THIS WEEK AT FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
For the week of March 6, 2019

A Note From Your Pastor
Dear Friends,
First, let me say that I am grateful for each of you who serves in ministries at and through First Christian. Whether
you serve as a reader or prepare communion, whether you assist at the pot luck dinners or serve on our behalf at the
Food Pantry, whether you have been on the board or heading up a ministry team, whether you have taught our kids or
led music or shared in adult studies or engaged ministry in some other way...there are so many different roles that
help things run smoothly and allow us to do ministry together and I appreciate each of you.

A couple weeks ago we adopted our new bylaws. That means we are now in a time of transition. There are both a
number of things about our organization that stay very much the same and a number of things that have changed
substantially. We elected leaders to fit the roles as outlined in our new bylaws and they are getting to work.
Meanwhile, there are a few things I want to share as we make this transition:
 Many of the changes we made were done in order to give more opportunities for people to serve. We tried to
shape our structure so that you could say yes to things you are passionate about and enjoy doing, and so that your
yes could be for a defined amount of time. We hope that you will be intentional about discovering the ways you
love to serve and about committing to being an active part of the ministry at FCC.
 Because we are transitioning, we are going to be working hard to make sure nothing and no one “falls through the
cracks” but we need your help to really see this happen. A good example is that we no longer have the group of
deacons in our traditional fashion and yet they have been the people who have been preparing communion. What
we would ask if that, if able, those who had served in that way continue to do so for the next few months until we
get the new system in place. This is just one example. But we do hope that we’ll all work together to make this a
smooth transition from one type of structure to another.
 There will be things that are done differently. We don’t know all of those yet. It may be in how you sign up to
serve or how you indicate interest in participating in certain ministries; it may be in some of the nuts and bolts of
what we are doing. We will discover this together. From our end we will work to communicate, communicate,
communicate. From your end we encourage you to read and listen carefully and to ask questions when you have
them.
This is an exciting time. We will work and learn together. And meanwhile, in the midst of new leaders and new
structures, the core of who we are remains - we are a community of welcome where there is room for everyone.
I hope to see you Sunday,

Jill

Today is Ash Wednesday. Join us for self-guided prayer and ashes (12 - 1pm; 5 - 6:30pm)
or a worship service at 6:30pm.

Spiritual Life Groups
Last call! Sign up now to participate in a Spiritual Life Group during Lent. Together we will explore how our
Myers Briggs personality type impacts our spirituality and prayer style. We will also share the stories of our faith.
Please register today using this link or call FCC’s office. The following groups still have room for more to join:
Mondays from 7 - 8:30pm beginning March 11 with Jill Michel leading at her home in North Liberty
Tuesdays from 1 - 2:30pm beginning March 12 with Nancy Richard and Jill Michel leading at church
Sundays from 11:30am - 1pm beginning March 17 with Melea White leading at church.
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UPCOMING EVENTS
Wednesday Bible Study meets at
12:30pm each week.
March 6 - Luke 23:50-56
March 13 - Luke 22:47-48, 54a

Children, Youth, and Families
Saturday, March 9, 5-8pm: Youth group prep for Youth
Sunday

Thursday, March 14, 6-8pm: Youth group prep for Youth

LENTEN FAITH FORMATION
Join Pastor Jill beginning March 10 for a Lenten
study titled “Jesus & Possessions” as together we
ponder our attachment to possessions; grapple with
the question, “How much is enough?”; and explore
the risks and consequences of being too attached to
possessions. We will also reflect on the act of giving
and discover how it can make a positive impact in
our lives.

LADIES’ NIGHT OUT
Ladies, come join together for an evening of
enjoyable conversation, laughter, great
smells, and no clean up on March 21.
Meeting at Pagliai’s Pizza, Iowa City, at
5:30pm.

