THIS WEEK AT FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
For the week of MAY 27, 2020
A Note from Your Pastor
Dear ones,
This coming Sunday will be the twelfth Sunday when we our worship service will be recorded and we will watch
from our own homes. Twelve Sundays! And the number will continue to increase.
As always, time is a funny thing. In some ways it feels like forever since I have seen your faces and been in your
presence (by the way, it was great to see some of you Monday when you picked up your Pentecost worship
packets!). As I know you do for each other, I ache to be with you. Meanwhile, when I count Sundays on the
calendar I almost can’t believe that we have done this eleven times already and are getting ready for number twelve.
During this time we have been working hard to not let the new ways we are adapting our life together feel like
things we dread, but instead to embrace the lessons that are here for us. In fact, if you remember, on Easter
Sunday—the Sunday of the year when typically the most of us gather in one place and worship and sing and
celebrate together—that was the first Sunday when the church staff all recorded our parts of worship from separate
places because the continuing spread of the virus meant that was the safer choice. And when we did this, we
decided to embrace that this Easter (whether we like it or not) was likely the closest we’ve ever felt to the loneliness
and uncertainty of Jesus’ first disciples. And the joy that we felt, even as it mingled with fear, was a different kind
of joy, in some ways more real, than any other Easter.
As we prepare for this Sunday and for the holy day of Pentecost, again we are embracing the realities in which we
live. After all, remember that the story of the Christian New Testament is the story of a group of disciples who
finally had the courage to leave their fear and step beyond it in faith to carry the good news of Jesus to the world.
Instead of remaining behind locked doors for fear, they began to spread the word about Jesus.

While our situation is different, and staying home in many cases remains the wisest choice, there is still a message
for us to hear. See, typically we celebrate Pentecost (and every other Christian occasion) by gathering in the church
building, singing and praying together, spending time with each other, hopefully being inspired and feeling ready to
go out into the world on God’s behalf. And yet, too often it is easy to leave that feeling at the church and, once we
drive out of the parking lot, to forget our commitment and excitement to serve in Jesus’ name.
But, this Pentecost, we are going to embrace that there is something wonderful about the fact that we, the Church,
have left the building. Now instead of driving to 900 Lincolnshire Pl. to “do our faith,” we are reminded in so many
ways that the place where our faith lives and grows and matters is out in the world—in our homes, in our
neighborhoods, in our communities, in our workplaces, in our virtual gatherings.
Friends, we are not the Church because we gather in a church building. While gathering as a faith community has
many benefits and is something we will look forward to doing again, gathering is not the primary charge of our
faith. Rather, our faith is about dispersing...about going out...about being in the world.
We are the Church whenever and wherever we live and love in Jesus’ name.
We are the Church when we feed the hungry and reach out to the lonely, when we ensure safe and secure housing
for those in poverty and a voice for those who are seldom heard.
We are the Church when we build a relationship with someone who is different from us, when we welcome one
who has more often experienced exclusion, when we search for ways to serve our community and world from the
place of our abundance, and when we recognize that the privilege we experience is not to be used for ourselves
alone but is to be used for the good of God’s kin-dom and all people in it.
While we will be delighted to be back together, we are no less the Church now than we were thirteen weeks ago or
thirteen years ago. In fact, as we think more carefully about how we relate to our world and our neighbors, we may
be the Church even more now than before.

Be well, Jill
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UPCOMING EVENTS
Join Bible Study on Wednesdays at
12:30 pm using ZOOM. If you need the
Zoom link, please contact Pastor Jill.
Upcoming scriptures:
May 27 - Psalm 137:1-6
June 3 - Amos 5:21-24

FCC Connect on Zoom
Every week we have two opportunities to connect
with friends from FCC. These happen Mondays at
10am and Thursdays at 6pm. NOTE: Thursdays is a
new link with a password. If you need the links,
please just ask any of the clergy staff. We can get
them for you. Whether you have joined every week
or would like to try for the first time, you are invited
to use the links above.

Pentecost Packet Pick-Up
Pentecost is May 31 and, in order to help
make our online worship feel a little more
festive, we are distributing worship packets
with materials to be used during worship on May 31.
If you did not pick up your packet on Monday, it is in
the mail and should arrive in your mailbox soon.



QuaranTEENS (6th-12th graders) will meet
each Thursday evening and is now continuing
through June @ 8pm on Zoom w/ Jill & Kara.
Check your email for the link!



