THIS WEEK AT FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
For the week of APRIL 29, 2020
A Note from Your Pastor
Dear ones,
On Monday our governor signed a proclamation which began the reopening of some businesses and announced that
faith communities would be allowed to begin worshipping in person again. In light of that it feels important to let
you know where we are as we think about being back together.
The simplest way to say it is that we are not going to move quickly on this opportunity. We do not believe
that we could safely gather for worship or that doing so would be in the best interest of our faith community. We
are working hard to balance our desire to be together with the safety of each of you. And that means our way back
to in-person worship will be filled with intentional, gradual steps. Even when we begin moving that way, it will be
a deliberate, measured process.
Some things you might expect when we do move that direction: seeing your church staff begin leading worship
together from the sanctuary again, and then some time later gradually adding additional music and worship leaders
to recorded worship - both would be expected well before we invited the congregation to gather in the sanctuary.
Along the way, expect some communications asking for your opinions about how we make this transition.
You should also know that we are aware that even when we can again be in-person together at the church building,
there will be some of you who need to make the continuing choice to stay at home. And we are asking questions
about how we can keep some of the online connections (for worship, pastoral care, and group participation) that we
have been using during this time.
I want to assure you that your church staff and lay leadership are working hard to make decisions that are good for
our community and keep us safe. Meanwhile we will connect in other ways until we can be together again.
Be well, Jill

Virtual Interest Groups...Lead One...Join One
During the month of May (and perhaps beyond), the Ministry Planning Team wants to invite you to be part of a
Virtual Interest Group. These are going to be groups gathered online around certain topics or activities. Anyone
can initiate a group - just reach out to Pastor Jill with details and to use the church’s Zoom account. They can be
one time events or groups that meet for multiple weeks. Maybe you want to host a virtual dinner group, a crafting
session, a cooking lesson, a movie review...anything that can be done in online community is welcome. To kick this
off, two Ministry Planning Team members have set up opportunities.

Join Vern Duba (a UI Librarian) for Radical Hospitality: Everyone is Welcome at the Library!
This conversation will take place on Wednesday, May 6 at 5pm using Zoom. The focus of the conversation will be:
two videos The New York Public Library Has a Human Google and What to Expect from Libraries in the 21st Century
(watch ahead using the links, but feel free to join this conversation even if you don’t have a chance to watch
them); your recollection of how libraries and librarians influenced your life; free services available with your library
card for streaming during COVID-19. Questions ahead of time? Contact Vern at vernduba@gmail.com.

Join the Thomas family for Game Night
All are invited to play Scattergories online on Saturday, May 9 at 4pm. Jay, Malinda, Quinn and Spencer Thomas
will host this afternoon of playing. All you need is a computer or device upon which to access Zoom , a piece/pad
of paper and a writing utensil. Come out and play with friends from FCC!
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UPCOMING EVENTS

Join Bible Study on Wednesdays at
12:30 pm using the online platform
ZOOM. If you have questions or
would like to join us on Zoom, please
contact Pastor Jill.
Upcoming scriptures:
April 29 - Matthew 28:16-20
May 6 - John 21:1-14



JYF (3rd, 4th, 5th graders) will meet on
Thursdays, April 30, May 14 and May 28 from 5 5:30pm on Zoom. Check your email for the link!



Sunday School (for age 4 through 5th grade) is
happening on Sunday mornings @ 9:30am on
Zoom. Check your email for the link!



Chi Rho/CYF (6th-12th graders) will meet each
Thursday evening during May @ 8pm on Zoom.
Check your email for the link!



Vacation Bible School Update: After the
announcement of school being cancelled through
the end of this academic year, FCC leadership
made the decision that the in-person VBS we know
and love can’t happen in early June. Now we are
exploring online options to bring VBS to kids in
their homes this summer. Look for more
information to come soon!

Graduate Recognition
Even though we are not meeting in
person, we will still recognize our
graduates during the worship
service on Sunday, May 10.
Our recognition focuses on High School graduates
and we are collecting information about each of
these. We are also collecting a list of name of those
FCC participants who are graduating from college,
university or trade school. Please share this
information with Kara (icdisciple.kids@gmail.com).

