THIS WEEK AT FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
For the Week of March 3, 2021
A Note from Your Pastor
I was recently in a conversation where someone said, “It is okay to be uncomfortable and to sit in that and to
learn from it.”
It felt like the perfect sentiment for Lent. This is a season of the year that can be challenging. We are not
necessarily always good at sitting in the silence, at facing our strengths and weaknesses honestly, or at choosing
disciplines that help us grow, after all growth can be uncomfortable.
But these are the things that Lent asks of us. Or maybe the better way to say it is that these are the things Lent
invites us into.

So, I hope that as you continue this Lenten journey, you allow yourself space to sit and be okay with what is
uncomfortable. See what discomfort has to teach you. And then, when you have learned what you need to, trust
that you will find your way into another place.
This season continues for another month and I hope you are able to take advantage of engaging both the gifts and
even the challenges that it offers you.
Be well,

Jill

319-665-2276 (home)

A Note From the Return to the Building Taskforce
With increasing numbers of people being vaccinated and the promise of spring weather, we are looking forward
and planning opportunities to begin doing outdoor gatherings. We will continue to ask that all who participate
practice distancing and wear masks, as we want to error on the side of safety and put every protocol into place to
allow the highest levels of participation.
Beginning Sunday, April 11, we will have outdoor worship at the church at 10am. The plan will be to have
outdoor worship each Sunday unless the weather prevents it. We will continue to offer worship on Zoom for
those who are not yet comfortable gathering and those who are unable to gather in person. Worship will also
continue to be posted to YouTube each week. This plan is currently set through the end of May at which point
we will be re-evaluating our practices.
Additionally, as spring weather arrives, we will offer more study and fellowship opportunities utilizing in person,
outdoor settings. Be watching for more information to come.

We Welcome New Leadership at FCC
On Sunday we approved a new group of officers and leaders. We are grateful for their willingness to serve in
these positions. Our new leaders include: Kent Clark, Moderator; Sara Riggs, Assistant Moderator; Steve Clark,
Treasurer; Bob DeWitt, Assistant Treasurer; Cory Coobs, Financial Secretary; Malinda Thomas, Assistant Financial
Secretary; Shannon Esmann, Board Secretary; Martha Hedberg, At-large Board Member; Karen Dawson, Julie
Fitzpatrick and Melea White, Elders; Tricia Coobs, Trustee.
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Mark Your Calendars...
Join Bible Study on
Wednesdays using Zoom.
We meet at 12noon each
Wednesday.
Upcoming scriptures:
March 3 - Luke 19:1-10
March 10 - John 11:1-7, 17-28, 33- 44

FCC Connect - Thursdays @ 6pm
Join us for a time of conversation with friends from
FCC. We gather on Zoom each Thursday at 6pm

Registration is Open...Staff and volunteers at
the Christian Conference Center in Newton are working
diligently to plan for this coming summer. Additional
safety protocols are being developed related to COVID19. FCC will cover 50% of the cost of registration for
participating families, and more if needed. There are
options for all ages and interests. Learn more
here: https://www.uppermidwestcc.org/summercamp or contact Kara at icdisciples.kids@gmail.com.

Join us every week or once in a while.

Join Us for Worship Each Sunday


To join us on Zoom, log in between 9:45 and
10am using the link provided.



You can also find weekly worship on YouTube.



QuaranTEENS (6th-12th graders) meets each
Thursday evening at 8pm on Zoom for both fun
and meaningful conversation.



Sunday School (preschool through 5th
graders) meets each Sunday morning at 9am on
Zoom (note the time change from last fall)

Join FCC’s Virtual
CROP Walk Team
Sign up to join the team or make a
donation by visiting our FCC Team
page. The event date is April 4, although you can
walk whenever it works for you. If you want to be
part of a group that walks together, join the team and
then email Pastor Jill (icdisciple.pastor@gmail.com).



JYF (3rd-5th graders) meets once a month on
Zoom on the following upcoming Wednesday
nights from 6-7pm: March 24, April 21 and May
19.

