THIS WEEK AT FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
For the week of APRIL 8, 2020
A Note from Your Pastor
Dear ones,
We are in the midst of Holy Week. I hope you are finding your Holy Week at Home bags meaningful. I
also hope that you will make a point to join us for worship tomorrow evening—on Maundy Thursday—on
YouTube at 7pm. This worship service will be much like what we would have experienced could we be in
person together and will include congregational singing, so get your voice box ready.
And then it will soon be time to celebrate Easter. Our celebration this coming Sunday will be different
than we are used to, but the reality is that regardless of where we are and what is going on, resurrection
is God’s act and still happens.
So, we hope you will join us for worship on Sunday at 10am on YouTube. And this week, I’m going to
make a special request that you really make a point to be watching at 10am. While we won’t see and
hear each other there is something comforting about knowing we are worshipping together. And we will
do congregational singing—maybe if you listen closely enough (or with your heart instead of your ears)
you will hear the voices of FCC friends! If the 10 o’clock hour doesn’t work for you, Sunday’s service
(and all of the services we have done since this began) will remain available on YouTube.
I also want you to know that the Executive Committee made a decision regarding staff. They have asked
that we only come into the office for work that truly needs to be done in that space and that we minimize
the times when we are in the office together.
What does this mean for you?

1) It means that your church staff will continue to care for you and reach out to you, but more often from
their own homes than from the church.
2) It means that if there is a reason you need to stop by the church, you will want to call first to make
sure someone is present.
3) It means that if you leave a message at church it might take a little longer before you get a response.
4) It means that if you need to talk to myself, Kara, or Laura you should call or email us directly rather
than using the church phone number or general church email.
Be well, Jill

Holy Week Happenings
Holy Week at Home Bags—we hope you are using these throughout the
week and engaging the daily readings and activities.
Holy Week Worship on Maundy Thursday on YouTube—this link will be
live at 7pm.
Prayer Vigil—those who signed up should get a Prayer Guide in the mail. If you haven’t received it by
Thursday, please call Jill and she can email or deliver it to you.
Easter Worship on Sunday on YouTube—while you can watch anytime, we encourage you to join at
10am and watch “together” with the rest of the congregation. This service will include congregational
singing.
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All meetings and gathering that are taking place are using the Zoom online platform.
For more information about how to engage, contact the group leader or church office.

Join Bible Study on Wednesdays at
12:30 pm using the online platform
ZOOM. If you have questions, please
contact Pastor Jill. If you would like to
join, ask for the link. Upcoming scriptures:
April 8 - John 20:19-31
April 15 - Luke 24:13-35



Chi Rho/CYF Community Group: will meet on
Monday evenings (thru April) from
7-8pm using the online video platform Zoom.



Vacation Bible School is still planned for Sunday,
June 7—Thursday, June 11. To register kids click
here and to volunteer click here.

College Scholarships Available At FCC

Each year at Easter we take a special Easter
Offering to support the General Ministries of the
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ). There are so
many ways the denomination supports local
congregations in ministry and that continues in this
time of COVID-19. To give to the Easter Offering,
mail a check to the church or use the PayPal donate
button at icdisciples.org. On both, note that this is
for Easter Offering.

NAMI Walk has gone virtual. Instead of a
group walk on May 2, they have moved to a
virtual walk on May 30. You can still register
and raise money for this important cause and
then walk on your own on or around May 30.
The mental health services NAMI provides
are always important and for some even
more so in these COVID-19 days.

It's time to apply for higher education scholarships
awarded by First Christian Church for the 2020 fall
semester. Scholarships are available from two funds
within the church and are made available through the
generosity of persons who came before you, and who
were firm believers in the benefits of higher
education. Deadline for applications is Monday, May
4, 2020. Click on the following links below to learn the
requirements and locate application forms:
Helen Gay Scholarship & Sunier
Scholarship - or you can request paper
copies be mailed to you from the
church office.

We continue to look forward to and plan for an
amazing summer camp experience at the Christian
Conference Center in Newton this year. All are asked
to register by May 1. Registration is online, so be sure
to sign up now! There are options for kids who have
completed 2nd-12th grades, as well as family camp
and more! FCC covers 50% of the cost for our
participating kids, youth and families. Contact Kara
Seaton icdisciple.kids@gmail.com if you need more
info or to coordinate with others on camp weeks.
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Some ideas that I hope will be helpful as
you look for ways to keep yourself (and
others) happy and healthy during this
time. Try one each day!
:-) Kara, Children, Youth & Family Minister
1. This is the week that leads up to Easter and I encourage those of you who have “Holy Week at Home” bags to
participate in the simple activities and devotions included for each day. Or make up your own to remember this
final week in the season of Lent.
2. Make contact with one person you have not spoken to yet this month. Send an email, text message or give
them a call.
3. Pick some flowers (daffodils are in bloom!) or add a bouquet to your grocery list. Place them in a vase in a spot
you will see them. Remind yourself of the beauty of nature when you see them.
4. Send a note of gratitude to a grocery store, pharmacy or other place of business that you are grateful remains
open in this time.
5. Be intentional about eating fruit and/or vegetables with each meal (to balance out the Easter candy or
chocolate we’ll be indulging in!).
6. Take a day of Sabbath. This is a new situation and experience for everyone, so commit to spending one day in
intentional play and rest.

