THIS WEEK AT FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
For the Week of May 11, 2022

Time to Show Our Pride
After a year of cancellation and last year’s more limited Pride celebration, Iowa City Pride is back with a full day
of outdoor activities on Saturday, June 18. And we are looking forward to participating in this day.
As an Open & Affirming Congregation, one of the ways that we can indicate that we truly mean what we say is
to be part of such celebrations, to go where people are gathering in solidarity with our LGBTQ friends, and to
meet people with God’s love. We hope you will be part of First Christian’s presence at Iowa City Pride.
How can you participate?


Walk with others from FCC in the Pride Parade. Line up begins at 11am. The parade steps off at noon.



Sign up to be at our booth for an hour (or more) where you will visit with people, handout goodies, and
share information about the church with those who are interested.



Share your muscle to help set up our booth (10 - 11am) or tear down our booth (6 - 7pm).



Make donations of candy to be shared at the parade. A box will be in the narthex beginning this week.

Sign up here to be part of this wonderful day! And if you have questions, talk to Jane John
(janehjohn@aol.com) or Pastor Jill.

CAMP FUNDRAISER REMINDER
Flamingos have arrived in the Iowa City area...and they are looking for places to stay! For
a limited time only, you can have these friendly pink birds visit your yard, or the yard of a
friend. Don’t worry, they won’t stay long (only about 24 hours)...because these plastic lawn
ornaments have a good cause at heart, helping to sending our children, youth and families
to summer camp this year at the Christian Conference Center in Newton, Iowa.

Here is how it works: Use this online form to sign up. You will be able to choose whether
to invite a flock to your yard, send a flock to a friend’s yard OR to purchase insurance if you want to make sure
those birds don’t visit you. There is also a “paper flock” option for those who live in apartments, assisted living
and care facilities with interior doors (rather than lawn ornaments, paper flamingos will show up on people’s
doors). For each flock visit or for insurance, we suggest a $25 donation.
For additional information, you can visit this page on our website which we will keep current with updates. You
are also welcome to reach out to Malinda Thomas, Kara Seaton, or leave a message for them via the church
office. On behalf of all our kids, we thank you so much for your support!
If you are someone who doesn’t know about these silly flamingos, you are welcome to simply make a donation
addressed to the church with “flamingo camp fundraiser” in the memo line.
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Mark Your Calendars
Join Bible Study using Zoom.
We meet at 12noon each
Wednesday.

Mindful Mondays in May
May is Mental Health Awareness Month and you are
invited to join us on the front lawn each Monday at
7pm. Each week we will share a special event:

Upcoming scriptures:
May 11 - Matthew 9:35-10:4, Psalm 31:9-12

May 16: Resilience & stress management through
meditation (bring a lawn chair)

May 18 - Acts 1:6-14

May 23: Yoga (bring a yoga mat or towel)

FCC Connect - Thursdays @ 6pm
Join us for a time of conversation with friends from
FCC. We gather on Zoom each Thursday at 6pm.
You are invited every week or once in a while.

May 30: Drum Circle (bring a lawn chair)

You can find more information and a mental health
calendar for May here.

Our next Ladies’ Night Out will be at
Pat and Fran’s Irish pub, 808 5th St.,
Coralville on May 19 at 5:30pm. Park
on the street or behind the building.

Exploring FCC
Are you new to First Christian?
Would like to learn more about
our congregation and our
denomination?
Join us on Sundays, May 15 and
22 from 9-9:45am for Exploring FCC. We will gather
downstairs in Fellowship Hall. A nursery will be
available.
The next meeting of the Hannah Circle
is May 16 at 1 PM. All ladies are
invited to join us. This group meets in
person with the option to sign in
through Zoom. If you need the Zoom link, let
Pastor Jill know.

FCC Board Meeting
The next meeting of the First Christian Church
Board is Tuesday, May 24 at 5:30pm. This is a
hybrid meeting at church and on Zoom.

The Four Winds by Kristin Hannah
will be discussed at our May 26 Book
Club meeting. This depression era
story follows Elsa Martinelli as she
faces difficult decisions about staying in the land
she loves or going west to seek a better life for
her and her children.

Calling All Graduates
If you or someone in your household is graduating from high school or college, or
completing a post-high school training program this spring (or has done so in the last
year), we want to recognize them in our newsletter in mid-May. If this applies to any in
your family, please respond BY TOMORROW sending Kara (icdisciple.kids@gmail.com)
their name, school and program (or degree) they will be completing. We will look
forward to sharing this celebration with the congregation.
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PRAYERS & PRAISE


We pray for Bob DeWitt who is back in the hospital this week.



We pray for Linda Flinn who remains hospitalized as she receives treatment for clinical depression.

 We pray for Brandon Myers, Kyle Rector, Felix and soon-to-be-born baby Myers who are moving to
Portland, OR on May 21. We Information
pray for a good transition
they
settle in privacy.
and are grateful for the time we had
coveredasto
protect
together.


We continue to pray for peace in Ukraine and around the world.



We continue to pray for those who are in a nursing home, homebound, have emotional and physical needs.
Please always let your pastors know about surgeries, hospitalizations, or other pastoral care needs.

A Word of Thanks…
We are grateful to Beth Pelton for leading a wonderful Nia session on the front lawn this week for Mindful
Mondays and to our representatives from the I’m Glad You Stayed Project who joined us on May 2.

