THIS WEEK AT FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
For the week of MARCH 18, 2020
A Note from Your Pastor
Dear ones,
Know that you are being held close to our hearts and constantly in prayer. As we listen to the
updates and recommendations regarding best practices in the face of COVID-19, your pastoral staff and
executive committee have made some decisions regarding First Christian ministries and meetings in the
coming weeks. None of the decisions have been made lightly, but with the health of each of you and our
community in mind. Please read this information carefully.
We will not hold in-person worship services for the next three Sundays (through April 5).
We will do, similar to last Sunday, a service which you can access electronically on your phone, tablet or
computer. Each Sunday morning at 10am a new worship service will appear on YouTube. We also
intend to post other brief videos occasionally to keep you in touch with friends you aren’t seeing in
person. Whenever something new is posted we will put a link on Facebook. You can also access our
channel on YouTube using this link: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCd76kn4RbaYl86nLc2HPGnw.
Once you access it, you might want to save the link or subscribe to the channel.
In addition to worship, we will not be having other face-to-face meetings through April 5.
This includes planning meetings, Bible study and Spiritual Life Groups. Many of these meetings will still
happen electronically through the meeting website Zoom. While this is not ideal for everyone, it is an
alternative we are grateful to have in this time. If you are in a group or on a committee, you should
receive further instruction from the leader. If this is the first time you have used Zoom, you will likely
need to download something to your computer or phone and after that will just need to click a link. If you
need assistance, please ask. There is also an option to call in to Zoom meetings (although it is a long
distance number) for those without video capability.
At this point the staff continues to work at the church as usual and office hours remain Monday –
Thursday, 9am – noon. This will continue unless any of us show symptoms or other
recommendations change. If you need anything, you are welcome to call or stop by (please only come
by if you are healthy).
It will be important for us to keep connected to each other when we aren’t seeing one another.
Please remember to call or email to check on people from church. While your pastoral staff and elders
will also be doing this, more points of contact will be helpful to many who are isolated.
And we encourage you to remember your broader community as well. The weeks and months
ahead will add stress for many who are struggling financially. We encourage you, as you can, to support
the food pantry nearest you and other agencies like CommUnity Crisis Services (formerly Crisis Center)
that offer various forms of emergency assistance. Please check with these agencies before donating
because many of them are changing what donations they will take or how they can receive them.
The church also continues to need your support. Please pray daily for your church, the
membership and leadership. And we appreciate each of you who is committed to continuing your
financial support of FCC. You can do this through your own bank’s online bill pay, by requesting an ACH
form from the church office to give the church permission to request the funds, or by mailing a check to
the church. We are looking into an option for online giving and will update you when that is in place.
While we miss seeing one another and sharing hugs together, even COVID-19 cannot separate
us. We remain hopeful that we will be together soon, but in the meanwhile, we are holding you close in
our hearts. We will continue to send updates as things change.
Be well, Jill
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UPCOMING EVENTS
Join Bible Study on Wednesdays at
12:30 pm. For the near future, Bible
Study will meet using the online
platform ZOOM. If you have
questions, please contact Pastor Jill.
If you would like to join, use this link.
Upcoming scriptures:



Chi Rho/CYF Community Group: 6th-12th
graders are invited to meet with Rebecca & Kent
Clark on Monday evenings (thru April) from
7-8pm using the online video platform Zoom.



Youth Spiritual Life Group: 6-12th graders are
meeting on Sundays from 4:00-5:30pm during
Lent using Zoom.



Check your email each week for a Lenten
Devotional for your family during this time that
we are not able to meet face-to-face.

March 18 -Matthew 10:42
March 25-Psalm 23

MAKE NOTE:
Ladies Night Out and FCC Book Club
have cancelled their meetings at this time due to the
COVID-19 risks.

Update: Birthday Bags
Even though the COVID-19 risk is making gathering
more difficult, we would still like to keep our
commitment to putting together 20 birthday bags for
children whose families are served at Coralville Food
Pantry. In fact, right now these little birthday joys
might be even more important to those families.
If you have picked up a tag and can still purchase
your item(s) please do so and then deliver them to
FCC or call and we will pick them up.
If you have picked up a tag but won’t be able to
purchase the item(s), please call the church and let
us know what item(s) you had chosen. We can either
let someone else purchase them or you can send the
money to FCC and we can do the shopping.
If you haven’t yet picked up a tag but would like to,
use this link or call the church office to claim the
item(s) you want to purchase (please do so before
March 31) and then bring them to FCC or call so we
can pick them up.

