THIS WEEK AT FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
For the Week of April 28, 2021
A Note from Your Pastor
Friends,
In her book Take This Bread, Sara Miles begins by writing, “One early, cloudy morning when I was forty-six, I
walked into a church, ate a piece of bread, took a sip of wine. A routine Sunday activity for tens of millions of
Americans—except that up until that moment I’d led a thoroughly secular life, at best indifferent to religion,
more often appalled by its fundamentalist crusades. This was my first communion. It changed everything….The
mysterious sacrament turned out to be not a symbolic wafer at all but actual food—indeed, the bread of life. In
that shocking moment of communion, filled with a deep desire to reach for and become part of a body, I realized
that what I’d been doing with my life all along was what I was meant to do: feed people.”

Sara Miles realization led her not only to discover her own faith but to begin a feeding ministry where food piled
on the church’s altar was given to those who were hungry.
Communion. It is something we do each time we worship. Whether we are gathered in the sanctuary or on the
church’s front lawn...whether we are sitting in our living rooms, in front of our computer screens, or visiting
someone in a hospital room...we embrace the understanding that communion is meant to be shared, that the table
is not only a place where we gather but also a place from which we are sent forth.
But I wonder how often we really listen as we are tasting the communion bread and juice. I wonder how often
we really ask what it means to be part of the body of Christ—living and loving in this world. I wonder how
often we really wonder where and how we are to go from the table and what the gifts of bread and cup tell us
about what we are meant to do and who we are meant to be.
At the table there are so many images alive with us. We talk about community and connection. We talk about
welcome and inclusion. We talk about sacrifice and forgiveness. We talk about becoming the body of Christ—
the hands and feet of Jesus here on earth. We talk about nurture and nourishment.
So, where do all of these experiences point us? How do they shape us to be sent forth for ministry in this world?
I wonder what being the body of Christ means for those of us connected to First Christian in 2021. I wonder
what experiencing welcome and connection asks of us as we leave the table. I wonder what we are meant to do
and who we are meant to be as people who are eagerly welcomed to an abundant table by our loving God.
Be well, Jill 319-665-2276 (home)

Seeking Your Suggestions...
Do you have a favorite Bible passage? A story in the Bible that delights you? One that upsets you? One you
don’t understand? One you think embodies who we are? We are seeking your suggestions for stories and
passages from the Bible to preach on this summer. We would invite anyone who has a suggestion to fill out this
Google form. We are looking forward to receiving your suggestions.

Graduate Recognition
We are planning our annual graduate recognition during the online and outdoor worship services on
Sunday, May 16. Our recognition focuses on high school graduates who are participating or
connected to FCC. We also like to recognize those graduating from colleges, trade schools or other
education programs. Please reach out to Kara (icdisciple.kids@gmail.com) to let her know if there is
someone who should be recognized on this date!
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Mark Your Calendars...
Join Bible Study using Zoom.
We meet at 12noon each
Wednesday.
Upcoming scriptures:
April 28 - John 15:9-17
May 5 - John 17:6-19

TWO FCC People to Read at
Iowa City Poetry Al Fresco
Iowa City Poetry al Fresco is an evening of openair progressive readings. This socially distanced
event will take place outdoors on Saturday, May 1
(rain date, May 8) at various businesses and
residences in the Northside Neighborhood. These
low-risk in-person readings will take place every
half hour from 5:00 pm to 8:00 p.m. Charlie Hall
will be reading with others from the Iowa Youth
Writing Project from 5:30—5:50pm at Larew Law
Office (504 E. Bloomington St.). Corinne Stanley
will be reading from 6:30—6:50pm at Phillips
Historical House (721 N. Linn St.)

Diaper Drive
Diaper donations for CommUnity
Crisis Services will be collected
through this week and one more
Sunday! They need all sizes
except newborn with size 4 being
in greatest demand.

Picture Directories Available
Just shortly before COVID, FCC had a new picture
directory made. If you are newer to FCC and
never got a print copy (or if you happen to be a
long term member who just didn’t get theirs
picked up) but would like one, please let the office
know.
This directory is also available (and kept updated)
online. To access the online directory inquire with
the office.

May Book Club Selection
The Murmur of Bees by Sofia Segovia is
a historical novel with a touch of
fantasy set in Mexico during the
Mexican Revolution and 1918 flu outbreak. The
book is the topic for the next meeting of the FCC
Book Club on Thursday, May 27, at 7pm.

College Scholarships from FCC
The deadline for FCC College Scholarship
applications is Mon, May 3, 2021. Click on the
links below to learn the requirements and locate
application forms: https://icdisciples.org/
helen_gay_scholarship & https://icdisciples.org/
sunier_scholarship. You can also request paper
copies be mailed to you from the church office.

