THIS WEEK AT FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
For the week of MAY 20, 2020
A Note from Your Pastor
Dear ones,
When we first moved to Indianapolis the home we purchased backed up to fields. One of the things I loved was
that we were in a neighborhood where we could walk our dog, where our children made friends with the children
across the street, where we had a pond to go fishing, where we made deep friendships. The other thing I loved was
that out back you could see across the field to a distant line of trees, you could hear the coyotes at night and in the
spring the whimper of their babies. Over the short three years we were there our fields turned into the next phase of
our housing development. As those houses were built one of our favorite activities on evening walks was to go
inside the half-constructed homes. We liked to see the various floor plans, to think about what we would choose if
we were building, to watch the progress on homes that would belong to our future neighbors.
I have thought about this many times since I first heard the name Ahmaud Arbery. After all, my family and I never
worried about the reaction anyone might have to our going into these homes. Likewise, while walking around the
neighborhood or playing tennis at the dead end of our street or letting our dog, Henry, swim in the neighborhood
pond, we never worried for our safety.
The same is not true for our friends of color. In ways that I can’t even imagine they have to live with an awareness
of what their presence means simply because of the color of their skin.
Another story...One night in late February, as COVID-19 was first making its way into my consciousness, Jim and I
pulled into the parking lot of a restaurant to meet friends for dinner. As we did so we were listening to an interview
with a doctor who was talking about thorough hand washing, reminding people not to forget under their rings and
fingernails, between the fingers, and the backside of the hands especially near the thumbs where it is easy to miss. I
remember those early days of vigilance trying to do it right, where each time I washed my hands I would think
carefully about every move I made, watch for suds on every bit of skin, and count to make sure I fulfilled the 20
second recommendation. What I never worried about was whether or not I would have access to running water.
The same is not true for our Native American friends. In ways that I can’t even imagine many of them are trying to
stay healthy amidst a global pandemic without the most basic of resources.
Friends, it makes us feel better to see the progress. It makes us feel better to talk about the diversity of our local
school district or the elected officials who are people of color, even immigrants. But racism is alive and well.
In this past Sunday’s sermon I challenged us to come out the other end of this pandemic not just “as usual” but
better than we were before. One of the ways that we can continue to grow is by using some of this time to do the
hard work of educating ourselves on the realities for those who are not like us. One of the things we can do with
our time is to continue to advocate for those who are struggling whether because of skin color, citizenship status,
poverty or other causes - all of which have systemic roots that we have a responsibility to address. Part of
becoming better is being more just and working for systems that care for all people, not just some, in fair and
compassionate ways.
As I remind myself and you of this challenge, I share this prayer by Barbara Glasson:
We are not people of fear: we are people of courage.
We are not people who protect our own safety: we are people who protect our neighbor’s safety.
We are not people of greed: we are people of generosity.
We are your people God, giving and loving,
wherever we are, whatever it costs
for as long as it takes, wherever you call us.

Be well, Jill
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UPCOMING EVENTS
Join Bible Study on Wednesdays at
12:30 pm using ZOOM. If you need the
Zoom link, please contact Pastor Jill.
Upcoming scriptures:



happening one more Sunday @ 9:30am on Zoom.
After May 24 we will be on summer break.

May 20 - Acts 2:1-21
May 27 - Psalm 137:1-6


Pentecost Packet Pick-Up
Pentecost is May 31 and, while it will still be
online, worship will look a little different
that day. We are providing a Pentecost
Worship Packet to each household which
contains items we will use during worship. You can
pick them up at church on Mon, May 25 , 12noon 1pm or 5 - 6pm. The packets will contain latex
balloons and glow sticks, so if there are allergies in
your household, please let us know by Friday. Packets
will be mailed to those who can’t come pick them up.

QuaranTEENS (6th-12th graders) will meet each
Thursday evening during May @ 8pm on Zoom w/
Jill & Kara.

FCC Connect on Zoom
Every week we have two opportunities to connect
with friends from FCC. These happen Mondays at
10am and Thursdays at 6pm. Whether you have
joined every week or would like to try for the first
time, you are invited to use the links above.

Sunday School (for age 4 through 5th grade) is



JYF (3rd, 4th, 5th graders) will meet on Thursday,
May 28 from 5 - 5:30pm on Zoom.



will be online in
June! Beginning the second week of June, each
week for 4 weeks, a weekly Bible story and music
will be available on YouTube to be viewed as you
like. In addition, there will be live opportunities for
kids to engage in crafts, games or science activities
each week on Zoom. A weekly bag of supplies will
be available for pick up along with instructions for
all the activities in case you are not able to attend
the Zoom meetings. This will be super simple for
adults but still fun for kids! Designed with kids age
4 through 5th grade (completed) in mind. Please
sign up here to take part.

