THIS WEEK AT FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
For the Week of May 5, 2021
A Note from Your Pastor
Friends,
Monk, priest and late 4th century bishop of Constantinople, John Chrysostom, wrote this about what means to come
to the communion table:
“Do you wish to honor the Body of the Savior? Do not despise it when it is naked. Do not honor it in church with
silk vestments while outside it is naked and numb with cold. He who said, “This is my body,” and made it so by his
word, is the same who said, ‘You saw me hungry and you gave me no food. As you did it not to the least of these,
you did it not to me.’ Honor him then by sharing your property with the poor. For what God needs is not golden
chalices but golden souls” (Homily 50, Homilies on the Gospel of St. Matthew).
Every week we Disciples share in the communion meal during worship. And this meal holds a great variety of
meanings in it. We talk about the table as a place of welcome and abundant love. We talk about the significance of
community. We talk about forgiveness of sins. Yet, Chrysostom reminds us that we must never forget that the
table is a place from which we are sent forth to live in the ways of Jesus, ways that are often contradictory to the
values of our culture.
Isn’t it interesting that over 1600 years ago Chrysostom was preaching against the dangers of wealth especially in
the face of great need in the world? Here we are so many centuries later still having conversations about the gap
between the “haves” and the “have nots.”
I wonder if we are willing to see the bodies of the hungry and naked as the body of Christ? I wonder if we, who
claim to be part of Christ’s body, are willing to make personal sacrifices for the good of the whole? I wonder when
we honor Jesus in church but forget to carry him with us into the world? I wonder what a different it makes when
we honor him by sharing with the poor and caring for those who are lonely? I wonder what would be better in our
world if we took seriously our call to go from the communion table to make a difference.?
With care, Jill 319-665-2276 (home)

Help Needed: Paint Preparation Work Day
The Board approved a contract to have dents and dings in the walls and cracks in the
ceilings repaired, along with painting of the majority of the interior of the church
building. The steel lentils and crosses at both ends of the building exterior will also be
painted. The work may begin as early as May 17. In preparation for this, we need six
people who are willing to help prepare the spaces by removing items from the walls
and moving items. These people need to be comfortable working indoors with
others while wearing masks, using basic tools, and climbing ladders. The work day will be May 15 from 9:00 noon. Please sign up here or call the office to sign up. If you have question, contact Facilities Chair, Jim Michel
(317-418-4562 or jmichel@disciplescef.org)

Registration is now open for both in person and
virtual Vacation Bible School. Click here to
register!
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Mark Your Calendars...
Join Bible Study using Zoom.
We meet at 12noon each
Wednesday.
Upcoming scriptures:
May 5 - John 17:6-19

Church Board Meeting
All Church Board members are reminded that our
next meeting is Monday, May 10 at 5:30pm on
Zoom . Please plan to attend.

May 12 - Acts 2:1-21

Seeking Your Suggestions...
Do you have a favorite Bible passage? A story in
the Bible that delights you? One that upsets you?
One you don’t understand? One you think
embodies who we are? We are seeking your
suggestions for stories and passages from the Bible
to preach on this summer. We would invite anyone
who has a suggestion to fill out this Google form.
We are looking forward to receiving your
suggestions.
Don’t delay in responding - we will collect
suggestions through May 12.

May Book Club Selection
The Murmur of Bees by Sofia Segovia is
a historical novel with a touch of
fantasy set in Mexico during the
Mexican Revolution and 1918 flu
outbreak. The book is the topic for the
next meeting of the FCC Book Club on Thursday,
May 27, at 7pm.

Diaper Drive
Thank you for your generosity.
Between all the boxes and
packages of diapers you donated,
we will be delivering over 1500
diapers to CommUnity this week!

Graduate Recognition
We are planning our annual graduate
recognition during the online and
outdoor worship services on Sunday, May 16. Our
recognition focuses on high school graduates who
are participating or connected to FCC. We also like
to recognize those graduating from colleges, trade
schools or other education programs. Please reach
out to Kara (icdisciple.kids@gmail.com) to let her
know if there is someone who should be
recognized on this date!

Hannah Circle’s monthly meeting
will be Monday, May 17 at 1pm on
Zoom. Watch the newsletter next
week for the Zoom link.

May Fellowship
Events and Activities
During the month of May (and perhaps into June)
we will be hosting a number of one-time events
designed to help you reconnect with others from
First Christian. Some will be outdoors and in
person, others on Zoom. Be watching for
information on events such as a hike, an online
painting party, outdoor games at the church, and
more. If you have an idea for an event you would
like to host, let Pastor Jill know.
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FCC Connect - Thursdays @ 6pm
Join us for a time of conversation with friends from
FCC. We gather on Zoom each Thursday at 6pm
Join us every week or once in a while.


each Thursday evening at 8pm on Zoom for

Join Us for Worship Each Sunday






Outdoor In-Person Worship will happen each
week unless the weather causes us to cancel.
Worship will begin at 10am on the front lawn at
the church. Bring your lawn chair and mask.
To join us on Zoom, log in between 9:45 and
10am using this link (meeting id: 861 3802 4096;
password: 972816). Stay after worship to visit
with others.

both fun and meaningful conversation.


JYF (3rd-5th graders) meets once a month
during the school year on Zoom. Meetings

are on Wednesday nights from 6-7pm with
the last one of this school year being May 19.


Sunday School (preschool through 5th
graders) is on hiatus so families can
participate in outdoor worship.

You can also find weekly worship on YouTube.

