THIS WEEK AT FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
For the Week of May 12, 2021
A Note from Your Pastor
Friends,
Over these past several weeks Kara and I have had the privilege of sharing our Exploring Baptism class with a
couple of young people from our congregation. This is always such a delight as we learn and listen together. I find
myself impressed again and again with the honesty and insights of the youth in our midst.
We are looking forward to the day when we celebrate their baptisms. Even though things remain different, we will
make sure that we shape that day to be full of meaning and support for them, as well as an opportunity for all of us
remember or anticipate our own baptismal commitments. Stayed tuned in the coming weeks for more about this.

Meanwhile, I am curious about your baptism, or - if you were baptized as an infant - your confirmation. What do
you remember? Why did you choose to be baptized or confirmed at that time? Were there things about that
experience that were especially meaningful (or even funny) and have stuck with you? Was there anything
particularly unique about your experience? Is there anyone in our midst who was baptized in a creek in midJanuary where the ice had to be broken to get to the water?!?! I would love to hear your baptism stories if you want
to tell them. You can email me or give me a call.
And, here’s my other curiosity...what about after baptism? How have you kept your faith fresh? What
commitments have you made that help you to continue to grow in faith? What rituals or practices do you have that
help you renew your commitment over and over again to following in the ways of Jesus? If you had to choose just
one practice that keeps your faith alive and well, what would it be?
Last week in our class we had some conversation about this with the young people and their mentors. We work
hard to help them realize that baptism is not a final act of faith, but an important step on a continuing journey. It is
a journey that (hopefully) doesn’t end as long as we are alive.
I am inspired to this commitment by my friend Ina May. Ina May died just shy of her 104th birthday. Just a few
weeks before her death she had been in worship on Sunday and in Bible study on Monday. It was hospitalization
that then kept her away. Ina May always said that as long as she was alive she would continue to grow in her faith.
It wasn’t a commitment she ever understood she could retire from.
Some in our midst are anticipating baptism in the near future, some have been baptized in recent years, some have
lived decades beyond their baptism...all of us are invited to continue to grow and change, to turn our beliefs and
understandings over and over again, to discover new ways to live out of our faith and to hold on to the practices that
help us most. Glad we’re on this journey together.
With care, Jill 319-665-2276 (home)

May Fellowship Events and Activities
You are invited to join us for the following activities (and be watching for more):
Saturday, May 22, 3 - 5pm: Outdoor Games on the back lawn at FCC led by the Thomas family


Do you enjoy croquet, bags, bocci ball, and other outdoor games? Come join friends from
FCC for an afternoon of fun. All ages welcome. (Rain date will be Wed, May 26 at 6:30pm)

Thursday, May 27 at 7pm: Painting Party on Zoom led by Julie Fitzpatrick


This event is open to youth and adults and will take place on Zoom. Please use this link to
register by Thursday, May 20. A canvas, paints, and paintbrushes will be provided.
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Mark Your Calendars...
Join Bible Study using Zoom.
We meet at 12noon each
Wednesday.
Upcoming scriptures:
May 12 - Acts 2:1-21
May 19 - John 15:26-27; 16:4b-15

Seeking Your Suggestions...
Do you have a favorite Bible passage? A story in
the Bible that delights you? One that upsets you?
One you don’t understand? One you think
embodies who we are? We are seeking your
suggestions for stories and passages from the Bible
to preach on this summer. We would invite anyone
who has a suggestion to fill out this Google form.
We are looking forward to receiving your
suggestions.
Don’t delay in responding - the Google form
closes today!

Graduate Recognition
We are planning our annual graduate
recognition during the online and
outdoor worship services on Sunday, May 16. Our
recognition focuses on high school graduates who
are participating or connected to FCC. We also like
to recognize those graduating from colleges, trade
schools or other education programs. Please reach
out to Kara (icdisciple.kids@gmail.com) to let her
know if there is someone who should be
recognized on this date!

Hannah Circle’s monthly meeting will
be Monday, May 17 at 1pm using
the Zoom link. You can also call in at
312-626-6799. We look forward to
seeing you then!

May Book Club Selection
The Murmur of Bees by Sofia Segovia is
a historical novel with a touch of
fantasy set in Mexico during the
Mexican Revolution and 1918 flu
outbreak. The book is the topic for the
next meeting of the FCC Book Club on Thursday,
May 27, at 7pm.

