THIS WEEK AT FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
For the Week of May 26, 2021
A Note from our Pastor
Friends,
What a year (well, a little more now) it has been. In the midst of the changes, challenges, and gifts we also need to
acknowledge that there are things about this year that have been particularly exhausting. Life has a way of wearing
us out, but this year we have likely been even more aware of that. And while it can be hard, one of the gifts is that
many of us have made a commitment to self-care and renewal. And this is so important! There is a reason that
scripture tells us God rested on the seventh day...there is a reason a regular routine of sabbath is built in to the laws
of Judeo-Christian tradition...there is a reason we get sick when we don’t get enough sleep. Rest and sabbath
matter.
As we move into our summer rhythms, I encourage you to make sabbath rest a priority. I encourage you to build
some times into your day or your week that aren’t about being productive, but about simply being, about delighting
in God’s presence and the good gifts of this life.
My children’s school year ends tomorrow. I have been aware that with this transition my schedule also changes as
my days are no longer built around morning drop off, afternoon pick up, and other school routines and activities.
So, I am making a commitment to reshape my routines to include self-care and intentional weekly periods of
renewal. Among the things I will be doing are spending part of each Thursday morning doing intentional spiritual
care and spending my Fridays off doing some exploring and connecting with my kids.
I am also excited about a gift the Personnel Committee has decided to share with our clergy staff recognizing the
deep commitment, willing flexibility, and eager creativity that has helped us make our way through this unusual
year remaining connected and committed to our community and calling. You can read more about this below.

With care, Jill 319-665-2276 (home)

A Note From Your Personnel Team
Friends of First Christian,
We are so grateful for the leadership of our staff, especially our three pastors, during this unusual year. They
have given so much of themselves and have adapted so well and willingly in order to continue serving us and
helping us feel connected. We are appreciative and we also recognize that this has been differently exhausting.
In light of this, we are offering them the gift of a period of renewal time this summer. Over the summer months
each of our pastors will be off for a period of a few weeks. We hope that this gives them time to renew,
reconnect with themselves and their loved ones, and return to us ready to reengage. During these periods we
ask that you respect their time away and also, should they ask you to take on a responsibility in their absence,
we encourage you to say “yes” whenever you can.
Laura will take her time of renewal June 5 - 26.
Kara will take her time of renewal July 3 - 24.
Jill will be a church camp the week of July 19, followed by a time of renewal July 26 - August 8.
Thank you for being a congregation who cares about the health and well-being of our leaders.
Sincerely, The Personnel Team
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Mark Your Calendars...
Join Bible Study using Zoom.
We meet at 12noon each
Wednesday.
Upcoming scriptures:
May 26 - Matthew 6:25-34
June 2 - I Corinthians 10:13

May Book Club
The Murmur of Bees by Sofia
Segovia is a historical novel with a
touch of fantasy set in Mexico
during the Mexican Revolution and 1918 flu
outbreak. The book is the topic for the next
meeting of the FCC Book Club on Thursday, May
27, at 7pm. Join us on Zoom using this link or by
calling in. Ask leaders if you have any questions
about this week’s meeting.

Painting Party:
May 27
If you signed up for the Painting Party on Zoom
with Julie Fitzpatrick, you should have received
your supplies and a confirmation email with
the Zoom link. If you are missing anything you
need, please let Pastor Jill know
(icdisciple.pastor@gmail.com).

We are looking forward to Vacation Bible School
this summer! As we strive to meet the needs of all
families, there will be both online and in-person
options as we explore God’s stories through sharing,
mission, science, craft and more! In-person
programming will be held on Wednesdays (June 16,
23 & 30) @ 6:30PM. As we continue to observe
COVID safety protocols, this will be outdoors and
family centered, with adults being asked to stay
with their household (or previously established
COVID-bubbles) and helping their
children navigate activities which will
be led by other adults and volunteers.
Online components will have take
home kits and videos. Register here!

Save The Date: Free
Lunch Program
First Christian will serve at the
Free Lunch Program (FLP) on Saturday, June 26. As
usual we will be looking for food donations as well
as people to work at FLP that day. Youth are
welcome to serve with an adult. More information
and sign ups will soon be coming.

Return to the Building Taskforce Update
The Return to the Building Taskforce is giving careful consideration to the new CDC updates as well as increasing
availability of vaccines to more, though not all, of our congregation. After meeting Sunday, the committee
affirmed we should continue to mask in large group and intergenerational activities such as worship, but will
allow vaccinated people, including staff, to be in the building unmasked, should they choose. Discussion is also in
progress regarding a return to indoor worship this summer and soon the Taskforce will be sending out a survey to
get feedback from the congregation. Please be watching your email or postal mail for the survey and plan to
participate. We want to hear from you.
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FCC Connect - Thursdays @ 6pm
Join us for a time of conversation with friends from FCC.
We gather on Zoom each Thursday at 6pm.
Join us every week or once in a while.

