THIS WEEK AT FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
For the week of APRIL 15, 2020
A Note from Your Pastor
Dear ones,
While Sunday was different than the Easters we are used to, I hope you found something meaningful in worship and
felt a connection with others. Whether it was singing “together” from our own homes and hearing the kids sing
together from their homes or watching little Alana show us how to wash her hands and cough in her elbow, whether
it was hearing the scripture from a new perspective or being reminded that our experience this year of observing
Easter at home may well be the closest we get to truly understanding the first Easter...whatever it was that was your
point of connection, we are glad that you worshipped with us. And, if you haven’t yet engaged in the worship
service, it remains available on our YouTube channel.
So, one of the realities of the Easter story is that the disciples, beginning with the women, were sent out. Yes, on
that first Easter Sunday they were locked behind closed doors. Even into the next week, they were largely huddled
up together, hiding out for their safety. But, from the women who were sent to tell the others that Jesus was alive,
to the people along the road to Emmaus who returned to Jerusalem to share the news of resurrection with other
followers, to the disciples who came to understand that after his ascension, the continued work of Jesus was on their
shoulders...over the course of the days and weeks after Easter, the disciples realized that resurrection wasn’t just
about Jesus, but it was about the work to which they were called in this world as well.
The same is true for us. Even now while we are mostly staying at home, while we are remaining behind closed
doors for our own safety and that of others, we can still be those who carry the good news of God’s love into the
world. And, when it is safe to go out, we will begin again to do that in other ways.
So, how can you do that? How are you doing that?
I suspect right now much of the sharing of God’s love that we are doing is in the form of phone calls and written
notes, encouraging emails and Facebook strings. Let us not minimize that some of that work also happens as we
wash our hands, wear face masks, and simply stay home. It may also be happening as you decorate your sidewalks
and driveways with chalk art and fill your windows with cut out hearts. For some, who are healthy and safe to do
so, this is also happening by volunteering with food pantries and meal programs. For some this is happening as
checks are written or donate buttons clicked to share funds to support important helping programs in our community
and world. And for some this is happening as they go to work in our hospitals, grocery stores, banks, and more.
But what about when we begin to return to our “usual” routines? How will we share God’s love then? Have you
been giving that some consideration? Perhaps this is about the way we carry ourselves in the world - perhaps
choosing a slower pace and noticing strangers with an intention that hasn’t been part of our past. Perhaps this is
about how we order our days - perhaps building in time for rest and sabbath, or minimizing activity in a way that
lowers our carbon footprint. Perhaps this is about the way we share - giving more because we have realized that we
can live quite well with less.
I know we are still a ways away from being back to “usual” but there is no time like the present to be thinking about
how we will live differently and what good habits this unwanted journey of COVID-19 might invite us into.
One more thing - have I told you lately how much I miss seeing your faces, hearing your voices together, watching
the loving interactions between folk from FCC, giving you a hug? I do!
Be well, Jill

All meetings and gathering that are taking place are using the Zoom online platform.
For more information about how to engage, contact the group leader or church office.
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UPCOMING EVENTS

Join Bible Study on Wednesdays at 12:30 pm using
the online platform ZOOM. If you have questions,
please contact Pastor Jill. If you would
like to join, use this link. Upcoming
scriptures:
April 15 - Luke 24:13-35
April 22 - Luke 24: 36-43

One of the important ministries of our Upper Midwest
Christian Church region is their camping ministry for
youth. Each summer, our congregation sends about
25 of our kids for a week at the Christian Conference
Center. In the past, our youth have hosted a walking
taco fundraiser in April to raise money to help pay for
camp, however limits on groups of people gathering
right now mean this is not possible. Yet, we still have
kids planning to go to camp this summer and we need
your help to send them! Therefore we are asking for
your financial support at this time. Checks can be
mailed to the church or you can send money via our
online PayPal option; please be sure to mark all
donations as “Summer Camp” so we can make sure it
is credited to that program. Thank you in advance for
your support!

In addition to the agencies mentioned in the email
last Thursday, the North Liberty Food Pantry (located
at 89 N. Jones Blvd/First United Methodist Church in
North Liberty) is needing volunteers and is still
receiving donations. Donations of food, toiletries and
PPE can be dropped off Monday—Thursday from 12 3pm. Volunteers are needed to help take orders and
fill bags of food as well as to restock. The volunteer
sign up is here. Please make sure to read
requirements for volunteers carefully as these are in
place to keep everyone safe.
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JYF (3rd, 4th & 5th graders) is meeting Thusday,
April 16 @ 5:00pm on Zoom. Check your email for
the link!