We are looking forward to Vacation Bible School
this summer! As we strive to meet the needs of all
families, there will be both online and in-person
options as we explore God’s stories through sharing,
mission, science, craft and more! In-person
programming will be held on Wednesdays (June 16,
23 & 30) @ 6:30PM. As we continue to observe
COVID safety protocols, this will be outdoors and
family centered, with adults being asked to stay
with their household (or previously established
COVID-bubbles) and helping their children navigate
activities which will be led by other
adults and volunteers. Online
components will have take home kits
and videos. Register here!

We will be receiving the Pentecost Offering on
Sundays, May 16 and 23. This denomination
wide offering supports the development of new
Disciples congregations. Please mark checks or
online giving “Pentecost”.
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FCC Connect - Thursdays @ 6pm
Join us for a time of conversation with friends from FCC.
We gather on Zoom each Thursday at 6pm.
Join us every week or once in a while.



QuaranTEENS (6th-12th graders) meets
each Thursday evening at 8pm on Zoom for
both fun and meaningful conversation.

Join Us for Worship Each Sunday






Outdoor In-Person Worship will happen each week
unless the weather causes us to cancel. Worship will
begin at 10am on the front lawn at the church. Bring
your lawn chair and mask.
To join us on Zoom, log in between 9:45 and 10am
using this link. Stay after worship to visit with others
during fellowship time.



JYF (3rd-5th graders) meets once a month
during the school year on Zoom. Meetings

are on Wednesday nights from 6-7pm with
the last one of this school year being May 19.


Sunday School (preschool through 5th
graders) is on hiatus so families can
participate in outdoor worship.

You can also find weekly worship on YouTube.

If you are on Facebook and have not yet joined the “First
Christian Church of Iowa City Connection” group, please
contact any of your pastors to join. This private group is
a place to share and connect with others from FCC.

For security, Zoom links for meetings involving
children and youth are distributed to our mailing
list via email only. If you aren’t receiving the
emails and would like to take part, contact Kara
@ icdisciple.kids@gmail.com

Registration for Summer Camp at the Christian Conference Center in
Newton is open! Covid related protocols will be in place for can safe and
fun summer camp experience this year. FCC covers 50% of the cost of registration for participating families and
more if needed. There are options for all ages and interests. Space is limited, so sign up soon. Contact Kara
at icdisciples.kids@gmail.com or learn more here.

DOGS’ BEST FRIEND

A 71-year-old graduate in Turkey has become an inspiration to many. Fevzi Uyar had
retired after teaching biology for 42 years but decided to pursue another degree.
Known as the “grandfather” of homeless animals, he routinely traveled 90 miles every
two days to feed stray dogs, who came to recognize his van. Uyar also built dozens of
plywood shelters, complete with rugs and blankets, for the dogs.
But Uyar often encountered dogs needing medical care and racked up debts with a local
veterinarian, so he enrolled in classes himself. The recent graduate now vaccinates and
treats the animals he loves so much.
“God spoke: ‘Let us make human beings in our image, … so they can be responsible for
… every animal that moves on the face of Earth’” (Genesis 1:26, MSG).
Fevzi Uyar’s care for stray dogs beautifully reflects God’s intent for creation.
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Worship Guide for Sunday Worship
Each week we post an electronic worship service on YouTube (and gather together on Zoom). The new service is
available beginning at 10am on Sunday. The worship guide below will function as a bulletin for those watching the
worship service and can also be used independently by those who cannot or choose not to access YouTube.
In preparation for participating in worship, you are invited to gather food and drink to take at communion time.
Remember, these don’t have to be bread and juice or wine. You may also want to have a candle nearby to light.

