THIS WEEK AT FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
For the week of MAY 13, 2020
A Note from Your Pastor
Dear ones,
In these months since we have last been together here are some things that have brought me joy as I have watched
you all connect in less connected times. I find it is good to stop periodically and make such a list because it is easy
in times like these to lose track of our little joys.













Children making and sending cards to people in the church.
Some of those people writing the children back!
The faces of so many of you who came and picked up Holy Week at Home bags.
Your faces on Mondays and Thursdays during the FCC Connect meetings (remember—you can join a meeting
anytime) as I get to watch people get to know each other better and reconnect.
Children singing together on Easter Sunday (kudos to Kara for trying out new technology!)
People I talk to who tell me who else from the church they have talked to—I love those connections.
People worshipping together on our YouTube channel with friends and family far away.
Good conversations in Bible study.
Face masks gifted to your church staff.
New ways to celebrate our high school graduates and to offer Vacation Bible School.
People initiating Interest Groups so we can all connect.
Diligent leaders who are making sure that the church remains healthy even when we function differently than
we are used to.

This list could go on and on. Sometimes it is simply good to name our joys. What are some of yours? I would love
to hear from you (icdisciple.pastor@gmail.com).
Be well, Jill

New Interest Group Opportunities
Recipe Hospitality: Calling All Cooks (and Non-Cooks too!)
Join the next FCC Online Interest Group. This conversation will take place on Tuesday, May 19 at 7pm using
Zoom. Join us as we discuss comfort food stories and share recipes. This could be a childhood memory of
Grandma’s homemade pie, your backyard grilling tips, or a story of your favorite menu item at the neighborhood
restaurant. What do you miss eating at the FCC Pot Luck now that we are "COVID cozy" in our homes? Tell us
about your go-to cookbook and that one recipe you make over and over. Share your funny cooking failures
too! Vern Duba will host this conversation.

Faith in a Time of Pandemic Book Study
Join a three-week conversation around Bruce G. Epperly’s new book (published just this March in response to this
COVID-19 Pandemic). The conversation will be on Sundays, May 31, June 7 and June 14 from 5:30 - 7pm on
Zoom. Each week two chapters of this short book (38 pages total) will be covered. You can secure the book
through Amazon or Barnes & Noble online in either print or electronic version. The church is not ordering books,
although we do have four copies of this book that can be shared if needed. So, if you can’t get it yourself, please
let Pastor Jill know and we’ll get a copy to you (first come, first serve). Laura Kittrell will host this conversation.
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Join us in congratulating these graduates connected with First Christian Church! If we were meeting in person,
we would sign cards as a community for them, but as our reality is different this year, we encourage you to send
our grads cards on your own. Thank you for remembering and supporting these young adults as they transition
to the next parts of their lives.

Elizabeth (“Ellie”), daughter of Melinda
and Joseph, will be graduating Magna
Cum Laude from Liberty High School.
She has been accepted into the Honors
Program at the University of Iowa and
will be studying political science and
dance.

Jonah, son of Dustin & Heather,
grandson of Gayle & JoAnn, is
graduating from West High School.

Emily Grace, daughter of Joe & Kristin,
granddaughter of Dave & Jan, will be
graduating from Clear Creek Amana
High School. She plans to attend Iowa
State University in the fall majoring in
Design.

Justin, son of Robert & Rhonda,
grandson of Margaret and Hilda, will be
graduating from Highland High School.
He plans to intern with a police
department for a year then attend the
academy to become a police officer.

Hope, daughter of Don & Jane,
will be graduating from
Wellesley College (MA) this
month with a degree in Physics.

UPCOMING EVENTS
Join Bible Study on Wednesdays at
12:30 pm using the online platform
ZOOM. If you have questions or would
like to join us on Zoom, please contact Pastor Jill.
Upcoming scriptures:
May 13 - John 21:15-19
May 20 - Acts 2:1-21

FCC Connect on Zoom
Every week we have two opportunities to connect
with friends from FCC. These happen on Mondays
at 10am and Thursdays at 6pm. Whether you have
joined every week or would like to try for the first
time, you are invited to use the links above and be
part of the fun.
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Sunday School (for age 4 through 5th grade) is happening on Sunday mornings through May 24 @ 9:30am on
Zoom. Check your email for the link!