Mark your calendars
for Sunday, June 7

through Thursday, June
11, 2020; family meal at
5:30pm followed by programming from 68pm. Children who are 4 years old through 5th
grade (completed) at the time of VBS are invited
to take part in the fun, friends, games, crafts,
activities and more...all while experiencing God's
awesome love. REGISTER KIDS HERE
There are opportunities for older youth and adults
to volunteer. SIGN UP TO VOLUNTEER

We continue to look forward to and plan for an
amazing summer camp experience at the Christian
Conference Center in Newton this year. All are asked
to register by May 1. Registration is online, so be sure
to sign up now! There are options for kids who have
completed 2nd-12th grades, as well as family camp and
more! FCC covers 50% of the cost for our
participating kids, youth and families.
Contact Kara Seaton
icdisciple.kids@gmail.com if you need more
info or to coordinate with others on camp weeks.
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50th Anniversary Celebration Postponed: Due to the COVID-19 risk,
Gayle and Joann Cuppy’s anniversary party is being postponed. More info will come later.

Been Around FCC Since the
‘40s or ‘50s?
Maybe You Can Help...
UPDATE: Due to community risk of COVID-19, the
CROP Walk has been cancelled. We are still
encouraging people to register and raise money
because this necessary cancellation will mean less
money for our local Food Bank as well as causes
beyond our community.
To register: Visit the CROP Walk website, register to
walk in the Johnson Co. Walk, then join the First
Christian Church team. If you have questions or can’t
get connected with the team, ask Pastor Jill.
You can also still pick up a donation envelope at church
and collect cash/checks from friends and family if you
are in situations where you are still seeing people.
If you are not registering for the CROP Walk, consider
supporting one of the FCC walkers with a donation.
You can visit our team page and make a donation
electronically.
You may also want to take a walk alone or with a small
group on March 29 (when the walk was scheduled) to
remember those who walk daily for food and water.

David Hudson, our church historian, received the
following correspondence and wonders if
anyone else can help:
My name is John Richard and I am a researcher
and filmmaker living in Iowa City. I am working
on a project about the Iowa Mountaineers, a
mountain climbing club that was founded in
1940 at the University of Iowa.
One member of the club was Earl Carter. He was
an African American man who I believe was a
member of First Christian Church in Iowa City,
according to a few newspaper records that I
have found. He arrived in Iowa City around 1938
and died in 1963.
I was wondering if you ever met or heard of him?
Any help you can give me to learn more about
him would be greatly appreciated!
If you know anything about Mr. Carter, please
contact David Hudson (319-512-2515).

CHRISTIAN SYMBOL
In ancient times, the lamp was more than a light for darkness. It was also a
symbol of learning, knowledge, wisdom and enlightenment. Today the lamp
still represents those attributes, but more specifically it represents the Word of
God. “Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path” (Psalm 119:105,
NRSV).

This Week at First Christian Church

March 18, 2020

Worship Guide for Sunday Worship
During this time when we are unable to worship face-to-face, we will post an electronic worship service on
YouTube each week. The service will be available beginning at 10am on Sunday. The worship guide below will
function as a bulletin for those who are watching the worship service. For those who cannot or choose not to
access the electronic worship service, the worship guide below can be used independently.
In preparation for participating in worship, you are invited to gather some sort of food and drink to take at
communion time. Remember, these don’t have to be bread and juice or wine. The early church used these
elements because they were the common food of their day.