JYF (3rd, 4th, 5th graders) will meet on
Thursday, May 28 from 5 - 5:30pm on Zoom.
Check your email for the link!



is moving
online! During June, we will be offering a
virtual VBS experience for our kids! A video
with a Bible story and music will posted to
YouTube once per week to be viewed as you
like. In addition, opportunities will be available
for kids to engage in short crafts, games or
science activities each week on Zoom. We
want to keep this super simple for adults but
still lots of fun for kids! Participation incentives
and sharing will be part of it too! A sign up will
be coming out soon!

Please note that for security, Zoom links for
meetings involving children and youth are
distributed to our mailing list via email only. If you
aren’t receiving the emails and would like to take
part, contact Kara @ icdisciple.kids@gmail.com

New Interest Group Opportunity
Faith in a Time of Pandemic Book Study
Join a three-week conversation around Bruce G. Epperly’s new book (published just this March in response to this
COVID-19 Pandemic). The conversation will be on Sundays, May 31, June 7 and June 14 from 5:30 - 7pm on
Zoom. Each week two chapters of this short book (38 pages total) will be covered. You can secure the book
through Amazon or Barnes & Noble online in either print or electronic version. The church is not ordering books,
although we do have four copies of this book that can be shared if needed. So, if you can’t get it yourself, please
let Pastor Jill know and we’ll get a copy to you (first come, first serve). Laura Kittrell will host this conversation.
Remember—you are invited to host an Interest Group. Just talk to Pastor Jill to get it set up.
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Pentecost Offering for Disciples New Churches
May 31 and June 7 we will be receiving our Pentecost Offering which goes to support new church starts in our
denomination. Since the year 2000 there have been over 1,000 new Disciples churches. Your gifts help to
support more to come. You can give via USPS or PayPal; please indicate “Pentecost” on your offering.

Hunger Banquet Reimagined
Each year CommUnity offers a Hunger Banquet. This is not only a fundraiser to support their
services, but also educates participants in the very real issues of hunger in our community.

This year this event will be virtual and will happen June 17-21 from the comfort of your own
home. Instead of gathering in one place with different people getting different types of meals
(or no food at all) in an effort to represent the varying realities in our community, this year you will stay home
and receive a gift card to purchase meal from a local restaurant. While some will be able to have steak or
lobster, others will have a simple meal, and others no meal at all. Along with randomly assigned demographics
which will determine the level of your gift card, you will receive education about the hunger realities in our
community. To register click here.
All proceeds from this event are critical to the success of the Food Bank. Each year, the Hunger Banquet raises
the financial resources to provide fresh produce and shelf-stable food to more than 1,100 families each week for
6 months out of the year.

For the Month of May: Join the “Connection Challenge”
"Connection Challenge" is a way to encourage people from First Christian Church to reach out to each
other. So (drumroll, please)...here is the challenge for Week #4
Bake some goodies and do a front porch drop off to someone you have been missing. If you don’t
bake, it’s okay to purchase a special treat at the grocery story and share it with a friend from FCC.

Pentecost, the church's birthday
Pentecost was originally a Jewish harvest festival when the first fruits of crops were given as offerings to God. On the first Pentecost after Jesus’ resurrection, the Holy Spirit came upon Jesus’
followers. They were filled with power and love, thus empowering them to witness to God’s actions
in Christ to all who were nearby. Some 3,000 people responded to their claims that Christ was Lord
and Savior of mankind.
The outpouring of the Holy Spirit upon Jesus’ first followers on the day of Pentecost is often called
the Church’s birthday. You can read the entire story in Acts 2.
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Worship Guide for Sunday Worship
Each week we post an electronic worship service on YouTube. The new service will be available beginning at
10am on Sunday. The worship guide below will function as a bulletin for those watching the worship service
and can also be used independently by those who cannot or choose not to access YouTube.
In preparation for participating in worship, you are invited to gather some sort of food and drink to take at
communion time. Remember, these don’t have to be bread and juice or wine. If you desire, you may also
want to have a candle nearby to light as we light the candle at the beginning of worship.

May 31, 2020—Pentecost Sunday
For worship today have your Pentecost Packet handy. You will be instructed when to use the items it contains.