Please note that for security, Zoom links for meetings
involving children and youth are distributed to our mailing
list via email only. If you aren’t on the list and would like to
take part, contact Kara @ icdisciple.kids@gmail.com

New Interest Group Opportunity
Faith in a Time of Pandemic Book Study
Join a three-week conversation around Bruce G. Epperly’s new book (published just this March in response to this
COVID-19 Pandemic). The conversation will be on Sundays, May 31, June 7 and June 14 from 5:30 - 7pm on
Zoom. Each week two chapters of this short book (38 pages total) will be covered. You can secure the book
through Amazon or Barnes & Noble online in either print or electronic version. The church is not ordering books,
although we do have four copies of this book that can be shared if needed. So, if you can’t get it yourself, please
let Pastor Jill know and we’ll get a copy to you (first come, first serve). Laura Kittrell will host this conversation.
Remember—you are invited to host an Interest Group. Just talk to Pastor Jill to get it set up.
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Johnson County Aging in Place Forums

Covid-19 + Housing
As of last word, the moratorium on evictions and
foreclosures will not be extended past May 27.
This means that many people who have been
struggling in our communities may now see that
struggle increase.
The Johnson County Affordable Housing Coalition
has put out good information regarding utilities,
rent and homeowner resources.

If you are in danger of losing housing or utilities for
financial reasons or know someone who is, visit
this webpage or ask Pastor Jill to forward the email
with this information to you.

The following forums are now online. They are also
free and open to the public. Registration in advance
is required. You can sign up using this link.
COVID-19: Facts, Myths & Resources
TODAY May 20, 12noon—1pm
Estate Planning When Going on Medicaid
June 10, 12noon—1pm
Working with Contractors to Modify Your Home
July 8, 12noon—1pm
Gadgets to Make Life Easier
August 12, 12noon—1pm
Starting to Declutter
September 9, 12noon—1pm
Housing Options when Deciding to Downsize
October 14, 12noon—1pm

For the Month of May: Join the “Connection Challenge”
"Connection Challenge" is a way to encourage people from First Christian Church to reach out to each
other. So (drumroll, please)...here is the challenge for Week #3:
Write a note - yes, a handwritten note sent with a stamp - to someone from First Christian who you
are missing.

BIBLE QUIZ
While 70 Israelite men were
commissioned as prophets at the
tent of meeting, two others,
Eldad and Medad, were reported
to have prophesied in the camp
— not following “proper” protocols. Who defended
them?
A. Moses
B. Joshua
C. Jethro
D. The Lord
Answer: See Numbers 11:24-29.

The wine of the Spirit
“No one puts new wine into old wineskins,” said Jesus
(Luke 5:37). Drawing on this statement, a preacher in
sixth-century Africa proclaimed in a Pentecost homily:
“It was with good reason, then, that some people,
when they heard the apostles speaking in every
tongue, said, ‘They are filled with the new wine.’ For
they had become fresh wineskins, they had been renewed by the grace of holiness, so that when they
were filled with the new wine, that is, with the Holy
Spirit, they spoke with fervor in every tongue. …
"Celebrate, then, this day as members of the one body
of Christ. Your celebration will not be in vain if you
are what you celebrate, if you hold fast to the church
which the Lord filled with his Holy Spirit.”
Fifteen centuries later, may that call still resonate
with us. May we be so renewed by God’s grace as to
be worthy vessels of the new wine of the Holy Spirit —
and to share it with the world.
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Worship Guide for Sunday Worship
Each week we post an electronic worship service on YouTube. The new service will be available beginning at
10am on Sunday. The worship guide below will function as a bulletin for those watching the worship service
and can also be used independently by those who cannot or choose not to access YouTube.
In preparation for participating in worship, you are invited to gather some sort of food and drink to take at
communion time. Remember, these don’t have to be bread and juice or wine. If you desire, you may also
want to have a candle nearby to light as we light the candle at the beginning of worship.

