THIS WEEK AT FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
For the Week of May 19, 2021
Dear Friends,

A Note from Pastor Kara

What are your first memories of Vacation Bible School? Perhaps you remember participating as a child...maybe it
was your home church or maybe you attended with a friend. Perhaps you didn’t get introduced to Vacation Bible
School until later, as an adult, when you were recruited to help. Or maybe the idea is completely new to you.
The origins of Vacation Bible School can be traced back to 1894, when D.T. Miles, a Sunday School and public
school teacher, started a daily Bible school in the summer. Her motivation was she felt she didn’t have enough time
in Sunday School to share the Bible with kids. That first VBS enrolled 40 students (source: Wikipedia).

While we retain the name, Vacation Bible School has changed in many ways. It has become a time focused on our
kids as we share stories from the Bible and the love of Jesus through skits, songs, crafts, games, mission and more.
It’s when the kids take over the church as they are in and out of the building and the outdoors, learning about God,
making friends, and getting to know many of adults in the congregation. It’s when people of all ages, skills and
interests come together, and serve both behind the scenes and center stage to share God’s love with our kids.
Last year we had to be completely online, which offered some challenges, but also gifts, including connecting with
kids who don’t live locally but were still able to participate. This year, we acknowledge that families have a variety
of needs, so we are offering both online and in-person programming. Our in-person programing will take place
outdoors at the church, and I look forward to having families participate as pods with their household members as
well as any others they choose to bring. In these times, we think this will bring the right mix of safety and fun.
As you read this, we are exactly 4 weeks until our first day of 2021 Vacation Bible School at FCC. And while I get
caught up in the details most days, I want to take the opportunity to pause and remember what VBS is about and
why it is important at FCC. I wonder what memories of VBS you might have with our church. I would love to hear
them, if you’d like to call or email them to me. Recently, my daughter, Maya, received a note from a church
member. This note shared a memory of connecting with Maya when she was just a toddler at Vacation Bible School.
It warmed my heart to learn about this point of connection between an adult volunteer and my small child from 9
years ago! Our congregation is truly a community and family, and for that I am so very grateful.
My first memory of Vacation Bible School was being a youth helper. I loved my role as teacher’s assistant, working
with the kids as we sang songs, put together crafts and played games. Perhaps it was there that my calling was born,
to connect and share God’s love with children. But today what overshadows that memory, is all the memories that
have been made with our congregation at Vacation Bible School over the years. So I thank you all for the parts you
have played in the past, as well as the ways you will be part of and support this ministry in the future.

Warmly, Kara

Sacred Conversation on Race—May 25
Join us on Zoom on Tuesday, May 25 at 7pm for another Sacred Conversation on Race. Since this is the one
year anniversary of the murder of George Floyd, we will share in a time of prayer and reflection together
including conversation around the following questions:
 What has changed in the last year?
 Has the impact that was so apparent in the months following Floyd's death remained?
 What commitments have we made as people? as a congregation?
 What are we called to do moving forward?
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Mark Your Calendars...
Join Bible Study using Zoom. We
meet at 12noon each Wednesday.
Upcoming scriptures:
May 19 - John 15:26-27; 16:4b-15
May 26 - Matthew 6:25-34

Sunday is Pentecost!
Whether you are worshipping with us in-person
on the lawn at church, on Zoom, or on your own
time through YouTube, Pentecost is a Sunday
when we traditionally wear red. So, pull out your
favorite red for worship on May 23.

We will be receiving the Pentecost Offering again
on Sunday, May 23. This denomination wide
offering supports the development of new
Disciples congregations. Please mark checks or
online giving “Pentecost”.

May Book Club Selection
Meet Damian Rivas
We are excited to announce that
we have hired Damian Rivas as our
Technology and Communications
Assistant. Damian will be working
remotely from his home in North
Carolina. He comes with experience doing this
kind of work for several congregations.

The Murmur of Bees by Sofia Segovia
is a historical novel with a touch of
fantasy set in Mexico during the
Mexican Revolution and 1918 flu
outbreak. The book is the topic for the next
meeting of the FCC Book Club on Thursday, May
27, at 7pm.

