THIS WEEK AT FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
For the Week of March 31, 2021
A Note from Your Pastor
Friends,
Here we are - in the midst of Holy Week. It is important to remember the stories that
get us from Palm Sunday to Easter morning. The complexity of that week of Jesus’ life
informs our experience of Easter. I hope that you will join us for worship tomorrow
evening either on Zoom (sign in between 6:45 and 7pm or on YouTube (you can
access worship anytime after 7pm). And I hope you’ll take some time over these next
several days to really contemplate the journey Jesus took to the cross.
Then on Easter morning we will celebrate resurrection. And I hope to see many of you
on Zoom. Even if you don’t sign in regularly, we would love to worship together on this
holy day of Christianity. You should also know that we are going flip the Sunday
morning Zoom schedule and do breakout rooms (where we get a chance to visit in small
groups) BEFORE worship. Recognizing that as more people are getting vaccinated, some
are feeling safe to do small gatherings for special occasions, we thought this would be
helpful for anyone who has dinner plans or even is just taking the opportunity to cook a
more traditional meal. So, you can sign in on Sunday morning anytime after 9:30am.
Breakout rooms will begin then and we will let people join as they arrive. A few minutes before 10am we will
close the breakout rooms and then begin our worship service.
Beyond Easter we are excited to be planning to share in person outdoor worship at church each Sunday (weather
permitting) beginning April 11. The plan is the same as in the fall. We ask that people wear masks, bring their
own chairs, and sit physically distanced from others. We will also continue to have Zoom worship on Sunday
mornings as long as we have people for whom that is the more comfortable way to gather. We feel strongly that
we do not want anyone to feel like they have to come in person if they are not ready to do so. Additionally,
worship will be available each week on YouTube. We are excited as we anticipate getting to see many of you in
the flesh. And we are glad to have multiple ways to share worship together. Hope you’ll
worship with us.
Be well, Jill 319-665-2276 (home)

Easter Offering: March 28 and April 4
The Easter Offering supports the general ministries of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) who develop
congregational resources, support leaders, connect with partners around the world, and more. Give by mailing
a check or using the “donate” button—please be sure to mark it “Easter Offering.”

Help Spread the Word: Rent, Mortgage and Utility Assistance Now Available
The Iowa Finance Authority is in charge of Rent , Mortgage, and Utility Assistance and applications are now
open (began March 29). We estimate that about $25 million in assistance will come to Johnson County.
Anyone with overdue utility bills or rent (including Manufactured Housing) whose household income is 80% or
less of Area Median Income and who has been economically harmed by the pandemic is likely to be eligible to
have all back rent and utility bills paid as well as several months of rent going forward. Soon Mortgage
assistance will be available on a similar basis. To apply, visit: iowahousingrecovery.com and apply online; for
help, contact the Public Libraries of North Liberty or Coralville, or Johnson County Social Services (among many
others).
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Mark Your Calendars...
Join Bible Study on
Wednesdays using Zoom.
We meet at 12noon each
Wednesday.

Join Us for Worship Each Sunday


Upcoming scriptures:
March 31 - John 20:19-31
April 7 - Luke 24:36b-49

FCC Connect
There will be no FCC Connect this week due to Holy
Week worship service at 7pm on Thursday. We
hope you will join us on Zoom for worship or
worship on your own through YouTube.

Regional
Easter Vigil
Rev. Joshua Patty will lead
an intimate online Easter
Vigil on Saturday, April 3 at
10 pm. The service will be broadcast using Facebook
Live through the Disciples in
the Upper Midwest group.
The Great Vigil of Easter is probably the oldest
ongoing worship service of the church, celebrated
each year since the 3rd Century. This service at the
climax of the Lenten season and Holy Week invites
us to recognize God’s powerful and saving hand
throughout history and in our own lives, including
through the sacraments of baptism and
Communion.
The direct link for the Easter Vigil is: https://
www.facebook.com/events/1744761232350162/
You do not need to be a member of Facebook to
access and participate in this online worship service.

To join us on Zoom, log in between 9:45 and
10am using the link provided. Stay after worship
to visit with others in small group breakout
rooms.

