THIS WEEK AT FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
For the Week of FEBRUARY 17, 2021
2021 Congregational Meeting
Please plan to join us for First Christian Church's Annual Meeting on Sunday, February 28 at 11am on Zoom.
Just as we have been able to worship and stay in touch virtually, we will conduct this year's meeting via
Zoom using either the internet/computer or a telephone. We want to make sure everyone is able fully to
participate, and so we wanted to let you know a few things to be prepared:


The item we are voting on is the slate of nominations from the Nominating Committee for leadership positions
for the coming year. Each of the people nominated have agreed to serve, and the Board approved the slate
last night. The list is at the end of this article.



We will have someone tasked with monitoring the chat window in Zoom; if you have questions please feel
free to weigh in there. We will also have designated time for discussion and questions.



If you do not have computer/internet access, you can still participate by calling in to the meeting using a
telephone. You will be able to hear everything that happens and also to speak should you have questions or
comments.



When it is time to vote, as usual with our annual meeting, we will take a voice vote. We will ask for "ayes",
"nays", and finally "abstentions." All members, whether joining by computer or telephone, will be invited to
vote. Reminder: when voting this way, silence essentially means a "yes."



In addition to electing the officers who will fill key roles for our ministry in the year ahead, the annual meeting
is a time to reflect on the way we've continued ministry during this unusual year, to thank those who are completing terms of service, and to look forward together to new ways to serve one another in the year to come.

The following is the list of people who have said yes to serving in leadership positions in the coming year(s):


Moderator (1 year): Kent Clark



Assistant Moderator (1 year): Sara Riggs



Board Secretary (1 year): Shannon Esmann



Treasurer (1 year): Steve Clark



Assistant Treasurer (1 year): Bob DeWitt



Financial Secretary (1 year): Cory Coobs



Assistant Financial Secretary (1 year): Malinda Thomas



Elders (2 years): Karen Dawson, Julie Fitzpatrick, Melea White



Trustee (3 years): Tricia Coobs



At Large Board Member (3 years): Martha Hedberg

Thank you to our Nominating Committee: Steve Clark, David Klein, Sara Riggs as well as Moderator, Laurie Dahms,
Assistant Moderator, Kent Clark, and Pastor, Jill Michel. Thank you also to those who have faithfully served in
leadership roles in the past. The Zoom link and dial in information will be in next week’s newsletter.
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Mark Your Calendars...
Today is Ash Wednesday
Come by the front door of the church for “drive thru” ashes today (February 17) from
12noon-1pm or 5-6pm. In addition to ashes you will receive an at home worship guide that
you can use independently.
You are also invited to gather at 7pm on Zoom for worship. Unlike how we do worship on
Sunday mornings, this will be a LIVE (on Zoom) worship service rather than pre-recorded.
We hope you can join us.

FCC Book Club
The Beekeeper of Aleppo by Christy
Lefteri will be the focus of FCC’s Book
Club at 7pm on February 25.
This fiction book is about a journey of
a family leaving Syria for a better life. It hits upon
several themes - family, immigration, dangers of
traveling, love despite hardship, and more.

Remembering One of Our Own
Check out this nice article in remembrance of all
the work Bill Laubengayer did with Habitat over
the years.

FCC @ Free Lunch Program
Again this year we will serve at the Free Lunch
Program on Gilbert Ct. in Iowa City. Our first date to
serve is Saturday, February 27.
Thank you to everyone who signed up to donate food
and to work at FLP on that date. Food donations can
be dropped off at church on Friday, February 26
between 11am and 1pm or pick up/drop off can be
arranged with Mary Curtis.

Also, remember to mark your calendars for future
dates when we will serve at FLP: April 24, June 26,
August 28, October 23.
Questions? Talk to Mary Curtis (319-430-6235,
mary.curtis@mchsi.com)

Lent: A Season of Prayerful Engagement
As Lent begins, we want you to have one more opportunity to sign up for small groups and
prayer packets. Please do so by Thursday, February 18.
Exploring Prayer Small Groups: Join a 5-week group on Zoom where together we will explore
questions about what prayer is, how we do it, and why. Groups will include exploration of prayer
as well as personal sharing about our faith. Sign up here for the group that best works for you.
Practicing Prayer: Join others on Wednesday evenings at 7pm beginning February 24 for a chance
to explore different prayer practices. We will explore prayer beads, labyrinths, movement and
postures, Praying in Color, and praying scripture. Sign up to participate—whether you can sign in
on Wednesdays or plan to do this on your own—and you will be given a packet will all the supplies
needed to participate. Call the church office to receive a packet if you can’t sign up online.

