THIS WEEK AT FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
For the Week of APRIL 20, 2022
A Note From Your Pastor
Friends,
What a beautiful Easter Sunday we shared! Thanks to all who worshipped with
us whether on Zoom at the early hour of 6:15am, on YouTube later that
morning, or in the sanctuary at one of our two services there. Thanks to all who
helped with activities for the children and thanks to the families who engaged
them. Thanks to all who brought egg donations to be distributed through Table
to Table. It was a lovely celebration of resurrection and new life!

And there is more to look forward to. I am excited that our newly formed
Creation Care Team will be leading worship this coming Sunday. What better
Sunday for them to do so than this one? After all, not only will we just have
passed Earth Day (which is Friday), but it is also the Second Sunday of Easter. Yes, Easter isn’t only one day in the
church - it is a season! And, as we named on Sunday, it is a time for us to start claiming new life, for us to renew and
deepen our commitments to living as children of God, as people who follow in the footsteps of Jesus.
And the commitments we make as a congregation matter.
A couple years ago, after decades of living into the truth of inclusion and welcome, we officially became an Open
and Affirming congregation of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ). Why did this matter when we had already
been welcoming, blessing, marrying, and inviting into leadership our LGBTQ+ friends? Well, it matters to put a
name on ourselves, to put our names on a list, to proclaim beyond our walls that we are rooted in this commitment. It
also matters because when we say that we are Open and Affirming, then we give others permission to hold us
accountable to that reality.
I’m excited about our Creation Care Team for many reasons, but one of them is the same as why I was excited for us
to become Open and Affirming. After all, even as we have already (for several years) been making moves to be in
greater harmony with creation, the Creation Care Team will encourage us, they will educate us, they will challenge
us to live more deeply into that commitment. They will also lead us through a process that will allow us to choose to
be an official Green Chalice Ministry (the designation in our denomination for churches choosing to live in greater
harmony with creation) and even to do more work and become Green Chalice Certified. Again, these designations
help us say to the world that our commitment to creation isn’t only something to which we give lip service, but is
rooted in the commitments of our faith and is something we will work hard to grow in.
So, be sure to worship with us Sunday as we celebrate the gift of God’s good creation and our calling to live as
caregivers and stewards of creation.
And beyond that, I hope that you will continue to help us think through how these and other commitments of our
faith shape the ministry we share together. After all, we want people to see, in the ways we live and represent First
Christian Church and God’s kin-dom, a clear reflection of the calling we answer. We want everything we do to be
rooted in the values we hold.
I’d love to hear from you about how these titles we wear, these values we hold, impact who we are together as a
community and who we are out in the world.
Hope to see you Sunday!
With Care, Jill
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Mark Your Calendars
Join Bible Study using Zoom.
We meet at 12noon each
Wednesday.
Upcoming scriptures:
April 20 - John 21:1-19
April 27 - Acts 9:1-20
JYF (our youth group for 3rd - 5th
graders) will next meet on Zoom
TONIGHT. If you have questions,
contact Kara (icdisciple.kids@gmail.com)

FCC Serves at Free
Lunch on Saturday,
April 23
It’s almost time to serve a meal at the Free Lunch
Program in Iowa City! This month we will be serving
Chili Cheese Tater Tot Casserole and yummy sides.
Thank you to everyone who volunteered to donate
food. If you haven’t delivered your donations yet,
you may bring them to the church on Friday, April 22
between 11:30am and 1pm. If you have questions,
talk to Mary Curtis, Karen Dawson, or Sharon Sass.

Ladies Night Out will be on Thursday,
April 21 at 5:30. We will be dining at
Flannigans, 501 First Ave., Coralville.
All ladies of the church are invited to
join us.

FCC Connect - Thursdays @ 6pm
Join us for a time of conversation with friends from
FCC. We gather on Zoom each Thursday at 6pm.
You are invited every week or once in a while. Come
meet someone new!

FCC Book Club

will be

Ready to find something new to read?
How about A Woman of No Importance by Sonia Purcell. This book
discussed on April 28 at the FCC Book Club.

What’s Table to Table All About?
Come and See
We are invited to take a tour of Table to Table and
learn more about their wok of rescuing and
redistributing food in Johnson Co. This tour is open
to people of all ages.
The tour will take place Saturday, April 30 at
10:30am. Pepperwood Plaza (address) next door to
CommUnity Food Bank.
If you plan to attend, please sign up here or call the
office to let us know you plan to attend.

Coming This Summer: Mondays on the Lawn
Through the months of May - August we will have something happening on the front lawn at FCC each Monday
evening at 7pm. In May (which is Mental Health Awareness Month) we will share “Mindful Mondays” with various
activities. During June we will have games and activities for all ages. July will bring weekly concerts each Monday
evening. And in August, as we have done the last two years, we will serve ice cream each Monday evening. FCC
folks, neighbors, friends...all are welcome. You can find more information here.
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PRAYERS & PRAISE


We continue to pray for Linda Flinn who remains hospitalized.



We continue to pray for healing for Bob DeWitt, Steve Strah, and Jan Jensen’s dad.



We pray for Jan Jensen’sInformation
friend, Lisa Van Deventer,
awaiting biopsy
results.
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We continue to pray for peace in Ukraine and around the world.



We continue to pray for those who are in a nursing home, homebound, have emotional and physical needs.
Please always let your pastors know about surgeries, hospitalizations, or other pastoral care needs.