Please note that for security, Zoom links for
meetings involving children and youth are
distributed to our mailing list via email only. If you
aren’t receiving the emails and would like to take
part, contact Kara @ icdisciple.kids@gmail.com

Lent: A Season of Prayerful Engagement
The Practicing Prayer sessions continue on Wednesday evenings at 7pm as we explore different
prayer practices. Have your prayer packets handy if you plan to sign on to the Zoom group. We
will explore labyrinths this week.
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I WAS HUNGRY AND YOU FED ME
Thank you to the congregation for a very successful Free Lunch Program
(FLP) service on Saturday. Your financial contributions, donated food and
service in the kitchen helped us prepare and serve 73 boxed meals to those
in need. FLP staff indicated that was a very good number for a Saturday
during the winter. We also utilized Table-to-Table which furnished us with
bread. Nothing went to waste. At the end of the meal, we sent 3 leftover meals and a few servings of entrée, mandarins & cookies to a designated winter shelter. The four remaining 2021 dates for First Christian’s involvement in
FLP are all Saturdays: April 24, June 26, August 28 and October 23. If you have meal ideas or have an interest in
helping co-chair a future date, please contact Mary Curtis.

HELP FOR RENT AND UTILITIES
Do you (or someone you know) need help paying rent or utility bills due to COVID-19? Right now, it is important for
renters NOT to go into debt by paying rent and utility bills using credit cards or money borrowed from friends/
family because those bills must be due and payable in order to qualify under the assistance program. Debt does not
qualify for assistance. The cities of Iowa City, Coralville, and North Liberty are willing to wait for utility payments
from the Iowa Rent and Utility Assistance before shutting off water, but potential recipients must contact their
respective city and request forbearance (phone numbers and websites are listed on each utility bill). Each city will
assist residents in applying for this Program, and a large number of local non-profit agencies such as Shelter House,
CommUnity, and the Center for Worker Justice will also be assisting. Local Residential Renters May Be Eligible for
some of the $195 Million available to Iowans through the Iowa Rent and Utility Assistance Program, which is a state
program. Eligible households may receive assistance from the state with up to 12 months of rent and/or utility payments (electricity, gas, propane or fuel oil, water, sewer, and/or trash removal). Assistance is available for bills from
March 13, 2020 until September 30, 2021, or until the funds run out.
The Iowa Finance Authority is in charge of the Iowa Rent and Utility Assistance Program. The Iowa Finance
Authority expects final rules from the U.S. Treasury Department in March 2021 and will begin to accept applications at
that time. Detailed information will be at www.iowafinance.com/iowa-rent-and-utility-assistance-program/ when
available. If anyone has already received an eviction notice , they should contact Shelter House at 319-351-0326 for
more immediate assistance.

CHRISTIAN SYMBOLS
Ark of the Covenant
The ark was at the center of
worship for the Israelites. It
contained the stone tablets of the
Ten Commandments, a pot of
manna and Aaron’s rod. In the
Old Testament, the ark was a visible representation of
God’s throne, or presence, on earth, where he
communed with Moses and the high priests. It also
represents our earthly bodies, where the Holy Spirit
dwells.

A PRAYER
Give us, O Lord, a steadfast heart,
Which no unworthy affection may drag downwards;
Give us an unconquered heart,
Which no tribulation can wear out;
Give us an upright heart,
Which no unworthy purpose may tempt aside.
Bestow upon us also, O Lord our God,
Understanding to know you,
Diligence to seek you, wisdom to find you,
And a faithfulness that may finally embrace you;
Through Jesus Christ our Lord.
—Thomas Aquinas
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Worship Guide for Sunday Worship
Each week we post an electronic worship service on YouTube (and gather together on Zoom). The new service is
available beginning at 10am on Sunday. The worship guide below will function as a bulletin for those watching the
worship service and can also be used independently by those who cannot or choose not to access YouTube.
In preparation for participating in worship, you are invited to gather some sort of food and drink to take at
communion time. Remember, these don’t have to be bread and juice or wine. If you desire, you may also want to
have a candle nearby to light as we light the candle at the beginning of worship.