QuaranTEENS (6th-12th graders) will meet each Thursday evening during May @ 8pm on Zoom w/ Jill & Kara.
Check your email for the link!



JYF (3rd, 4th, 5th graders) will meet on Thursdays, May 14 and May 28 from 5 - 5:30pm on Zoom. Check your
email for the link!



is moving online! During June, we will be offering a virtual VBS experience for
our kids! A video with a Bible story and music will posted to YouTube once per week to be viewed as you like.
In addition, opportunities will be available for kids to engage in short crafts, games or science activities each
week on Zoom. We want to keep this super simple for adults but still lots of fun for kids! Participation
incentives and sharing will be part of it too! A sign up will be coming out soon!

Please note that for security, Zoom links for meetings involving children and youth are distributed to our mailing list via email
only. If you aren’t receiving the emails and would like to take part, contact Kara @ icdisciple.kids@gmail.com

For the Month of May: Join the “Connection Challenge”
"Connection Challenge" is a way to encourage people from First Christian Church to reach out to each
other. Each week (on Sunday) we will post the challenge on our Facebook page. We will also include
it in the newsletter each Wednesday. So (drumroll, please)...here is the challenge for Week #2:
Call someone from First Christian who you haven't talked to since the last time we worshiped
together. It’s nice to hear the voices of other folks from First Christian.

Too big for words

CHRISTIAN SYMBOL

In [ancient Hindu treatises called]
the Upanishads, God is described as “Thou Before
Whom All Words Recoil.” This sounds right to
me. Anything I say about God will be inadequate.
No matter how hard I try to say something true
about God, the reality of God will eclipse my best
words.
The only reality I can describe with any accuracy is
my own limited experience of what I think may be
God: the More, the Really Real, the Luminous
Web That Holds Everything in Place.
—Barbara Brown Taylor, An Altar in the World

Butterfly
The butterfly symbolizes resurrection, Easter and
the new life we have in Christ Jesus. As a caterpillar
disappears into a chrysalis, so Jesus' dead body was
hidden in a tomb. The emergence of the butterfly,
rising into the sky in its beautiful new body, reminds
us of Christ's resurrection — and ours.
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Worship Guide for Sunday Worship
Each week we post an electronic worship service on YouTube. The new service will be available beginning at
10am on Sunday. The worship guide below will function as a bulletin for those watching the worship service
and can also be used independently by those who cannot or choose not to access YouTube.
In preparation for participating in worship, you are invited to gather some sort of food and drink to take at
communion time. Remember, these don’t have to be bread and juice or wine. If you desire, you may also
want to have a candle nearby to light as we light the candle at the beginning of worship.

May 17, 2020
Greeting
Congregational Singing - “You Are Here” (Chalice Praise #53)
Prayer
Take a moment to center yourself. Pay attention to the ways and places God shows up in your life.
Pray for your church community, for those you miss seeing during this time when we are separated. Pray for
people of color who, in addition to the fear of COVID-19, have increased fear for their lives simply going about
normal daily activities. Pray for scientists and medical professionals who are working on treatments and
vaccinations for COVID-19.
Scripture - John 21:1-14 (excerpts)
After these things Jesus showed himself again to the disciples... Simon Peter said to them, “I am going fishing.” They
said to him, “We will go with you.” They went out and got into the boat, but that night they caught nothing. Just after
daybreak, Jesus stood on the beach; but the disciples did not know that it was Jesus. Jesus said to them, “Children, you
have no fish, have you?” They answered him, “No.” He said to them, “Cast the net to the right side of the boat, and
you will find some.” So they cast it, and now they were not able to haul it in because there were so many fish…. That
disciples whom Jesus loved said to Peter, “It is the Lord!” When Simon Peter heard that it was the Lord, he put on some
clothes, for he was naked, and jumped into the sea. But the other disciples came in the boat, dragging the net full of
fish. When they had gone ashore, they saw a charcoal fire there, with fish on it, and bread. Jesus said to them, “Bring
some of the fish that you have just caught.” So Simon Peter went aboard and hauled the net ashore, full of large fish, a
hundred fifty-three of them; and though there were so many, the net was not torn. Jesus said to them, “Come and
have breakfast.” Now none of the disciples dared to ask him, “Who are you?” because they knew it was the Lord. Jesus
came and took the bread and gave it to them, and did the same with the fish. This was now the third time that Jesus
appeared to the disciples after he was raised from the dead.

