THIS WEEK AT FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
For the week of APRIL 22, 2020
A Note from Your Pastor
Dear ones,
Today is Earth Day. In fact, it is the 50th anniversary of Earth Day which began in 1970.
And we have likely all read some hopeful statements and seen pictures about changes that have been taking place
since people have been staying home. While it is good to know that mountain tops are becoming visible and skies
cleaner and waterways clearer, it is also important to remember that sometimes these pictures and pieces of
information can lull us into thinking that the problem is solved. And yet, it isn’t.
After all, our goal is not to continue to stay at home, but in fact, to figure out how to be out and about in something
that more closely resembles our pre-COVID routines. And the danger is that we forget to think about creation as
we return to more fast paced lives.
So, how can we, both during and after this quarantine time, be kinder to the earth?
In many ways the questions haven’t changed so much.
Are we thinking about the waste we create? Are we willing to choose that which is good for the earth over our own
convenience in order to create less waste? I think of one of my kids who likes pudding. The easy thing to do is to
buy pudding cups. They have a longer shelf life. They are ready whenever he is hungry. Meanwhile, they also
create a lot of packaging waste. So, what if we make the commitment to prepare pudding, store it in the
refrigerator, and do the dishes instead of relying on the ease of prepackaged pudding cups? This is a small change but I wonder how big this simple act could become if we all paid greater attention to packaging and made similar
changes.
Are we thinking about the pollution our cars produce? During this time that has been greatly reduced - we simply
aren’t driving as much. And this is where many of the pictures of clearer skies and distant views have come from.
But, when we return to work, when stores and theatres reopen, when vacations become a possibility again, will we
continue to be thoughtful about the pollution we create with our travel? Again, this can even happen in baby steps.
During these quarantine days we have learned to go to the grocery store once a week (or maybe even less
frequently) rather than running to the store any time we feel like it. Might we plan ahead and keep up that habit?
Might there be changes in our routines that benefit the earth and perhaps even benefit us as we choose to slow
down?
The list of questions could go on - these are just a couple of examples. These are questions for us as individuals and
households. These are questions for our workplaces and churches. These are questions for our lawmakers and
questions that we can address with them and ask them to commit to working on in bigger ways that are outside of
our control. While there are many ways COVID-19 has given our earth a breather, it hasn’t solved anything. It is
up to each of us and all of us together to do that work. Remember, we were made as co-creators with God, as
caretakers of this earth and everything in it. Maybe in this time we can recommit to that role and live, in the years
ahead, in ways that make long lasting change.
Be well, Jill

All meetings and gathering that are taking place are using the Zoom online platform.
For more information about how to engage, contact the group leader or church office.
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UPCOMING EVENTS

Join Bible Study on Wednesdays at 12:30 pm using
the online platform ZOOM. If you have
questions or would like to join us on
Zoom, please contact Pastor Jill.
Upcoming scriptures:
April 22 - Luke 24: 36-43
April 29 - Matthew 28:16-20

One of the important ministries of our Upper Midwest
Christian Church region is their camping ministry
for youth. Each summer, our congregation sends
about 25 of our kids for a week at the Christian
Conference Center in Newton. Our youth typically
host a walking taco fundraiser in April to raise money
for camp, but because we are not gathering in person
right now, this is not possible. However, we still have
kids planning to go to camp this summer and we need
your help to send them! Therefore we are asking
for your financial support at this time. Checks
can be mailed to the church or you can send money
via our PayPal donate button; please be sure to
mark all donations as “Summer Camp” so we can
make sure it is credited to that program. Thank you in
advance for your support!
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Sunday School (for age 4 through 5th grade) is
happening on Sunday mornings @ 9:30am on
Zoom. Check your email for the link!



Chi Rho/CYF Community Group will meet on
Monday evenings (thru April) from
7 - 8pm using the online video platform Zoom.



JYF (3rd, 4th, 5th graders) will meet on Thursday,
April 30 from 5 - 5:30pm on Zoom. Check your
email for the link!



Vacation Bible School Update : After
the announcement of school being cancelled
through the end of this academic year, FCC
leadership made the decision that the in-person
VBS we know and love can’t happen in early June.
Now we are exploring online options to bring VBS
to kids in their homes this summer. Look for more
information to come soon!

Looking For a Way to Connect?
FCC Connect on Zoom - every week we have two
opportunities to connect with friends from FCC.
These happen Mondays at 10am and Thursdays at
6pm. Whether you have joined every week or
would like to try for the first time, you are invited to
be part of the fun. Request links from the office.

