THIS WEEK AT FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
For the week of April 17, 2019

A Note From Your Pastor
Dear Friends,
It is Holy Week.
But what does that mean? Is it just about remembering the stories of Jesus’ life? Is it just about hearing again these
stories and feeling for Jesus, considering his pain and agony? Is it just about getting through these terrible things so
that we can get to Easter where we can claim that Jesus did all this for us and celebrate that we are saved?
I firmly believe that Jesus was not born to die. Rather, he was born to be followed, to help people see and know
God more clearly.
If we embrace this idea, then Holy Week, as we’ve come to call it, wasn’t a series of necessary events. Rather it
was what happened when people chose a different way. It was what happened when people abandoned Jesus’ way
of love and instead embraced fear. It was what happened when people prioritized keeping their power rather than
inviting others to the decision making table. It was what happened when people hoarded all they had rather than
sharing.
What if Holy Week wasn’t God’s plan but the result of people straying from God’s plan?
And what does that mean for us?
We must ask this question, too. Because when we keep hearing these stories, this isn’t just an act of remembrance,
but an act of discernment. If committed people of faith were too focused on their power and structures, their
expectations and fears, to see a new way and to follow Jesus’ way of love, then it is likely that the same can happen
to us.
So, as we remember these events of Holy Week, let us not forget to ask where God is calling us today. Let us not
forget to ask what we need to lay aside...who we need to invite...what we need to share...when we need to choose
love instead of fear.
Holy Week is hard work. I hope we’ll do it together. Please see the schedule below for opportunities to do so.
I hope to see you Thursday, Friday, and Sunday as we worship together,

Jill
Holy Week and Easter
Thurs, April 18 at 7pm: Holy Week Worship with soup Supper served at 6 pm.
Fri, April 19, 11am-1pm & 5-7pm: Sanctuary open for self-guided walk through Holy Week
Sun, April 21 at 6:17am: Sunrise Worship service
Sun, April 21 at 8:30am: Easter Breakfast
Sun, April 21 at 9am: Children’s Easter Egg Hunt
Sun, April 21 at 10am: Easter Morning Worship
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UPCOMING EVENTS
Wednesday Bible Study meets at
12:30pm each week.
April 17 - John 20:19-31
April 24 - John 21:1-19

Children, Youth, and Families
Wednesday, April 17, 6:00pm: Final rehearsal for kids
Easter Music
Sunday, April 21: Easter Egg Hunt (children 6th grade
& below)
April 26-28: Youth retreat in Newton (Grades 3-12)
Sunday, April 28: Camp Fundraiser, Youth serve
walking tacos following worship.
Questions? Contact Kara icdisciple.kids@gmail.com

Ladies Night Out…
Is Thursday, April 18 at 5:30pm at
Longhorn Steakhouse. All ladies
are invited.

Do you have an hour on
Wednesday night? We need
your help to stuff hundreds of
plastic eggs with candy and
toys to be used in our annual
Children’s Easter Egg hunt
this Sunday. Stop by the church between 6:007:00PM on Wednesday, April 17 to lend a hand.

Let’s Fill the Bin
April is half over - let’s see how
much canned fruit we can bring
these last two Sundays. Let’s
make the Coralville Food Pantry bin overflow!

The FCC Book Club will be
reading The Garden of Small
Beginnings by Abbi Waxman this
month. We will discuss and
share thoughts at Nancy
McKinstry's, at 7 p.m. on
Thursday, April 25.

EASTER OFFERING
The Easter Offering is one of the ways
we support the ministries of our
denomination, the Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ). By participating
in this offering we recognize that the
work of the denomination is all of ours together and
that we benefit from the resources and ministries that
are planned at our general offices. The support you
give to the Easter Offering will go to help develop
youth and women’s ministries, to support the work of
Disciples Volunteering who helps volunteers connect
with places to work during disaster recovery, to
support the work of Disciples missionaries around the
world, and more. Envelopes will again be available on
Easter Sunday - please give generously.

Adult Forum on Affordable
Housing with Gabe Martin
Join Gabe Martin on Sunday, April 28 at 9am (during
the Sunday School hour) to learn more about
Habitat for Humanity and how you can get engaged
with their work. Gabe will discuss Habitat in general
as well as introducing the Interfaith Build that is
now underway. Gabe will answer questions about
how Habitat impacts our community and his
visit will kick off our connection with the Interfaith
Build.
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April 14 was a special day where we as a congregation entrust (and empower!) our
youth to plan, prepare and lead worship for us. Our youth spent many hours over
the last 6 weeks meeting with youth leaders, planning the service, researching their
characters, writing prayers, practicing music, and rehearsing their roles. As one of
their youth leaders, I am beyond impressed with the creativity and finesse each of
our kids put into this special Sunday worship. It came to my attention afterwards
that because we didn’t specify, many did not realize that each of the kids who spoke
during the message wrote their own parts. Each prayer offered, was penned by the
youth who spoke it. You also may have not seen that the entire service was
accompanied by one of our high-school youth and the AV run by a middle-school
student. Our call to worship and benediction were by 2 of our younger kids, and
several of the kids took part in special music as well as leading the service music. I
am proud of these kids, their ability to reach deep inside and also out into the world. They led a thoughtful and meaningful Palm Sunday
worship to start us down the road of Holy Week. A special thank you to all the youth who were able to take part, as well as all the adults
who supported them throughout this process!

