THIS WEEK AT FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
For the week of May 15, 2019

A Note From Your Pastor
Dear Friends,
Last week I was at an event seated next to a person I had only previously met in passing. Our conversation was
powerful. We spoke about his church. He shared with me that after the normal time away as a young adult, he
returned to church. When he did, he found a congregation that has become an important part of his life. He
followed that by telling me that the most powerful thing for him in worship each week is the prayer of confession.
It matters to him that each week, together, the people who are gathered confess their sins and face their brokenness.
He said he feels that they are so much more able to have important conversations and to honor the humanity in each
one when they have first done confession. I keep going back to this conversation.
One of the differences between Disciples and many other denominations is that we don’t have as formal of a
worship liturgy. We don’t have as many pieces of worship that you know will always be there and that are done in a
more ritualized manner. Yes, we will have communion every week (and singing and praying and preaching) but our
liturgy is more informal and differs more frequently from congregation to congregation. I have been a Disciple all
my life so I’m pretty comfortable with that.
And yet I keep going back to this conversation and wondering if we would be well served to share in prayers of
confession together in a more formal way during worship. I’m curious what your experiences are. I’m curious what
your reactions are to this conversation. I suspect even the question raises everything from relief to joy to surprise to
fear among us.
But for today, I put it out there and I ask you to consider how rituals of confession and humility, whether individual
or corporate, might impact your life.
And I offer you this prayer, written by Ted Loder, titled, “Drive Me Deep to Face Myself.”
Lord, grant me your peace, for I have made peace with what does not give peace, and I am afraid.
Drive me deep, now, to face myself so I may see that what I truly need to fear is
my capacity to deceive and willingness to be deceived,
my loving of things and using of people,
my struggle for power and shrinking of soul,
my addiction to comfort and sedation of conscience,
my readiness to criticize and reluctance to create,
my clamor for privilege and silence at injustice,
my seeking for security and forsaking the kingdom.
Lord, grant me your peace. Instill in me such fear of you as will begin to make me wise, and such quiet courage as
will enable me to begin to make hope visible, forgiving delightful, loving contagious, faith liberating, peace-making
joyful and myself open and present to other people and your kingdom.
Friends, we are broken, we are sinful, and we are extended grace beyond our imaginations and forgiveness a plenty.
I hope to see you Sunday,

Jill

PS: Remember, I’m in Minneapolis for “Festival of Homiletics” until Friday. If pastoral care needs should arise
during that time please call the church office or Linda Flinn (319-499-8411).

Exploring FCC - Sunday, June 9
Are you new to First Christian (FCC)? Have you been around for a while but want to learn more about the
congregation and our denomination? Join Pastor Jill for lunch and conversation on June 9 from 11:30 am—1pm.
Please RSVP your intention to attend to Jill at icdisciple.pastor@gmail.com
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UPCOMING EVENTS
Wednesday Bible Study meets at
12:30pm each week.
May 15 - Luke 24:44-53
May 22 - John 17:20-26

Ladies Night Out
Join old and new friends for food,
fellowship and good conversation on
Thursday, May 16 at 5:30pm at
Midtown (East side). All ladies of the
church are invited.

MAY 19-Last Day of Sunday School
Before Summer Break
Adults will share conversation about ways we as
a congregation can become more “green” in our
practices.
Children and youth will have their usual Sunday
school classes.

What Is This “Ministry Planning
Team” Stuff All About?
What are Ministry Planning Teams? They are
groups of people interested in helping to plan and
coordinate the ministries of the church including
worship, education, and mission ministries.
How can I join a Ministry Planning Team? Just show
up! Everyone is welcome!
How long is the commitment? Each Ministry
Planning Team will meet for eight month. Four
months will focus on planning. Four months will
focus on implementing what was planned.
How many Ministry Planning Teams are there?
There will be three each year. They will be divided as
follows:
Fall/Christmas—begins meeting in May to plan for
September—December
Winter/Lent/Easter—begins meeting in September to
plan for January—Easter
Late Spring/Summer—begins meeting in January to
plan for May—August

Child Protection Training @ FCC
If you work at FCC with children or youth and
have not yet attended, please plan to attend
the Child Protection Training on May 19,
immediately following worship. A light lunch
will be served. Please use this sign up to
indicate that you will attend.

Hannah Circle
The next meeting of the Hannah
Circle will be Monday, May 20 at
1pm. Join the ladies for study,
conversation, and dessert.

I think I want to learn more but am not sure I’m
ready to commit. What should I do? Attend a MPT
101 session: Wednesday, May 22 at 5:30pm or
Sunday, June 2 at 11:30am and learn more. Enjoy a
light meal and conversation. Then decide.

