THIS WEEK AT FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
For the week of APRIL 1, 2020
A Note from Your Pastor
Dear ones,
It is April now. And it is time for us to shift our language and acknowledge that we will not gather in
person until further notice. Instead of our original hope that we would see each other for Holy
Week and Easter, we are now aware that, with safety our first priority, that will not be possible.
We will continue to provide worship each week that you can engage through YouTube. We encourage
you to show up each week at your phone, computer, or television—however you connect to YouTube.
The nice thing is you can watch it at any time, but also know that we intentionally make it available at
10am on Sundays so that we can feel like we are in community worshiping together. Also, do note that
since the restriction of no more than 10 people meeting, we have ceased to open the sanctuary on
Sunday mornings for prayer.
We are also continuing to offer two FCC Connect times using Zoom. These are Mondays at 10am and
Thursdays at 6pm. What should you expect if you join a meeting? See familiar faces...check in with
each other and find out how others are doing...share a little conversation together with people you are
missing...have a chance to visit with some FCC folk you don’t already know. The links to these Zoom
meetings have been sent via email. If you need them again, don’t hesitate to ask. I can email them to
you.
This week we have added check-ins from your elders. Each elder has been assigned a “care group”
and they will be sending weekly emails. These emails are a way for us to stay connected and to know if
anyone has any needs. We are hoping that, at minimum, you will send an email back to your elder and
just let them know you are ok. You are welcome and encouraged to engage them more. And, if you
should have needs we can help with, please don’t hesitate to tell them. We have many from the
congregation who are ready to run an errand, pick up groceries, etc.
And finally - because Holy Week will be different without being in person and at church, we are preparing
a special gift for each household. Each household is invited to receive a “Holy Week at Home” bag.
These will contain devotions and activities for you to do at home to observe Holy Week. If it is safe for
you to do so, please plan to drive through the front drive at church on Thursday, April 2, noon-1pm or 56pm. If you would like to have a bag, but can’t come pick it up, call or email me and we will arrange for a
bag to be delivered.
Be well, Jill

24-Hour Holy Week Prayer Vigil
Join with others from First Christian in 24 hours of prayer from 8pm on
Maundy Thursday (April 9) to 8pm on Good Friday (April 10).
Sign up for a time slot (30 minutes during daytime hours; 45 minutes
during overnight hours) by using this link or calling the church office to claim your time.
After you sign up, you will receive a Prayer Guide to use during your prayer time.
On the day of the Prayer Vigil, you will receive a call at the start of your time from the person who has been
praying before you and then you will contact the next person when you finish—this will keep us connected
in an unbroken chain of prayer.
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All meetings and gathering that are taking place are using the Zoom online platform.
For more information about how to engage, contact the group leader or church office.
Join Bible Study on Wednesdays at
12:30 pm using the online platform
ZOOM. If you have questions, please
contact Pastor Jill. If you would like to
join, ask for the link. Upcoming scriptures:
April 1- Matthew 28:1-10
April 8 - John 20:19-31

Holy Week at Home Bags
Holy Week is coming. It begins Sunday,
which is Palm Sunday. The events of Holy
Week, especially the Last Supper and
Crucifixion, are important on the journey to Easter.
We have prepared “Holy Week at Home” bags for
each household. Inside are daily readings & activities
as well as items to help you remember these events.
We will do drive thru pick up. You can pick yours up
by pulling through the front drive at church on
Thursday from noon-1pm and 5-6pm. If you can’t
come pick yours up, a bag can be delivered to your
front step. Please call or email Pastor Jill for delivery.



Chi Rho/CYF Community Group: will meet on
Monday evenings (thru April) from
7-8pm using the online video platform Zoom.



Youth Spiritual Life Group: will meet on Sundays
from 4:00-5:30pm during Lent using Zoom.



Check your email each week for a Lenten
Devotional for your family during this time that
we are not able to meet face-to-face.

Mark your calendars
for Sunday, June 7 -

Thursday, June 11, 2020;
family meal at 5:30pm
followed by programming from 6-8pm. Children who
are 4 years old through 5th grade (completed) at the
time of VBS are invited to take part in the fun, friends,
games, crafts, activities and more...all while
experiencing God's awesome love.