FCC Youth lead worship on April 14. Using the backdrop of the Palm Sunday Parade and continuing our story-telling of the
“Voices in Jesus’ Story” each youth chose a character who knew Jesus and wrote a monologue for that person.
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The NAMI Walk is Coming!
It’s almost time for the 2019 NAMI (National Alliance on Mental
Illness) Walk which supports the work of NAMI as they provide
support, education and advocacy for those living with or who
have relatives living with mental illness. The walk is Saturday,
April 27 at 10am, so there is still time to join or support the First Christian Church NAMI Walk Team. To join the
team or make an online donation, visit this website.

Presentation By Israeli Journalist Amira Hass
Iowans for Palestine, Concerned Iowans for Middle East Peace, Veterans for Peace, and PEACE Iowa are proud
to present Israeli journalist Amira Hass on Monday, May 6 at 7pm at the Iowa City Public Library Meeting Room
A. Ms. Hass brings fresh and much needed insight to the past, present, and future of Palestinian-Israeli
relations. She draws on 30 years’ experience as an Israeli journalist and analyst who has sought and achieved
unparalleled immersion in Palestinian communities in the West Bank and Gaza.
Born in Jerusalem in 1956, Hass joined the Israeli daily newspaper Haaretz in 1989 and has been its
correspondent for the Occupied Palestinian Territories since 1993. She has lived in the West Bank city of
Ramallah since 1997.

Sunday, April 21, 2019 (Easter Sunday)
Scripture: Luke 24:1-12
Sermon: On bodily Resurrection
Pastor Jill will be out of town April 24-25. Please contact Kara Seaton should pastoral care needs arise.
Kara Seaton, phone: 319-530-3255 - e-mail: icdisciple.kids@gmail.com
Why we need Easter

FOLLOWING GOD’S LEAD

No one is exempt from tragedy or disappointment-even God
was not exempt. Jesus offered no immunity, no way out of
the unfairness, but rather a way through it to the other side.
Just as Good Friday demolished the instinctive belief that this
life is supposed to be fair, Easter Sunday followed with its
startling clue to the riddle of the universe. Out of the darkness, a bright light shone. …
The cross of Christ may have overcome evil, but it did not
overcome unfairness. For that, Easter is required, a bright
clue that someday God will restore all physical reality to its
proper place.

Jazz musician Thomas Dorsey traveled an unlikely road to
become the “father of black gospel music.” At age 11, he
dropped out of school to be a vaudeville performer and blues
pianist. While Dorsey recovered from a nervous breakdown at
age 21, his mother urged him to serve the Lord with his talents.
It took several years, but the musician committed to composing
spiritual songs-rejected by many mainstream churches as “the
devil’s music.”
In 1932, after Dorsey’s wife and infant son died during
childbirth, he channeled his grief into the piano, writing
“Precious Lord, Take My Hand.” Known to be a favorite song of
Martin Luther King Jr., it ends with these lyrics: “Through the
storm, through the night, lead me on to the light. Take my
hand, precious Lord, lead me home.”

—Philip Yancey, Disappointment With God
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How Can You Work for Affordable Housing in Johnson County?
Advocating for Forest View

Do You Have Furniture to Share?

On Tuesday, April 23 the Iowa City, City Council is
scheduled to take a vote on rezoning for the Forest
View development which will be a combination of
commercial and residential The new homes that are
being proposed as single-family permanent homes
that help to keep an existing neighborhood together.
These will include a mix of homes, many with smaller
lots but more common green space. The development will be managed condominium-style and will
help to provide affordable housing for many in need.
If you would like to support this effort, you can
communicate with the City Council members whose
email addresses can be found here.

Habitat for Humanity Restore will pick up furniture
that is in good condition. Proceeds support
Habitat’s mission. Contact them at 319-338-5687
or visit www.iowacityrestore.com.
Houses into Homes will also pick up furniture that
is in good condition and share it with those coming
our of homelessness or domestic violence.
Contact them at 319-435-1075 or visit them at
www.housesintohomes.wordpress.com/donate.

Johnson Co. Affordable Housing Coalition
Johnson County Affordable Housing Coalition will be
having their monthly presentation on Friday, April 26
at 11am. It will be a panel discussion regarding trailer
parks where you can learn more about laws and
ordinances that impact this form of housing. Want
more information? Contact John McKinstry,
adisciple0040@gmail.com.