College Scholarships Available
It's time to apply for higher education scholarships
awarded by First Christian Church for the 2020 fall
semester. Scholarships are available from two funds
within the church and are made available through
the generosity of persons who came before you.
Deadline for applications is Monday, May 4,
2020. Click on the following links to learn the
requirements and locate application forms: Helen
Gay Scholarship & Sunier
Scholarship or you can request
paper copies be mailed to you from
the church office.

We continue to look forward to and plan for an
amazing summer camp experience at the Christian
Conference Center in Newton this year. All are asked
to register by May 1. Registration is online, so be sure
to sign up now! There are options for kids who have
completed 2nd-12th grades, as well as family camp
and more! FCC covers 50% of the cost for our
participating kids, youth and families. Contact Kara
Seaton icdisciple.kids@gmail.com if
you need more info or to coordinate
with others on camp weeks.
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Relax With Yoga, Meditation and Massage
We have partnered with Erica at Inspirit Healing Arts to provide some opportunities for intentional centering and
relaxation for you. Follow the links below to view these videos.
Good Morning Family Yoga

Meditation—Listening to God

Good Night Family Yoga

Thai Partner Yoga Massage
Some ideas that I hope will be helpful as
you look for ways to keep yourself (and
others) happy and healthy during this
time. Try one each day! :-) Kara, Children,
Youth & Family Minister

1. Have each person in your family choose a topic they are interested in. Research it and choose an evening to
share what you learned with those in your home (or even better, Facetime in Grandma and Grandpa or the
grandkids to listen, too!).
2. Inventory the plants & wildlife (from bugs on up) in your yard. Don’t know what kind of tree that is or what that
flower is that is blooming? Look it up!
3. Many people are home more than usual, which means we are using more energy in our homes. Look for ways
you can reduce consumption by turning off lights and devices that aren’t being used. Maybe take turns being
the “energy auditor,” and while turning off lights, wipe them off too!
4. Earth Day is this week; find one day to go on a walk or hike in a place you haven’t been before. Take time to
marvel at the beauty you find around you.
5. Bake something! Cookies, bread, cupcakes...whatever sounds good! Make it a treat for those in your house, or
share with someone.
6. Schools closing for the rest of the academic year brings many emotions. Whether it’s a student who is a senior
or a teacher who is sad about not meeting with their students again, reach out to someone in the education
community and let them know you are thinking about them.
7. Do something to take care of you. Whether it’s taking a bath, curling up with a good book, finding a quiet spot
to pray or meditate, or working on a project, do something that your soul loves. Encourage everyone in your
house to do the same. We are better to each other when we take time to take care of ourselves.

IHS
This sacred monogram originally
appeared as “IHC,” the first three
letters of “IHCOYC,” the Greek
word for Jesus. Over time the
Greek “C” was replaced by the
Latin “S” to become “IHS.” There
are many interpretations given to
the letters “IHS,” including the Latin “Iesus
Hominum Salvator” (Jesus, Savior of Men) and the
English “I (Christ) Have Suffered.”
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Worship Guide for Sunday Worship
Each week we post an electronic worship service on YouTube. The new service will be available beginning at
10am on Sunday. The worship guide below will function as a bulletin for those watching the worship service
and can also be used independently by those who cannot or choose not to access YouTube.
In preparation for participating in worship, you are invited to gather some sort of food and drink to take at
communion time. Remember, these don’t have to be bread and juice or wine. If you desire, you may also
want to have a candle nearby to light as we light the candle at the beginning of worship.

April 26, 2020
Greeting
Congregational Singing - “Sing of One Who Walks Beside Us” (#231, vs. 1 & 2)
Prayer
Take a moment to center yourself. Pay attention to the ways and places God shows up in your life.
Pray for your church community, for those you miss seeing during this time when we are separated. Pray for
all those who are essential employees and unable to choose to stay home. Pray for those who are living in
communal settings where the fear of virus spread is increased.
Scripture - excerpts from Luke 24:13-35 (you are encouraged to read the entire passage)
Now on that same day two of them were going to a village called Emmaus, about seven miles from Jerusalem,
and talking with each other about all these things that had happened. While they were talking and discussing,
Jesus himself came near and went with them, but their eyes were kept from recognizing him. And he said to
them, “What are you discussing with each other while you walk along?”...They replied, “The things about
Jesus of Nazareth....” Then he said to them, “Oh, how foolish you are, and how slow of heart to believe all
that the prophets have declared!...” Then beginning with Moses and all the prophets, he interpreted to them
the things about himself in all the scriptures.
As they came near the village to which they were going, he walked ahead as if he were going on. But they
urged him strongly, saying, “Stay with us, because it is almost evening and the day is now nearly over.” So he
went in to stay with them. When he was at the table with them, he took bread, blessed and broke it, and gave
it to them. Then their eyes were opened, and they recognized him; and he vanished from their sight. They
said to each other, “Were not our hearts burning within us while he was talking to us on the road, while he
was opening the scriptures to us?” That same hour they got up and returned to Jerusalem;...Then they told
what had happened on the road, and how he had been made known to them in the breaking of the bread.
Children’s Moment
Sermon - Recognizing Jesus
Consider the following questions: When are the times in your life when you have been surprised by God’s
presence? Are there places, items, or rituals that help you feel that God is present?
Offering
During this time we appreciate all who are continuing their financial commitment to FCC using the USPS or the
“Donate” button on the website. We also encourage you to consider other ways you can be an offering
beyond our congregation, to the community and our world. Find an act of kindness to share today.
Communion
Jesus was revealed to his followers when breaking bread. What ways does the experience of communion help
you connect more deeply to Jesus? As you take the elements of communion you have in your home, use this
moment to commit your body again to God’s work and to invite God’s loving spirit to flow through you.
Congregational Singing - “Sing of One Who Walks Beside Us” (#231, vs. 3)