MARCH 18 WORK TRIP CANCELLED
Unfortunately the FCC work trip to Marshalltown
(scheduled to begin March 18) has been
cancelled. Due to a number of factors, the
recovery organizations in Marshalltown are not
yet ready to receive volunteers. Habitat for
Humanity, who will be heading up the building
efforts in Marshalltown, will be looking for
volunteers beginning in April and we encourage
people who can to take advantage of those
opportunities. We also have a local Habitat build
that will be starting this spring so we will be
organizing volunteers from FCC to work on
that. So, keep your hard hats at the ready – there
will be opportunities for building yet to come.

Sunday

Wednesdays, March 27, April 3, 10 & 17: Children’s Choir
Practice for Palm Sunday and Easter
Friday, March 29, 6-9pm: Youth group prep for Youth Sunday
Questions? Contact Kara icdisciple.kids@gmail.com

Support our CROP Walk-ers
Many from FCC will be walking in the
CROP Walk on April 7. Others of you
will support them through financial
donations. What difference does the CROP Walk
make? 25% of what we raise stays locally and assists
people in Johnson Co. through the Crisis Center. The
rest gives assistance around the world. $50 can
enable a woman to attend literacy classes and change
her life forever.

The Men of the Church are
Serving Up Easter Breakfast
April 21 is Easter and part of that day’s festivities is our
annual Easter Breakfast. Dale Kepler is heading up the
efforts and is looking for 10 - 12 volunteers to help
everything run smoothly. You can contact Dale at
Dale.Kepler@collins.com or at church to volunteer.
More information coming soon.

MARCH FOOD PANTRY FOCUS:
DIAPERS
Thank you for the donations of Peanut
Butter in February. During March you are
invited to bring Diapers for the Coralville
Food Pantry.
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Don’t forget to change
your clocks before bed
on Saturday!

Which Way to Justice? Dismantling
Racism as a Spiritual Practice
The Beloved Community Initiative is hosting a day
together on Saturday, March 16—part retreat and part
workshop—where participants will work to understand
anti-racist practice as a spiritually formative practice that
can strengthen our multi-racial, multi-religious justice
work in personal and communal ways. We will reflect on
and share the ways our distinct spiritual and religious
traditions nurture our racial-justice commitments, but
also name the ways whiteness challenges our work. The
goal is to further develop our abilities to meet these
challenges and understand more deeply how we can dismantle racism as a spiritual, justice practice.
This workshop-retreat is open to people of all racial,
ethnic and religious identities. Register using this link.

Have a Book to
Share?
Remember, there is a box near
the front entrance for you to
deposit books you have
enjoyed as donations to the Shelter House Book
Sale. The Book Sale will take place March 30-31 at
the
Johnson Co. Fairgrounds. We will be collecting book donation through Sunday, March 24.

CIVIL RIGHTS TOUR DOCUMENTARY
There will be a screening of a new Civil Rights Tour
Documentary along with a panel discussion to
follow on April 5 from 6 – 8pm at the Sycamore Mall
Marcus Theaters. This documentary is on the 10
years of the Fastrac Civil Rights - Historical Black
Colleges & Universities tour. This is the trip that
Gabe Baird and Sara Riggs took last summer. To
learn more click here.

Sunday, March 10, 2019
Scripture: Luke 1: 26-33

Sermon: Voices In Jesus’ Story - Mary

CHRISTIAN SYMBOL
SPARROW

Birds in general symbolize God’s presence. Sparrows
represent God’s concern and care even for those thought insignificant. In Jesus’ words, “Are not two sparrows sold for a
penny? Yet not one of them will fall to the ground outside
your Father’s care. … So don’t be afraid; you are worth more
than many sparrows” (Matthew 10:29, 31, NIV).

