THIS WEEK AT FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
For the Week of April 7, 2021
Outdoor In-Person Worship Begins Sunday!
We are excited to be planning to have Outdoor In-Person Worship every Sunday (weather permitting) beginning
April 11. Please read these reminders as we prepare to do so:


Masks are required. This will continue to protect others and allow people to feel comfortable attending.
Plan to wear your mask for the entire time you are here regardless of your vaccination status.



Bring your own lawn chair and plan to sit physically distanced from other households unless you arrive
together or already share a “COVID bubble.”



The center parking spots facing the church building will be reserved for those who prefer to stay in their
vehicle. In the fall we learned that our sound system works well enough that worship can be heard with
your windows down.



If you are actively mobile, please park in the lower lot and walk up front so that the upper parking spots
can be saved for those who need a shorter walk.



Remember, the sun shines over the church building, so you might want to wear sunglasses or a hat.



While we want to minimize the number of people in the building, we also recognize that several families
drive from out of town to worship with us. The upstairs restrooms will be open. We ask that you observe
physical distancing and only have one household in the restroom at a time. Also note that the building
entrance is right behind where worship is being led, so you might want to be intentional about using the
restroom before or after worship or, if needed, at a time during worship when it would be less disruptive.



Should weather change our plan, we will post on Facebook and send out an email at 8am on Sunday. If
you have any questions, don’t hesitate to call or text Pastor Jill.



We will continue to offer worship on both Zoom and YouTube. It is important to us that no one feel
pressured to come to in-person worship if they don’t feel comfortable doing so.

A Note from Your Pastor
Friends,
Thank you for sharing a meaningful Holy Week and Easter Sunday with us. As we continue through these next
several weeks we are reminded that Easter is not only a day, but a season. We will keep asking questions about
what it means to live as Easter people. I would encourage you to start thinking about what this means to you.
What would it look like to live as if every morning were Easter morning?
What are the hallmarks of Easter people?
How is being Easter people about more than a proclamation about Jesus? How does it change our living?
These are questions we are going to explore together in worship during this season. I hope you’ll worship with
us and consider the implications of Easter on your life.
Be well, Jill 319-665-2276 (home)
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Mark Your Calendars...
Join Bible Study on
Wednesdays using Zoom.
We meet at 12noon each
Wednesday.
Upcoming scriptures:
April 7 - Luke 24:36b-49
April 14 - John 10:11-18

FCC Connect - Thursdays @ 6pm
Join us for a time of conversation with friends from
FCC. We gather on Zoom each Thursday at 6pm.
Join us every week or once in a while.

Join Us for Worship Each Sunday






Outdoor In-Person Worship begins this week
and will happen each week unless the weather
causes us to cancel. Worship will begin at 10am
on the front lawn at the church. Bring your lawn
chair and wear a mask. Distancing and masking
are still required.
To join us on Zoom, log in between 9:45 and
10am using the link provided. Stay after worship
to visit with others.
You can also find weekly worship on YouTube.

FCC Book Club
The FCC Book Club is reading Running
with Sherman by Christopher
McDougall next. In this story, a family
adopts a near death donkey and nurses him back to
health...in Amish country in Pennsylvania. We'll
discuss it at 7on zoom on April 22.

FCC @ Free Lunch Program - April 24
First Christian Church will be serving at FLP on Sat,
April 24. We plan, secure, prepare and serve lunch,
and cleanup the kitchen. Free Lunch is open to all. On
average, 100 guests are served daily six days a week.
Our April menu consists of: Macaroni and Cheese
Casserole with Peas and Ham, Mixed Vegetables, Fresh
Fruit, Dessert, and Bread. We are also in need of one
vegetarian entrée alternative (e.g., casserole) to serve
5-6 people.
How can you participate? Give financial support.
Designated offerings go into our FLP fund to assist with
the cost of groceries. Donate selected grocery or meal
items. Use Sign Up Genius to volunteer to purchase
grocery items, prep a casserole or bake a dessert.
Deliver food items to FCC on Friday, April 23 between
11:30 am – 1:00 pm. Volunteer on serving day – Sat,
April 24 - 10:30 am to 1:30 pm. A small kitchen crew
will prep and box approximately 90 meals and drinks
to be handed out via a kitchen side door. At 1pm, we
eat lunch and clean up the kitchen. Sign up here.
In 2021, we will also serve at Free Lunch on Saturdays,
June 26, August 28 and October 23.

