THIS WEEK AT FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
For the Week of March 24, 2021
A Note from Your Pastor
Friends,
I remember hearing years ago that spring can be the most difficult time for people who are struggling with
depression, loneliness, suicidal thoughts, and more. I don’t recall where I heard this but I remember the
explanation was that some of the very things that lift the spirits of many of us - longer days, warmer weather,
greening grass, the ability to be outdoors, budding flowers - can feel discouraging to those who are caught in
feelings of hopelessness, depression, sadness. Sometimes these “good signs” that many of us cling to only cause
others to feel further disconnected.
I find myself wondering if this isn’t additionally true as we see the “light at the end of the tunnel” with the
COVID pandemic. I have read several articles that have talked about how this might very well be the most
difficult time for many people as we begin to envision a return to things we miss but are not quite there, and as
we have to come to terms with how some things may never be as we remember them. I think of this every time I
do a “happy dance” upon hearing that someone I know got a vaccine, but then realize how many people are still
waiting or how many lives were ended due to COVID before the vaccines were available.
I also recognize my privilege so often. While this year has presented challenges for sure, my family and I have
been fine. While I am always ready for longer days of sunshine, the short days and long nights don’t impact my
ability to be okay. While I sometimes have to wait for things I long for, I live with the knowledge that anything I
need will be accessible to me.
Friends, in this time, perhaps more than any other, it is important to be aware of those who are hurting and
struggling. It is important that we do our best to create safe spaces for people to be honest about their struggles
as well as their joys. It is important that we put on our listening ears and let people tell their own stories rather
than assuming we already know.
Not only are we moving from winter to spring...not only are we making more steps forward in the fight against
COVID...but we are doing this in a polarized world where listening is not a skill we use often enough; where too
many people are dismissed because of their skin color, ethnic heritage, sexual orientation, gender, gender
identity, economic status, or some other part of who they are. We are doing this at a time when we have all had
to learn new skills, where fear has been heightened, where we wake up expecting shootings, natural disasters,
death counts, and other terrible things to be in the headlines.
There are so many ways we live in the “already...not yet” of life. And that theme is part of our faith as well. Our
faith is one that claims that God’s intention for the world is wholeness and goodness...we see this already
happening in so many ways and not yet the reality in others. Even the story that we are anticipating as Holy
Week and Easter near is an “already...not yet” story of a person who lived most fully God’s intention but for
whom the world was not ready, in fact, who the world rejected.
I wonder what the world might look like if we who are followers of Jesus truly lived in his ways.

I wonder what might happen if we interacted with others as if they were already beloved children of God
(because they are) even in a world that keeps saying, “not yet” to them.
I wonder what might happen if we found ways to live in the “already” of God’s kin-dom even as we kept on
doing the work of recognizing the ways it is “not yet” fully present.
I wonder how we might live and love in ways that move our world a little more closely to the heart of God.
Be well, Jill 319-665-2276 (home)
If you are on Facebook and have not yet joined the “First Christian Church of Iowa City Connection” group,
please contact any of your pastors to join. This private group is a place to share and connect with others from
FCC.
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Mark Your Calendars...
Lent: A Season of Prayerful Engagement
The final Practicing Prayer session is tonight at 7pm. Beth Pelton will be leading us in a session
talking about movement as part of our prayer life. To sign on use this Zoom link.

FCC Book Club
The Giver of Stars by Jojo Moyes is
historical fiction based on the Kentucky
Pack Horse Librarians. Set in the 1930's,
it focuses on strong women.
Join in the discussion of the book on Zoom on March 25
at 7 p.m. You can use the provided link or call in using
the phone number. Hope you’ll join us for good
conversation.

Holy Week and Easter
Worship
We will share Holy Week worship together on Thursday, April 1 at 7pm. This service
will be posted on YouTube or you can sign in to Zoom
to join others for worship.
On Easter Sunday (April 4), we will share worship on
Zoom at 10am. For Easter only
we will do breakout rooms
BEFORE worship at 9:30am. You
can also access the worship
service through YouTube any
time after 10am.