May Fellowship Events and Activities
You are invited to join us for the following activities:
Saturday, May 22, 3 - 5pm: Outdoor Games on the back lawn at FCC led by the Thomas family


Do you enjoy croquet, bags, bocci ball, and other outdoor games? Come join friends from
FCC for an afternoon of fun. All ages welcome. (Rain date will be Wed, May 26 at 6:30pm)

Sunday, May 23 after Outdoor Worship: Hiking at Linder Point led by Steve & Lora Dunham


Spring is a great time to enjoy a hike - why not do it with friends from church? Join Steve &
Lora and others to go hiking immediately following outdoor worship. Wear your hiking
clothes to church and bring your water.

Thursday, May 27 at 7pm: Painting Party on Zoom led by Julie Fitzpatrick


This event is open to youth and adults and will take place on Zoom. Please use this link to
register by Thursday, May 20. A canvas, paints, and paintbrushes will be provided.

This Week at First Christian Church

May 19, 2021

Thank you to all those who have been working hard
to make the grounds beautiful this spring and to all who
helped prepare the church building for painting.


FCC Connect - Thursdays @ 6pm
Join us for a time of conversation with friends from FCC.
We gather on Zoom each Thursday at 6pm.

QuaranTEENS (6th-12th graders) meets
each Thursday evening at 8pm on Zoom for
both fun and meaningful conversation.



Join us every week or once in a while.

JYF (3rd-5th graders) meets once a month
during the school year on Zoom. Meetings

are on Wednesday nights from 6-7pm with
the last one of this school year being tonight

Join Us for Worship Each Sunday


Outdoor In-Person Worship will happen each week
unless the weather causes us to cancel. Worship will
begin at 10am on the front lawn at the church. Bring
your lawn chair and mask.



To join us on Zoom, log in between 9:45 and 10am
using the Zoom link provided. Stay after worship to
visit with others.



You can also find weekly worship on YouTube.

- May 19.


Sunday School (preschool through 5th
graders) is on hiatus so families can
participate in outdoor worship.

For security, Zoom links for meetings involving
children and youth are distributed to our mailing
list via email only. If you aren’t receiving the
emails and would like to take part, contact Kara
@ icdisciple.kids@gmail.com

Registration for Summer Camp at the Christian Conference Center in
Newton is open! Covid related protocols will be in place for can safe and
fun summer camp experience this year. FCC covers 50% of the cost of registration for participating families and
more if needed. There are options for all ages and interests. Space is limited, so sign up soon. Contact Kara
at icdisciples.kids@gmail.com or learn more here.

A SHARED EXPERIENCE
What comes to mind when you hear the word Pentecost? Many people think
of a mighty wind, tongues of fire and multiple languages. But Acts 2 begins
with another detail that’s just as key: Jesus’ disciples “were all together in
one place.” Because they were together physically and spiritually, the early
believers didn’t miss the life-changing, world-changing birth of the Church.
The pandemic, while changing our definition of gathering, also highlighted
our need for interaction. If Jesus’ first followers hadn’t been assembled on
Pentecost, they would’ve missed the outpouring of God’s power and the
indescribable joy God had for them. Think about what believers today
might miss if we neglect to worship with other friends of Christ. Who would want to miss God’s blessings,
promises and joy?
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Worship Guide for Sunday Worship
Each week we post an electronic worship service on YouTube (and gather together on Zoom). The new service is
available beginning at 10am on Sunday. The worship guide below will function as a bulletin for those watching the
worship service and can also be used independently by those who cannot or choose not to access YouTube.
In preparation for participating in worship, you are invited to gather food and drink to take at communion time.
Remember, these don’t have to be bread and juice or wine. You may also want to have a candle nearby to light.