April Showers Bring…
Diapers for
CommUnity
April is the time for CommUnity
Crisis Service’s Baby Shower and
we are doing a diaper drive.
You are invited to bring diapers to First Christian
throughout the month of April. You can bring them
with you to worship on Sunday mornings or drop
them by the church during office hours. They need
all sizes except newborn with size 4 being in
greatest demand.
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Families are the
most important part
of faith formation.
We want to help you
find ways to live out
and talk about faith at home that are simple, realistic, and
faithful. Families with children and youth will be receiving a
booklet in the mail with a theme, a short scripture reading,
activity and prayer for each week this spring. We hope you
will be able to engage in some of the activities and
conversation as we help to nurture faith formation within
our homes.



each Thursday evening at 8pm on Zoom for
both fun and meaningful conversation.


Sunday School (preschool through 5th
graders) is on hiatus so families can
participate in outdoor worship.



Staff and
volunteers at the
Christian Conference Center in Newton are working
diligently planning a safe and fun summer camp experience
this year. FCC covers 50% of the cost of registration for
participating families, and more if needed. There are options
for all ages and interests. Space is limited, so please sign up
soon. Contact Kara at icdisciples.kids@gmail.com or learn
more here.

QuaranTEENS (6th-12th graders) meets

JYF (3rd-5th graders) meets once a month
on Zoom on the following upcoming
Wednesday nights from 6-7pm: April 21 and
May 19.

For security, Zoom links for meetings involving
children and youth are distributed to our mailing
list via email only. If you aren’t receiving the
emails and would like to take part, contact Kara
@ icdisciple.kids@gmail.com

College Scholarships Available from FCC
It's time to apply for higher education scholarships awarded by First Christian Church for the 2021 fall
semester. Scholarships are available from two funds within the church and are made available through the
generosity of persons who came before you, and were firm believers in the benefits of higher education.
Deadline for applications is Mon, May 3, 2021.
Click on the following links below to learn the requirements and locate application forms: https://icdisciples.org/
helen_gay_scholarship & https://icdisciples.org/sunier_scholarship. Both may be reached through the Children &
Youth page on the website or you can request paper copies be mailed to you from the church office.

CHRISTIAN SYMBOL
LILY—The lily that blooms around
Easter is a symbol of Christ’s resurrection because it rises from a seemingly lifeless bulb decaying in the
ground. It is also used as a symbol of
Christ himself. The lily, a symbol of
purity, is often used to represent the
Virgin Mary.

GOOD MEDICINE
Why shouldn’t you tell an Easter egg a
joke?
It might crack up!
An irate subscriber called the newspaper,
demanding to know where her Sunday
edition was. “Ma’am,” said the employee,
“today is Saturday. The Sunday paper isn’t
delivered until Sunday.” After a brief pause,
the caller spoke with a ray of recognition:
“So that’s why no one was in church today.”
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Worship Guide for Sunday Worship
Each week we post an electronic worship service on YouTube (and gather together on Zoom). The new service is
available beginning at 10am on Sunday. The worship guide below will function as a bulletin for those watching the
worship service and can also be used independently by those who cannot or choose not to access YouTube.
In preparation for participating in worship, you are invited to gather food and drink to take at communion time.
Remember, these don’t have to be bread and juice or wine. You may also want to have a candle nearby to light.

