THIS WEEK AT FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
For the Week of FEBRUARY 24, 2021
A Note from Your Pastor
Friends,
As we being this Lenten journey and continue to reflect on last Sunday’s passage from Mark 1:9-15, I share with
you Jan Richardson’s poem “Beloved Is Where We Begin” from her book Circle of Grace: A Book of Blessings
for the Seasons. I share this in hopes that you begin this season, and all seasons, knowing that you are God’s
Beloved.
If you would enter into the wilderness, do not begin without a blessing.
Do not leave without hearing who you are: Beloved,
named by the One who has traveled this path before you.
Do not go without letting it echo in your ears,
and if you find it is hard to let it into your heart, do not despair.
That is what this journey is for.
I cannot promise this blessing will free you
from danger, from fear, from hunger or thirst,
from the scorching of sun or the fall of the night.
But I can tell you that on this path there will be help.

I can tell you that on this way there will be rest.
I can tell you that you will know the strange graces
that come to our aid only on a road such as this,
that fly to meet us bearing comfort and strength,
that come alongside us for no other cause than to lean themselves
toward our ear and with their curious insistence whisper our name:
Beloved. Beloved. Beloved.
May the road ahead be filled with grace, companionship, and the constant knowledge that you are not alone.
Be well,

Jill

319-665-2276 (home)

2021 Congregational Meeting
Please plan to join us for First Christian Church's Annual Meeting on Sunday, February 28 at 11am on Zoom.
Just as we have been able to worship and stay in touch virtually, we will conduct this year's meeting via
Zoom using either the internet/computer or a telephone.
Please use the Zoom link or telephone number along with the Meeting ID and Passcode which have been
provided to FCC friends and members to participate.
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Mark Your Calendars...
FCC Book Club
The Beekeeper of Aleppo by Christy
Lefteri will be the focus of FCC’s
Book Club at 7pm on February 25.
This fiction book is about a journey of a family
leaving Syria for a better life. It hits upon several
themes - family, immigration, dangers of traveling,
love despite hardship, and more.

FCC @ Free Lunch Program
Again this year we will serve at the Free Lunch
Program on Gilbert Ct. in Iowa City. Our first date to
serve is Saturday, February 27. Food donations can
be dropped off at church on Friday, February 26
between 11am and 1pm or pick up/drop off can be
arranged with Mary Curtis.
Questions? Talk to Mary Curtis or another member
of the FLP team.

Registration is Open...Staff and volunteers at
the Christian Conference Center in Newton are working
diligently to plan for this coming summer. Additional
safety protocols are being developed related to COVID19. This is an excellent church camp program that has
much meaning to many of our children, youth and
adults in our congregation! FCC will cover 50% of the
cost of registration for participating families, and more
if needed. There are options for grandparent camp,
family camp, beginner camp (completed 2nd grade),
junior camp (completed 3-5th grade), chi rho
(completed 6-8th grade), CYF camp (complete 9-12th
grades), ADAM (music and drama camp for middle
school/high school) and adventure camp (for middle
school/high school). Learn more here: https://
www.uppermidwestcc.org/summer-camp or contact
Kara at icdisciples.kids@gmail.com.

Join FCC’s Virtual
CROP Walk Team
is the Disciples’ relief, refugee and development
mission fund that works with partners to alleviate
suffering around the world. We are most familiar with
their disaster response work (such as their response
following the derecho), but they do so much more. To
support Week of Compassion mail a check to the
church or use the Donate button on our website.

Sign up to join the team or make a
donation by visiting our FCC Team
page. The event date is April 4, although since there
won’t be a large event, you can walk whenever it
works for you. If you want to be part of a group that
walks together, join the team and then email Pastor
Jill (icdisciple.pastor@gmail.com).

Lent: A Season of Prayerful Engagement
The Practicing Prayer sessions will happen on Wednesday evenings at 7pm beginning February 24
as we explore different prayer practices. Have your prayer packets handy if you plan to sign on to
the Zoom group. Materials can also be used independently using the instructions included. We
will explore prayer beads (2/24), labyrinths (3/3), Praying in Color (3/10), praying scripture (3/17),
and movement and postures (3/24).
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Weekly Ministries
Join Bible Study on
Wednesdays using Zoom.
We meet at 12noon each
Wednesday.
Upcoming scriptures:



Thursday evening at 8pm on Zoom for both fun

February 24 - Mark 10:46-52

and meaningful conversation.

March 3 - Luke 19:1-10


Join us every week or once in a while.

Sunday School (preschool through 5th

graders) meets each Sunday morning at 9am on

FCC Connect - Thursdays @ 6pm
Join us for a time of conversation with friends from
FCC. We gather on Zoom each Thursday at 6pm.

QuaranTEENS (6th-12th graders) meets each

Zoom (note the time change from last fall)


JYF (3rd-5th graders) meets once a month on
Zoom on the following upcoming Wednesday
nights from 6-7pm: March 24, April 21 and May
19.

Join Us for Worship Each Sunday


To join us on Zoom, log in between 9:45 and
10am using the link that has been provided.



You can also find weekly worship on YouTube.