REGISTER KIDS HERE
There are opportunities for older youth and adults to
volunteer. SIGN UP TO VOLUNTEER

Each year at Easter we take a special Easter
Offering to support the General Ministries of the
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ). There are so
many ways the denomination supports local
congregations in ministry and that continues in this
time of COVID-19. To give to the Easter Offering,
mail a check to the church or use the PayPal donate
button at icdisciples.org. On both, note that this is
for Easter Offering.

We continue to look forward to and plan for an
amazing summer camp experience at the Christian
Conference Center in Newton this year. All are asked
to register by May 1. Registration is online, so be sure
to sign up now! There are options for kids who have
completed 2nd-12th grades, as well as family camp
and more! FCC covers 50% of the cost for our
participating kids, youth and families. Contact Kara
Seaton icdisciple.kids@gmail.com if
you need more info or to coordinate
with others on camp weeks.
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Some ideas that I hope will be helpful as
you look for ways to keep yourself (and
others) happy and healthy during this
time. Try one each day!
:-) Kara, Children, Youth & Family Minister
1. Talk to a neighbor; offer to run an errand for them or surprise them with a note or special treat.
2. Go on a walk outside with the goal to use your senses to see just how many things you can see, hear, feel, smell.
3. Use sidewalk chalk to leave a special message for people walking or driving by your home. Or put an
inspirational message in your window for others to see.

4. Game nights! Learn a new card game, play a board game, or play multi-player video games.
“It is a happy talent to know how to play,” Ralph Waldo Emerson
5. Get your heart rate up! A quick paced walk, bike ride, or look up a dance video on YouTube and get your body
moving!
6. Try a new recipe at home...something you usually wouldn’t have time for or have kids choose and
prepare the recipe (with supervision of course!).
7. Commit to pray every day. If there are multiple people in your household, pray together and have each
person offer a suggestion of who or what to include in prayer.

Birthday Bags Reminder
We are still going to collect items for Birthday Bags for Coralville Food Pantry. At this point there is no deadline on
finishing this project. If you have a tag and intend to purchase the item, just get it to us when it is safe to do so. If
you haven’t yet picked up a tag but would like to, use this link or call the church office to claim the item(s) you
want to purchase. If you have questions, let Pastor Jill know. No rush on this - we will get back to it when it is safe.

Bible Quiz
What Pharisee enthusiastically
supported the stoning of
Stephen, a follower of Christ?
A. Pontius Pilate
B. Levi
C. Saul (later called Paul)
D. King Herod
Answer: See Acts 7:59–8:1.

FOLLOWING GOD’S LEAD
Jazz musician Thomas Dorsey traveled an unlikely road to
become the “father of black gospel music.” At age 11, he
dropped out of school to be a vaudeville performer and blues
pianist. While Dorsey recovered from a nervous breakdown at
age 21, his mother urged him to serve the Lord with his
talents. It took several years, but the musician committed to
composing spiritual songs-rejected by many mainstream
churches as “the devil’s music.”
In 1932, after Dorsey’s wife and infant son died during
childbirth, he channeled his grief into the piano, writing
“Precious Lord, Take My Hand.” Known to be a favorite song
of Martin Luther King Jr., it ends with these lyrics: “Through
the storm, through the night, lead me on to the light. Take my
hand, precious Lord, lead me home.”
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Worship Guide for Sunday Worship
During this time when we are unable to worship face-to-face, we will post an electronic worship service on
YouTube each week. The service will be available beginning at 10am on Sunday. The worship guide below will
function as a bulletin for those who are watching the worship service. For those who cannot or choose not to
access the electronic worship service, the worship guide below can be used independently.
In preparation for participating in worship, you are invited to gather some sort of food and drink to take at
communion time. Remember, these don’t have to be bread and juice or wine. The early church used these
elements because they were the common food of their day. If you desire, you may also want to have a candle
nearby to light as we light the candle at the beginning of worship.