Children’s Moment
Sermon - More Than Normal
Consider the following questions: Fishing for the disciples was a “normal” activity. Why do you suppose they
had gone back to it? What “normal” activities do you miss from your pre-COVID life? What will returning to
“normal” look like?
Offering
During this time we appreciate all who are continuing their financial commitment to FCC using the USPS or the
“Donate” button on the website. We also encourage you to consider other ways you can be an offering
beyond our congregation, to the community and our world. Find an act of kindness to share today.
Communion
Jesus keeps inviting us to the table. As you take the elements of communion you have in your home, use this
moment to commit your body again to God’s work and to invite God’s loving spirit to flow through you.
Congregational Singing - “Peace Be Yours” (Chalice Praise #190)
Benediction

Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed
April

April

30

Bible Study @ Zoom
12:30 PM

JYF (3rd, 4th, 5th
graders) @ Zoom
5 PM
FCC Connect @
Zoom 6 PM

6

7

3

4

Children’s Sunday
School @ Zoom
9:30 AM
Online Worship @
YouTube 10 AM

FCC Connect @
Zoom 10 AM

10

11

12

13

14

Children’s Sunday
School @ Zoom
9:30 AM
Online Worship @
YouTube 10 AM

FCC Connect @
Zoom 10 AM
Online Concert @
Zoom 6:30 PM

Staff Mtg @ Zoom
10 AM

Bible Study @ Zoom
12:30 PM

JYF (3rd, 4th, 5th
graders) @ Zoom
5 PM
FCC Connect @
Zoom 6 PM
Quaran-TEENS (6th12th) @ Zoom 8 PM

17

18

19

20

21

Children’s Sunday
School @ Zoom
9:30 AM
Online Worship @
YouTube 10 AM

FCC Connect @
Zoom 10 AM
Finance Team @
Zoom 6:30 PM

Interest Group Recipe Hospitality:
Calling all Cooks
(and non-cooks too)
@ Zoom 7 PM

Bible Study @ Zoom
12:30 PM

FCC Connect @
Zoom 6 PM
Quaran-TEENS (6th12th grade) @ Zoom
8 PM

24

25

26

27

28

Children’s Sunday
School @ Zoom
9:30 AM
Online Worship @
YouTube 10 AM

Memorial Day

Staff Mtg @ Zoom
10 AM

Bible Study @ Zoom
12:30 PM

Women Clergy @
Zoom 10 AM
JYF @ Zoom 5 PM
FCC Connect @
Zoom 6 PM
Quaran-TEENS (6th12th) @ Zoom 8 PM

31
Online Worship @
YouTube 10 AM
Interest Group Faith in a Time of
Pandemic Book
Study @ Zoom
5:30 PM

FCC Connect @
Zoom 10 AM

5

29

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

8

9

Bible Study @ Zoom
FCC Connect @
12:30 PM
Zoom 6 PM
Interest Group Quaran-TEENS (6thRadical Hospitality: 12th grade) @ Zoom
Everyone is welcome
8 PM
at the library! @
Zoom 5 PM

Interest Group Game Time
(Scattergories) @
Zoom 4 PM

15

16

22

23

29

30

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
(DISCIPLES OF CHRIST)
900 LINCOLNSHIRE PLACE
CORALVILLE, IA 52241-3615

Our regular schedule will resume
when it is safe to do so
Sunday Services:
10 AM Church Service, 11 AM Coffee/Fellowship
Church Office: Phone #: 319-337-4181
Hours: Monday thru Thursday 9AM to 12PM
Staff:

Pastor: Jill Cameron Michel
(home) 319-665-2276 (cell) 417-439-7391
icdisciple.pastor@gmail.com
Office Administrator: Peggy Bothell
icdisciple.sec@gmail.com
Minister of Music & Worship: Laura Kittrell
icdisciple.music@gmail.com
Minister of Children, Youth & Families: Kara Seaton

icdisciple.kids@gmail.com
Janitorial: Michael Hull
m.hull84@yahoo.com