NOTE: ON EASTER SUNDAY (APRIL 4) WE WILL OPEN
BREAKOUT ROOMS AT 9:30AM FOR PEOPLE TO VISIT
IN SMALL GROUPS BEFORE WORSHIP. WORSHIP
WILL BEGIN AT 10AM.


You can also find weekly worship on YouTube.

April Showers Bring…
Diapers for
CommUnity
April is the time for CommUnity
Crisis Service’s Baby Shower and
we are doing a diaper drive.
CommUnity gets requests for diapers from around
650 families each month. And they are not currently
able to guarantee that they can meet the need.
You are invited to bring diapers to First Christian
throughout the month of April. You can bring them
with you to worship on Sunday mornings beginning
April 11 or drop them by the church during office
hours (Monday—Thursday, 9am—noon).

They need all sizes except newborn with size 4 being
in greatest demand.

FCC Book Club
The FCC Book Club is reading Running
with Sherman by Christopher
McDougall next. In this story, a family
adopts a near death donkey and nurses him back to
health...in Amish country in Pennsylvania. We'll
discuss it at 7on zoom on April 22.
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College Scholarships Available from FCC
It's time to apply for higher education scholarships
awarded by First Christian Church for the 2021 fall
semester. Scholarships are available from two funds
within the church and are made available through the
generosity of persons who came before you, and were
firm believers in the benefits of higher education.
Deadline for applications is Mon, May 3, 2021.



QuaranTEENS (6th-12th graders) meets
each Thursday evening at 8pm on Zoom for
both fun and meaningful conversation.

Click on the following links below to learn the
requirements and locate application forms: https://
icdisciples.org/helen_gay_scholarship & https://
icdisciples.org/sunier_scholarship. Both may be reached
through the Children & Youth page on the website or
you can request paper copies be mailed to you from the
church office.



Sunday School (preschool through 5th
graders) meets each Sunday morning at 9am
on Zoom (note the time change from last
fall)



JYF (3rd-5th graders) meets once a month
on Zoom on the following upcoming

Work Retreat at the Christian
Conference Center: April 16-18

Wednesday nights from 6-7pm: April 21 and
May 19.

Want to help ready the CCC for summer camp? You are
invited to go out for part or all of the weekend. Meals
and lodging are provided. Projects include tree clean
up, siding, bench building, and more. Have questions or
want to register? Email tiff@uppermidwestcc.org or call
the CCC office at 641-792-1266.

Please note that for security, Zoom links for
meetings involving children and youth are
distributed to our mailing list via email only. If
you aren’t receiving the emails and would like to
take part, contact Kara @
icdisciple.kids@gmail.com

Registration is Open...Staff and volunteers at the Christian
Conference Center in Newton are working diligently to plan for this coming summer. Additional safety
protocols are being developed related to COVID-19. FCC will cover 50% of the cost of registration for
participating families, and more if needed. There are options for all ages and interests. Contact Kara
at icdisciples.kids@gmail.com or learn more here: https://www.uppermidwestcc.org/summer-camp

AN EASTER CAROL
Tomb, thou shalt not hold him longer;
Death is strong, but Life is stronger;
Stronger than the dark, the light;
Stronger than the wrong, the right;
Faith and Hope triumphant say,
Christ will rise on Easter Day.
—Phillips Brooks

BIBLE TRIVIA
The Gospels tell us that after Jesus died, his
body was placed in a rich man’s tomb. This
man was not one of the apostles, but he believed in Jesus and had become a disciple.
He came from a small town not in existence
today.
What was the man’s name, and what was his
hometown?
A. Joseph of Arimathea
B. Aristarchus from Thessalonica
C. Ariel of Moab

The answer is in Matthew 27:57-60.
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Worship Guide for Sunday Worship
Each week we post an electronic worship service on YouTube (and gather together on Zoom). The new service is
available beginning at 10am on Sunday. The worship guide below will function as a bulletin for those watching the
worship service and can also be used independently by those who cannot or choose not to access YouTube.
In preparation for participating in worship, you are invited to gather food and drink to take at communion time.
Remember, these don’t have to be bread and juice or wine. You may also want to have a candle nearby to light.