College Scholarships Available
Don’t forget that FCC has two college scholarships
available and the deadline for applications is
Monday, May 4, 2020. Click on the following links
to learn the requirements and locate application
forms: Helen Gay Scholarship & Sunier Scholarship
or you can request paper copies be mailed to you
from the church office.

HACAP Volunteer Opportunity
The HACAP Food Reservoir is looking for volunteers
over 14 years of age to pack food backpacks and
boxes on April 30 and May 5 in Cedar Rapids. To
sign up, click on this link. Be sure to read the
requirements before signing up.
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Looking For a Way to Connect?
FCC Connect on Zoom - every week we have two
opportunities to connect with friends from FCC.
These happen Mondays at 10am and Thursdays at
6pm. Whether you have joined every week or
would like to try for the first time, you are invited to
use the links above and be part of the fun.

FCC Online Concert
Are you a musician? Are you a
lover of music? Either way you
are invited to join us for FCC’s first Online Concert on
Monday, May 11 at 6:30pm at Zoom.
Musicians are invited to prepare one piece to play—
religious or secular...both are fine. Please let Laura
(icdisciple.music@gmail.com) know if you plan to play
so she can plan the order.
Everyone is invited to join us on Zoom and enjoy music
from friends.
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PRAYERS & PRAISES


We pray for wisdom and discernment for our regional staff and those on the camping committee who
will be meeting this week to make decisions about camp this summer.


We pray with gratitude for those who have donated to the fund to send children and youth to church
camp. So far we have collected $525. Even as we await word of this summer’s camps, we are still taking
donations (you can mail them or use the donate button...please mark them “Summer Camp”). If camp does
get cancelled the money donated will be saved for use in future years.


We continue to pray for our members and friends who are in a nursing home, homebound, have medical
and physical needs and problems.
Please always let Pastor Jill know about surgeries, hospitalizations, or other pastoral care needs.

Practicing Safety Online
As we spend more time and do more communication online, please remember to be safe.


When you receive email, don’t only pay attention to the name shown, but also to the address from which is
comes—make sure it is what you would expect. Don’t click links, send money, or even respond if it isn’t an
address you know even if the person it claims to be from is familiar.



Only join groups with known people and or known organizations.



If ordering or donating online, know what protections against fraud your chosen way to pay provides.

This week Laura Kittrell is
contributing some ideas for ways
to spend your quarantine time.
Read on for some things to do
this week.
1. Check in on someone who is quarantined alone. Let them know you are thinking about them,
send them a “virtual hug.”
2. Leave a thank you notes for an essential worker—the mail carrier, the garbage collector, etc.
Thank them for the work they do.
3. Make a list of the different kinds of birds that visit your backyard.
4. Plant something—a small vegetable plant, or a flower garden.
5. Read to someone. Stories come alive when they are read aloud. So read to your children,
parents, or FaceTime Grandpa, Grandma or a friend.
6. Get creative with the food ingredients you have on hand—create a new dish to try.
7. Find something each day to be thankful for!
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Worship Guide for Sunday Worship
Each week we post an electronic worship service on YouTube. The new service will be available beginning at
10am on Sunday. The worship guide below will function as a bulletin for those watching the worship service
and can also be used independently by those who cannot or choose not to access YouTube.
In preparation for participating in worship, you are invited to gather some sort of food and drink to take at
communion time. Remember, these don’t have to be bread and juice or wine. If you desire, you may also
want to have a candle nearby to light as we light the candle at the beginning of worship.

May 3, 2020
Greeting
Congregational Singing - “I Believe in Jesus” (Chalice Praise #129)

