THIS WEEK AT FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
For the Week of March 30, 2022
A Note From Your Pastor
Friends,
I have shared this prayer before, but I find it worth sharing again. The reality is that sometimes we are
stuck...because we are overwhelmed, because we don’t know how to make a difference, because we have too many
demands, because we simply don’t know how not to be. So, I offer you these words from Ted Loder’s prayer “Pry
Me off Dead Center” from his book Guerrillas of Grace: Prayers for the Battle.
“O persistent God,
Deliver me from assuming your mercy is gentle.
Pressure me that I may grow more human,
not through the lessening of my struggles, but through an expansion of them
that will undamn me and unbury my gifts.
Deepen my hurt
until I learn to share it and myself
openly, and my needs honestly.
Sharpen my fears
until I name them and release the power I have locked in them and they in me.
Accentuate my confusion
until I shed those grandiose expectations that divert me from the small, glad gifts of the now and the here
and the me.
Expose my shame where it shivers,
crouched behind the curtains of propriety, until I can laugh at last
through my common frailities and failures, laugh my way toward becoming whole.
Deliver me
from just going through the motions and wasting everything I have
which is today, a chance, a choice, my creativity, your call.
O persistent God,
Let how much it all matters pry me off dead center
So if I am moved inside
to tears, or sighs, or screams, or smiles, or dreams,
They will be real and I will be in touch with who I am and who you are and who my sisters and brothers are.”
With Care, Jill

A Request from the Facilities Team
Soon our building will be 20 years old. As we pass this milestone and as we anticipate a Capital Campaign a little
later this year, the Facilities Team wants to make sure that we are tending to all the needs of our building and
grounds. If there are any items in need of replacement or repair that you are aware of, or any projects that you
would hope to see us do, please share that information for Jim Michel, Facilities Team chairperson. You can email
Jim at jmichel@disciplescef.org. Please send ideas by Sunday, April 3.
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Mark Your Calendars
Join Bible Study using Zoom.
We meet at 12noon each
Wednesday.
Upcoming scriptures:
March 30 - Luke 19:28-40
April 6 - John 20:1-18 and Luke 24:1-12

FCC Connect - Thursdays @ 6pm
Join us for a time of conversation with friends from
FCC. We gather on Zoom each Thursday at 6pm.
You are invited every week or once in a while.

All 6th - 12th graders are invited to
Youth Group on Sundays, April 3 and
April 10 at 4pm at Pastor Kara’s
home (2 Linder Ln. NE, Iowa City).
JYF (our youth group for 3rd - 5th
graders) will meet in person on
Wednesday, April 6. If you have
questions, contact Kara
(icdisciple.kids@gmail.com)

FCC Book Club
Ready to find something new to read?
How about A Woman of No Importance
by Sonia Purcell. This book will be
discussed on April 28 at the FCC Book Club.

Scholarship Deadline: April 4
First Christian has two post secondary scholarships
available to people connected to the church. The
First Christian Church Scholarship is a scholarship
toward college, university or other post secondary
training. The Sunier Scholarship is for college
students taking higher level English classes. More
information and requirements can be found on our
church website.

“Experiencing
Holy Week” Bags
We have put together
“Experiencing Holy
Week” bags for you to use during the week of April 10.
Each day there is something to read and something to
do (using an item found in your bag). The bags are
available to picked up at the church anytime. Those
that are not picked up will be delivered or mailed the
week of April 3.

Please RSVP for Easter
On Easter Sunday (in addition to a sunrise service on
Zoom) we will have two worship services in the
sanctuary. The 8am and 10am worship services on
Easter are the same. We are requesting RSVPs for
the service you plan to attend in an effort to keep
from overcrowding.

FCC Serves at Free Lunch on Saturday, April 23
It’s our month to serve a meal at the Free Lunch Program in Iowa City! This month we will be
serving Chili Cheese Tater Tot Casserole and yummy sides. As usual, if you would like to fix a
casserole, you can pick up a casserole pan and recipe at church beginning Sunday, April 3. To
sign up to bring other food items or to work on April 23, use this SignUp Genius link. If you have questions, talk to
Mary Curtis, Karen Dawson, or Sharon Sass.
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PRAYERS & PRAISE
 We hold Carol Alber and the rest of the Alber family in prayer as they will interring Mike’s ashes at
Arlington National Cemetery during a ceremony on April 4.
 We continue to pray for Linda Flinn who is suffering from severe chronic depression and for Darrell who is
supporting her in this time.

Information covered to protect privacy



We pray safe passage for all who are traveling including Sheree and Frank Williams.



We continue to pray for peace in Ukraine and around the world.



We continue to pray for those who are in a nursing home, homebound, have emotional and physical needs.
Please always let your pastors know about surgeries, hospitalizations, or other pastoral care needs.

April Mission Focus: Table to Table
Table to Table is the lynchpin of emergency food access in our community.
Table to Table rescues food that would otherwise be thrown out from stores
and restaurants and shares it with pantries and other non-profit organizations. More than 60% of all the food distributed by Johnson County food pantries comes from Table to Table.
Because of Table to Table food resources, Johnson County is one of the few counties in Iowa to maintain or increase
pre-pandemic food distribution levels. Over half the food Table to Table delivers to pantries is produce,
protein, or dairy.

