THIS WEEK AT FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
For the week of March 20, 2019

A Note From Your Pastor
Dear Friends,
Another week, another tragedy in the news. Sometimes it just feels like too much. Sometimes it feels like there is
nothing we can do so we bury our heads in the sand. Sometimes it feels like we want someone to blame so we take
comfort that we aren’t like the perpetrator or we blame the victim. Sometimes we don’t know what to do so we say a
few prayers and sit back and wait for the next horror filled headline. Sometimes we let stories of tragedy deepen the
seemingly cavernous distance between us and those who are different from us.
As Christians we are in the season of Lent. This is the season when we follow Jesus toward the cross. This is the
season when we remember the last stories of Jesus’ life as the tensions between he and the religious and
governmental authorities increased. This is the season when Jesus continues to model for us choosing love even
when it means great risk to him. This is the season that, if we are paying attention, should really challenge us as we
seek to live in Jesus’ way...it should cause us to ask difficult questions about the actions and inactions we choose.
This excerpt came from an article titled, “God Did Not Kill Jesus on the Cross for Our Sins” by Mark Sandlin. He
writes, “Sin is any action which separates us from God. The actions that separate us from God are unloving actions.
Jesus came to teach us that the Law was designed to help us avoid those kinds of unloving actions. He also came to
show us what the fullness of love looks like in action. It looks like healing people who are hurt. It looks like feeding
people who are hungry. It looks like loving people who are shunned. It looks like defending people who are
overwhelmed. It looks like friends sharing food together. It looks like grieving over the loss of a friend. It looks like a
conversation over a drink of cool water. It looks like helping the celebration along at a wedding. It looks like helping
the lost find meaning in life. It looks like a man, hanging from a tree, because the threat of death from the most
powerful government on the face of the planet was not enough to subdue his love for those who were being taken
advantage of. Did Jesus die to save us from our sins? Yes, but it wasn’t a moment that erased our sins by some
mystical magic show from above. Jesus’ death showed us how far love will go, what love looks like when it is played
out to its fullest. And it showed us that, if we truly choose to follow, it can save us from our sins.”
Friends, following Jesus is about a commitment to choose love. It is about a commitment to work for the good of the
other, especially the oppressed, pushed aside, left out, taken advantage of, victimized, powerless other. It is about
doing this even when it means risk to us. It is about doing this even when it isn’t popular and isn’t easy. It is about
doing this not in one moment, but about shaping our lives to reflect God’s love in all that we do, in our interactions,
in the way we use our resources and power. It is about paying enough attention and being honest enough that we can
even confess when we don’t love well.
We sometimes want to tell ourselves faith is easy. We want to be able to check it off our to do list at 11 o’clock on
Sunday morning. We want to sit comfortably in the sanctuary, sing favorite songs and see good friends and then go
on with our daily life. But, this season of Lent and the state of our world and the example of Jesus all remind us that
faith is a journey that asks us every day in every way to keep choosing love.
I hope to see you Sunday,

Jill

I will be out of town Thursday - Saturday for a quick Spring Break trip. If you have pastoral care needs, please
contact Linda Flinn (319-499-8411) or the church office (319-337-4181).

March 24 Is the Last Sunday To…




Bring books to donate for the Shelter House Book
Sale.
Bring diapers to donate for the Coralville Food
Pantry.

Habitat Interfaith Build
Groundbreaking—March 24 at 2pm
Join friends from FCC and other faith communities at the
groundbreaking for the Habitat Interfaith Build at 2664
Blazing Star Drive, IC.
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UPCOMING EVENTS
Wednesday Bible Study meets at
12:30pm each week.
March 20 - Luke 22:54b-62
March 27 - Luke 23:1-7, 11, 13-25

LADIES’ NIGHT OUT
Ladies, join together for an evening of good
food and conversation on March 21 at
Pagliai’s Pizza, Iowa City, at 5:30pm.