The popular Educated by Tara
Westover is the next pick for the FCC
book club. The daughter of
survivalists, Tara becomes
well-educated despite her
parents.
Discuss this book with us at Maggie
Keyser's, on May 23, at 7 p.m.
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You are cordially invited to a
Graduation Open House in honor of Quinn Thomas
On Saturday, May 25, 2019 from noon to 4:00 pm at our home 1038 Mulberry Court, Coralville, IA 52241.
All are welcome, but RSVP would be appreciated to assist with preparations.
Text: (319) 333-8059 email: divamlt@aol.com

FCC Bike Ride
You are invited to join friends
from FCC for a bicycle ride on
Sunday, May 26 following the
church pot luck dinner. We will
ride from FCC to Heyn’s Ice Cream in North Liberty.
A truck will be available to cart back bikes and
riders who aren’t up for the return trip. Bring
bikes, helmets, water, and money for ice cream. As
soon as lunch is over we will gather up, share a
blessing and enjoy an afternoon ride.

May Pot Luck
Plan to stay after worship on
Sunday, May 26 and enjoy a meal
and conversation together with friends. Please
bring a dish to share. Also, in an effort to produce
less trash, we are inviting people to bring their
own reusable place settings from home. Paper
products will be available as needed, but by
bringing dishes, silverware, etc. from home we can
reduce our waste greatly.

What Can You Share in May?
Remember, we are collecting items for both DVIP and Coralville Food Pantry throughout the month of May.
Bins for both are in the narthex.
DVIP Items: Summer Sports Drive: footballs, basketballs, soccer balls, swimming goggles (kid sizes), pool
rings and dive toys, coast guard approved life vests (toddler sizes), and outdoor kids games. Top Needs List:
deodorant, lotion, African-American hair care products, conditioner, non-perishable food, antacids/allergy
meds, baby formula (milk & soy based) baby wipes, diapers, toilet paper, cooking oil, silverware, plates, bowls,
XL twin sheets, and coffee (lists available at the drop off bin).
Food Pantry Items: Baby food and baby diapers.

Sunday, May 19, 2019
Scripture: Acts 2:42-47
Sermon: Resurrection Living: Generosity
+CHRISTIAN SYMBOL+

7-POINTED STAR

This star represents Isaiah’s list of the gifts of the Spirit to be revealed in the Branch of Jesse — that is, Christ:
“The Spirit of the LORD will rest on him — the Spirit of wisdom and of understanding, the Spirit of counsel
and of might, the Spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD — and he will delight in the fear of the
LORD” (Isaiah 11:2-3, NIV). Some baptism and confirmation liturgies pray for God to “stir up in” the newly
baptized or confirmed “the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of
knowledge and the fear of the Lord, the spirit of joy in [God’s] presence.”

MAY 2019
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

10

11

17

18

Bible Study 12:30
Chess Club 3 PM

5

6

7

8

9

Sunday School 9 AM
Worship 10 AM
Elders Mtg. 11:15

Board Mtg. 7 PM

Staff Mtg. 10 AM

Bible Study 12:30
Chess Club 3 PM
Strings & Singers
7 PM

Clergy Cluster @
12 PM
Arrow Chapter Mtg.
7 PM

15

16

CRC @ Community
of Christ 10 AM
Bible Study 12:30
Chess Club 3 PM

Ladies Night Out @
Mid-Town (East
Side) 5:30

Child Protection
training 11:30-1:30
Scouts: 3, 6, & 7 PM

Peggy out of office

12

13

14

Sunday School 9 AM

Graduate
Recognition
Worship 10 AM

Scouts: 6 & 7 PM

Pastor Jill and Laura Kittrell out of town

19

20

21

22

Sunday School 9 AM
Worship 10 AM

Mission & Witness
10:30 AM

Visioning Team
9 AM
Staff Mtg. 10 AM

Bible Study 12:30
Chess Club 3 PM
MPT 101 5:30 PM
Strings & Singers
7 PM

Child Protection
training 11:30-1:30
Joe Page Piano
Recital 1:30—5 PM
Scouts: 6 & 7 PM

Hannah Circle 1 PM

26

27

Worship 10 AM

FCC office closed

Pot Luck 11:15 AM
Scouts: 6 & 7 PM

28

29
Bible Study 12:30
Chess Club 3 PM

23

24

Women’s Clergy
10 AM
FCC Book Club 7 PM
Love-A-Lot
Graduation
6 PM-9 PM

30

25
HHPS/CPS Training
10 AM

31
Our Lord’s Church
using kitchen
2:30 PM
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