THIS WEEK AT FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
For the Week of February 23, 2022
As this month’s focus on the Coralville Food Pantry comes to a close, we hear from longtime volunteer, Jan
Ricklefs about her work there:
I was on our church board in 2008-09 when it was proposed that our church join other Coralville
churches to open a food pantry. I admit I was skeptical. Even though it was obvious there was a
need, it sounded like it would be an enormous amount of work to make this successful. One or two
people of our congregation agreed to be on the board. I don’t remember much more until the pantry
opened in August or September of 2009. Some really super volunteers took on the task of ordering
and stocking the pantry in the basement of one of the founding churches. As I recall, the word about
the pantry was announced with Coralville schools who passed it along to parents.

Even though volunteering was out of my comfort zone, I decided I could volunteer one Saturday a
month. The first day I volunteered, a family of 3 came in. Over the years, as this family grew, we
greeted each other by name. Over the next months word was out and more and more people took
advantage of the food we offered. More volunteers were recruited. For 3 years the pantry ran fairly
successfully with no paid staff - only volunteers. In 2012, with need increasing, the pantry was
incredibly fortunate to find and hire a director, John Boller, and luckily, he is still there!
After I retired, I worked a 3 hour shift once a week and the pantry moved to a better location (old
Coralville Post Office). My joy for working in the pantry came mostly from new relationships with
other volunteers who, like me, believed in the effort and service we performed. We saw some of the
same guests in the pantry each week and built relationships with some of them. My old shaky
discomfort zone was long gone! It was a leap in my faith journey that reaped long-lasting rewards.
When the pandemic began, that was the end of my 3 hour shifts. But I still meet up occasionally with
some of my volunteer friends, and I continue to advocate for those who would volunteer at the
pantry. I also encourage your donation of non-food items (during COVID), funding for the pantry
itself, and for the building fund. John Boller has more paid staff now and has responded to the
pandemic by making home deliveries for those in need.
Please explore the pantry website at for a better introduction to all that the pantry is and does. I
continue to be amazed!

Why I Give to Week of Compassion by Jill Michel
In 1997 the community I served in Kentucky was flooded. One of the first calls I
received was from Johnny Wray, then Director of Week of Compassion. He
offered support and sent checks, not only for the church but for families in the
church who were directly impacted.
In 2011 I served a congregation in Joplin, MO when the town was devastated by a
tornado. Again it was Week of Compassion, this time in the person of Brandon
Gilvin, then Associate Director of Week of Compassion, that reached out immediately and walked with us through
recovery as we supported families, repaired the church, and participated in the community’s recovery. I still look
back on a conversation with Brandon and credit him with the fact that I didn't become part of the statistic of so
many clergy people who leave ministry after experiencing natural disasters. I had the honor of delivering checks
from Week of Compassion to over 30 effected households in our congregation and letting them know their
church stood with them. Our congregation hosted groups who came to help the recovery for three years
(including some of you!). The Station, where you stayed, was supported by Week of Compassion. We will again
receive our annual Week of Compassion offering on Sunday, February 27. I encourage you to give.
Disciple Photo, Craig Thompson; Tornado recovery in Dayton, OH
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Mark Your Calendars
Join Bible Study using Zoom.
We meet at 12noon each
Wednesday.
Upcoming scriptures:
February 23 - Luke 4:1-13
March 2 - Luke 13:31-35

FCC Connect - Thursdays @ 6pm
Join us for a time of conversation with friends
from FCC. We gather on Zoom each Thursday at
6pm.
You are invited every week or once in a while.

FCC Book Club
FCC Book Club will meet on February
24 at 7pm on Zoom to discuss
Maid: Hard Work, Low Pay, and a
Mother’s Will to Survive by Stephanie Land.
Looking ahead, March’s read is: Little Fires
Everywhere by Celeste Ng. Start reading now and
join us on March 24 for this discussion.

FLP Day is Saturday
We serve at Free Lunch Program
on Saturday, February 26. All
food items can be dropped off at the church
during office hours or Friday between 11:30am
and 1pm.

Congregational Meeting: February 27
Our Annual Congregation Meeting will take place at
11am on Sunday, February 27. This is a hybrid meeting
so you can join by being in the sanctuary, signing in
through this Zoom link, or calling 1-312-626-6799. We
will share some exciting things coming up in the year
ahead and also elect leadership for the coming year.
Please join us!
JYF, our youth group for 3rd through
5th graders, will meet at church on
Sunday, February 27 at 11:30am
following our Congregational
Meeting. They will be packaging pet food for the
Coralville Food Pantry.

Ash Wednesday Worship
Join us for worship at 6pm on Ash Wednesday (March
2) either in the sanctuary or on our YouTube channel.

Scholarships Available
First Christian has two post secondary scholarships
available to people connected to the church. The Helen
Gay Scholarship has been renamed the First Christian
Church Scholarship. It is a $500 scholarship toward
college, university or other post secondary training.
The Sunier Scholarship is for college students taking
higher level English classes. More information and
requirements can be found on our church website. The
deadline has been moved up this year and is April 4.

Lenten Small Groups
Lent begins with Ash Wednesday on March 2. During the six weeks of Lent we will have small groups that meet for
six sessions to discuss our Lenten theme, “Full to the Brim.” Groups are being offered both online and in person at
various times throughout the week. Please choose the group that best fits your needs and sign up using this link or
call the church office to sign up. Please sign up by February 26 so materials can be distributed.
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PRAYERS & PRAISE
 We pray for a quick recovery for Vickie Korroch who will be having shoulder surgery on Friday and Elain
Donne as she cares for Vickie after surgery.


We pray for healing for Colee Hospers who has been facing debilitating back issues.

