THIS WEEK AT FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
For the week of FEBRUARY 19, 2020
A Note from Your Pastor
Friends,
It’s good to be writing to you because speaking still seems to be a struggle. This lingering laryngitis is not feeling
like a welcome guest. But I remain hopeful that soon it will be gone. And I remain grateful that there are many in
our midst with strong and thoughtful voices including Kara and Laura, both who do a great job leading us.
Whether or not I have a strong voice, we will be sharing our second Dinner Church worship service on Sunday. So,
remember to gather downstairs for 10am worship. We learned a few things last month and are changing some
details including how tables are set and food is served. Thanks to all who gave helpful feedback and to a
congregation willing to try new things.
A few things to help us prepare for Sunday:
 We are still in need of greeter, ushers, and servers for Sunday. Use the links on page 5 of this newsletter to sign
up at Sign Up Genius or call the office to be signed up.
 We also need people to plan to stay and clean up after worship. We will have our congregational meeting
immediately following worship so those who sign up for clean up need to know that it will happen after the
congregational meeting. Please use this link to sign up to serve in this way, or call the office to be signed up.
 When you arrive at worship on Sunday, you are encouraged to find someone different to sit with than you did
last month. Not only is Dinner Church an opportunity to worship more like early Christians but it is an
opportunity to get to know some different people in our own congregation.
 If you struggle with hearing, you are encouraged to position yourself nearer the front and nearer the speaker.
We are looking at the possibility of installing some new audio/visual equipment in Fellowship Hall, but that
won’t be done this week, so please pay attention to how the sound is set up and sit where you can best see and
hear.
 For parents with children, remember to visit the children’s table with them before worship and pick up some
materials that they can engage during worship.
Also, please plan to stay following worship on Sunday, February 23 for our annual congregational meeting. At this
meeting we will vote to approve those the Nominating Committee has called into leadership in the coming year.
We will also share some information about our 2020 budget followed by a time of questions and answers. We
Disciples believe that we are best when the congregation is informed and part of the decision making, so please
participate in this opportunity.
One last reminder—Lent will soon be upon us. Check out the schedule for this season on page 3.
See you Sunday, Jill

Free Lunch Is Almost Here...Thank You, FCC!
Our church is awesome! All the grocery item baggies were picked up this past Sunday! Please bring your grocery
donations to church on Sunday, February 23 and drop them off in the kitchen. If it is more convenient, there is
also a temporary drop-off box in the church entry this week for non-refrigerated items. If you can’t get to church
and need assistance, please contact a member of the Free Lunch committee: Mary Curtis (319-430-6235); Karen
Dawson (319-330-3618); Diane Hertel (319-930-9756); Sharon Sass (319-936-0387). The committee members
can also answer any other questions about Free Lunch which we will serve for the first time February 27.
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UPCOMING EVENTS
Join Bible Study on Wednesdays at
12:30 pm. Upcoming scriptures:
February 19 - John 15:1-5



Chi Rho/CYF Community Group: 6th-12th
graders are invited to meet with Rebecca & Kent
Clark on Monday evenings (thru April) from
7-8pm at Capanna in North Liberty



Thursday, February 20, JYF meets (3rd-5th
grades), 6:00-7:30PM @ FCC



Youth Spiritual Life Group: 6-12th grade youth
are invited to take part in this weekly group
during Lent, which will meet on Sundays from
4:00-5:30pm at the church beginning March 1.

February 26 - Psalm 81:10-16

Ladies Night Out this month is
Thursday, February 20 at 5:30pm at
Flannigan’s. All are welcome.

Week of Compassion
Offering
As the relief, refugee, and
development mission fund of the Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ), Week of Compassion works with
partners to alleviate suffering throughout the world.
The Week of Compassion offering will continue to be
received at First Christian on February 23.

THE FCC BOOK CLUB

is reading God Land: A Story of
Faith, Loss, and Renewal by Lyz
Lenz. Join the discussion on
February 27 at 7pm
at Nancy McKinstry's home.
The author will be attending the discussion.

Compassion Concert
Join us Saturday, February 29 at 3pm
for an afternoon of music. All
musicians are invited to perform contact Laura (icdisciple.music@gmail.com) to
indicate interest. All music lovers are invited to come
listen. An offering for Week of Compassion will be
taken.

Camp is where we seek to live out God’s
perfect love and acceptance in the real world.

Registration for summer camp at the Christian
Conference Center in Newton, Iowa is OPEN NOW!
With options for kids who have completed 2nd-12th
grades, as well as family camp and senior camp, there
is something for everyone! FCC covers 50% of the
cost for our participating kids, youth and families.
Talk to Kara (icdisciple.kids@gmail.com) if you need
more information or to coordinate with others on
camp weeks.

FCC is Becoming Safer
Next time you are at church notice the white box on
the wall next to the elevator on the sanctuary level.
It contains an Automated External Defibrillator
(AED) for use in the case of cardiac arrest. AEDs are
designed for community use and are being made
available in more public buildings. Our AED was
purchased with memorial funds. While training is
not required to use an AED, we will be offering
Hands Only CPR and AED training later in the spring
to help people feel more confident. Watch for
more information.
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the annual SOUPER BOWL FUNDRAISER DINNER



For the Johnson CO Domestic Violence Intervention Program at the Marriott Iowa River Landing.