Easter Offering: March 28 and April 4
The Easter Offering supports the general ministries of
the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) who develop
congregational resources, support leaders, connect
with partners around the world, and more. Give by
mailing a check or using the “donate” button.

College Scholarships Available
from FCC
It's time to apply for higher education
scholarships awarded by First Christian Church
for the 2021 fall semester. Scholarships are
available from two funds within the church and
are made available through the generosity of
persons who came before you, and who were
firm believers in the benefits of higher
education. Deadline for applications is Monday, May 3, 2021.
Click on the following links below to learn the
requirements and locate application
forms: https://icdisciples.org/
helen_gay_scholarship & https://icdisciples.org/
sunier_scholarship. Both may be reached
through the Children & Youth page on the
website or you can request paper copies be
mailed to you from the church office.

Outdoor Worship to Begin
Beginning Sunday, April 11, we will have
outdoor worship at the church at 10am. The
plan will be to have outdoor worship each
Sunday unless the weather prevents it. We will
continue to offer worship on Zoom for those
who are not yet comfortable gathering and
those who are unable to gather in person.
Worship will also continue to be posted to
YouTube each week. This plan is currently set
through the end of May at which point we will
be re-evaluating our practices.
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Join Bible Study on
Wednesdays using Zoom.
We meet at 12noon each
Wednesday.
Upcoming scriptures:



March 24 - John 20:1-18 and Mark 16:1-8

Thursday evening at 8pm on Zoom for both fun

March 31 - John 20:19-31

and meaningful conversation.


FCC Connect - Thursdays @ 6pm

Sunday School (preschool through 5th
graders) meets each Sunday morning at 9am on
Zoom (note the time change from last fall)

Join us for a time of conversation with friends from
FCC. We gather on Zoom each Thursday at 6pm.


Join us every week or once in a while.

QuaranTEENS (6th-12th graders) meets each

JYF (3rd-5th graders) meets once a month on
Zoom on the following upcoming Wednesday
nights from 6-7pm: March 24, April 21 and May
19.

Join Us for Worship Each Sunday


To join us on Zoom, log in between 9:45 and
10am for worship followed by fellowship with old
and new friends.



You can also find weekly worship on YouTube.

Please note that for security, Zoom links for
meetings involving children and youth are
distributed to our mailing list via email only. If you
aren’t receiving the emails and would like to take
part, contact Kara @ icdisciple.kids@gmail.com

Registration is Open...Staff and volunteers at the Christian
Conference Center in Newton are working diligently to plan for this coming summer. Additional safety
protocols are being developed related to COVID-19. FCC will cover 50% of the cost of registration for
participating families, and more if needed. There are options for all ages and interests. Contact Kara
at icdisciples.kids@gmail.com or learn more here: https://www.uppermidwestcc.org/summer-camp

A NEW SPRING

Botanists say that trees need the powerful March winds to flex their trunks and main branches,
so that the sap is drawn up to nourish the budding leaves. Perhaps we need the gales of life in
the same way, though we dislike enduring them. A blustery period in our fortunes is often the
prelude to a new spring of life and health, success and
happiness, when we keep steadfast in faith and look to the
good in spite of appearances.
—Jane Truax
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Worship Guide for Sunday Worship
Each week we post an electronic worship service on YouTube (and gather together on Zoom). The new service is
available beginning at 10am on Sunday. The worship guide below will function as a bulletin for those watching the
worship service and can also be used independently by those who cannot or choose not to access YouTube.
In preparation for participating in worship, you are invited to gather food and drink to take at communion time.
Remember, these don’t have to be bread and juice or wine. You may also want to have a candle nearby to light.

