THIS WEEK AT FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
For the Week of February 2, 2022
A Note from Our Pastor
Dear Friends,
As I am writing this, I am also preparing for Ruth Potter’s funeral service. As many of you know, Ruth turned 103
in December and was our oldest living member. Reflecting on her life causes me to pause and generally reflect
on the way our lives matter to one another.
On the occasion of the death of someone we care about we spend time reflecting on this, but we often neglect to
do so at other times. We forget that what we do and who we are is having an impact, not only on those closest
to us, but sometimes on strangers. We too often forget to say thank you to those whose lives impact our own.
So, I encourage you this week to take a moment (or many moments) to think about both those whose lives have
a great impact on yours, as well as the way your life impacts others.
Who is someone who is deceased but who you remember because of the kindness they showed you? Is there a
way you can celebrate them today?
Who is someone in your life today who you admire or appreciate? Have you told them lately? Might you do
that?
Who is someone for whom you can make a difference? Choose to be intentional about your relationship with
them and what you give to and model for them.
I am reminded, in both my faith and in daily living, that we are created to live in relationship. We are made for
each other and who we are and how we live matters to others. It makes a difference.
I am reminded again and again that this is something we do well not to forget, not to take for granted. Rather,
what would life look like if we were intentional about our impact and grateful for those who love us well?
And let me say that I am grateful for you all as a congregation and as individuals. I am grateful for the ways you
make my life better. I am grateful for the ministry we share together and the commitment we have to making a
difference not only for each other, but for our community and world. Thank you!
With care and gratitude,

Jill

Thank you for your
generosity! These gifts for
the CommUnity Food Bank
will be delivered this week.
Check out the information on
page 2 about this month’s
collection.
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Mark Your Calendars
Join Bible Study using Zoom.
We meet at 12noon each
Wednesday.

February Board Meeting
Reminder to current board members that we will meet
Monday, February 7 at 6pm (hybrid format).

Upcoming scriptures:
February 2 - Luke 6:17-26
February 9 - Luke 6:27-28
JYF, our youth group for 3rd
through 5th graders, meets
two Wednesdays a month.
The next meeting is Feb 2.
Questions? Ask Kara.

February Mission Focus
Our February mission project features the Coralville
Community Food Pantry, an organization that First
Christian helped organize with other churches in
2009. While food insecurity is the primary focus,
there are other needs associated with everyday
living.
In light of that, throughout the month of February we
will be collecting two types of items:

FCC Connect - Thursdays @ 6pm
Join us for a time of conversation with friends
from FCC. We gather on Zoom each Thursday at
6pm.
You are invited every week or once in a while.

Chi Rho/CYF
Our Youth Group for 6th 12th graders will continue
meeting Thursday evenings
February 3 and February 10
via Zoom. Meetings will run
from 8-9pm. Join us for a look at spiritual gifts as
we wonder together how we are called to serve
the church and world.

Save The Dates and Watch for More
Information Coming Soon
Saturday, February 26 - FCC @ Free Lunch
Sunday, February 27 - Annual Congregational
Meeting (following worship)



Period products (tampons, pads, liners and
menstrual cups), which are vital for good physical
and mental health.



Dog and cat food. Volunteers witness the
gratitude of guests when dog and cat food is made
available to them. Pets are a source of
companionship for many, including homebound
folks, especially during the pandemic.

Items can be brought to the church throughout the
month of February either on Sunday mornings or
during office hours.

Week of Compassion offering
We will receive our annual Week of Compassion
offering on Sundays, February 20 and 27. This offering
supports the relief,
refugee and
development work of
the Disciples around
the world. Click here
to learn more about
WoC’s work.
Disciple Photo, Craig Thompson; Tornado recovery in Dayton, OH
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PRAYERS & PRAISE
 We continue to hold family and friends of Ruth Potter in our prayers. Ruth passed away on January 27 at the
age of 103. We celebrated her life at a service on Tuesday.




We continue to pray for Emily
mom
who is home
recovering
following a stroke.
ThisSteeples’
section
covered
to protect
privacy
We pray for those around the world living in places of conflict.

We continue to pray for those who are in a nursing home, homebound, have emotional and physical needs.

Please always let your pastors know about surgeries, hospitalizations, or other pastoral care needs.

Celebrate Heart Month with Local Artists (including one from FCC)
February is Heart Month and as a way to celebrate there will be poetry illuminated on the sides
of buildings in downtown Iowa City. We are excited to share that a poem by our own Corinne
Stanley titled After the Bypass will be illuminated on the Jefferson Hotel, Park@201, and
Ecumenical Tower the first couple of weeks of February.

An Invitation from our Regional Anti-Racism/Pro-Reconciliation Team
You are invited to join other Disciples from around the region for a conversation on Critical Race Theory with Dr.
Kesho Scott. Dr. Scott is an internationally renowned Diversity Trainer/Consultant, an Associate Professor of
American Studies and Sociology at Grinnell College, and an award-winning writer.
This event will take place via Zoom on Sunday, February 20 at 7pm. To register click here.