April 11, 2021 - Second Sunday of Easter
Greeting
Congregational Singing - “God Is Here”
Prayer

Children’s Moment
Scripture - John 20:19-31 (excerpts printed here)
When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house where the disciples had met
were locked for fear of the [Jewish leaders], Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with
you.” After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the
Lord. Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.” When he had said
this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are
forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.” But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the
twelve, was not with them when Jesus came. So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said
to them, “Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in
his side, I will not believe.” A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. …
[Jesus] said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do not
doubt but believe.” Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” … Now Jesus did many other signs in the
presence of his disciples, which are not written in this book. But these are written so that you may come to believe
that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believing you may have life in his name.
Sermon - Being Easter People: Forgive
What would the world look like if we embraced forgiveness as a core value of Christianity?
Sung Response - Every Morning is Easter Morning
Offering
We appreciate all who are continuing their financial commitment to FCC using the USPS or the “Donate” button.
We also encourage you to consider other ways you can be an offering to the community and our world.
Communion
As you take communion, use this moment to commit your body again to God’s work and to invite God’s loving spirit
to flow through you.
Congregational Singing - “Peace Be Yours”
Benediction

Thank you to those who joined our staff in leading worship this past Sunday. Leaders included:
Children & Youth (Call to Worship), Sara Riggs (Children’s Moment), Tad Goldner (Scripture
Reader), Melea White (Communion Prayer). Also thanks to our Elders, John Melby-Oetken, and
Ting Davidson & friends for their participation in our Holy Week worship service.

APRIL
Sun

4

Mon

5

Tue

6

Outdoor Worship
10 AM
Online Worship @
Zoom & YouTube
10 AM

Finance Team @
Zoom 6:30 PM

18

19

Outdoor Worship
10 AM
Online Worship @
Zoom & YouTube
10 AM

Hannah Circle @
Zoom 1 PM

25

26

Outdoor Worship
10 AM
Online Worship @
Zoom & YouTube
10 AM

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

MAUNDY
THURSDAY
Online Worship @
Zoom & YouTube
7 PM
Quaran Teens @
Zoom 8 PM

GOOD FRIDAY

FCC CROP Walk @
Waterworks Park
1 PM

9

10

16

17

7

8
FCC Connect @
Zoom 6 PM
Quaran Teens @
Zoom 8 PM

14

15

Bible Study @
Zoom 12 Noon
Exploring Baptism
7 PM

Clergy Cluster @
Zoom 11 AM
FCC Connect @
Zoom 6 PM
Quaran Teens @
Zoom 8 PM

21

22

23

24

CRC @ Zoom
10 AM
Bible Study @
Zoom 12 Noon
JYF @ Zoom 6 PM
Exploring Baptism
7 PM

Women Clergy @
Zoom 10 AM
FCC Connect @
Zoom 6 PM
FCC Book Club @
Zoom 7 PM
Quaran Teens @
Zoom 8 PM

Drop Off FLP
Donations 11:30
AM - 1:00 PM

FCC @ Free Lunch
Program 10:30 AM
- 1:30 PM

27

28

29

30

Sacred
Conversation on
Race @ Zoom 7

Bible Study @
Zoom 12 Noon
Exploring Baptism
7 PM

FCC Connect @
Zoom 6 PM
Quaran Teens @
Zoom 8 PM

EASTER

12

Thu

Bible Study @
Zoom 12 Noon

Sunday School
9AM @ Zoom
Online Worship @
Zoom & YouTube
10 AM

11

Wed

13

20

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
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Our regular schedule will
resume when it is safe to do so
For now we are worshipping virtually.


Each week a new worship service is
posted to our YouTube Channel at
10am on Sunday.



You are also welcome to join others
on Zoom on Sunday mornings at
9:45am. There we will share
fellowship and conversation as well as
watch the worship service.

All other meetings are also virtual.
For links or assistance, contact Pastor Jill.