This Week at First Christian Church

FEBRUARY 17, 2021

Weekly Ministries
Join Bible Study on
Wednesdays using Zoom.
We meet at 12noon each
Wednesday.
Upcoming scriptures:
February 17 - Mark 10:13-16



Thursday evening at 8pm on Zoom for both fun

February 24 - Mark 10:46-52

and meaningful conversation.


FCC Connect - Thursdays @ 6pm

Sunday School (preschool through 5th

graders) meets each Sunday morning at 9am on
Zoom (note the time change from last fall)

Join us for a time of conversation with friends from
FCC. We gather on Zoom each Thursday at 6pm.


Join us every week or once in a while.

QuaranTEENS (6th-12th graders) meets each

JYF (3rd-5th graders) meets once a month on
Zoom on the following upcoming Wednesday
nights from 6-7pm: February 17 (tonight!),
March 24, April 21 and May 19.

Join Us for Worship Each Sunday


To join us on Zoom, log in between 9:45 and
10am and stay after worship for fellowship with
friends.



You can also find weekly worship on YouTube.

ASH WEDNESDAY PRAYER
Merciful God, you
called us forth from the
dust of the earth; you
claimed us for Christ in
the waters of baptism.
Look upon us as we
enter these Forty Days
bearing the mark of
ashes, and bless our
journey through the
desert of Lent to the font of rebirth. May our fasting
be hunger for justice; our alms, a making of peace;
our prayer, the chant of humble and grateful hearts.
—Catholic Household Blessings and Prayers

Please note that for security, Zoom links for
meetings involving children and youth are
distributed to our mailing list via email only. If you
aren’t receiving the emails and would like to take
part, contact Kara @ icdisciple.kids@gmail.com

THE GIFT OF WATER
We thank you, Almighty God, for the gift of
water. Over it the Holy Spirit moved in the beginning of creation. Through it you led the
children of Israel out of their bondage in Egypt
into the Land of Promise. In it your Son Jesus
received the baptism of John and was anointed
by the Holy Spirit as the Messiah, the Christ,
to lead us into everlasting life. In it we are
buried with Christ in his death. By it we share
in his resurrection. Through it we are reborn
by the Holy Spirit.
—Book of Common
Prayer
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Worship Guide for Sunday Worship
Each week we post an electronic worship service on YouTube (and gather together on Zoom). The new service is
available beginning at 10am on Sunday. The worship guide below will function as a bulletin for those watching the
worship service and can also be used independently by those who cannot or choose not to access YouTube.
In preparation for participating in worship, you are invited to gather some sort of food and drink to take at
communion time. Remember, these don’t have to be bread and juice or wine. If you desire, you may also want to
have a candle nearby to light as we light the candle at the beginning of worship.

February 21, 2021 - First Sunday in Lent
Greeting
Congregational Singing - “Lord, Who Throughout These Forty Days”
Prayer - During the season of Lent we will be incorporating music into our time of prayer.
Today we pray a prayer of confession for the sins we have committed by what we have done and what we left
undone. We confess the ways we have not fully loved God and our neighbors. We repent of our sins and seek
God’s forgiveness.
Children’s Moment
Scripture - Mark 1:9-15
In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan. And just as he was
coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart and the Spirit descending like a dove on him. And a
voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.”
And the Spirit immediately drove him out into the wilderness. He was in the wilderness forty days, tempted by
Satan; and he was with the wild beasts and the angels waited on him.
Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God, and saying, “The time is
fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near; repent, and believe in the good news.”
Sermon - Seeing Jesus
As we begin Lent, pause and consider who Jesus really is...not who we want him to be or who we create him to
be...but who he really is. What about Jesus draws you to him? What things that Jesus stood for are you willing to
commit to stand for? How are you willing to let this Lenten season be a time when you remember that your first
loyalty is to God’s kin-dom?
Offering
We appreciate all who are continuing their financial commitment to FCC using the USPS or the “Donate” button.
We also encourage you to consider other ways you can be an offering to the community and our world.
Communion
As you take communion, use this moment to commit your body again to God’s work and to invite God’s loving spirit
to flow through you.
Congregational Singing - “I Thank You, Jesus”
Benediction
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Our regular schedule will
resume when it is safe to do so
For now we are worshipping virtually.


Each week a new worship service is
posted to our YouTube Channel at
10am on Sunday.



You are also welcome to join others
on Zoom on Sunday mornings at
9:45am. There we will share
fellowship and conversation as well as
watch the worship service.

All other meetings are also virtual.
For links or assistance, contact Pastor Jill.

