THIS WEEK AT FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
For the Week of March 9, 2022
Friends,

A Note From Your Pastor

A young man in the community ended his life this week; he was 15. I did not know him and won’t even presume
to speak to his situation. I do know young people who are classmates and teammates and friends of his - you do,
too. Some of them are part of our congregation.
As I think about this young man and his death (perhaps a little too close to home as one with two teenagers in
my house), I can’t help but wonder how we might help create a world where suicides are decreasing, even nonexistent. After all, the unfortunate truth is that this is not an isolated incident. Suicide occurs too often - too
often among both young and old, too often among both those who seem to have it all together and those who,
sometimes unknown to us, are falling apart.
And while there is nothing anyone can say that fills the void left in the wake of suicide, there are some things I
hope all of us hear:


You are loved. You are loved not because of what you do, but because of who you are. You are loved not
because you are perfect, but simply because you are. If there were one gift that I could give to every person
on this earth it would be the deep-in-your-bones confidence that they are loved...period...without exception.



Your life matters. You don’t have to be famous or even well-known. But your life matters and the world
without you in it will be less. You will be missed.



Even though I don’t have the experience, I know and believe people who have shared that sometimes there is
simply a deep place that some people don’t know how to find their way out of. I do not believe that people
end their lives with the intention of hurting anyone. I do believe that when a person finds themselves there,
it can be next to impossible to even comprehend the implications.



God never abandons us. The Church has been responsible for some terrible messages about suicide and we
collectively need to repent of those and do better. As I understand and experience God, what I believe to be
true is that God is with us always, even in our deepest struggles. Whether or not we are able to notice or
acknowledge God’s presence, it remains. There is nothing that can separate us from the love of
God...nothing.



We need to create safe places for people to be honest and brave, and to be loved when they voice difficult
realities. We owe this to one another.

And all of these things are true, not just in a conversation about suicide, but simply true in our lives. You are
loved. You matter. God is with you.
With Care, Jill

Remember, Daylight Saving Time begins on Sunday.
Change your clocks to ensure you aren’t late for worship!
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Mark Your Calendars
Join Bible Study using Zoom.
We meet at 12noon each
Wednesday.
Upcoming scriptures:
March 9 - Luke 13:1-9
March 16 - Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32

FCC Connect - Thursdays @ 6pm
Join us for a time of conversation with friends
from FCC. We gather on Zoom each Thursday at
6pm.
You are invited every week or once in a while.

March Mission Focus: Shelter House
The Shelter House has many community fundraisers
and events through the year in addition to the Book
Sale. Some of the other events or campaigns you
might hear about or are familiar with include Beat the
Heat, Moving Day, BBQ Bash, Foodies Fighting
Homelessness, Sleep Out and Out of the Cold.
Here is how money raised can support the mission of
providing shelter and helping people improve the
quality of their lives as they move beyond
homelessness:


$25 will sponsor 1 night of shelter; a bed to sleep
in and food to eat for a single person



$100 will sponsor 1 night of shelter and support
services for a family in need



$250 will sponsor ten days of housing and
employment services for someone trying to
restart their lives

Ladies’ Night Out is Back
Ladies’ Night Out is on Saint
Patrick’s Day, March 17. All are
welcome to gather at Red Ginger
(1301 S Gilbert Street, Iowa City) at 5:30pm.

Hannah Circle
The next Hannah Circle meeting
will be Monday, March 21 at the
church or sign in via Zoom.

JYF, our youth group for 3rd
through 5th graders, will meet next
on Zoom on Wednesday, March 23
at 6:30pm.

FCC Book Club
It is time to start reading: Little Fires
Everywhere by Celeste Ng. This book
will be discussed at our March 24
meeting of the FCC Book Club.

The Shelter House has tremendous impact not only
on individuals but also our entire community.
If you want to help with the Book Sale this month
there are opportunities to volunteer throughout the
month & working the weekend of the Book Sale
(March 26 & 27). Use this link to sign up.