This Thursday evening February 20, from 5:30-7:30



Numerous local restaurants donate soup and bread, all you can eat. Children 12 and under eat free. It's always
well-attended with live music and great food.



Cost is $25 per person, tickets can be purchased in advance (recommended) or at the door.



It's lots of fun, great food and a very worthy cause. Here's the link. https://dvipiowa.org/

Thanks!

Lent schedule and opportunities
The season of Lent will soon be here. Mark your calendars with the following opportunities:
Ash Wednesday Worship: Wednesday, February 26 at 6:30pm. Join us for a brief service of worship as we enter
the season of Lent and introduce our theme for the season.
Sundays in Lent: Each Sunday from March 1 through April 5 we will work to deepen our spiritual life as we
explore the image of the cup using Joyce Rupp’s book The Cup of Our Life.
Holy Week Worship: Thursday, April 9 at 7pm. Join us as we remember the events of Jesus’ last week of life.
This worship service of scripture and song helps us to remember these important moments that lead to our Easter
celebration. The Elders will host a soup supper at 6pm on April 9 before worship.
Holy Week Prayer Vigil: Beginning at 8pm on Thursday, April 9 and going until 8pm on Friday, April 10, you are
invited to be part of a 24 hour prayer vigil. Participants will choose a time period when they commit to pray.
Prayer guides will be provided. You can participate from any location. Sign ups will soon be available.
Easter Sunday Celebration: Sunday, April 12 beginning at sunrise. We will start the morning with a sunrise
worship service followed by breakfast, a children’s activity and our main worship service at 10am.

Addressing Racial Bias in Churches
Beloved Community is offering a working retreat on Saturday, March 28, 10am - 2:30pm, at Old Brick. This program
is for church leaders who are serious about looking at their own church or faith community for bias. Together
participants will look at structural racism and how bias and prejudice can affect our interactions and ways of being
faith communities. If you are interested, let Pastor Jill know.

Sunday, February 23, 2020
Scripture: Matthew 17:1-9 sermon: Dazzling

FEBRUARY
2020
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

Strings & Singers
8:30 AM
Sun. Sch./Adult
Fellowship 9 AM
Worship 10 AM
CYF /Chi Rho Ice
Skating 11:30 AM

4

5

6

Staff Mtg. 10 AM

Bible Study 12:30
MPT (Summer
2020) 5:45 PM
Strings & Singers
7 PM

Executive Committee
5:30 PM

Scouts 6 & 7

7

8

Junior Retreat in Newton 7th—9th

9

10

11

12

13

Strings & Singers
8:30 AM
Sun. Sch./Adult
Fellowship 9 AM
Worship 10 AM

Chi Rho/CYF
Community Group
7:00-8:00 PM

Finance Committee
5:30 PM

Bible Study 12:30

Cluster 12 @ 12
Arrow Charter 7 PM

14

15

21

22

Scouts 3 & 7

Jill out of town

16

17

18

19

20

Strings & Singers
8:30 AM
Sun. Sch./Adult
Fellowship 9 AM
Worship 10 AM
Joe Page Recital 1-5

Hannah Circle 1 PM
Chi Rho/CYF
Community Group
7:00-8:00 PM

Staff Mtg. 10 AM
MPT (Summer
2020) 5:30 PM

CRC @ Fir st
Presbyterian Church
10 AM
Bible Study 12:30
Strings & Singers
7 PM

Ladies Night Out @
Flannigan’s 5:30
JYF Mtg 6 PM

26

27

28

29

Bible Study 12:30
Ash Wednesday
Service 6:30 PM

Women Clergy
10 AM
Free Lunch 10 AM
FCC Book Club @
Nancy McKinstry’s
7 PM

Narthex in use
6-7 PM

Compassion Concert
3 PM

Board Mtg 7 PM

Sanctuary in use
9AM– 12 noon

Scouts 6 & 7

23

24

Strings & Singers
8:30 AM
Sun. Sch./Adult
Fellowship 9 AM
Dinner Church
Worship 10 AM
Cong. Mtg 11:30 AM

Chi Rho/CYF
Community Group
7:00-8:00 PM

Scouts 3, 6 & 7

25
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Monday thru Thursday 9AM to 1PM
Phone #: 319-337-4181
Staff:
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Minister of Music & Worship: Laura Kittrell
icdisciple.music@gmail.com
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Matthew’s Gospel tells us that Jesus was rejected in his hometown of
Nazareth. When he spoke in the local synagogue, the people there were
astounded by the wisdom he expressed. They did not expect such words from
someone of modest means and from a humble home. He was, in their eyes, a
carpenter, not a certified teacher or a priest. “They took offense at
him” (Matthew 13:57).
What was the final outcome? St. Matthew writes: “And he did not do many
deeds of power there, because of their_________” (Matthew 13:58, NRSV).
Fill in the blank with:
A) anger
B) unbelief
C) unconcern
D) manner