We Need You...
If you are willing to serve in one of these roles on Sunday mornings, please use the links to pick a date to serve.
Click here for Greeter
Click here for Usher
Click here for Scripture Reader
Click here for Acolyte (Kindergarten—6th graders)
Questions? Contact Nancy McKinstry (nancy.a.mckinstry@gmail.com)

First Christian Church’s YouTube channel is the place
you can find each week’s worship service as well as
occasional other videos. Go to YouTube, search
“First Christian Church, Iowa City, IA” and subscribe
today.

If you are on Facebook and have not yet joined the
“First Christian Church of Iowa City Connection”
group, please contact any of your pastors to join.
This private group is a place to connect with others
from FCC.
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Worship Guide for Sunday Worship
The worship guide below serves as a bulletin for those who worship in person or on YouTube.
Each week we post a worship service on YouTube. The new service is available beginning at 10am on Sunday. The
worship guide below can also be used independently by those who remain home and are without internet access.
In preparation for participating in worship, you are invited to gather food and drink to take at communion time.
Remember, these don’t have to be bread and juice or wine. You may also want to have a candle nearby to light.

February 6, 2022
Greeting
Hymn - “Gather Us In” vs. 1, 2 & 4
Children’s Moment

Prayer
Scripture - Luke 5:1-11 (excerpts printed)
When [Jesus] had finished speaking, he said to Simon, “Put out into the deep water and let down your nets for a
catch.” Simon answered, “Master, we have worked all night long but have caught nothing. Yet if you say so, I will
let down the nets.” When they had done this, they caught so many fish that their nets were beginning to break. ...
But when Simon Peter saw it, he fell down at Jesus’ knees, saying, “Go away from me, Lord, for I am a sinful
man!” ... Then Jesus said to Simon, “Do not be afraid; from now on you will be catching people.” When they had
brought their boats to shore, they left everything and followed him.
Sermon - “In Partnership with Jesus”

In what ways does Jesus invite you to partner in ministry with him? How will you respond?
Offering
We appreciate all who are continuing their financial commitment to FCC using the USPS or the “Donate” button.
We also encourage you to consider other ways you can be an offering to the community and our world.
Today we celebrate the generosity of our congregation in response to our January focus on CommUnity Food Bank.
Communion
As you take communion, use this moment to commit your body again to God’s work and to invite God’s loving spirit
to flow through you.
Communion Music
Communion Prayer
Hymn - “He’s Got the Whole World in His Hands”
Benediction

Thank you!
Thank you to those who joined our staff in leading worship on Sunday, January 30: Darrell & Linda Flinn (Greeters),
Brian & Sabra Fleck (Ushers), Janie Jensen-Fitzpatrick (Acolyte), Jim Lang and Malinda Thomas (Music), Sabra Fleck
(Scripture Reader), Julie Fitzpatrick (Elder), David Klein and Diane Hertel (A/V), Spencer King, Cameron and Teegan
Michel, Maya Seaton (CommUnity Hygiene Product collection), Julie & Rob King (Valet Parking).

FEBRUARY
Sun

2022
Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

5

Ruth Potter Service
1 PM
Spiritual Gifts Study
@ Zoom 7 PM

Bible Study @ Zoom
12 Noon
JYF @ church
6:30 PM

FCC Connect @
Zoom 6 PM
Youth Group @
Zoom 8 PM

11

12

18

19

6

7

8

9

10

Sanctuary & online
Worship 10 AM
Handbell Choir
rehearsal 11 AM
Troop 270 5:30 PM
Troop 2000 7 PM

Board meeting
(Hybrid) 6 PM

Spiritual Gifts Study
@ Zoom 7 PM

Bible Study @ Zoom
12 Noon
COVID Response
Team @ Zoom 1 PM

Clergy Cluster
12 noon
FCC Connect @
Zoom 6 PM
Arrow Chapter 7 PM
Youth Group @
Zoom 8 PM

13

14

15

16

17

Sanctuary & online
Worship 10 AM
Handbell Choir
rehearsal 11 AM
Ministry Planning
Team 11 AM
Troop 270 5:30 PM
Troop 2000 7 PM

Finance Team
(Hybrid) 6:30 PM

Spiritual Gifts Study
@ Zoom 7 PM

CRC @ Zoom 10 AM
Bible Study @ Zoom
12 Noon
JYF @ Zoom
6:30 PM

Ladies’ Night Out
5:30 PM
FCC Connect @
Zoom 6PM

22

20

21

Sanctuary & online
Worship 10 AM
Handbell Choir
rehearsal 11 AM
Troop 270 5:30 PM
Troop 2000 7 PM

Hannah Circle @
Zoom 1 PM

27

28

Sanctuary & online
Worship 10 AM
Congregational
Meeting 11 AM
Laura’s PST 4 PM
Troop 270 5:30 PM
Troop 2000 7 PM

23

24

Bible Study @ Zoom
12 Noon
Jill’s PST @ Zoom
5 PM
Kara’s PST @ Zoom
6:30 PM

Women Clergy @
Zoom 10 AM
FCC Connect @
Zoom 6 PM

25

26
FCC @ Free Lunch
10:30 AM
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