Scholarships Available
First Christian has two post secondary scholarships
available to people connected to the church. The Helen
Gay Scholarship has been renamed the First Christian
Church Scholarship. It is a $500 scholarship toward
college, university or other post secondary training.
The Sunier Scholarship is for college students taking
higher level English classes. More information and
requirements can be found on our church website. The
deadline has been moved up this year and is April 4.

This Week at First Christian Church

March 9, 2022

PRAYERS & PRAISE


We pray for Bev Mead who is recovering following a fall that resulted in broken bones.

 We continue to pray for Vickie Korroch who has been released from the hospital for a short term stay in a
care facility for rehab and continued healing.
 We pray for Stephanie Kissinger, a dear friend of Heather Mohr, who has been diagnosed with an aggressive
form of breast cancer and is going through treatment.


We pray for Linda Flinn’s brother, Tom, who is having tests this week to address back issues.

 We pray for Jan Jensen’s dad who just completed chemotherapy and her sister, Melodi, who is facing health
concerns.
 We pray for relief from pain
for Chloe
Dinkla
(Laura’sto
cousin’s
granddaughter)
This
section
covered
protect
privacy. as she awaits scoliosisrelated surgery next month.
 We pray in celebration and for continued healing for Jon Feaver’s cousin, Larry, who had a successful liver
transplant last week.


We pray for the family and friends of Owen Skelley, a high school student who ended his life last week.

 We pray for those who are recovering from this past weekend’s tornadoes and for those families whose loved
ones died in the storms. We also pray for the victims of the shooting at a Des Moines high school.


We continue to pray for Ukraine.



We continue to pray for those who are in a nursing home, homebound, have emotional and physical needs.
Please always let your pastors know about surgeries, hospitalizations, or other pastoral care needs.

Speaking Effectively on Social Justice Issues at Public Meetings
and with Elected State Officials
Do you ever feel like you want to speak out on social justice issues and impact decision makers, but aren’t sure
what to say or how to say it? You are invited to join the Regional Anti-Racism/Pro-Reconciliation Team on
March 27 at 7pm via Zoom for a conversation about how to speak effectively at public meetings and with
elected officials on social justice issues you care about. Connie Ryan, Executive Director of Interfaith Alliance of
Iowa, will participate in the meeting. To register, click here.

We Need You...
If you are willing to serve in one of these roles on Sunday mornings, please use the links to pick a date to serve.
Click here for Greeter
Click here for Usher
Click here for Scripture Reader
Click here for Acolyte (Kindergarten—6th graders)
Click here for Valet Parking
Questions? Contact Nancy McKinstry (nancy.a.mckinstry@gmail.com)
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Worship Guide for Sunday Worship
The worship guide below serves as a bulletin for those who worship in person or on YouTube.
Each week we post a worship service on YouTube. The new service is available beginning at 10am on Sunday. The
worship guide below can also be used independently by those who remain home and are without internet access.
In preparation for participating in worship, you are invited to gather food and drink to take at communion time.
Remember, these don’t have to be bread and juice or wine. You may also want to have a candle nearby to light.

March 13, 2022 - Second Sunday in Lent
Greeting
Hymn - “The Power of Your Love”
Prayer

Scripture - Luke 13:31-35 (excerpts printed)
At that very hour some Pharisees came and said to him, “Get away from here, for Herod wants to kill you.” He
said to them, “Go and tell that fox for me, ‘Listen, I am casting out demons and performing cures today and
tomorrow, and on the third day I finish my work. Yet today, tomorrow, and the next day I must be on my way,
because it is impossible for a prophet to be killed outside of Jerusalem.’ Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills
the prophets and stones those who are sent to it! How often have I desired to gather your children together as a
hen gathers her brood under her wings, and you were not willing!”
Children’s Moment
Sermon - “Finding Hope in the Weariness”