May 16, 2021 - Seventh Sunday of Easter
Greeting
Congregational Singing - “Praise to the Lord, the Almighty”
Prayer
Children’s Moment
Scripture - John 17:6-19
“I have made your name known to those whom you gave me from the world. They were yours, and you gave them
to me, and they have kept your word. Now they know that everything you have given me is from you; for the
words that you gave to me I have given to them, and they have received them and know in truth that I came from
you; and they have believed that you sent me. I am asking on their behalf; I am not asking on behalf of the world,
but on behalf of those whom you gave me, because they are yours. All mine are yours, and yours are mine; and I
have been glorified in them. And now I am no longer in the world, but they are in the world, and I am coming to
you. Holy Father, protect them in your name that you have given me, so that they may be one, as we are
one. While I was with them, I protected them in your name that you have given me. I guarded them, and not one
of them was lost except the one destined to be lost, so that the scripture might be fulfilled. But now I am coming to
you, and I speak these things in the world so that they may have my joy made complete in themselves. I have given
them your word, and the world has hated them because they do not belong to the world, just as I do not belong to
the world. I am not asking you to take them out of the world, but I ask you to protect them from the evil one. They
do not belong to the world, just as I do not belong to the world. Sanctify them in the truth; your word is truth. As
you have sent me into the world, so I have sent them into the world. And for their sakes I sanctify myself, so that
they also may be sanctified in truth.”
Sermon - Being Easter People: Belonging
How do God’s values differ from the values of this world? If we belong to God, then what values should we live
out? What is one change you can make in your life to choose God’s ways over the ways of the world?
Sung Response - “Every Morning is Easter Morning”
Offering
We appreciate all who are continuing their financial commitment to FCC using the USPS or the “Donate” button.
We also encourage you to consider other ways you can be an offering to the community and our world.
Communion
As you take communion, use this moment to commit your body again to God’s work and to invite God’s loving spirit
to flow through you.
Congregational Singing - “I Am Thine, O Lord”
Benediction

Thank you to those who joined our staff in leading worship this past Sunday. Leaders included:
Elain Donnoe (Children’s Moment), Steve Dunham (Scripture and Communion Prayer), Gayle
Cuppy and Rachel Bogs (music).

MAY
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat
1

2

3

4

Outdoor Worship
10 AM
Online Worship @
Zoom & YouTube
10 AM

9

10

Outdoor Worship
10 AM
Online Worship @
Zoom & YouTube
10 AM
Troop 2000
Outdoors @ FCC

Board mtg @ Zoom
5:30 PM
Finance Team @
Zoom 6:30 PM

16

17

Graduate Recognition

Hannah Circle

Outdoor Worship
and Online
Worship @ Zoom &
YouTube 10 AM
Laura’s PST @
Zoom 3 PM

23

11

18

Outdoor Worship
10 AM
Online Worship @
Zoom & YouTube
10 AM

30

31

Outdoor Worship
10 AM
Online Worship @
Zoom & YouTube
10 AM

Memorial Day
Office Closed

6
FCC Connect @
Zoom 6 PM
Quaran Teens @
Zoom 8 PM

12

13

Bible Study @
Zoom 12 Noon
Baptism Class
@ 7 PM

FCC Connect @
Zoom 6 PM
Pastoral Support
Teams Orientation
@ Zoom 6 PM
Quaran Teens @
Zoom 8 PM

19

20

CRC @ 10 AM
Bible Study @
Zoom 12 Noon
JYF @ Zoom 6 PM

Clergy Cluster
@12 PM
FCC Connect @
Zoom 6 PM
Quaran Teens @
Zoom 8 PM

25

26

27

Sacred
Conversation on
Race @ Zoom 7 PM

Bible Study @
Zoom 12 Noon

Women Clergy @
Zoom 10 AM
FCC Connect @
Zoom 6 PM
Book Club @
Zoom 7 PM
Painting Party @
Zoom 7 PM

@ Zoom 1 PM

24

5
Bible Study @
Zoom 12 Noon
Return Taskforce@
Zoom 5:30 PM
Baptism Class
@ 7 PM

7

8

14

15
Painting
Preparation
Work Day 9 AM

21

22
Outdoor Games on
the Church Lawn
3—5 PM

28

29

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
(DISCIPLES OF CHRIST)
900 LINCOLNSHIRE PLACE
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Our regular schedule will resume
when it is safe to do so
We currently have the following worship
opportunities:


Each week when weather permits we will
share outdoor in-person worship at 10am
at the church with masks and distancing.



Each week a new worship service is
posted to our YouTube Channel at 10am
on Sunday.



You are also welcome to join others on
Zoom on Sunday mornings at 9:45am
with worship at 10am. Fellowship and
conversation will be shared following
worship.

All other meetings are also virtual.
For links or assistance, contact Pastor Jill.