Sun

Mon

Tue

BIRTHDAYS:

4

Sunday School 9 AM
Worship 10 AM
AH Bible Study 11:15
Youth Group 4-7PM
Scouts 6 & 7 PM

10

Sunday School 9 AM
Worship 10 AM
Baptism/Confirmation
Class 11:30 AM

Thu

ANNIVERSARY:

22-Jay Thomas
3-Linda Flinn
25-Ian Brownsberger
5-Olivia Bogs
26-Jane John
7-Vic Edwards
27-Amir Jalilian10-Victoria Threlkeld
Nosraty
13-Thea Coobs

3

Wed
Kent & Rebecca
Clark—31st

1

2

CYF Retreat 9th thru 12th grades, in
Newton back on 3/3/2019

5

6

7

8

Staff Mtg. 10 AM
Elders 6:30 PM

Bible Study 12:30
Chess Club 3 PM
Worship 6:30 PM
*Ash Wednesday

Stewardship &
Finance 3:30 PM

11

*Spiritual Life
Group

12

13

9
Youth Group 5-8PM

Set Clocks
Forward 1 hour!

14

15

16

Group

Bible Study 12:30
Chess Club 3 PM
Strings & Singers
7 PM

Clergy Cluster @
Vespa 12 PM
Youth Group 6-8PM
Arrow Chapter Mtg.
7 PM

22

23

*Spiritual Life
BOARD Mtg.
7 PM

17

18

19

20

21

Sunday School 9 AM
Worship 10 AM

Hannah Circle 1 PM

Staff Mtg 10 AM

*Spiritual Life

*Spiritual Life

Ladies’ Night Out
5:30 PM
@ Pagliai’s

Group

Group

CRC @ St Thomas
More 10 AM
Bible Study 12:30
Chess Club 3 PM

*Spiritual Life Group
Scouts: 3, 6, & 7 PM

Sat

Open Sanctuary 12-1
Prayers & Ashes 5-6:30

*Spiritual Life Group
Scouts: 3, 6, & 7 PM

Baptism/Confirmation
Class 11:30 AM

Fri

Jill out of Office

24
Sunday School 9 AM
Worship 10 AM
*Spiritual Life Group
Scouts 6 & 7 PM

31
Sunday School 9 AM
Worship 10 AM
Pot-Luck 11:15 AM
Baptism/Confirmation
Class 11:30 AM
*Spiritual Life Group
Scouts 6 & 7 PM

25

*Spiritual Life
Group

26

*Spiritual Life
Group

27

28

Bible Study 12:30
Chess Club 3 PM
Kid’s Choir 6 PM
Trustees Mtg. 6 PM
Strings & Singers
7 PM

Women Clergy
10 AM
FCC Book Club 7PM
@ Laurie Dahms

* Ash Wednesday,
Sanctuary open /
ashes available 12
to 1 PM and 5 to
6:30 PM

29

*

30

Youth Group 6-9PM

SPIRITUAL LIFE GROUP:

March 17, 24, and 31 – 11:30 AM – at the church.
March 10, 17, 24, and 31 – 3:30 PM – at Jon Feaver’s home.
March 11, 18, and 25 – 7 PM – at Jill Michel’s home.
March 12, 19, and 26 – 1 PM – at the church.

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
(DISCIPLES OF CHRIST)
900 LINCOLNSHIRE PLACE
CORALVILLE, IA 52241-3615

Sunday Services:
9 AM Sunday School
10 AM Church Service
11 AM Coffee/Fellowship
Church Office Hours:
Monday thru Friday 9AM to 1PM
Phone #: 319-337-4181
Staff:

Pastor: Rev. Jill Cameron Michel
(home) 319-665-2276 (cell) 417-439-7391
icdisciple.pastor@gmail.com
Office Administrator: Peggy Bothell
icdisciple.sec@gmail.com
Music Director: Laura Kittrell
icdisciple.music@gmail.com
Director of Christian Formation: Kara Seaton

icdisciple.kids@gmail.com
Janitorial: Michael Hull
m.hull84@yahoo.com

Morning devotions at the Disciple camp in Puerto Rico