Planning is underway for Vacation Bible School this
summer! As we strive to meet the needs of all families,
there will be both online and in-person options as we
explore God’s stories through sharing, mission, science,
craft and more! In-person programming will be held on
Wednesdays (June 16, 23 & 30) @ 6:30PM. As we
continue to observe COVID safety protocols, this will be
outdoors and family centered, with adults being asked to
stay with their household (or previously established
COVID-bubbles) and helping their children navigate
activities which will be led by other adults and
volunteers. Online components will have take
home kits and videos. Look for registration to
be out the first of May!
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THANK YOU to the congregation for a very successful Free Lunch Program (FLP) service on Saturday, April 24.
Your financial contributions, donated groceries, prepared food and service in the kitchen led to us preparing and
serving approximately 60 boxed meals to those in need. We also utilized Table-to-Table which furnished us with
loaves of bread. We will also serve on the following Saturdays: June 26, August 28 and October 23.

FCC Connect - Thursdays @ 6pm
Join us for a time of conversation with friends from
FCC. We gather on Zoom each Thursday at 6pm
All are welcome to join us.



QuaranTEENS (6th-12th graders) meets each
Thursday evening at 8pm on Zoom for both fun
and meaningful conversation.

Join Us for Worship Each Sunday






Outdoor In-Person Worship will happen each
week unless the weather causes us to cancel.
Worship will begin at 10am on the front lawn at
the church. Bring your lawn chair and mask.
To join us on Zoom, log in between 9:45 and
10am using the link provided. Stay after worship
to visit with others.

You can also find weekly worship on YouTube.

Registration for Summer Camp at the Christian
Conference Center in Newton is open! Covid related
protocols will be in place for can safe and fun summer
camp experience this year. FCC covers 50% of the cost
of registration for participating families and more if
needed. There are options for all ages and interests.
Space is limited, so sign up soon. Contact Kara
at icdisciples.kids@gmail.com or learn more here.



JYF (3rd-5th graders) meets once a month on
Zoom on the following upcoming Wednesday
nights from 6-7pm: April 28 and May 19.



Sunday School (preschool through 5th
graders) is on hiatus so families can participate
in outdoor worship.

For security, Zoom links for meetings involving
children and youth are distributed to our mailing
list via email only. If you aren’t receiving the emails
and would like to take part, contact Kara @
icdisciple.kids@gmail.com

Children’s Moments Online
If you are coming to outdoor worship and miss
seeing the children’s moments, you can access
them online at our FCC Kids YouTube channel.

JUST SAYING . . .
“If you find it in your heart to care for somebody else, you will have succeeded.”
—Maya Angelou
“Dripping water hollows out stone, not through force but through persistence.”
—Ovid
“If at first you don't succeed, try doing it the way mom told you to in the beginning.”
—Unknown
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Worship Guide for Sunday Worship
Each week we post an electronic worship service on YouTube (and gather together on Zoom). The new service is
available beginning at 10am on Sunday. The worship guide below will function as a bulletin for those watching the
worship service and can also be used independently by those who cannot or choose not to access YouTube.
In preparation for participating in worship, you are invited to gather food and drink to take at communion time.
Remember, these don’t have to be bread and juice or wine. You may also want to have a candle nearby to light.

May 2, 2021 - Fifth Sunday of Easter
Greeting
Congregational Singing - “I Am the Vine”
Prayer

Children’s Moment
Scripture - John 15:1-8
“I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinegrower. He removes every branch in me that bears no fruit. Every
branch that bears fruit he prunes to make it bear more fruit. You have already been cleansed by the word that I
have spoken to you. Abide in me as I abide in you. Just as the branch cannot bear fruit by itself unless it abides in
the vine, neither can you unless you abide in me. I am the vine, you are the branches. Those who abide in me and I
in them bear much fruit, because apart from me you can do nothing. Whoever does not abide in me is thrown
away like a branch and withers; such branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. If you abide in me,
and my words abide in you, ask for whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. My Father is glorified by this,
that you bear much fruit and become my disciples.”
Sermon - Being Easter People: Abide
Picture a plant. Maybe it’s a vine as stated in the scripture, maybe a tree or other plant. What do you know about
how the roots and vine or trunk and branches work together? Why is their connection important? What happens
when a branch gets disconnected from the vine? How does the vine impact and shape the branches?
Now think about Jesus. Here we are invited to abide, to live, to find a home in him. If we are connected to him
like a branch to the vine, what does that say about us? How does who Jesus is shape you? In what ways to do you
reflect him?
Sung Response - “Every Morning is Easter Morning”
Offering
We appreciate all who are continuing their financial commitment to FCC using the USPS or the “Donate” button.
We also encourage you to consider other ways you can be an offering to the community and our world.
Communion
As you take communion, use this moment to commit your body again to God’s work and to invite God’s loving spirit
to flow through you.
Congregational Singing - “Holy Spirit, Truth Divine”
Benediction

Thank you to those who joined our staff in leading worship this past Sunday. Leaders included:
Julie Fitzpatrick (Scripture Reader and Communion Prayer), Malinda Thomas and Tanvi Vibhakar
(Music in online worship).
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Our regular schedule will resume
when it is safe to do so
We currently have the following worship
opportunities:


Each week when weather permits we will
share outdoor in-person worship at 10am
at the church with masks and distancing.



Each week a new worship service is
posted to our YouTube Channel at 10am
on Sunday.



You are also welcome to join others on
Zoom on Sunday mornings at 9:45am
with worship at 10am. Fellowship and
conversation will be shared following
worship.

All other meetings are also virtual.
For links or assistance, contact Pastor Jill.