HABITAT FOR HUMANITY has two builds starting.


The Interfaith Build begins tomorrow and volunteers
can work Thursdays—Saturdays.



The Women Build begins April 25 and volunteers will
be needed Thursdays—Saturdays. Visit the Habitat
website for more information

www.iowvalleyhabitat.org You may also contact Leda
Rouse who is the Volunteer Coordinator,
(work) 319-337-8949, or at leda@iowavalleyhabitat.org

Shelter House Has Fund Raising
Events Coming Up…
SWING FORE SHELTER HOUSE is a golf event supporting Shelter House in Iowa City. The event is organized by the Bean Learning Community at the
University of Iowa Carver College of Medicine. The
event will take place on Saturday, April 27, 2019 at
Pleasant Valley golf course. We will be playing in a 4
-person scramble format.
Golfers of all skill levels are encouraged to sign up
and play! The entry fee includes 18 holes of golf, a
golf cart, continental breakfast, and full lunch!
BRAKE THE CYCLE riders combine their support to
end homelessness with the joy of cycling. Be a catalyst for change and join us for a 15-mile fun ride
benefiting Shelter House on Saturday, June 22, 2019
at Terry Trueblood Recreation Area. The route includes optional stops at your favorite watering holes
to relax and grab a drink. Register as a cyclist or
supporter and break the cycle of homelessness one
pedal stroke at a time!

April 2019
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

5

6

Mission & Witness
11 AM

Bible Study 12:30
Chess Club 3 PM
Kids’ Easter Music
6-7 PM

Executive Committee
5 PM
Spiritual Life Group
7 PM @ Michel

Spiritual Life Group
1 PM @ church
Gifts for Parents
Planning mtg at St.
Mark’s UMC 6 PM

Winter Clothing
Sorting 6 PM

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

Sunday School 9 AM
Worship 10 AM
Congregational Mtg
11:15 AM
Baptism Class 11:30 A
CROP Walk 1:30 PM
Spiritual Life Group
3:30 PM @ Feaver
Scouts: 6 & 7 PM

Spiritual Life Group
7 PM @ Michel

Staff Meeting 10 AM
Spiritual Life Group
1 PM @ church

Bible Study 12:30
Chess Club 3 PM
Kids’ Easter Music
6-7 PM
Strings & Singers
7 PM

Clergy Cluster @ 12
PM in Davenport
Arrow Chapter Mtg.
7 PM

Youth Group
6-9:30 PM

Church Workday
10 AM—5 PM

15

16

17

18

19

20

Hannah Circle 1 PM
S & F Mtg. 4 PM
Spiritual Life Group
7 PM @ Michel

Spiritual Life Group
1 PM @ church

CRC @ 10 AM
@ UU Society
Bible Study 12:30
Chess Club 3 PM
Kids’ Easter Music
6-7 PM
Disciples Ringers
7PM

Maundy Thursday
Ladies Night Out:
Longhorn Stk. House
@ 5:30 PM
Soup Supper 6 PM
Worship Service
7 PM

22

23

24

25

Mission & Witness
10:30 AM
Laura’s Supervised
Ministry Committee
6:30 PM

Ministry Visioning
Team 9 AM
Staff Meeting 11 AM

Bible Study 12:30
Chess Club 3 PM
Strings & Singers
7 PM

Women Clergy
10 AM
FCC Book Club at Pat
Arnold’s 7 PM

14

Youth Sunday

Sunday School 9 AM
Worship 10 AM
Baptism Parent Mtg.
11:30 AM
Spiritual Life Group
3:30 PM @ Feaver

Scouts: 3, 6, & 7 PM

21

EASTER

Sunrise Service
6:17 AM
Breakfast 8:30 AM
Egg Hunt 9 AM
Worship 10 AM
Scouts: 3, 6, & 7 PM

Jill out of town

28

29

30

Sunday School 9 AM
Worship 10 AM

O & A Team 6 PM

Ministry Visioning
Team 10 AM

Youth Camp Taco
Fundraiser 11:15
Scouts: 3, 6, & 7 PM

Good Friday Office Closed
Self Guided Prayer
11 AM—1 PM,
5—7 PM

26

27
NAMI Walk @ Terry
Trueblood 10 AM

Grades 3—12 Youth in Newton
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(DISCIPLES OF CHRIST)
900 LINCOLNSHIRE PLACE
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Sunday Services:
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11 AM Coffee/Fellowship
Church Office Hours:
Monday thru Friday 9AM to 1PM
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Staff:
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icdisciple.pastor@gmail.com
Office Administrator: Peggy Bothell
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Music Director: Laura Kittrell
icdisciple.music@gmail.com
Director of Christian Formation: Kara Seaton
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Janitorial: Michael Hull
m.hull84@yahoo.com