Please note that for security, Zoom links for
meetings involving children and youth are
distributed to our mailing list via email only. If you
aren’t receiving the emails and would like to take
part, contact Kara @ icdisciple.kids@gmail.com

SOURCE OF SIGNIFICANCE
Christian rapper Lecrae Moore, known simply as Lecrae, grew up without a father figure and wrestled with low
self-worth. Searching for a place to fit in, he turned to drugs and gangs. When his mother encouraged him to read
the Bible, Lecrae ripped out the pages because the message didn’t seem real.
At age 19, Lecrae heard at a conference that Jesus bought each of us with a price (1 Corinthians 6:20).
“Somebody thinks I’m significant enough to die for me,” Lecrae realized. He told God, “Do whatever you have to
do to get me out of this [lifestyle]; just don’t kill me.”
Later, while driving without a seatbelt, Lecrae flipped his car but escaped without a scratch. After that, he
committed his life to Christ and began sharing the gospel through the medium he knew best: rap music.
“I’ve learned to stay close to my source of significance, to my source of worth,” Lecrae says. “It’s God.”
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Worship Guide for Sunday Worship
Each week we post an electronic worship service on YouTube (and gather together on Zoom). The new service is
available beginning at 10am on Sunday. The worship guide below will function as a bulletin for those watching the
worship service and can also be used independently by those who cannot or choose not to access YouTube.
In preparation for participating in worship, you are invited to gather some sort of food and drink to take at
communion time. Remember, these don’t have to be bread and juice or wine. If you desire, you may also want to
have a candle nearby to light as we light the candle at the beginning of worship.

February 28, 2021 - Second Sunday in Lent
Greeting
Congregational Singing - “Tell Me The Stories of Jesus”
Prayer - During the season of Lent we will be incorporating music into our time of prayer.
Today after a spoken pastoral prayer we will share a sung response.
Children’s Moment
Scripture - Mark 10:13-16
People were bringing little children to him in order that he might touch them; and the disciples spoke sternly to
them. But when Jesus saw this, he was indignant and said to them, “Let the little children come to me; do not stop
them; for it is to such as these that the kingdom of God belongs. Truly I tell you, whoever does not receive the
kingdom of God as a little child will never enter it.” And he took them up in his arms, laid his hands on them, and
blessed them.
Sermon - Seeing Beyond
For those who love children, today’s text is one that gives a warm, fuzzy feeling. We like a Jesus who welcomes
children. We like to picture being able to crawl up into God’s lap. But the passage is about more than just
welcoming young people. In this story Jesus places value on those his society did not value. What experiences have
you had of being welcomed when you didn’t expect it? What experiences have you had of learning to welcome
someone you previously left out? Who are the “children” who we need to welcome today?
Offering
We appreciate all who are continuing their financial commitment to FCC using the USPS or the “Donate” button.
We also encourage you to consider other ways you can be an offering to the community and our world.
Communion
As you take communion, use this moment to commit your body again to God’s work and to invite God’s loving spirit
to flow through you.
Congregational Singing - “Jesus Loves Me”
Benediction

Thank you to those who joined our staff in leading worship this past Sunday. Leaders included:
Emily Steeples (Children’s Moment), Vickie Korroch (Scripture Reader), Al Zimmerman
(Communion Music and Hymn Accompaniment), Linda Flinn (Communion Prayer).
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Return to the
Building Task Force
@ Zoom 6 PM

Spiritual Life Group
@ Zoom 7 PM

Bible Study @ Zoom
12:00 PM
Practicing Prayer @
Zoom 7 PM

Women Clergy @
Zoom 10 AM
FCC Connect @
Zoom 6 PM
Quaran Teens @
Zoom 8 PM

Mon
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Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

5

6

Spiritual Life Group
@ Zoom 6 PM

Spiritual Life Group
@ Zoom 7 PM

Bible Study @ Zoom
12 Noon
Practicing Prayer @
Zoom 7 PM

FCC Connect @
Zoom 6 PM
Quaran Teens @
Zoom 8 PM

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

Sunday School
9AM @ Zoom
Online Worship @
Zoom & YouTube
10 AM
Spiritual Life Group
@ Zoom 4 PM

Spiritual Life Group
@ Zoom 6 PM

Spiritual Life Group
@ Zoom 7 PM

Bible Study @ Zoom
12 Noon
Practicing Prayer @
Zoom 7 PM

FCC Connect @
Zoom 6 PM
Quaran Teens @
Zoom 8 PM
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Sunday School
9AM @ Zoom
Online Worship @
Zoom & YouTube
10 AM
Spiritual Life Group
@ Zoom 4 PM

Free Lunch Program
10:30 AM

28
Sunday School
9AM @ Zoom
Worship @ Zoom &
YouTube 10 AM
Cong, Meeting @
Zoom 11 AM
Spiritual Life Group
@ Zoom 4 PM

Sun

Sun-

Han-

Change clocks
Before going to bed

19

20

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
(DISCIPLES OF CHRIST)
900 LINCOLNSHIRE PLACE
CORALVILLE, IA 52241-3615

Our regular schedule will
resume when it is safe to do so
For now we are worshipping virtually.


Each week a new worship service is
posted to our YouTube Channel at
10am on Sunday.



You are also welcome to join others
on Zoom on Sunday mornings at
9:45am. There we will share
fellowship and conversation as well as
watch the worship service.

All other meetings are also virtual.
For links or assistance, contact Pastor Jill.

Remember: our children are worshipping, too.