April 5, 2020 - THE CUP OF BLESSING
Greeting
Prayer
Take a moment to center yourself.
Pray for the people and situations that are in need of God’s presence. Pray for your church community, for
those you miss seeing during this time when we are separated. Pray for the people in the world whose
suffering is not COVID-19 related: those living in places of war, those living as refugees, those living in the
aftermath of natural disaster. In this season of Lent, spend some time confessing your sin and seeking God’s
forgiveness. Ask God to help guide you toward a more faithful life.
Scripture - Psalm 23
The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want. He makes me lie down in green pastures; he leads me beside still
waters; he restores my soul. He leads me in right paths for his name’s sake. Even though I walk through the
darkest valley, I fear no evil; for you are with me; your rod and your staff—they comfort me. You prepare a
table before me in the presence of my enemies; you anoint my head with oil; my cup overflows. Surely
goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, and I shall dwell in the house of the Lord my whole
life long.
Sermon - The Cup of Blessing
Consider the following questions:
 This is a very familiar psalm—what do you feel when you hear it?
 Where are the blessings in this psalm?
 What difference does the promise of God’s constant presence with us make?
 Today begins Holy Week. Jesus’ week is full of the celebration of Palm Sunday and beautiful moments with
friends, but also ends with arrest and beating and death. Where is God in the midst of this?

Offering
During this time we appreciate all who are continuing their financial commitment to FCC through mail or using
the “Donate” button on the website. We also encourage you to consider other ways you can be an offering to
our congregation, our community and our world. Consider people who might need a word of kindness, people
you might help if you are healthy, ways you can support community organizations that are helping.
Communion
We remember God’s faithful presence at the table. Here we are reminder that no matter how we come or
what we are going through, God is with us. As you take communion at home, use this moment to commit
your body again to God’s work and to invite God’s loving spirit to flow through you.
Sung Blessing

APRIL
Sun
1-Kalea Seaton
6-Dale Clingan
9-Marilyn Gilmore
10-Bruce Fischer
13-Tara Clark
17-Al Zimmerman
18-Hazel
Schluckebier

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

3

4

10

11

1

2

Bible Study @ Zoom
12:30 PM

MPT (2020
Summer) @ Zoom
10 AM
FCC Connect @
Zoom 6 PM

19-Jill Meadows
20-Kent Clark
21-Becky Hall
21-Bob DeWitt
22-Leila Coobs
22-Patricia Arnold
22-Malinda
Thomas

22-Marcus Seaton
23-Jacob Hall
23-Vincent Risden
25-Edith Andrews
26-Dakota Mohr
30-Ric Gerard

5

6

7

8

9

Online Worship @
YouTube 10 AM

FCC Connect @
Zoom 10AM

Staff Mtg 10 AM

Bible Study @ Zoom
12:30 PM

FCC Connect @
Zoom 6 PM
Maundy Thursday
service @ YouTube
7 pm

Spiritual Life Group
Youth & Adult @
Zoom 4 PM

Youth Community
Group @ Zoom
7 PM

Spiritual Life Group
@ Zoom 12:30 PM

24 HOUR PRAYER VIGIL
8pm-8pm from home

12

13

EASTER
Online Worship @
YouTube 10 AM

FCC Connect @
Zoom 10AM

14

15
Bible Study @ Zoom
12:30 PM

Online Worship @
YouTube 10 AM

20
FCC Connect @
Zoom 10 AM

Youth Community
Group @ Zoom
7 PM

26
Online Worship @
YouTube 10 AM

27
FCC Connect @
Zoom 10 AM
Youth Community
Group @ Zoom
7 PM

16

17

18

24

25

JYF @ FCC 6 PM
FCC Connect @
Zoom 6 PM

Youth Community
Group @ Zoom
7 PM

19

2020

21

22

Staff Meeting 10 AM Bible Study @ Zoom
12:30 PM

23
FCC Connect @
Zoom 6 PM

BOARD
MEETING
@ Zoom 7 PM

28

29

30

Bible Study @ Zoom
12:30 PM

FCC Connect @
Zoom 6 PM

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
(DISCIPLES OF CHRIST)
900 LINCOLNSHIRE PLACE
CORALVILLE, IA 52241-3615

Sunday Services:
10 AM Church Service
11 AM Coffee/Fellowship
Church Office Hours:
Monday thru Thursday 9AM to 12PM
Phone #: 319-337-4181
Staff:

Pastor: Jill Cameron Michel
(home) 319-665-2276 (cell) 417-439-7391
icdisciple.pastor@gmail.com
Office Administrator: Peggy Bothell
icdisciple.sec@gmail.com
Minister of Music & Worship: Laura Kittrell
icdisciple.music@gmail.com
Minister of Children, Youth & Families: Kara Seaton

icdisciple.kids@gmail.com
Janitorial: Michael Hull
m.hull84@yahoo.com

Did you notice the Cup of Compassion has
three handles? It is meant to be shared!