March 22, 2020 - The Broken Cup
Greeting

Prayer
Take a moment to center yourself.
Pray for the people and situations that are in need of God’s presence. Pray for your church community, for
those you miss seeing during this time when we are separated, for those who are at high risk of COVID-19.
In this season of Lent, spend some time confessing your sin and seeking God’s forgiveness. Ask God to help
guide you toward a more faithful life.
Scripture - Psalm 77
Only selected verses are printed here. You may choose to read the entire psalm using your Bible or Bible app.
I cry aloud to God, aloud to God, that he may hear me. In the day of my trouble I seek the Lord; in the night
my hand is stretched out without wearying; my soul refuses to be comforted. I think of God, and I moan; I
meditate, and my spirit faints. … “Will the Lord spurn forever, and never again be favorable? Has his steadfast
love ceased forever? Are his promises at an end for all time?...” … I will call to mind the deeds of the Lord; I
will remember your wonders of old.
Sermon - The Broken Cup
Consider the following questions:
 Where are your places of brokenness? What situations in life have hurt you in ways that you fear you
won’t recover?
 Are you willing to talk to God about them? Are you willing to express your anger, disappointment, or
sorrow?
 Do you find comfort from the psalmist who, even when feeling abandoned, remembers God’s works and
holds on to hope?
Offering
During this time we appreciate all who are continuing their financial commitment to FCC. We also encourage
you to consider other ways you can be an offering to our congregation, your community and our world.
Consider people who might need a word of kindness, people you might help if you are healthy, ways you can
support community organizations that are dealing directly with the community impact of COVID-10.
Communion
It is broken bread and juice poured out that we usually share at communion—symbols of the willingness of
Jesus to give himself over on behalf of the world. As you take the elements of communion you have in your
home, use this moment to commit your body again to God’s work and to invite God’s loving spirit to flow
through you.
Sung Blessing - Be Not Afraid

Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

Staff Mtg 10 AM
Spiritual Life Group
@ Seaton12:30 PM
Spiritual Life Group
@ Davidson 7 PM

Bible Study
12:30 PM
MPT (Jan-Apr 2020)
6 PM
Strings & Singers 7
PM

Strings & Singers
Executive Committee
8:30 AM
5:30 PM
Sun School 9 AM
Youth Community
Worship 10 AM
Group 7 PM
Elders 11:30 AM
Pack 2000 3 PM
Spiritual Life Group
Youth & Adult 4 PM
Scouts 6 &7 PM

REMIINDER: Change
your clocks before
going to bed

8

9

10

11

12

Strings & Singers
8:30 AM
Sun School 9 AM
Worship 10 AM
Pride Plan. 11:30 AM
Spiritual Life Group
Youth & Adult 4 PM
Scouts 6 &7 PM

Youth Community
Group 7 PM

Spiritual Life Group
@ Seaton 12:30 PM
MPT (May-August)
6 PM
Spiritual Life Group
@ Davidson 7 PM

Bible Study
12:30 PM
Finance Team
6:15 PM

Cluster 12 @ 12 PM
Arrow Chapter 7 PM

15

16

17

18

Spiritual Life Group
@ Zoom 12:30 PM

Bible Study @ Zoom
12:30

Online Worship @
YouTube 10 AM
Spiritual Life Group
Youth & Adult 4 PM
Scouts 6 &7 PM

13

14

19

20

21

27

28

JYF 6 PM @ FCC

22

23

24

25

26

Online Worship @
YouTube 10 AM
Spiritual Life Group
Youth & Adult @
Zoom 4 PM

Youth Community
Group @ Zoom 7 PM

Staff Mtg 10 AM
Spiritual Life Group
@ Zoom 12:30 PM

Bible Study @ Zoom
12:30 PM

Women Clergy @
Zoom 10 AM
Elders @ Zoom 6 PM

29

30

31

Online Worship @
YouTube 10 AM
Spiritual Life Group
Youth & Adult @
Zoom 4 PM

Youth Community
Group @ Zoom 7 PM

Spiritual Life Group
@ Zoom 12:30 PM

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
(DISCIPLES OF CHRIST)
900 LINCOLNSHIRE PLACE
CORALVILLE, IA 52241-3615

Sunday Services:
10 AM Church Service
11 AM Coffee/Fellowship
Church Office Hours:
Monday thru Thursday 9AM to 12PM
Phone #: 319-337-4181
Staff:

Pastor: Jill Cameron Michel
(home) 319-665-2276 (cell) 417-439-7391
icdisciple.pastor@gmail.com
Office Administrator: Peggy Bothell
icdisciple.sec@gmail.com
Minister of Music & Worship: Laura Kittrell
icdisciple.music@gmail.com
Minister of Children, Youth & Families: Kara Seaton

icdisciple.kids@gmail.com
Janitorial: Michael Hull
m.hull84@yahoo.com

Reflection on Lent
I imagine Lent for you and for me as a great
departure from the greedy, anxious
anti-neighborliness of our economy, a great
departure from our exclusionary politics that
fears the other, a great departure from
self-indulgent consumerism that devours
creation. And then an arrival in a new
neighborhood, because it is a gift to be simple,
it is a gift to be free; it is a gift to come down
where we ought to be.
Walter Brueggemann
A Way Other Than Our Own: Devotions for Lent