We Need You...
Our opportunities to serve on Sundays have expanded! If you are willing to serve in one of the roles below on
Sunday mornings, please use the links to pick a date to serve. You can also contact Nancy McKinstry
(nancy.a.mckinstry@gmail.com, 319-400-1380) with questions or to sign up for these roles.
Click here for Greeter
Click here for Usher
Click here for Scripture Reader
Click here for Acolyte (Kindergarten—6th graders)
Click here for Fellowship Time Host
If you have interest in leading a Children’s Moment or volunteering in the nursery, contact Kara Seaton
(icdisciple.kids@gmail.com, 319-530-3255). If you are interested in being trained to work at the sound board or
run the slides during worship, contact Laurie Dahms (laurie.dahms@gmail.com, 319-430-8505). If you would
like to share in music leadership during worship, contact Laura Kittrell (icdisciple.music@gmail.com, 319-3257673).

Realm - Our Connection to an Online Directory
If you haven’t already, we hope you will use the QR code here or just visit onrealm.org to set
up your Realm account. Remember your password—you will need it for future access. Once
you login, set your privacy settings to “Anyone in the church” in order for your information to
be in our church directory. These settings need to be changed for each person in your household. Prefer using an app? Get Realm Connect from the App Store! Have questions? Ask Pastor Jill or Laurie
Dahms.
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Worship Guide for Sunday Worship
The worship guide below serves as a bulletin for those who worship on YouTube.
Each week we post a worship service on YouTube. The new service is available beginning at 10am on Sunday. The
worship guide below can also be used independently by those who remain home and are without internet access.
In preparation for participating in worship, you are invited to gather food and drink to take at communion time.
Remember, these don’t have to be bread and juice or wine. You may also want to have a candle nearby to light.

May 15, 2022
Greeting
Hymn - “Diverse in Culture, Nation, Race”
Pastoral Prayer and Lord’s Prayer

Children’s Moment
Scripture - Acts 11:1-18 (Excerpts printed)
Now the apostles and the brothers and sisters who were in Judea heard that the gentiles had also accepted
the word of God. So when Peter went up to Jerusalem, the circumcised believers criticized him, saying, “Why
did you go to uncircumcised men and eat with them?” Then Peter began to explain it to them, step by step,
saying, “I was in the city of Joppa praying, and in a trance I saw a vision... And I remembered the word of the
Lord, how he had said, ‘John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.’ If then God
gave them the same gift that he gave us when we believed in the Lord Jesus Christ, who was I that I could
hinder God?” When they heard this, they were silenced. And they praised God, saying, “Then God has given
even to the gentiles the repentance that leads to life.”
Sermon - “Drawing Wider the Circle”

Offering
We appreciate all who are continuing their financial commitment to FCC using the USPS or the “Donate” button.
We also encourage you to consider other ways you can be an offering to the community and our world.
During May we will focus on Mental Health Awareness with activities on the lawn and connection to local agencies.
Communion Hymn - “All Are Welcome”
Communion
As you take communion, use this moment to commit your body again to God’s work and to invite God’s loving spirit
to flow through you.
Communion Music

Communion Prayer
Hymn - “Help Us Accept Each Other”
Benediction

Thank You!
Thank you to those who joined our staff in leading worship on Sunday, May 8: Brian & Sabra Fleck (Greeters), Beth
Pelton & Maggie Keyser (Ushers), Jadia’Rose Kronstein-Steeples (Acolyte), Tanvi and Nolan Vibhakar, Steve
Dunham & Lore Morgan-Dunham (Musicians), Maggie Keyser (Scripture Reader), Emily Steeples (Elder), David Klein
and Pam Ries (A/V), Maggie Keyser (Fellowship time host).

MAY

2022

Sun

Mon

1

2

Exploring FCC 9 AM
Worship 10 AM
Baptism class,
Handbells 11 AM
Chi Rho/CYF @ 4
Troop 270 5:30 PM
Troop 2000 7 PM

Mindful Monday—
I’m So Glad You
Stayed Project
7 PM

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

3

4

5

6

7

Bible Study @ Zoom
12 Noon

FCC Connect @
Zoom 6 PM

Jill at regional meetings

Jill out of office

8

9

10

11

12

Mother’s Day
Exploring FCC 9 AM
Worship 10 AM
Troop 270 5:30 PM
Troop 2000 7 PM

Finance Team—
hybrid 6:30 PM
Spring Valley HOA
6:30 PM
Mindful Monday Nia 7 PM

Covid Response
Team @ Zoom
12 noon

Bible Study @ Zoom
12 Noon

Clergy Cluster 12 PM
FCC Connect @
Zoom 6 PM
Arrow Chapter 7 PM

15

16

17

18

19

Exploring FCC 9 AM
Worship 10 AM
Baptism class,
Handbells 11 AM
Joe Page Recital
2 PM
Troop 270 5:30 PM
Troop 2000 7 PM

Summer MPT @
Zoom 11:30 AM
Hannah Circle 1 PM
Elders 5:45 PM
Mindful Monday Meditation 7 PM

Staff Mtg 10 AM
Executive Comm @
Zoom 1 PM

CRC 10 AM
Bible Study @ Zoom
12 Noon
Jill’s PST 5:30 PM

Ladies Night Out
5:30 PM
FCC Connect @
Zoom 6PM

22

23

24

25

26

Exploring FCC 9 AM
Worship 10 AM
Baptism class,
Handbells 11 AM
Troop 270 5:30 PM
Troop 2000 7 PM

Capital Campaign
Team 6 PM
Mindful Monday Yoga 7 PM

Board Mtg-hybrid
5:30 PM

Bible Study @ Zoom
12 Noon

Women Clergy @
Zoom 10 AM
FCC Connect @
Zoom 6 PM
Book Club @
Zoom 7 PM

29

30

31

Worship 10 AM
Handbells 11 AM
Troop 270 5:30 PM
Troop 2000 7 PM

Memorial Day
Office Closed
Mindful Monday Drum Circle 7 PM

13

14

20

21

27

28
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