THIS WEEK AT FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
For the week of March 27, 2019

A Note From Your Pastor
Dear Friends,
Yesterday we had our first meeting of the Ministry Visioning Team (MVT). This team, appointed by the board,
consists of myself, Kara Seaton, Laura Kittrell and Al Zimmerman. This is a team that came about due to our new
bylaws. Our purpose is to do what I like to refer to as 30,000 ft. visioning. We are to help look at the church
ministry from a perspective of visioning and overarching goals, to help look at the calendar and make sure that events
are well coordinated, and to set themes and goals for the coming year. The first meeting involved getting organized
and understanding our purpose as well as some initial work on looking ahead to what the year before us holds and
how we might live most purposefully and effectively in it. I am excited about this work and this team.
Of course, the work we do is just the beginning. You might remember, as we talked about the new bylaws, that the
work of the MVT will intersect with the work of Ministry Planning Teams. And this is where you come in! Soon
there will be an invitation for all those who are interested in serving on our first Ministry Planning Team to come to
an initial meeting. The Ministry Planning Team will be a coordinated effort to plan worship, faith formation, and
mission ministries that align with the goals, theme, and simply who we are as a congregation. The first team will
begin their work in May and be planning for ministries in the fall—think Kick Off Sunday through Christmas. If you
have a passion for worship...if you have good ideas for educational opportunities...if you are excited about
possibilities of mission projects we might engage...if you simply like the rhythms of fall or love the Advent/
Christmas season...or if you just really like the idea of a coordinated effort of ministries across the life of the church,
then I hope you’ll be part of this team. This is not a situation where you need to wait to be asked...when the meeting
date is announced and the invitation goes out, it is for you! And, if the timing doesn’t work for you this time,
remember we will have three Ministry Planning Teams over the course of the year. The next one will begin their
planning work in the early fall and be planning for the ministries that happen after the first of the year and through
Easter. And another will begin their work in early 2020. So, remember, there will be plenty of opportunities and we
hope that you will make a point to be part of the planning.
And, let me reaffirm what I have said before...this is a time of transition. We’re going to work to make it as smooth
as possible and try to not let anything fall through the cracks. Meanwhile, if you notice something not getting done,
please let us know. If you have questions, please ask. If you wonder how to involved, let us know. Many of the
changes to the bylaws were about having more opportunities for people to get involved, so we hope you will do so!
On a different note, I want to thank Kara Seaton, Maggie Keyser, Lindsey Schluckebier, and Emily Steeples for their
work on creating a new Child Protection Policy which was approved at the last board meeting. We were already
practicing most of what is included in this policy, although it adds a few new expectations. Soon those who are
serving in ministries with children and youth will be invited to training and to complete necessary paperwork. This is
a move in a good direction. Soon the policy will be posted to the church web site and if you have questions, please
ask anyone on the team or myself.
It’s good to be church together!
I hope to see you Sunday,

Jill

Important: Congregational Meeting Sunday, April 7
Please plan to stay after worship on April 7 for a brief congregational meeting to elect a new Treasurer and
Financial Secretary. With gratitude we present the following for election: Dale Kepler, Treasurer; Nancy Ream,
Financial Secretary; Jan Ricklefs, Assistant Treasurer; Karen Dawson, Assistant Financial Secretary.
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UPCOMING EVENTS
Wednesday Bible Study meets at
12:30pm each week.
March 27 - Luke 23:1-7, 11, 13-25
April 3 - Luke 19:28-40

Children, Youth, and Families
Wednesdays, March 27, April 3, 10 & 17: Children’s
Choir Practice for Palm Sunday and Easter

Friday, March 29, 6-9pm: Youth group prep for Youth
Sunday

Want To Be Part of the Gifts For
Parents Organizing Team?
Gifts for Parents is a ministry of the CRC which
gives the opportunity for children to shop for
holiday gifts for their parents/guardians. We are
currently looking for people who would like to be
part of the team to plan and organize this event.
The initial meeting will be Tuesday, April 2 at 6pm
at St. Mark’s UMC. If you are interested or have
questions, please talk to Pastor Jill.

Questions? Contact Kara icdisciple.kids@gmail.com

Racial Equity Challenge
FCC BOOK CLUB
Join us tomorrow night for
conversation about the novel The
Extraordinary Life of Sam Hell, by
Robert Dugoni. We'll discuss the
book at 7 p.m. at Laurie Dahms’ house.

March Pot Luck Dinner
Join us on Sunday, March 31 for our
Monthly Pot Luck Dinner. Bring a dish
to share. Stay and enjoy conversation
and fellowship. We are still looking for some people
to help before and after the pot luck, click this link or
call the church office.

Calling All Gardeners
Sabra Fleck will be hosting a
conversation for all who are
interested in helping with gardening
and grounds here at FCC. Join her
during March 31 Pot Luck (look for
table marked “Gardening/Grounds”)
or contact her at sabra4@me.com.