April 4, 2021 - Easter Sunday
Greeting
Call to Worship - “Easter” by Traci Smith, read by our children and youth
Congregational Singing - “Christ the Lord is Risen Today”
Prayer
Children’s Moment
Scripture - John 20:1-18 (excerpts printed here)
Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene came to the tomb and saw that the
stone had been removed from the tomb. ... But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she bent over
to look into the tomb; and she saw two angels in white, sitting where the body of Jesus had been lying, one at the
head and the other at the feet. They said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping?” She said to them, “They have
taken away my Lord, and I do not know where they have laid him.” When she had said this, she turned around and
saw Jesus standing there, but she did not know that it was Jesus. Jesus said to her, “Woman, why are you
weeping? Whom are you looking for?” Supposing him to be the gardener, she said to him, “Sir, if you have carried
him away, tell me where you have laid him, and I will take him away.” Jesus said to her, “Mary!” She turned and
said to him in Hebrew, “Rabbouni!” (which means Teacher). Jesus said to her, “Do not hold on to me, because I
have not yet ascended to the Father. But go to my brothers and say to them, ‘I am ascending to my Father and
your Father, to my God and your God.’” Mary Magdalene went and announced to the disciples, “I have seen the
Lord”; and she told them that he had said these things to her.
Sermon - Seeing Easter Again
How does Easter change when we remember all the fear, doubt, and courage of that first Easter morning?
Offering
We appreciate all who are continuing their financial commitment to FCC using the USPS or the “Donate” button.
We also encourage you to consider other ways you can be an offering to the community and our world.
Communion
As you take communion, use this moment to commit your body again to God’s work and to invite God’s loving spirit
to flow through you.
Congregational Singing - “Christ is Risen! Shout Hosanna!”
Benediction

Thank you to those who joined our staff in leading worship this past Sunday. Leaders included:
Emily Steeples and family (Children’s Moment), Jill Meadows (Scripture Reader), Tim Fees,
Malinda and Spencer Thomas (Music), Steve Dunham (Communion Prayer).

APRIL
Sun

4

Mon

5

Tue

6

Sunday School
9AM @ Zoom
Outdoor Worship
10 AM
Online Worship @
Zoom & YouTube
10 AM

Finance Team @
Zoom 6:30 PM

18

19

Sunday School
9AM @ Zoom
Outdoor Worship
10 AM
Online Worship @
Zoom & YouTube
10 AM

Hannah Circle @
Zoom 1 PM

25

26

Sunday School
9AM @ Zoom
Outdoor Worship
10 AM
Online Worship @
Zoom & YouTube
10 AM

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

MAUNDY
THURSDAY
Online Worship @
Zoom & YouTube
7 PM
Quaran Teens @
Zoom 8 PM

GOOD FRIDAY

FCC CROP Walk @
Waterworks Parks

9

10

16

17

23

24

7

8
FCC Connect @
Zoom 6 PM
Quaran Teens @
Zoom 8 PM

14

15

Bible Study @
Zoom 12 Noon

Clergy Cluster @
Zoom 11 AM
FCC Connect @
Zoom 6 PM
Quaran Teens @
Zoom 8 PM

21

22

CRC @ Zoom
10 AM
Bible Study @
Zoom 12 Noon
JYF @ Zoom 6 PM

Women Clergy @
Zoom 10 AM
FCC Connect @
Zoom 6 PM
FCC Book Club @
Zoom 7 PM
Quaran Teens @
Zoom 8 PM

27

28

29

Sacred
Conversation on
Race @ Zoom 7

Bible Study @
Zoom 12 Noon

FCC Connect @
Zoom 6 PM
Quaran Teens @
Zoom 8 PM

EASTER

12

Thu

Bible Study @
Zoom 12 Noon

Sunday School
9AM @ Zoom
Online Worship @
Zoom & YouTube
10 AM

11

Wed

13

20

FCC Free Lunch
Program

30

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
(DISCIPLES OF CHRIST)
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Our regular schedule will
resume when it is safe to do so
For now we are worshipping virtually.


Each week a new worship service is
posted to our YouTube Channel at
10am on Sunday.



You are also welcome to join others
on Zoom on Sunday mornings at
9:45am. There we will share
fellowship and conversation as well as
watch the worship service.

All other meetings are also virtual.
For links or assistance, contact Pastor Jill.