7. Participate in worship through YouTube this Thursday evening and Sunday morning and take it a step
further...share FCC’s service with someone you know.

Why we need Easter
No one is exempt from tragedy or disappointment —
even God was not exempt. Jesus offered no immunity, no
way out of the unfairness, but rather a way through it to
the other side. Just as Good Friday demolished the
instinctive belief that this life is supposed to be fair,
Easter Sunday followed with its startling clue to the riddle
of the universe. Out of the darkness, a bright light shone.
The cross of Christ may have overcome evil, but it did not
overcome unfairness. For that, Easter is required, a
bright clue that someday God will restore all physical
reality to its proper place.
—Philip Yancey, Disappointment With God

BIBLE QUIZ
Three of the Gospels tell that when Jesus was crucified,
darkness covered the earth from noon until three in the
afternoon. Which Gospel does not mention this event?
A. Matthew
B. Mark
C. Luke
D. John
Answer: See Matthew 27, Mark 15, Luke 23, and John 19.
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Worship Guide for Sunday Worship
During this time when we are unable to worship face-to-face, we will post an electronic worship service on YouTube each
week. The service will be available beginning at 10am on Sunday. The worship guide below will function as a bulletin for
those who are watching the worship service. For those who cannot or choose not to access the electronic worship
service, the worship guide below can be used independently.
In preparation for participating in worship, you are invited to gather some sort of food and drink to take at communion
time. Remember, these don’t have to be bread and juice or wine. If you desire, you may also want to have a candle
nearby to light as we light the candle at the beginning of worship.

April 12, 2020 - EASTER SUNDAY
Greeting
Special Music

Jill Michel
“Easter Alleluias!”

Call to Worship

Children & Youth
Laura Kittrell

Prayer
Laura Kittrell
Take a moment to center yourself. Begin your prayers with gratitude claiming again that God’s love and life
are more powerful than all the death and fear in this world. Celebrate the ways you see and experience
resurrection and new life. Pray for the people and situations that are in need of God’s presence. Pray for your
church community, for those you miss seeing during this time when we are separated. Pray for all those
impacted in noticed and unnoticed ways by the changes COVID-19 has brought to our daily lives.
Congregational Singing

“Alleluia” (sing two verses: Alleluia, Christ is Risen)

Laura Kittrell

Scripture - Matthew 28:1-10
Kara Seaton
After the sabbath, as the first day of the week was dawning, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary went to see
the tomb. And suddenly there was a great earthquake; for an angel of the Lord, descending from heaven,
came and rolled back the stone and sat on it. His appearance was like lightning, and his clothing white as
snow. For fear of him the guards shook and became like dead men. But the angel said to the women, “Do
not be afraid; I know that you are looking for Jesus who was crucified. He is not here; for he has been raised,
as he said. Come, see the place where he lay. Then go quickly and tell his disciples, ‘He has been raised from
the dead, and indeed he is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see him.’ This is my message for you.”
So they left the tomb with fear and great joy, and ran to tell his disciples. Suddenly Jesus met them and said,
“Greetings!” And they came to him, took hold of his feet, and worshiped him. Then Jesus said to them, “Do
not be afraid; go and tell my brothers to go to Galilee; there they will see me.”
Children’s Moment

Kara Seaton

Sermon
Living In Fear and Great Joy
Jill Michel
Consider the following questions: Where have you experienced fear and joy living together? In what ways is
that true in these COVID-19 days? Where do you see signs of resurrection and new life?
Offering
Jill Michel
During this time we appreciate all who are continuing their financial commitment to FCC using the USPS or the
“Donate” button on the website. We also encourage you to consider other ways you can be an offering
beyond our congregation, to the community and our world. Find an act of kindness to share today.
Communion
Jill Michel
While Jesus spoke of his death at the last supper, we participate in this ritual weekly to claim that life is
stronger than death. As you take the elements of communion you have in your home, use this moment to
commit your body again to God’s work and to invite God’s loving spirit to flow through you.
Congregational Singing

“Christ the Lord is Risen Today!”

Laura Kittrell
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