On Sunday, Sara Riggs mentioned the 21-Day Racial
Equity Challenge which begins April 1. The challenge is
designed to create dedicated time and space to build
more effective social justice habits, particularly those
dealing with issues of race, power, privilege, and
leadership. Click here to learn more and to register. If
you register, let Sara know as we may organize follow
up conversations.

FCC Work Day—
There’s a Job for YOU!
Save the Date—Saturday, April 13 from 10am until
5pm! This will be the first day this Spring where we
will begin getting our wonderful building and
grounds into shape to face another season. We can
use everyone’s help regardless of if you can only
stay for 30 minutes or for the entire 7 hours. Some
of us will be putting together things like the
children and youth’s gaga ball pit, while others are
needed to do a deep clean of the church facilities
from cleaning the baseboards along the floor up to
cleaning of the ceiling tiles and air diffusers.
Everyone, and all ages are invited to participate in
this opportunity for fellowship. Pizza will be
ordered for lunch.
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College Students…Scholarships Are Available
The scholarships are awarded by First Christian Church for the 2019 fall semester. Two funds are
available within the church. Some requirements are as follows:


Helen Gay Scholarship: All applicants are welcome. An applicant needs to be a participant
(student, parent or relative) of First Christian Church and pursuing higher education.



Sunier Scholarship: First consideration shall be given to an applicant who is participating in
First Christian Church. Applicant must enroll for at least two semester hours of credit in English
Language literature or poetry each semester as a full-time student in college or university. Required
Rhetoric or freshman English composition courses will not be considered. Please note that the
Sunier Scholarship is more limited and requires a literature or poetry class, but there are a broad
range of classes that would fall under that classification.

Applications are available in the church office and must be returned to the office by May 1, 2019.
If you or someone in your family will be attending a college or university in the fall, please
consider applying for a scholarship.
For questions concerning the process, please feel free to contact Eunice Welsh, Jan Christensen,
Colée Hospers, or Diane Hertel.

CROP Walk is April 7—It’s Not Too Late to Participate!
You can still join the FCC CROP Walk Team by picking up an envelope at church or registering here. Or you can
support our walkers who will be receiving donations after worship (please make checks to CWS/CROP).

Sunday, March 31, 2019
Scripture: Luke 22:54b-62
Sermon: Voices in Jesus’ Story - Peter

CHRISTIAN SYMBOL
The Christian church has long been symbolized by a ship. While the Old
Testament tells of Noah’s ark preserving righteous people during the flood,
the New Testament recounts Jesus calming the storm that battered the
disciples’ fishing boat. St. Ambrose described the church as a ship with the
cross as its mast, and others have compared salvation to being drawn out
of the sea of death into the safety of the church (ship). Indeed, many large
churches are constructed to represent a big boat, with the main worship
space called the nave-Latin for ship.

April 2019
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

5

6

Mission & Witness
11 AM

Bible Study 12:30
Chess Club 3 PM
Kids’ Easter Music
6-7 PM

Executive Committee
5 PM
Spiritual Life Group
7 PM @ Michel

Spiritual Life Group
1 PM @ church
Gifts for Parents
Planning mtg at St.
Mark’s UMC 6 PM

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

Sunday School 9 AM
Worship 10 AM
Baptism Class 11:30 A
CROP Walk 1 PM
Youth Group 3-5 PM
Spiritual Life Group
3:30 PM @ Feaver

Spiritual Life Group
7 PM @ Michel

Spiritual Life Group
1 PM @ church

Bible Study 12:30
Chess Club 3 PM
Kids’ Easter Music
6-7 PM
Strings & Singers
7 PM

Clergy Cluster @ 12
PM
Arrow Chapter Mtg.
7 PM

Youth Group
6-10 PM

Church Workday
10 AM—5 PM

15

16

17

18

19

20

Hannah Circle 1 PM
Spiritual Life Group
7 PM @ Michel

Spiritual Life Group
1 PM @ church

CRC @ 10 AM
@ UU Society
Bible Study 12:30
Chess Club 3 PM
Kids’ Easter Music
6-7 PM

Maundy Thursday
Ladies Night Out:
Longhorn Stk. House
@ 5:30 PM
Soup Supper 6 PM
Worship Service
7 PM

Self Guided Prayer
11 AM—1 PM,
5—7 PM

22

23

24

25

26

Scouts: 3, 6, & 7 PM

14

Youth Sunday

Sunday School 9 AM
Worship 10 AM
Spiritual Life Group
3:30 PM @ Feaver

Scouts: 3, 6, & 7 PM

21

EASTER

Sunrise Service
6:17 AM
Breakfast 8:30 AM
Egg Hunt 9 AM
Worship 10 AM
Scouts: 3, 6, & 7 PM

Ministry Visioning
Team 9 AM

Bible Study 12:30
Women Clergy
Chess Club 3 PM
10 AM
Strings & Singers 7 FCC Book Club at Pat
PM
Arnold’s 7 PM

Jill out of town

28
Sunday School 9 AM
Worship 10 AM

Youth-/ Taco
Fundraiser 11:15
Scouts: 3, 6, & 7 PM

29

30
Ministry Visioning
Team 10 AM

27

Grds. 3—12 Youth in Newton
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