March 7, 2021 - Second Sunday in Lent
Greeting
Congregational Singing - “Open the Eyes of My Heart”
Prayer - During the season of Lent we will be incorporating music into our time of prayer.
Often we hurry through our prayers so today we are going to sit in the silence and relax into that space with God.
Children’s Moment
Scripture - Mark 10:46-52
They came to Jericho. As he and his disciples and a large crowd were leaving Jericho, Bartimaeus son of Timaeus, a
blind beggar, was sitting by the roadside. When he heard that it was Jesus of Nazareth, he began to shout out and
say, “Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!” Many sternly ordered him to be quiet, but he cried out even more
loudly, “Son of David, have mercy on me!” Jesus stood still and said, “Call him here.” And they called the blind
man, saying to him, “Take heart; get up, he is calling you.” So throwing off his cloak, he sprang up and came to Jesus. Then Jesus said to him, “What do you want me to do for you?” The blind man said to him, “My teacher, let me
see again.” Jesus said to him, “Go, your faith has made you well.” Immediately he regained his sight and followed
him on the way.
Sermon - The Risks of Seeing and Being Seen
When you look at Jesus, who do you see? What are the stories of Jesus you prefer? What are the stories of Jesus
or ways of Jesus that you struggle with? Are you willing to see the fullness of who he is? Are you willing to follow
him honestly, even to the cross?
Offering
We appreciate all who are continuing their financial commitment to FCC using the USPS or the “Donate” button.
We also encourage you to consider other ways you can be an offering to the community and our world.
Communion
As you take communion, use this moment to commit your body again to God’s work and to invite God’s loving spirit
to flow through you.
Congregational Singing - “Amazing Grace”
Benediction

Thank you to those who joined our staff in leading worship this past Sunday. Leaders included:
Sara Riggs (Children’s Moment), Corinne Stanley (Scripture Reader), Kalea Seaton (Communion
Music and Hymn Accompaniment), Marcus Seaton (Communion Prayer).

Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

5

6

Spiritual Life Group
@ Zoom 6 PM

Spiritual Life Group
@ Zoom 7 PM

Bible Study @ Zoom
12 Noon
Practicing Prayer @
Zoom 7 PM

FCC Connect @
Zoom 6 PM
Quaran Teens @
Zoom 8 PM

Insurance Review @
Zoom 12noon

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

Sunday School
9AM @ Zoom
Online Worship @
Zoom & YouTube
10 AM
Spiritual Life Group
@ Zoom 4 PM

Spiritual Life Group
@ Zoom 6 PM
Finance Team @
Zoom 7:15 PM

Spiritual Life Group
@ Zoom 7 PM

Bible Study @ Zoom
12 Noon
Practicing Prayer @
Zoom 7 PM

FCC Connect @
Zoom 6 PM
Quaran Teens @
Zoom 8 PM

Insurance Review @
Zoom 12noon

Change clocks
Before going to bed

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

Sunday School
9AM @ Zoom
Online Worship @
Zoom & YouTube
10 AM
Spiritual Life Group
@ Zoom 4 PM

Hannah Circle @
Zoom 1 PM
Spiritual Life Group
@ Zoom 6 PM

Spiritual Life Group
@ Zoom 7 PM

CRC @ Zoom 10 AM
Bible Study @ Zoom
12 Noon
Practicing Prayer @
Zoom 7 PM

Clergy Cluster @
Zoom 11 AM
FCC Connect @
Zoom 6 PM

21

22

23

24

25

Sunday School
9AM @ Zoom
Online Worship @
10 AM
Palm Pictures @
church 1:30 - 3:30
Spiritual Life Group
@ Zoom 4 PM

Palm Pictures @
church 12-1 PM &
5-6 PM
Spiritual Life Group
@ Zoom 6 PM

Spiritual Life Group
@ Zoom 7 PM

Bible Study @ Zoom
12 Noon
JYF @ Zoom 6 PM
Practicing Prayer @
Zoom 7 PM

Women Clergy @
Zoom 10 AM
FCC Connect @
Zoom 6 PM
FCC Book Club @
Zoom 7 PM
Quaran Teens @
Zoom 8 PM

28

29

30

31

Palm Sunday
Sunday School
9AM @ Zoom
Online Worship @
10 AM

Spiritual Life Group
@ Zoom 6 PM
Return to the
Building Task Force
@ Zoom 7 PM

Bible Study @ Zoom
12 Noon

Spring Begins

26

27

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
(DISCIPLES OF CHRIST)
900 LINCOLNSHIRE PLACE
CORALVILLE, IA 52241-3615

Our regular schedule will
resume when it is safe to do so
For now we are worshipping virtually.


Each week a new worship service is
posted to our YouTube Channel at
10am on Sunday.



You are also welcome to join others
on Zoom on Sunday mornings at
9:45am. There we will share
fellowship and conversation as well as
watch the worship service.

All other meetings are also virtual.
For links or assistance, contact Pastor Jill.

Folks from First
Christian Church
Serving at the
Free Lunch Program