If you are on Facebook and have not yet joined the
“First Christian Church of Iowa City Connection”
group, please contact any of your pastors to join.
This private group is a place to share and connect
with others from FCC.

QuaranTEENS (6th-12th graders) meets

For security, Zoom links for meetings involving
children and youth are distributed to our mailing
list via email only. If you aren’t receiving the
emails and would like to take part, contact Kara
@ icdisciple.kids@gmail.com

Registration for Summer Camp at the Christian Conference Center in Newton is open! Covid related protocols will
be in place for can safe and fun summer camp experience this year. FCC covers 50% of the cost of registration for
participating families and more if needed. There are options for all ages and interests. Space is limited, so sign up
soon. Contact Kara at icdisciples.kids@gmail.com or learn more here.

Bible Quiz

Acts 1:1 (NIV) reads: “In my former book, Theophilus, I wrote about all
that Jesus began to do and to teach.” What “former book” did the
author write to Theophilus?
A. Matthew
B. Mark
C. Luke
D. John

Answer: See Luke 1:1-4.
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Worship Guide for Sunday Worship
Each week we post an electronic worship service on YouTube (and gather together on Zoom). The new service is
available beginning at 10am on Sunday. The worship guide below will function as a bulletin for those watching the
worship service and can also be used independently by those who cannot or choose not to access YouTube.
In preparation for participating in worship, you are invited to gather food and drink to take at communion time.
Remember, these don’t have to be bread and juice or wine. You may also want to have a candle nearby to light.

May 9, 2021 - Sixth Sunday of Easter
Greeting
Congregational Singing - “Jesu, Jesu”
Prayer

Children’s Moment
Scripture - John 15:9-17
“As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; abide in my love. If you keep my commandments, you will abide
in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s commandments and abide in his love. I have said these things to you so
that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be complete.
“This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. No one has greater love than this, to lay
down one’s life for one’s friends. You are my friends if you do what I command you. I do not call you servants any
longer, because the servant does not know what the master is doing; but I have called you friends, because I have
made known to you everything that I have heard from my Father. You did not choose me but I chose you. And I
appointed you to go and bear fruit, fruit that will last, so that the Father will give you whatever you ask him in my
name. I am giving you these commands so that you may love one another.”
Sermon - Being Easter People: Love
How can we practice sacrificial love?
Who are our neighbors? Our friends? How can we put their needs before our own?
How do we experience joy when we practice sacrificial love?
How do we abide in the love of Jesus?
Sung Response - “Every Morning is Easter Morning”
Offering
We appreciate all who are continuing their financial commitment to FCC using the USPS or the “Donate” button.
We also encourage you to consider other ways you can be an offering to the community and our world.
Communion
As you take communion, use this moment to commit your body again to God’s work and to invite God’s loving spirit
to flow through you.
Congregational Singing - “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling”
Benediction

Thank you to those who joined our staff in leading worship this past Sunday. Leaders included:
Carla Melby-Oetken (Scripture Reader and Communion Prayer), Rachel Bogs (online music), Jay &
Malinda Thomas (Zoom worship hosts - April 18, 25 and May 2).

MAY
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat
1

2

3

4

Outdoor Worship
10 AM
Online Worship @
Zoom & YouTube
10 AM

9

10

Outdoor Worship
10 AM
Online Worship @
Zoom & YouTube
10 AM
Troop 2000
Outdoors @ FCC

Board mtg @ Zoom
5:30 PM
Finance Team @
Zoom 6:30 PM

16

17

Graduate Recognition

Hannah Circle

Outdoor Worship
and Online Worship
@ Zoom & YouTube
10 AM
Laura’s PST @
Zoom 3 PM

23

11

18

@ Zoom 1 PM

24

Outdoor Worship
10 AM
Online Worship @
Zoom & YouTube
10 AM

30

31

Outdoor Worship
10 AM
Online Worship @
Zoom & YouTube
10 AM

Memorial Day
Office Closed

5

6

Bible Study @ Zoom
12 Noon
Return Taskforce@
Zoom 5:30 PM
Baptism Class
@ 7 PM

FCC Connect @
Zoom 6 PM
Quaran Teens @
Zoom 8 PM

12

13

Bible Study @ Zoom
12 Noon
Baptism Class
@ 7 PM

FCC Connect @
Zoom 6 PM
Pastoral Support
Teams Orientation
@ Zoom 6 PM
Quaran Teens @
Zoom 8 PM

19

20

CRC @ 10 AM
Bible Study @ Zoom
12 Noon
JYF @ Zoom 6 PM

Clergy Cluster
@12 PM
FCC Connect @
Zoom 6 PM
Quaran Teens @
Zoom 8 PM

25

26

27

Sacred
Conversation on
Race @ Zoom 7 PM

Bible Study @ Zoom
12 Noon

Women Clergy
@ 10 AM
FCC Connect @
Zoom 6 PM
FCC Book Club 7
Quaran Teens @
Zoom 8 PM

7

8

14

15

21

22

28

29

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
(DISCIPLES OF CHRIST)
900 LINCOLNSHIRE PLACE
CORALVILLE, IA 52241-3615

Our regular schedule will resume
when it is safe to do so
We currently have the following worship
opportunities:


Each week when weather permits we will
share outdoor in-person worship at 10am
at the church with masks and distancing.



Each week a new worship service is
posted to our YouTube Channel at 10am
on Sunday.



You are also welcome to join others on
Zoom on Sunday mornings at 9:45am
with worship at 10am. Fellowship and
conversation will be shared following
worship.

All other meetings are also virtual.
For links or assistance, contact Pastor Jill.