Children, Youth, and Families
Wednesdays, March 27, April 3, 10 & 17: Children’s Choir
Practice for Palm Sunday and Easter
Friday, March 29, 6-9pm: Youth group prep for Youth Sunday
Questions? Contact Kara icdisciple.kids@gmail.com

FCC BOOK CLUB
This month, we are reading a novel
The Extraordinary Life of Sam
Hell, by Robert Dugoni. The story
of Sam's early life with ocular albinism gives way to
that of his life 40 years later, and great story telling
links the two. We'll discuss the book on March 28 at 7
p.m. at Laurie Dahms’ house.

MARCH POT LUCK DINNER
Join us on Sunday, March 31 for our
monthly Pot Luck Dinner. Bring a dish to
share. Stay and enjoy conversation and fellowship.
We are still looking for some people to help before and
after the pot luck, click this link or call the church office.

Calling All Gardeners
Sabra Fleck will be hosting a conversation for all who are
interested in helping with gardening and grounds here at
FCC. Join her during March 31 Pot Luck (look for table
marked “Gardening/Grounds”) or contact her at
sabra4@me.com.

Do You Knit, Crochet or Quilt?
Here’s an Opportunity for You!
The Hannah Circle is taking on the challenge from
Disciples Women to create finger labyrinths for
General Assembly and they would like to share that
opportunity with you. Labyrinths are tools for
prayer. Often they are built so people can walk the
path, but finger labyrinths allow people to use them
while remaining seated. These will be shared at
General Assembly in Des Moines this summer. If you
would like to help create some, patterns are
available in the narthex at church. Labyrinths are
due back to FCC by May 15.

Calling All College Students:
Scholarships Are Available
First Christian Church has two college scholarships
available. The deadline for applying for the 2019-20
school year is May 1. Applications are available in the
church office. More information about the
requirements will be in next week’s newsletter.

Support our CROP Walkers
Many from FCC will be walking in the
CROP Walk on April 7. Look for
walkers to be collecting donations at
a table in the narthex the next three Sundays.

The Men of the Church are Serving
Up Easter Breakfast
April 21 is Easter and part of that day’s festivities is our
annual Easter Breakfast. Dale Kepler is heading up the
efforts and is looking for 10 - 12 volunteers to help
everything run smoothly. You can contact Dale at
Dale.Kepler@collins.com or at church to volunteer. More
information coming soon.
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Opportunities with
Habitat for Humanity
We have been talking about the upcoming Habitat
Interfaith Build, but want to remind you that there are
other opportunities as well. In addition to the
Interfaith Build, there is a Women Build House this
spring. The Habitat Restore is another opportunity for
volunteers. Visit this page on the Habitat website to
see the calendar of opportunities as well as a
description of the work.

Helping Hands Can
Work For You
Helping Hands is a program of Habitat for Humanity
which offers critical repairs and aging in place
modifications (such an ramps) for those who meet the
following criteria: 1) own your home and live in
Johnson Co., 2) have a need for affordable repairs or
modifications, and 3) meet income criteria (household
of 1: less than $47,600; household of 2: less than
$54,400; household of 3: less than $61, 200).
Contact the Habitat office at (319) 337-8949
for more information.

SHELTER HOUSE BOOK SALE
March 30 and 31
We have been collecting donations for the annual Shelter House Book Sale and now it is nearly time to go
shopping, find some new reads, and support Shelter House’s important services.
The Book Sale will run Saturday, March 30 (10:30am—4pm) and Sunday, March 31 (12noon—4pm) at the
Johnson County Fairgrounds, Bldg. C (4261 Oak Crest Hill Rd. SE, Iowa City).
All proceeds from the book sale benefit the Shelter House and the services provided for homeless clients.

Sunday, March 24, 2019
Scripture: Luke 22:47-48, 54a
Sermon: Voices in Jesus’ Story - Judas

CHRISTIAN SYMBOL
Pelican
In the Middle Ages, the pelican came to represent Jesus'
sacrifice of his blood for the world. According to legend, a
mother pelican, in times of famine, would pluck open her
chest and feed her young with her own blood. An alternate
myth was that she fed her dying young with her blood to
revive them, losing her own life in the process. The depiction of a pelican with a drop of blood on her chest is called
"the pelican in her piety."