May 23, 2021 - Pentecost Sunday
Greeting
Congregational Singing - “Wake, the Dawn is Now Full Rising”
Prayer
Children’s Moment
Scripture - Acts 2:1-21 (excerpts printed here)
When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place. And suddenly from heaven there came a
sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the entire house where they were sitting. Divided tongues, as of
fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each of them. All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and
began to speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave them ability.
Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven living in Jerusalem. And at this sound the crowd
gathered and was bewildered, because each one heard them speaking in the native language of each. Amazed and
astonished, they asked, “Are not all these who are speaking Galileans? And how is it that we hear, each of us, in
our own native language? Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia,
Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from
Rome, both Jews and proselytes, Cretans and Arabs—in our own languages we hear them speaking about God’s
deeds of power.” All were amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, “What does this mean?” ...
This is what was spoken through the prophet Joel:
‘In the last days it will be, God declares, that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall see visions, and your old men shall dream dreams.
Even upon my slaves, both men and women, in those days I will pour out my Spirit; and they shall prophesy….”
Sermon - Put on Your Crash Helmets
What do you think of when you hear Pentecost? It is a day of sights and sounds that are different than usual
because it is a day when we are called out to have an impact on the world. It is a day when we are reminded that
faithfulness isn’t easy but is important. What is God calling you to do? How is God gifting you?
Offering
We appreciate all who are continuing their financial commitment to FCC using the USPS or the “Donate” button.
We also encourage you to consider other ways you can be an offering to the community and our world.
Communion
As you take communion, use this moment to commit your body again to God’s work and to invite God’s loving spirit
to flow through you.
Congregational Singing - “Spirit”
Benediction

Thank you to those who joined our staff in leading worship this past Sunday. Leaders included:
Thea Coobs (Scripture at outdoor worship), Melea White (Scripture and Communion Prayer on
recorded worship), Al Zimmerman (recorded music).

MAY
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat
1

2

3

4

Outdoor Worship
10 AM
Online Worship @
Zoom & YouTube
10 AM

9

10

Outdoor Worship
10 AM
Online Worship @
Zoom & YouTube
10 AM
Troop 2000
Outdoors @ FCC

Board mtg @ Zoom
5:30 PM
Finance Team @
Zoom 6:30 PM

16

17

Graduate Recognition

Hannah Circle

Outdoor Worship
and Online
Worship @ Zoom &
YouTube 10 AM
Laura’s PST @
Zoom 3 PM

23

11

18

Outdoor Worship
10 AM
Online Worship @
Zoom & YouTube
10 AM
Hike following
worship

30

31

Outdoor Worship
10 AM
Online Worship @
Zoom & YouTube
10 AM

Memorial Day
Office Closed

6
FCC Connect @
Zoom 6 PM
Quaran Teens @
Zoom 8 PM

12

13

Bible Study @
Zoom 12 Noon
Baptism Class
@ 7 PM

FCC Connect @
Zoom 6 PM
Pastoral Support
Teams Orientation
@ Zoom 6 PM
Quaran Teens @
Zoom 8 PM

19

20

CRC @ 10 AM
Bible Study @
Zoom 12 Noon
JYF @ Zoom 6 PM

Clergy Cluster
@12 PM
FCC Connect @
Zoom 6 PM
Quaran Teens @
Zoom 8 PM

25

26

27

Sacred
Conversation on
Race @ Zoom 7 PM

Bible Study @
Zoom 12 Noon

Women Clergy @
Zoom 10 AM
FCC Connect @
Zoom 6 PM
Book Club @
Zoom 7 PM
Painting Party @
Zoom 7 PM

@ Zoom 1 PM

24

5
Bible Study @
Zoom 12 Noon
Return Taskforce@
Zoom 5:30 PM
Baptism Class
@ 7 PM

7

8

14

15
Painting
Preparation
Work Day 9 AM

21

22
Outdoor Games on
the Church Lawn
3—5 PM

28

29

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
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Our regular schedule will resume
when it is safe to do so
We currently have the following worship
opportunities:


Each week when weather permits we will
share outdoor in-person worship at 10am
at the church with masks and distancing.



Each week a new worship service is
posted to our YouTube Channel at 10am
on Sunday.



You are also welcome to join others on
Zoom on Sunday mornings at 9:45am
with worship at 10am. Fellowship and
conversation will be shared following
worship.

All other meetings are also virtual.
For links or assistance, contact Pastor Jill.