Prayer
Take a moment to center yourself. Pay attention to the ways and places God shows up in your life.
Pray for your church community, for those you miss seeing during this time when we are separated. Pray for
all those settings to which people are returning as additional businesses in our state and nation open. Pray for
those who are part of school districts - administrators, staff, teachers, students, and parents - who are
continuing educating at a distance and working to plan for next fall. Pray for those who are in situations of
domestic violence and child abuse which have been made worse during this stay-at-home time.
Scripture - Luke 24:36-43
While they were talking about this, Jesus himself stood among them and said to them, “Peace be with
you.” They were startled and terrified, and thought that they were seeing a ghost. He said to them, “Why are
you frightened, and why do doubts arise in your hearts? Look at my hands and my feet; see that it is I
myself. Touch me and see; for a ghost does not have flesh and bones as you see that I have.” And when he
had said this, he showed them his hands and his feet. While in their joy they were disbelieving and still
wondering, he said to them, “Have you anything here to eat?” They gave him a piece of broiled fish, and he
took it and ate in their presence.
Children’s Moment
Sermon - Embracing Belief
Consider the following questions: What are the things that you believe in? What typical Christian beliefs have
you struggled with? How have you reconciled what you understood to be possible with what you believed to
be true? How do your belief and disbelief intersect? Can you allow them to live comfortably together?
Offering
During this time we appreciate all who are continuing their financial commitment to FCC using the USPS or the
“Donate” button on the website. We also encourage you to consider other ways you can be an offering
beyond our congregation, to the community and our world. Find an act of kindness to share today.
Communion
Food played a large role in Jesus’ life and ministry. He shared a table with many, often with those who weren’t
always invited to other people’s tables. Even after his resurrection, many of the stories center on the sharing
of food. As you take the elements of communion you have in your home, use this moment to commit your
body again to God’s work and to invite God’s loving spirit to flow through you.
Congregational Singing - “Go in Peace” (Chalice Praise #183)
Benediction - “A Blessing of Hope”
by Jan Richardson, from “A Cure for Sorrow” janrichardson.com

Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed
April

April

30

Bible Study @ Zoom
12:30 PM

JYF (3rd, 4th, 5th
graders) @ Zoom
5 PM
FCC Connect @
Zoom 6 PM

6

7

3

4

Children’s Sunday
School @ Zoom
9:30 AM
Online Worship @
YouTube 10 AM

FCC Connect @
Zoom 10 AM

10

11

12

13

14

Children’s Sunday
School @ Zoom
9:30 AM
Online Worship @
YouTube 10 AM

FCC Connect @
Zoom 10 AM
Online Concert @
Zoom 6:30 PM

Staff Mtg @ Zoom
10 AM

Bible Study @ Zoom
12:30 PM

JYF (3rd, 4th, 5th
graders) @ Zoom
5 PM
FCC Connect @
Zoom 6 PM
CYF (6th-12th grade)
@ Zoom 8 PM

17

18

19

20

21

Children’s Sunday
School @ Zoom
9:30 AM
Online Worship @
YouTube 10 AM

FCC Connect @
Zoom 10 AM

Bible Study @ Zoom
12:30 PM

FCC Connect @
Zoom 6 PM
CYF (6th-12th grade)
@ Zoom 8 PM

24

25

26

27

28

Children’s Sunday
School @ Zoom
9:30 AM
Online Worship @
YouTube 10 AM

Memorial Day

Staff Mtg @ Zoom 10
AM

Bible Study @ Zoom
12:30 PM

Women Clergy @
Zoom 10 AM
JYF @ Zoom 5 PM
FCC Connect @
Zoom 6 PM
CYF (6th-12th grade)
@ Zoom 8 PM

31
Online Worship @
YouTube 10 AM

FCC Connect @
Zoom 10 AM

5

29

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

8

9

Bible Study @ Zoom
FCC Connect @
12:30 PM
Zoom 6 PM
Interest Group CYF (6th-12th grade)
Radical Hospitality:
@ Zoom 8 PM
Everyone is welcome
at the library! @
Zoom 5 PM

Interest Group Game Time
(Scattergories) @
Zoom 4 PM

15

16

22

23

29

30

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
(DISCIPLES OF CHRIST)
900 LINCOLNSHIRE PLACE
CORALVILLE, IA 52241-3615

Our regular schedule will resume
when it is safe to do so
Sunday Services:
10 AM Church Service, 11 AM Coffee/Fellowship
Church Office: Phone #: 319-337-4181
Hours: Monday thru Thursday 9AM to 12PM
Staff:

Pastor: Jill Cameron Michel
(home) 319-665-2276 (cell) 417-439-7391
icdisciple.pastor@gmail.com
Office Administrator: Peggy Bothell
icdisciple.sec@gmail.com
Minister of Music & Worship: Laura Kittrell
icdisciple.music@gmail.com
Minister of Children, Youth & Families: Kara Seaton

icdisciple.kids@gmail.com
Janitorial: Michael Hull
m.hull84@yahoo.com