Sunday School (for age 4 - 5th grade) begins
Sunday, April 19 @ 9:30am on Zoom. Check your
email for the link!



Chi Rho/CYF Community Group will meet on
Monday evenings (thru April) from
7-8pm using the online video platform Zoom.



Vacation Bible School is still planned for Sunday,
June 7—Thursday, June 11. To register kids click
here and to volunteer click here.

College Scholarships Available At FCC
It's time to apply for higher education scholarships
awarded by First Christian Church for the 2020 fall
semester. Scholarships are available from two funds
within the church and are made available through the
generosity of persons who came before you. Deadline
for applications is Monday, May 4, 2020. Click on the
following links to learn the requirements
and locate application forms: Helen Gay
Scholarship & Sunier Scholarship or you
can request paper copies be mailed to
you from the church office.

We continue to look forward to and plan for an
amazing summer camp experience at the Christian
Conference Center in Newton this year. All are asked
to register by May 1. Registration is online, so be sure
to sign up now! There are options for kids who have
completed 2nd-12th grades, as well as family camp
and more! FCC covers 50% of the cost for our
participating kids, youth and families. Contact Kara
Seaton icdisciple.kids@gmail.com if
you need more info or to coordinate
with others on camp weeks.
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PRAYERS & PRAISES - APRIL 8, 2020


We pray for Trudy Conklin and her family upon the death of her father who died on Thursday.



We pray for Kristen Goldner and her family upon the death of her grandfather who died on Easter.



We pray for Rhonda Rossman and her mom, Hilda, who has gone on hospice care.



We pray for a smooth transition for Diane Hertel who has moved to a new home. Please update your
directory with her new address: 980 Applewood Ct., Unit #1 Coralville, IA 52241.


We pray for those in our congregation and community who have experience lay offs and job loss due to
the current economic situation.


We continue to pray for our members and friends who are in a nursing home, homebound, have medical
and physical needs and problems.
Please always let Pastor Jill know about surgeries, hospitalizations, or other pastoral care needs.

Some ideas that I hope will be helpful as
you look for ways to keep yourself (and
others) happy and healthy during this
time. Try one each day!
:-) Kara, Children, Youth & Family Minister
1. If you haven’t already, put a heart (or multiple) on your window or door to show your support of those in the
healthcare field who are managing the medical side of COVID-19.
2. Do something outdoors to prepare for spring; pull weeds, ready the garden for planting or plant some flowers.
3. Get your puzzle on! Try one with 500-1000 pieces that everyone can work on during the week.
4. Dive into an audiobook. Either one you listen to on your own, or one you engage with your household.
5. Paint. It doesn’t need to be Picasso, use what you have and paint on whatever medium you have (paper,
canvas, windows, sidewalk!).
6. Declutter and organize one area in your home (your desk, toys in the playroom, clothing, tools, etc).
7. Do some research on global pollution—and how the quarantines relating to COVID-19 are effecting that.
8. Share your thoughts (and feelings) on this time of being quarantined. For many it is full of both challenges and
gifts, and it’s okay to talk about both!

COVID-19 Volunteer Opportunities in Our Community
If you are healthy and it is safe for you to volunteer, check out this list that is being kept up by United Way. The
list contains information about everything from donating blood to helping with critical furniture delivery, from
volunteering at food pantries to providing childcare for UI health care workers.
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Worship Guide for Sunday Worship
Each week we post an electronic worship service on YouTube. The new service will be available beginning at
10am on Sunday. The worship guide below will function as a bulletin for those watching the worship service
and can also be used independently by those who cannot or choose not to access YouTube.
In preparation for participating in worship, you are invited to gather some sort of food and drink to take at
communion time. Remember, these don’t have to be bread and juice or wine. If you desire, you may also
want to have a candle nearby to light as we light the candle at the beginning of worship.

