

25

26

27

28

Children’s Sunday
School @ Zoom
9:30 AM
Online Worship @
YouTube 10 AM

Memorial Day

Staff Mtg @ Zoom 10
AM

Bible Study @ Zoom
12:30 PM

Women Clergy @
Zoom 10 AM
JYF @ Zoom 5 PM
FCC Connect @
Zoom 6 PM
Quaran-TEENS (6th12th) @ Zoom 8 PM

31
Online Worship @
YouTube 10 AM

FCC Connect @
Zoom 10 AM

5

29

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

8

9

Bible Study @ Zoom
FCC Connect @
12:30 PM
Zoom 6 PM
Interest Group Quaran-TEENS (6thRadical Hospitality: 12th grade) @ Zoom
Everyone is welcome
8 PM
at the library! @
Zoom 5 PM

Interest Group Game Time
(Scattergories) @
Zoom 4 PM

15

16

22

23

29

30

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
(DISCIPLES OF CHRIST)
900 LINCOLNSHIRE PLACE
CORALVILLE, IA 52241-3615

Our regular schedule will resume
when it is safe to do so
Sunday Services:
10 AM Church Service, 11 AM Coffee/Fellowship
Church Office: Phone #: 319-337-4181
Hours: Monday thru Thursday 9AM to 12PM
Staff:

Pastor: Jill Cameron Michel
(home) 319-665-2276 (cell) 417-439-7391
icdisciple.pastor@gmail.com
Office Administrator: Peggy Bothell
icdisciple.sec@gmail.com
Minister of Music & Worship: Laura Kittrell
icdisciple.music@gmail.com
Minister of Children, Youth & Families: Kara Seaton

icdisciple.kids@gmail.com
Janitorial: Michael Hull
m.hull84@yahoo.com