Benediction

APRIL
Sun
1-Kalea Seaton
6-Dale Clingan
9-Marilyn Gilmore
10-Bruce Fischer
13-Tara Clark
17-Al Zimmerman
18-Hazel
Schluckebier

Mon

Tue

19-Jill Meadows
20-Kent Clark
21-Becky Hall
21-Bob DeWitt
22-Leila Coobs
22-Patricia Arnold
22-Malinda
Thomas

22-Marcus Seaton
23-Jacob Hall
23-Vincent Risden
24-Craig Jones
25-Edith Andrews
26-Dakota Mohr
30-Ric Gerard

5

6

7

Online Worship @
YouTube 10 AM

FCC Connect @
Zoom 10 AM
Youth Community
Group @ Zoom
7 PM

Spiritual Life Group
Youth & Adult @
Zoom 4 PM

12
EASTER
Online Worship @
YouTube 10 AM

19
Children’s Sunday
School @ Zoom
9:30 AM
Online Worship @
YouTube 10 AM

26
Children’s Sunday
School @ Zoom
9:30 AM
Online Worship @
YouTube 10 AM

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

3

4

10

11

1

2

Bible Study @ Zoom
12:30 PM

MPT (2020
Summer) @ Zoom
10 AM
FCC Connect @
Zoom 6 PM

8

9

Staff Mtg 10 AM
Bible Study @ Zoom
Spiritual Life Group
12:30 PM
@ Zoom 12:30 PM

2020

FCC Connect @
Zoom 6 PM
Maundy Thursday
service @ YouTube
7 pm
24 HOUR PRAYER VIGIL
8pm-8pm from home

13

14

Bible Study @ Zoom
12:30 PM

FCC Connect @
Zoom 10 AM
Finance Team @
Zoom 6 PM
Youth Community
Group @ Zoom
7 PM

20

16

22

23

Staff Meeting @
Zoom 10 AM

MPT (Summer
2020) @ Zoom
10 AM
Bible Study @ Zoom
12:30 PM

Women Clergy @
Zoom 10 AM
Clergy Cluster @
Zoom 11:15 aM
FCC Connect @
Zoom 6 PM

BOARD
MEETING
@ Zoom 7 PM

27

28

17

18

24

25

JYF (3rd, 4th, 5th
graders) @ Zoom
5 PM
FCC Connect @
Zoom 6 PM

21

FCC Connect @
Zoom 10 AM
Youth Community
Group @ Zoom
7 PM

FCC Connect @
Zoom 10 AM
Youth Community
Group @ Zoom
7 PM

15

29

30

Bible Study @ Zoom
12:30 PM

JYF (3rd, 4th, 5th
graders) @ Zoom
5 PM
FCC Connect @
Zoom 6 PM

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
(DISCIPLES OF CHRIST)
900 LINCOLNSHIRE PLACE
CORALVILLE, IA 52241-3615

Our regular schedule will resume
when it is safe to do so
Sunday Services:
10 AM Church Service, 11 AM Coffee/Fellowship
Church Office: Phone #: 319-337-4181
Hours: Monday thru Thursday 9AM to 12PM
Staff:

Pastor: Jill Cameron Michel
(home) 319-665-2276 (cell) 417-439-7391
icdisciple.pastor@gmail.com
Office Administrator: Peggy Bothell
icdisciple.sec@gmail.com
Minister of Music & Worship: Laura Kittrell
icdisciple.music@gmail.com
Minister of Children, Youth & Families: Kara Seaton

icdisciple.kids@gmail.com
Janitorial: Michael Hull
m.hull84@yahoo.com