Join Us for Worship Each Sunday


Outdoor In-Person Worship will happen each week
unless the weather causes us to cancel. Worship will
begin at 10am on the front lawn at the church. Bring
your lawn chair and mask.



To join us on Zoom, log in between 9:45 and 10am
using the link provided. Stay after worship to visit
with others.



You can also find weekly worship on YouTube.

Registration for Summer Camp at the Christian
Conference Center in Newton is ongoing!
Covid related protocols will be in place as they plan for a
fun summer camp experience this year. FCC covers 50%
of the cost of registration for participating families and
more if needed. There are options for all ages and
interests. Contact Kara at icdisciples.kids@gmail.com or
learn more about camp from the region’s website here.

“Jesus, Stand Among Us”
Jesus, stand among us, in your risen power;
Let this time of worship be a hallowed hour.

FCC's Child Protection Policy requires our
volunteers who work with children and youth
to participate in training every 2 years. Many of
you participated in training in May of 2019, and
are due for biennial training. Training this year
will happen online via Zoom, and you have 2
opportunities to participate; Wednesday, June
2 @ 7pm or Sunday, June 6 @ 4pm. Plan to
spend about an hour online with the Child
Protection Committee as we review FCC policy,
including new updates approved by the
board, and discuss scenarios related to keeping
our children & youth safe. As we begin to
return to more activities, it will be important to
have your training up to date, so please don't
miss out.
Sign up for training HERE and if you have
questions about the training, including if you
are due for it, please reach out to Kara.

PRAYER'S POWER
Prayer lays hold of God’s plan and
becomes the link between his will and its
accomplishment on earth. Amazing things
happen, and we are given the privilege of
being the channels of the Holy Spirit’s
prayer.

Breathe the Holy Spirit into every heart;
Bid the fears and sorrows from each soul
depart.
Thus with quickened footsteps we pursue our
way, watching for the dawning of eternal day.
—William Pennefather

—Elisabeth Elliot
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Worship Guide for Sunday Worship
Each week we post an electronic worship service on YouTube (and gather together on Zoom). The new service is
available beginning at 10am on Sunday. The worship guide below will function as a bulletin for those watching the
worship service and can also be used independently by those who cannot or choose not to access YouTube.
In preparation for participating in worship, you are invited to gather food and drink to take at communion time.
Remember, these don’t have to be bread and juice or wine. You may also want to have a candle nearby to light.

May 30, 2021
Greeting
Congregational Singing - “Surely the Presence of the Lord”
Prayer
Children’s Moment
Scripture - John 15:26-27; 16:4b-15
“When the Advocate comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, the Spirit of truth who comes from the
Father, he will testify on my behalf. You also are to testify because you have been with me from the beginning. ...
“I did not say these things to you from the beginning, because I was with you. But now I am going to him who sent
me; yet none of you asks me, ‘Where are you going?’ But because I have said these things to you, sorrow has filled
your hearts. Nevertheless I tell you the truth: it is to your advantage that I go away, for if I do not go away, the Advocate will not come to you; but if I go, I will send him to you. And when he comes, he will prove the world wrong
about sin and righteousness and judgment: about sin, because they do not believe in me; about righteousness, because I am going to the Father and you will see me no longer; about judgment, because the ruler of this world has
been condemned.
“I still have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now. When the Spirit of truth comes, he will
guide you into all the truth; for he will not speak on his own, but will speak whatever he hears, and he will declare
to you the things that are to come. He will glorify me, because he will take what is mine and declare it to you. All
that the Father has is mine. For this reason I said that he will take what is mine and declare it to you.”
Sermon - Advocates and Advocating
In today’s text Jesus tells his disciples that when he leaves the Advocate will come. What is an advocate? Do you
ever think of the Holy Spirit in those terms? If the Holy Spirit advocates on our behalf, what is asked of us?
Offering
We appreciate all who are continuing their financial commitment to FCC using the USPS or the “Donate” button.
We also encourage you to consider other ways you can be an offering to the community and our world.
Communion
As you take communion, use this moment to commit your body again to God’s work and to invite God’s loving spirit
to flow through you.
Congregational Singing - “Holy Light”
Benediction

Thank you to those who joined our staff in leading worship this past Sunday. Leaders included:
Sara Riggs (children’s moment), Max & Yury Clark (scripture readers), Karen Dawson (Elder), John
McKinstry (music for online worship), and Malinda Thomas (music for outdoor worship). Thank
you to our set up crew and outdoor worshipping participants for adapting due to Sunday morning
weather.
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FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
(DISCIPLES OF CHRIST)
900 LINCOLNSHIRE PLACE
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Our regular schedule will resume
when it is safe to do so
We currently have the following worship
opportunities:


Each week when weather permits we will
share outdoor in-person worship at 10am
at the church with masks and distancing.



Each week a new worship service is
posted to our YouTube Channel at 10am
on Sunday.



You are also welcome to join others on
Zoom on Sunday mornings at 9:45am
with worship at 10am. Fellowship and
conversation will be shared following
worship.

All other meetings are also virtual.
For links or assistance, contact Pastor Jill.