Greeting
Congregational Singing - “Life-Breathing Spirit” (to the tune of “Morning Has Broken”)
Prayer
Today for prayer we are going to use the labyrinth, an ancient tool for prayer. The labyrinth looks
similar to a maze but has one path and is not meant to confuse. As we pray we will move toward
the center, naming and setting down the things that interfere in our being with God. In the center
we will sit in God’s presence. As we move back out from the center we will be sent, with God’s
presence and call on our life, into the world.
Scripture - Acts 2:1-21 (selected verses are printed here; you are encouraged to read the entire passage)
When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place. And suddenly from heaven there
came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the entire house where they were sitting. Divided
tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each of them. All of them were filled with
the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave them ability. Now there were devout
Jews from every nation under heaven living in Jerusalem. And at this sound the crowd gathered and was
bewildered, because each one heard them speaking in the native language of each. Amazed and astonished,
they asked, “Are not all these who are speaking Galileans? And how is it that we hear, each of us, in our own
native language? Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus
and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome,
both Jews and proselytes, Cretans and Arabs—in our own languages we hear them speaking about God’s
deeds of power.” All were amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, “What does this mean?”
Children’s Moment
Sermon - The Church Has Left the Building
Consider the following questions: Who are the people God is calling us today to reach out to and serve? How
has not being able to come to a church building caused you to interact with the world differently? What do
you miss about gathering? What about not being able to gather in a building can strengthen our faith?
Offering
During this time we appreciate all who are continuing their financial commitment to FCC using the USPS or the
“Donate” button on the website. We also encourage you to consider other ways you can be an offering
beyond our congregation, to the community and our world. Find an act of kindness to share today.
Communion
On Pentecost we celebrate the call of God on our lives. As you take the elements of communion, use this
moment to commit your body again to God’s work and to invite God’s loving spirit to flow through you.
Congregational Singing - “Wake, the Dawn Is Now Full Rising” (Chalice Hymnal #239 vs. 2)

Benediction

Sun

Mon

Tue

3
10
17
24

4
11
18
25

5
12
19
26

Children’s Sunday
School @ Zoom
9:30 AM
Online Worship @
YouTube 10 AM

Memorial Day

Staff Mtg @ Zoom
10 AM
Return to Worship
Taskforce @ Zoom
6:30 PM

Bible Study @ Zoom
12:30 PM

1-Morgan Kittrell
Estabrook
1-Alex Wheeler
2-Simon Samuel
4-Melea White
4-Sara Klosterboer
8-Sheree Williams

11-Quinn Thomas
12-Kara Seaton
12-Margaret
Rossman
15-Ted Knights
16-Sherry Child
20-Gabe Clark

31
Online Worship @
YouTube 10 AM
Interest Group Faith in a Time of
Pandemic Book
Study @ Zoom
5:30 PM

FCC Connect @
Zoom 10 AM

MAY
Birthdays:

Wed

29
6
13
20
27

April

Thu

Fri

Sat

30
7
14
21
28

1
8
15
22
29

2
9
16
23
30

April

Women Clergy 10 AM

JYF @ Zoom 5 PM
FCC Connect @
Zoom 6 PM
Bk Club @ Zoom 7
Quaran-TEENS (6th12th) @ Zoom 8 PM
25-Kevin Keyser
27-Rebecca Clark
28-Violet WhiteHaar
29-Pastor Jill
Cameron Michel
29-Tracey Schmidt
31-Jen Knights

(Early) JUNE
Birthdays:
2-John MelbyOetken
3-Kevin Klein
4-Helen Grider

4-Al Kittrell
6-Mike Schluckebier
8-Ruth Ebersole

JUNE 2020
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

5

6

Bible Study @ Zoom
12:30 PM

FCC Connect @
Zoom 6 PM
Quaran-TEENS (6th12th) @ Zoom 8 PM

10

11

12

13

FCC Connect @
Zoom 10 AM
Elders @ Zoom 5 PM
Return to Worship
Taskforce @ Zoom
6:30 PM

7

8

Online Worship @
YouTube 10 AM
Interest Group Faith in a Time of
Pandemic Book
Study @ Zoom
5:30 PM

VBS Supply Pick-up
9 AM—12 noon
FCC Connect @
Zoom 10 AM

9
VBS Videos @
YouTube
Staff Mtg @ Zoom
10 AM

Bible Study @ Zoom
FCC Connect @
12:30 PM
Zoom 6 PM
Executive Committee Quaran-TEENS (6th@ Zoom 5:30 PM
12th) @ Zoom 8 PM

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
(DISCIPLES OF CHRIST)
900 LINCOLNSHIRE PLACE
CORALVILLE, IA 52241-3615

Our regular schedule will resume
when it is safe to do so
Sunday Services:
10 AM Church Service, 11 AM Coffee/Fellowship
Church Office: Phone #: 319-337-4181
Hours: Monday thru Thursday 9AM to 12PM
Staff:

Pastor: Jill Cameron Michel
(home) 319-665-2276 (cell) 417-439-7391
icdisciple.pastor@gmail.com
Office Administrator: Peggy Bothell
icdisciple.sec@gmail.com
Minister of Music & Worship: Laura Kittrell
icdisciple.music@gmail.com
Minister of Children, Youth & Families: Kara Seaton

icdisciple.kids@gmail.com
Janitorial: Michael Hull
m.hull84@yahoo.com

Pentecost is coming...May 31