March 28, 2021 - Sixth Sunday in Lent/Palm Sunday
Greeting
Congregational Singing - “All Glory, Laud, and Honor”
Prayer - During the season of Lent we will be incorporating music into our time of prayer.
We will sing together “The Lord’s Prayer”
Children’s Moment
Scripture - Mark 11:1-11
When they were approaching Jerusalem, at Bethphage and Bethany, near the Mount of Olives, he sent two of his
disciples and said to them, “Go into the village ahead of you, and immediately as you enter it, you will find tied
there a colt that has never been ridden; untie it and bring it. If anyone says to you, ‘Why are you doing this?’ just
say this, ‘The Lord needs it and will send it back here immediately.’” They went away and found a colt tied near a
door, outside in the street. As they were untying it, some of the bystanders said to them, “What are you doing,
untying the colt?” They told them what Jesus had said; and they allowed them to take it. Then they brought the
colt to Jesus and threw their cloaks on it; and he sat on it. Many people spread their cloaks on the road, and others
spread leafy branches that they had cut in the fields. Then those who went ahead and those who followed were
shouting, “Hosanna! Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord! Blessed is the coming kingdom of our
ancestor David! Hosanna in the highest heaven!” Then he entered Jerusalem and went into the temple; and when
he had looked around at everything, as it was already late, he went out to Bethany with the twelve.
Sermon - Seeing Beyond the Parade
Palm Sunday is more than a parade day. It is an opportunity to decide again if we will follow Jesus. It is an
opportunity to ask again what following Jesus mean. What does it mean to you to follow Jesus?
Offering
We appreciate all who are continuing their financial commitment to FCC using the USPS or the “Donate” button.
We also encourage you to consider other ways you can be an offering to the community and our world.

Communion
As you take communion, use this moment to commit your body again to God’s work and to invite God’s loving spirit
to flow through you.
Congregational Singing - “O Christ, the Way, the Truth, the Life”
Benediction

Thank you to those who joined our staff in leading worship this past Sunday. Leaders included:
Cory and Thea Coobs (Scripture Readers), Mark & Joy Clark and Tad Goldner (Music), Carla MelbyOetken (Communion Prayer).
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Sunday School
9AM @ Zoom
Online Worship @
10 AM
Palm Pictures @
church 1:30 - 3:30
Spiritual Life Group
@ Zoom 4 PM
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5
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13
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27

Palm Pictures @
church 12-1 PM &
5-6 PM
Spiritual Life Group
@ Zoom 6 PM

Spiritual Life Group
@ Zoom 7 PM

Bible Study @ Zoom
12 Noon
JYF @ Zoom 6 PM
Practicing Prayer @
Zoom 7 PM

Women Clergy @
Zoom 10 AM
FCC Connect @
Zoom 6 PM
FCC Book Club @
Zoom 7 PM
Quaran Teens @
Zoom 8 PM

28

29

30

31

Palm Sunday
Sunday School
9AM @ Zoom
Online Worship @
10 AM

Spiritual Life Group
@ Zoom 6 PM
Return to the
Building Task Force
@ Zoom 7 PM

Trustees (Insurance)
Mtg @ Zoom
5:15 PM

Bible Study @ Zoom
12 Noon
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4
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5

Tue

6

EASTER
Sunday School
9AM @ Zoom
Online Worship @
Zoom & YouTube
10 AM

11

12

13

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

MAUNDY
THURSDAY
Worship @ Zoom
7 PM
Quaran Teens @
Zoom 8 PM

GOOD FRIDAY

7

8

9

10

Bible Study @
Zoom 12 Noon

FCC Connect @
Zoom 6 PM
Quaran Teens @
Zoom 8 PM

14

15

16

17

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
(DISCIPLES OF CHRIST)
900 LINCOLNSHIRE PLACE
CORALVILLE, IA 52241-3615

Our regular schedule will
resume when it is safe to do so
For now we are worshipping virtually.


Each week a new worship service is
posted to our YouTube Channel at
10am on Sunday.



You are also welcome to join others
on Zoom on Sunday mornings at
9:45am. There we will share
fellowship and conversation as well as
watch the worship service.

All other meetings are also virtual.
For links or assistance, contact Pastor Jill.