Pictures from Easter Sunday Activities

Realm - Our Connection to an Online Directory
If you haven’t already, we hope you will use the QR code here or just visit onrealm.org to set up
your Realm account. Remember your password—you will need it for future access. Once you
login, set your privacy settings to “Anyone in the church” in order for your information to be in
our church directory. These settings need to be changed for each person in your household.
Prefer using an app? Get Realm Connect from the App Store! Have questions? Ask Pastor Jill or Laurie Dahms.

We Need You...
If you are willing to serve in one of these roles on Sunday mornings, please use the links to pick a date to serve.
Click here for Greeter
Click here for Usher
Click here for Scripture Reader
Click here for Acolyte (Kindergarten—6th graders)
Questions? Contact Nancy McKinstry (nancy.a.mckinstry@gmail.com)
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Worship Guide for Sunday Worship
The worship guide below serves as a bulletin for those who worship in person or on YouTube.
Each week we post a worship service on YouTube. The new service is available beginning at 10am on Sunday. The
worship guide below can also be used independently by those who remain home and are without internet access.
In preparation for participating in worship, you are invited to gather food and drink to take at communion time.
Remember, these don’t have to be bread and juice or wine. You may also want to have a candle nearby to light.

April 24, 2022 - Earth Sunday
Greeting
Land Acknowledgement and Call to Worship
Hymn - “Wind Upon the Waters”

Prayer
Children’s Moment
Scripture - Psalm 148 (excerpts printed)
Praise Yahweh from the heavens; praise God in the heights!
Praise God, all you angels; praise God, all you hosts!
Praise God, sun and moon; praise God, all you shining stars!
Praise God, you highest heavens; and you waters above the heavens!
Sermon - “Called to Care”
What are the commitments we are called to have toward creation? How can we fulfill our role as stewards?
Offering
We appreciate all who are continuing their financial commitment to FCC using the USPS or the “Donate” button.
We also encourage you to consider other ways you can be an offering to the community and our world.
April’s mission focus is on Table to Table, a food rescue organization. Thank you for the egg donations on 4/17.
Communion Hymn - “God of the Water and God of the Land”
Communion
As you take communion, use this moment to commit your body again to God’s work and to invite God’s loving spirit
to flow through you.
Communion Music
Communion Prayer
Hymn - “Many and Great, O God, Are Your Works”
Benediction

Thank You!
Thank you to those who joined our staff in leading worship on Sunday, April 17: Gene Hansen (8am) and JensenFitzpatrick family (10am) (Greeters), Maggie Keyser (8am) and Rob & Julie King (10am) (Ushers), Violet White-Haar
(8am) and Spencer King (10am) (Acolyte), Tim Fees (8 and 10am), Al Zimmerman (10am) and Carol Mertens (10am)
(musicians), Melody White-Haar (8am) and Marian Hart (10am) (Scripture Reader), Melea White (8am) and Julie
Fitzpatrick (10am) (Elder), Jim Michel and Cameron Michel (8am) and David Klein and Pam Ries (10am) (A/V).

April 2022
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

8

9

15

16

3

4

5

6

7

Worship 10 AM
Lent Small Group.
Baptism class,
Handbells 11 AM
Chi Rho/CYF @ 4
Lent Small Group @
Zoom 5:30 PM
Troop 270 5:30 PM

Covid Response
Team @ Zoom
12 noon
Summer MPT @
Zoom 1:30 PM
Elders 5:30 PM
Capital Campaign
Team @ Zoom 7 PM

Lent Small Group @
Zoom 6:30 PM

Bible Study @ Zoom
12 Noon
Small Group @ Jill’s
House 7 PM
JYF@ Church 6:30

FCC Connect @
Zoom 6 PM
Kara’s PST @ Zoom
6:30 PM

10

11

12

13

14

Worship 10 AM
Lent Small Group.
Baptism class,
Handbells 11 AM
Chi Rho/CYF @ 4
Lent Small Group @
Zoom 5:30 PM
Troop 270 5:30 PM
Troop 2000 7 PM

Summer MPT @
Zoom 11:30 AM
Finance Team
(hybrid) @ 6:30 PM

Lent Small Group @
Zoom 6:30 PM

Bible Study @ Zoom
12 Noon
Small Group @ Jill’s
House 7 PM

Holy Week Worship
7 PM

18

19

20

21

22

23

CRC @ Zoom
10 AM
Bible Study @ Zoom
12 Noon
JYF @ Zoom
6:30 PM
Small Group @ Jill’s
House 7 PM

Clergy Cluster
12 noon
Ladies’ Night Out
5:30 PM
FCC Connect @
Zoom 6PM
Arrow Chapter 7 PM

Earth Day

FCC @ Free Lunch
10:30 AM

29

30

17

Sunrise @ Zoom 6:15 Hannah Circle 1 PM
Worship 8 & 10 AM
Capital Campaign
Children’s Activities Team 7 PM
between services

24

25

26

27

28

Worship 10 AM
Baptism Class &
Handbells 11 AM
Troop 270 5:30 PM
Troop 2000 7 PM

Summer MPT @
Zoom 11:30 AM

Board meeting—
hybrid 6 PM

Bible Study @ Zoom
12 Noon
Jill’s PST 5:30 PM

Women Clergy @
Zoom 10 AM
FCC Connect @
Zoom 6 PM
Book Club @
Zoom 7 PM
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