May 24, 2020
Greeting
Congregational Singing - “Come, Christians, Join to Sing” (Chalice Hymnal #90, vs 1 and 2)
Prayer
Take a moment to center yourself. Pay attention to the ways and places God shows up in your life.
Pray for your church community, for those you miss seeing during this time when we are separated. Pray for
those who are in the process of re-entering into limited public life. Pray for those who are faced with the
possibility of losing their homes as the moratorium on evictions ends this week. Pray for those who suffer from
violence and dehumanization due to racial bigotry.
Scripture - John 21:15-19
When they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon son of John, do you love me more than
these?” He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know that I love you.” Jesus said to him, “Feed my lambs.” A second
time he said to him, “Simon son of John, do you love me?” He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know that I love
you.” Jesus said to him, “Tend my sheep.” He said to him the third time, “Simon son of John, do you love
me?” Peter felt hurt because he said to him the third time, “Do you love me?” And he said to him, “Lord, you
know everything; you know that I love you.” Jesus said to him, “Feed my sheep. Very truly, I tell you, when
you were younger, you used to fasten your own belt and to go wherever you wished. But when you grow old,
you will stretch out your hands, and someone else will fasten a belt around you and take you where you do
not wish to go.” (He said this to indicate the kind of death by which he would glorify God). After this he said
to him, “Follow me.”
Children’s Moment
Sermon - Discipleship: It’s Not Supposed to Be Easy
Jesus truly loved and cared for people. We can see as he entrusts his sheep (people) to Peter. In what ways
have we been entrusted to care for God's people? When we look at the lives of Jesus and the disciples, we
can see that living a God-centered life is not easy. How can we push beyond the easy ways to take care of one
another, to consider ways that make real meaningful change in our world?
Offering
During this time we appreciate all who are continuing their financial commitment to FCC using the USPS or the
“Donate” button on the website. We also encourage you to consider other ways you can be an offering
beyond our congregation, to the community and our world. Find an act of kindness to share today.
Communion
The table is a place that welcomes us and nourishes us, but also a place that sends us out into the world to live
and love on behalf of Jesus. As you take the elements of communion you have in your home, use this moment
to commit your body again to God’s work and to invite God’s loving spirit to flow through you.
Congregational Singing - “Thuma Mina” (Chalice Hymnal #447, vs 1, 2, 3)

Benediction

Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed
April

April

30

Bible Study @ Zoom
12:30 PM

JYF (3rd, 4th, 5th
graders) @ Zoom
5 PM
FCC Connect @
Zoom 6 PM

6

7

3

4

Children’s Sunday
School @ Zoom
9:30 AM
Online Worship @
YouTube 10 AM

FCC Connect @
Zoom 10 AM

10

11

12

13

14

Children’s Sunday
School @ Zoom
9:30 AM
Online Worship @
YouTube 10 AM

FCC Connect @
Zoom 10 AM
Online Concert @
Zoom 6:30 PM

Staff Mtg @ Zoom
10 AM

Bible Study @ Zoom
12:30 PM

JYF (3rd, 4th, 5th
graders) @ Zoom
5 PM
FCC Connect @
Zoom 6 PM
Quaran-TEENS (6th12th) @ Zoom 8 PM

17

18

19

20

21

Children’s Sunday
School @ Zoom
9:30 AM
Online Worship @
YouTube 10 AM

FCC Connect @
Zoom 10 AM

Interest Group Recipe Hospitality:
Calling all Cooks
(and non-cooks too)
@ Zoom 7 PM

Bible Study @ Zoom
12:30 PM

FCC Connect @
Zoom 6 PM
Quaran-TEENS (6th12th grade) @ Zoom
8 PM

24

25

26

27

28

Children’s Sunday
School @ Zoom
9:30 AM
Online Worship @
YouTube 10 AM

Memorial Day

Staff Mtg @ Zoom
10 AM

Bible Study @ Zoom
12:30 PM

Women Clergy 10 AM

31
Online Worship @
YouTube 10 AM
Interest Group Faith in a Time of
Pandemic Book
Study @ Zoom
5:30 PM

FCC Connect @
Zoom 10 AM

5

29

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

8

9

Bible Study @ Zoom
FCC Connect @
12:30 PM
Zoom 6 PM
Interest Group Quaran-TEENS (6thRadical Hospitality: 12th grade) @ Zoom
Everyone is welcome
8 PM
at the library! @
Zoom 5 PM

JYF @ Zoom 5 PM
FCC Connect @
Zoom 6 PM
Bk Club @ Zoom 7
Quaran-TEENS (6th12th) @ Zoom 8 PM

Interest Group Game Time
(Scattergories) @
Zoom 4 PM

15

16

22

23

29

30

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
(DISCIPLES OF CHRIST)
900 LINCOLNSHIRE PLACE
CORALVILLE, IA 52241-3615

Our regular schedule will resume
when it is safe to do so
Sunday Services:
10 AM Church Service, 11 AM Coffee/Fellowship
Church Office: Phone #: 319-337-4181
Hours: Monday thru Thursday 9AM to 12PM
Staff:

Pastor: Jill Cameron Michel
(home) 319-665-2276 (cell) 417-439-7391
icdisciple.pastor@gmail.com
Office Administrator: Peggy Bothell
icdisciple.sec@gmail.com
Minister of Music & Worship: Laura Kittrell
icdisciple.music@gmail.com
Minister of Children, Youth & Families: Kara Seaton

icdisciple.kids@gmail.com
Janitorial: Michael Hull
m.hull84@yahoo.com