Realm - Our Connection to an Online Directory
If you haven’t already, we hope you will use the QR code here to set up your Realm account. Remember your
password—you will need it for future access. Once you login, set your privacy settings to
“Anyone in the church” in order for your information to be in our church directory. These
settings need to be changed for each person in your household. If you are changing them for
someone other than yourself you will also need to click the “Opt in to Online Directory” button
as well as mark “Anyone in the church” for visibility. Prefer using an app? Get Realm Connect
from the App Store! Have questions? Ask Pastor Jill or Laurie Dahms.

We Need You...
If you are willing to serve in one of these roles on Sunday mornings, please use the links to pick a date to serve.
Click here for Greeter
Click here for Usher
Click here for Scripture Reader
Click here for Acolyte (Kindergarten—6th graders)
Click here for Valet Parking

Questions? Contact Nancy McKinstry (nancy.a.mckinstry@gmail.com)
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Worship Guide for Sunday Worship
The worship guide below serves as a bulletin for those who worship in person or on YouTube.
Each week we post a worship service on YouTube. The new service is available beginning at 10am on Sunday. The
worship guide below can also be used independently by those who remain home and are without internet access.
In preparation for participating in worship, you are invited to gather food and drink to take at communion time.
Remember, these don’t have to be bread and juice or wine. You may also want to have a candle nearby to light.

April 3, 2022 - Fifth Sunday in Lent
Greeting
Hymn - “Open Our Eyes, Lord”
Prayer

Children’s Moment
Scripture - John 12: 1-8 (excerpts printed)
...Mary took a pound of costly perfume made of pure nard, anointed Jesus’ feet, and wiped them with her hair. The
house was filled with the fragrance of the perfume. But Judas Iscariot, one of his disciples (the one who was about
to betray him), said, “Why was this perfume not sold for three hundred denarii and the money given to the
poor?” (He said this not because he cared about the poor, but because he was a thief; he kept the common purse
and used to steal what was put into it.) Jesus said, “Leave her alone. She bought it so that she might keep it for
the day of my burial. You always have the poor with you, but you do not always have me.”
Sermon - A Display of Extravagance

If you thought that extravagance was acceptable, how would you worship differently? How would you care for
others differently?
Offering
We appreciate all who are continuing their financial commitment to FCC using the USPS or the “Donate” button.
We also encourage you to consider other ways you can be an offering to the community and our world.
April’s mission focus is on Table to Table, a local food rescue organization.
Communion
As you take communion, use this moment to commit your body again to God’s work and to invite God’s loving spirit
to flow through you.
Communion Music
Communion Prayer
Hymn - “We Are an Offering“
Benediction

Thank you!
Thank you to those who joined our staff in leading worship on Sunday, March 27: Vern Duba & Jon Fever (Ushers),
Melody White-Haar (Acolyte), Steve Dunham & Lora Morgan Dunham and Malinda Thomas (musicians), Jay
Thomas (Scripture Reader), Diane Hertel (Elder), Dave Klein and Pam Ries (A/V).

MARCH 2022
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

5

MPT@ Zoom 5 PM

Bible Study @
Zoom 12 Noon

FCC Connect @
Zoom 6 PM

11
18
25

12
19
26

6
13
20
27

7
14
21
28

8
15
22
29

9
16
23
30

10
17
24
31

Worship 10 AM
Lent Small Group.
Baptism class,
Handbells 11 AM
Lent Small Group @
Zoom 5:30 PM
Troop 270 5:30 PM
Troop 2000 7 PM

Summer MPT @
Zoom 11:45 AM
Capital Campaign
Team @ Zoom 7 PM

Spring MPT
@ Zoom 12 noon
Lent Small Group @
Zoom 6:30 PM

Bible Study @
Zoom 12 Noon
Lent Small Group
@ Jill’s House 7 PM

FCC Connect @
Zoom 6 PM

April 2022
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

3

4

5

6

7

Worship 10 AM
Lent Small Group.
Baptism class,
Handbells 11 AM
Chi Rho/CYF @ 4
Lent Small Group @
Zoom 5:30 PM
Troop 270 5:30 PM

Covid Response
Team @ Zoom
12 noon
Elders 5:30 PM
Capital Campaign
Team @ Zoom 7 PM

Lent Small Group @
Zoom 6:30 PM

Bible Study @ Zoom
12 Noon
Small Group @ Jill’s
House 7 PM
JYF@ Church 6:30

FCC Connect @
Zoom 6 PM
Kara’s PST @ Zoom
6:30 PM

10

11

12

13

14

Worship 10 AM
Lent Small Group.
Baptism class,
Handbells 11 AM
Chi Rho/CYF @ 4
Lent Small Group @
Zoom 5:30 PM
Troop 270 5:30 PM

Finance Team
(hybrid) @ 6:30 PM

Lent Small Group @
Zoom 6:30 PM

Bible Study @ Zoom
12 Noon
Small Group @ Jill’s
House 7 PM

Holy Week Worship
7 PM

Fri

Sat

1

2

8

9

15

16
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When the Pharisees complained
about the noisy crowd praising God
as Jesus entered Jerusalem on a
donkey, what did he say would shout
out if the people were silent?
A. The stones
B. The trees
C. The palm branches
D. The donkey
Answer: See Luke 19:40