 We pray comfort for Paul Bly and Carol Mertens upon the death of Paul’s father, Dale. We also pray
comfort for Julie (Klein) Music and family upon the death of Julie’s husband, Don Music.


Information covered to protect privacy.

We pray for Jon Feaver’s cousin, Larry, who is awaiting a liver transplant.

 We pray for Jenny (Hudson) Todd’s daughters’ cousin and her baby. The baby was born three month early at
a weight of less than 2 pounds.


We pray for peace in Ukraine and around the world.



We continue to pray for those who are in a nursing home, homebound, have emotional and physical needs.

Please always let your pastors know about surgeries, hospitalizations, or other pastoral care needs.

Congratulations, Don Anderson
We celebrate with Don Anderson that he is being recognized as one of the top medical and biological engineers
in the country. Read more here.

Caring For Pets
Our furry friends need our attention through donations of pet food to the Coralville Community Food Pantry.
During this extended pandemic when shopping was difficult for some and groceries increased in price, families
had to make difficult decisions between feeding their families and caring for their pets. We can help relieve
some of that burden by contributing dog or cat food.
Sunday is the last day to bring pet food and period products.
Don’t hesitate to bring large bags of pet food—our elementary
school youth will be meeting Sunday after church to divide
large bags of food into the size containers that the Food Pantry distributes.

We Need You...
If you are willing to serve in one of these roles on Sunday mornings, please use the links to pick a date to serve.
Click here for Greeter
Click here for Usher
Click here for Scripture Reader
Click here for Acolyte (Kindergarten—6th graders)
Click here for Valet Parking
Questions? Contact Nancy McKinstry (nancy.a.mckinstry@gmail.com)
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Worship Guide for Sunday Worship
The worship guide below serves as a bulletin for those who worship in person or on YouTube.
Each week we post a worship service on YouTube. The new service is available beginning at 10am on Sunday. The
worship guide below can also be used independently by those who remain home and are without internet access.
In preparation for participating in worship, you are invited to gather food and drink to take at communion time.
Remember, these don’t have to be bread and juice or wine. You may also want to have a candle nearby to light.

February 27, 2022
Greeting
Hymn - “Transform Us”
Prayer

Scripture - Luke 9:28-36 (excerpts printed)
Now about eight days after these sayings Jesus took with him Peter and John and James, and went up on the
mountain to pray. And while he was praying, the appearance of his face changed, and his clothes became dazzling
white. Suddenly they saw two men, Moses and Elijah, talking to him. … Now Peter and his companions were
weighed down with sleep; but since they had stayed awake, they saw his glory and the two men who stood with
him.
Children’s Moment
Sermon - “In Community and For Community”
Where do you find God in the midst of community? How do your experiences of God send you out differently?

Offering
We appreciate all who are continuing their financial commitment to FCC using the USPS or the “Donate” button.
We also encourage you to consider other ways you can be an offering to the community and our world.
Today we continue to share gifts of period products and pet food for the Coralville Food Pantry and are invited to
give to the Week of Compassion offering.
Communion
As you take communion, use this moment to commit your body again to God’s work and to invite God’s loving spirit
to flow through you.
Communion Music
Communion Prayer
Hymn - “Community of Christ”
Benediction

Thank you!
Thank you to those who joined our staff in leading worship on Sunday, February 20: Lora Morgan-Dunham & Steve
Dunham (Greeters), Kathy Harrison & Mary Curtis (Ushers), Jaida Rose Kronstein-Steeples (Acolyte), Tim Fees &
Roland Peterman (Music), Corinne Stanley and Nancy McKinstry (Scripture Readers), Steve Dunham (Elder),
Cameron Michel and Rebecca Clark (A/V), Spencer King, Payton and Jayse Steeples, Armani Kronstein-Steeples,
Marcus Seaton (Coralville Food Pantry period product and pet food collection), Terry Dahms (Valet Parking).
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Sanctuary & online
Worship 10 AM
Handbell Choir
rehearsal 11 AM
Troop 270 5:30 PM
Troop 2000 7 PM

Hannah Circle @
Zoom 1 PM

Bible Study @ Zoom
12 Noon
Kara’s PST @ Zoom
6:30 PM

Women Clergy @
Zoom 10 AM
FCC Connect @
Zoom 6 PM
Book Club @
Zoom 7 PM

27

28

FCC @ Free Lunch
10:30 AM

Sanctuary & online
Worship 10 AM
Congregational
Meeting 11 AM
Laura’s PST 4 PM
Troop 270 5:30 PM
Troop 2000 7 PM

Sun

Mon

Birthdays:
3-Linda Flinn
5-Olivia Bogs
7-Scott Van Oss
7-Vic Edwards
10-Victoria Threlkeld
13-Thea Coobs
14-Rayanna
Haslet-Tomova

21-Diane DeWitt
22-Jay Thomas
22-Jaida’Rose
Kronstein-Steeples
23-Jan Ricklefs
26-Jane John
31-Mark Smith

6

7

Worship 10 AM
Lent Small Group @
Church 11 AM
Handbell 11 AM
Lent Small Group @
Zoom 5:30 PM
Troop 270 5:30 PM
Troop 2000 7 PM

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

5

MPT@ Zoom 5 PM

Bible Study @
Zoom 12 Noon
Ash Wednesday
Worship 6PM

FCC Connect @
Zoom 6 PM

8

9

10

Lent Small Group @
Zoom 6:30 PM

Bible Study @
Zoom 12 Noon
Covid Response
Team @ Zoom 1 PM
Lent Small Group
@ Jill’s House 7 PM

Clergy Cluster
12 noon
FCC Connect @
Zoom 6 PM
Arrow Chapter 7 PM

Chi Rho/ CYF Retreat

11

12
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