Sun

Mon

Tue

BIRTHDAYS:

4

Sunday School 9 AM
Worship 10 AM
AH Bible Study 11:15
Youth Group 4-7PM
Scouts 6 & 7 PM

10

Sunday School 9 AM
Worship 10 AM
Baptism/Confirmation
Class 11:30 AM

Thu

ANNIVERSARY:

22-Jay Thomas
3-Linda Flinn
25-Ian Brownsberger
5-Olivia Bogs
26-Jane John
7-Vic Edwards
27-Amir Jalilian10-Victoria Threlkeld
Nosraty
13-Thea Coobs

3

Wed
Kent & Rebecca
Clark—31st

5

6

7

Staff Mtg. 10 AM
Elders 6:30 PM

Bible Study 12:30
Chess Club 3 PM
Worship 6:30 PM
*Ash Wednesday

Stewardship &
Finance 3:30 PM

11

*Spiritual Life
Group

12

13

Group

Bible Study 12:30
Chess Club 3 PM
Strings & Singers
7 PM

*Spiritual Life
BOARD Mtg.
7 PM

Set Clocks
Forward 1 hour!

14

15

16

22

23

Mission & Witness
Mtg. 10:30 AM
Clergy Cluster @
Vespa 12 PM
Youth Group 6-8PM
Arrow Chapter Mtg.
7 PM

20

21

Sunday School 9 AM
Worship 10 AM

Hannah Circle 1 PM

Staff Mtg 10 AM
Worship Comm.
Mtg. 6:30 PM

CRC @ St Thomas
More 10 AM
Bible Study 12:30
Chess Club 3 PM

Ladies’ Night Out
5:30 PM
@ Pagliai’s

*Spiritual Life

*Spiritual Life Group
Scouts: 3, 6, & 7 PM

Group

24

25

Baptism/Confirmation
Class 11:30 AM
*Spiritual Life Group
Scouts 6 & 7 PM

*Spiritual Life

-Pastor Jill out of town-

Group

*Spiritual Life
Group

26

*Spiritual Life
Group

9
Youth Group 5-8PM

19

Sunday School 9 AM
Worship 10 AM
Pot-Luck 11:15 AM

2

8

18

31

1

CYF Retreat 9th thru 12th grades, in
Newton back on 3/3/2019

17

Sunday School 9 AM
Worship 10 AM
Habitat Ground
Breaking 2 PM
*Spiritual Life Group
Scouts 6 & 7 PM

Sat

Open Sanctuary 12-1
Prayers & Ashes 5-6:30

*Spiritual Life Group
Scouts: 3, 6, & 7 PM

Baptism/Confirmation
Class 11:30 AM

Fri

27

28

Bible Study 12:30
Chess Club 3 PM
Kid’s Choir 6 PM
Trustees Mtg. 6 PM
Strings & Singers
7 PM

FCC Book Club 7PM
@ Laurie Dahms

* Ash Wednesday,
Sanctuary open /
ashes available 12
to 1 PM and 5 to
6:30 PM

29

30

Youth Group 6-9PM

*

SPIRITUAL LIFE GROUP:

March 10, 17, 24, and 31 – 3:30 PM – at Jon Feaver’s home.
March 11, 18, and 25 – 7 PM – at Jill Michel’s home.
March 12, 19, and 26 – 1 PM – at the church.

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
(DISCIPLES OF CHRIST)
900 LINCOLNSHIRE PLACE
CORALVILLE, IA 52241-3615

Sunday Services:
9 AM Sunday School
10 AM Church Service
11 AM Coffee/Fellowship
Church Office Hours:
Monday thru Friday 9AM to 1PM
Phone #: 319-337-4181
Staff:

Pastor: Rev. Jill Cameron Michel
(home) 319-665-2276 (cell) 417-439-7391
icdisciple.pastor@gmail.com
Office Administrator: Peggy Bothell
icdisciple.sec@gmail.com
Music Director: Laura Kittrell
icdisciple.music@gmail.com
Director of Christian Formation: Kara Seaton

icdisciple.kids@gmail.com
Janitorial: Michael Hull
m.hull84@yahoo.com