What makes you grieve in our world? How can you partner with Jesus and others to make the world better?
Offering
We appreciate all who are continuing their financial commitment to FCC using the USPS or the “Donate” button.
We also encourage you to consider other ways you can be an offering to the community and our world.
This month’s mission focus is Shelter House with encouragement to participate in their annual Book Sale.
Communion
As you take communion, use this moment to commit your body again to God’s work and to invite God’s loving spirit
to flow through you.
Communion Music

Communion Prayer
Hymn - “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling”
Benediction

Thank you!
Thank you to those who joined our staff in leading worship on Sunday, March 6: Vern Duba & Jon Feaver
(Greeters), Gene Hansen and Julianna Freeman (Ushers), Maya Seaton (Acolyte), Sally Strah and Jon Feaver
(Scripture Readers), Melea White and Karen Dawson (Elder), Jim Michel and Diane Hertel (A/V).
Thank you to those who are leading Lenten Small Groups: Vern Duba, Sara Riggs, Melea White and Pastor Jill.

Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

5

MPT@ Zoom 5 PM

Bible Study @
Zoom 12 Noon
Ash Wednesday
Worship 6PM

FCC Connect @
Zoom 6 PM

11

12

18

19

6

7

8

9

10

Worship 10 AM
Lent Small Group @
Church 11 AM
Handbells 11 AM
Lent Small Group @
Zoom 5:30 PM
Troop 270 5:30 PM
Troop 2000 7 PM

Executive Committee
@ Zoom 12noon

Realm Tutorial @
Zoom 12noon
Elders @ Zoom
5:30pm
Lent Small Group @
Zoom 6:30 PM

Bible Study @
Zoom 12 Noon
Covid Response
Team @ Zoom 1 PM
Lent Small Group
@ Jill’s House 7 PM

Clergy Cluster
12 noon
FCC Connect @
Zoom 6 PM
Arrow Chapter 7 PM

13

14

15

16

17

Worship 10 AM
Lent Small Group @
Church 11 AM
Handbells 11 AM
Lent Small Group @
Zoom 5:30 PM
Troop 270 5:30 PM
Troop 2000 7 PM

Finance Team
(hybrid) 6:30 PM

Lent Small Group @
Zoom 6:30 PM

CRC @ Zoom
10 AM
Bible Study @
Zoom 12 Noon
Lent Small Group
@ Jill’s House 7 PM

Ladies’ Night Out
5:30 PM
FCC Connect @
Zoom 6PM

20

21

22

23

24

Worship 10 AM
Lent Small Group @
Church 11 AM
Handbells 11 AM
Lent Small Group @
Zoom 5:30 PM
Troop 270 5:30 PM
Troop 2000 7 PM

Hannah Circle
(hybrid) 1 PM

Board meeting
(hybrid) 5:30 PM
Lent Small Group @
Zoom 6:30 PM

Bible Study @
Zoom 12 Noon
JYF @ Zoom
6:30 PM
Lent Small Group
@ Jill’s House 7 PM

Women Clergy @
Zoom 10 AM
FCC Connect @
Zoom 6 PM
Book Club @
Zoom 7 PM

27

28

29

30

31

Spring MPT
@ Zoom 12 noon
Lent Small Group @
Zoom 6:30 PM

Bible Study @
Zoom 12 Noon
Lent Small Group
@ Jill’s House 7 PM

FCC Connect @
Zoom 6 PM

Worship 10 AM
Lent Small Group @
Church 11 AM
Handbells 11 AM
Lent Small Group @
Zoom 5:30 PM
Troop 270 5:30 PM
Troop 2000 7 PM

Jill Out of Town (March 17-20)

25

26
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This piece of artwork is a response to this coming Sunday’s
scripture reading - Luke 13:31-35. It envisions Jesus’ lament
over Jerusalem, the ongoing unjust choices the people continue to make, the desire of Jesus to gather the people and
to care for them, and the heartbreak when they won’t respond. Spend some time with this artwork this week - what
do you see?
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