April 19, 2020
Greeting
Congregational Singing - “Thine Is the Glory” (#218, vs. 2 & 3)
Prayer
Take a moment to center yourself. Pay attention to the ways and places God shows up in your life.
Pray for your church community, for those you miss seeing during this time when we are separated. Pray for
all those who are experiencing the death of loved ones during this time, both COVID related and not. Pray for
those who are experiencing economic hardship. Pray for the earth and the ways that we can live in harmony.
Scripture - John 20:19-29
When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house where the disciples
had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.”
After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the
Lord. Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.” When he had
said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they
are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.” But Thomas (who was called the Twin),
one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus came. So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the
Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my fingers in the mark of
the nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe.” A week later his disciples were again in the house, and
Thomas was with them. Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace
be with you.” Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put
it in my side. Do not doubt but believe.” Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” Jesus said to him,
“Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to
believe.”
Children’s Moment
Sermon - Jesus Comes to Us
Consider the following questions: Where have you been surprised by God’s presence? How do you experience
Jesus in your life? Where have you encountered the divine during this COVID quarantine time?
Offering
During this time we appreciate all who are continuing their financial commitment to FCC using the USPS or the
“Donate” button on the website. We also encourage you to consider other ways you can be an offering
beyond our congregation, to the community and our world. Find an act of kindness to share today.
Communion
At the table is one of the places where we meet Jesus and the place from which we are sent out to be his
presence in this world. As you take the elements of communion you have in your home, use this moment to
commit your body again to God’s work and to invite God’s loving spirit to flow through you.
Congregational Singing - “Christ Is Risen! Shout Hosanna!” (#222, vs. 2)
Benediction

APRIL
Sun
1-Kalea Seaton
6-Dale Clingan
9-Marilyn Gilmore
10-Bruce Fischer
13-Tara Clark
17-Al Zimmerman
18-Hazel
Schluckebier

Mon

Tue

19-Jill Meadows
20-Kent Clark
21-Becky Hall
21-Bob DeWitt
22-Leila Coobs
22-Patricia Arnold
22-Malinda
Thomas

22-Marcus Seaton
23-Jacob Hall
23-Vincent Risden
25-Edith Andrews
26-Dakota Mohr
30-Ric Gerard

5

6

7

Online Worship @
YouTube 10 AM

FCC Connect @
Zoom 10 AM
Youth Community
Group @ Zoom
7 PM

Spiritual Life Group
Youth & Adult @
Zoom 4 PM

12
EASTER
Online Worship @
YouTube 10 AM

19
Children’s Sunday
School @ Zoom
9:30 AM
Online Worship @
YouTube 10 AM

26
Children’s Sunday
School @ Zoom
9:30 AM
Online Worship @
YouTube 10 AM

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

3

4

10

11

1

2

Bible Study @ Zoom
12:30 PM

MPT (2020
Summer) @ Zoom
10 AM
FCC Connect @
Zoom 6 PM

8

9

Staff Mtg 10 AM
Bible Study @ Zoom
Spiritual Life Group
12:30 PM
@ Zoom 12:30 PM

2020

FCC Connect @
Zoom 6 PM
Maundy Thursday
service @ YouTube
7 pm
24 HOUR PRAYER VIGIL
8pm-8pm from home

13

14

Bible Study @ Zoom
12:30 PM

FCC Connect @
Zoom 10 AM
Finance Team @
Zoom 6 PM
Youth Community
Group @ Zoom
7 PM

20

16

22

23

Staff Meeting 10
AM

Bible Study @ Zoom
12:30 PM

FCC Connect @
Zoom 6 PM

BOARD
MEETING
@ Zoom 7 PM

27

28

17

18

24

25

JYF (3rd, 4th, 5th
graders) @ Zoom
5 PM
FCC Connect @
Zoom 6 PM

21

FCC Connect @
Zoom 10 AM
Youth Community
Group @ Zoom
7 PM

FCC Connect @
Zoom 10 AM
Youth Community
Group @ Zoom
7 PM

15

29

30

Bible Study @ Zoom
12:30 PM

FCC Connect @
Zoom 6 PM
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(DISCIPLES OF CHRIST)
900 LINCOLNSHIRE PLACE
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Sunday Services:
10 AM Church Service
11 AM Coffee/Fellowship
Church Office Hours:
Monday thru Thursday 9AM to 12PM
Phone #: 319-337-4181
Staff:

Pastor: Jill Cameron Michel
(home) 319-665-2276 (cell) 417-439-7391
icdisciple.pastor@gmail.com
Office Administrator: Peggy Bothell
icdisciple.sec@gmail.com
Minister of Music & Worship: Laura Kittrell
icdisciple.music@gmail.com
Minister of Children, Youth & Families: Kara Seaton

icdisciple.kids@gmail.com
Janitorial: Michael Hull
m.hull84@yahoo.com

