THIS WEEK AT FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
For the Week of February 16, 2022
Friends,

A Note from Our Pastor

There are several things I want to make sure are on your radar and in which I encourage you to participate.
First, as you read last week, our congregational meeting will be on Sunday, February 27. Not only will we elect
our new leaders for the coming year, but we have a number of other celebrations, anticipations, and pieces of
information we would like to share with you. We are working on the logistics, but want to assure you that we
intend for people to be able to participate in person or virtually. Watch next week’s newsletter for the
information about signing in to the meeting virtually. Everyone who cares about FCC is invited to participate.
Second, I want to invite you to consider serving on the Ministry Planning Team (MPT) which will be planning
ministries and activities for the summer months. This group will begin meeting in early March. Some of you
might remember that shortly before COVID hit we changed our church structure and merged our worship,
mission and faith formation committees into a Ministry Planning Team. What this allows is greater coordination
and effective planning. The other nice thing about these groups is that they are short term commitments. - we
have three different MPTs over the course of a year, each planning for a different season. The group that is
planning for summer will begin their work in March and finish up as summer comes to a close. This is an
especially fun group to be part of because summer is less structured and is a great time to try new ideas. If you
are a person who like planning, brainstorming new ideas, or organizing, please volunteer to serve. You can
volunteer simply by letting me know your desire to be part of this next Ministry Planning Team.
Also remember that on Sunday mornings through February we are offering a Zoom time at 9:30am where those
who are worshipping online can gather to chat, hear announcements and share prayer concerns. You are
welcome to join.
With Care, Jill

Mark Your Calendars: Looking Ahead to Lent and Easter
Ash Wednesday Worship: Wednesday, March 2 at 6pm (the service will also be available online).

Lenten Small Groups: These groups begin the week of March 6. More information is on page 2 of this newsletter. Sign up a for a group here.
Holy Week at Home Bags: Again this year we will put together a Holy Week bag for each household with items
to interact with and things to do as we observe Holy Week. These will be available at church beginning March 27.
Holy Week Worship Service: Thursday, April 14 at 7pm (the service will also be available online).
Easter Sunday: Sunday, April 17 will begin with an online Easter Sunrise Service. We will have two in person
worship services (8am and 10am) and, like we did for Christmas Eve, will ask you to RSVP ahead of time. These
services will be identical to each other and a recorded version will be available online. Between the two services
we will have an in person children’s Easter activity on the back lawn.
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Mark Your Calendars
Join Bible Study using Zoom.

February Mission Focus:
Coralville Food Pantry

We meet at 12noon each
Wednesday.

Throughout February we will collect items for the
Coralville Community Food Pantry.

Upcoming scriptures:
February 16 - Luke 9:28-36

We will be collecting two types of
items:

February 23 - Luke 4:1-13

JYF, our youth group for 3rd
through 5th graders, meets
tonight at 6:30pm on Zoom.
Questions? Ask Kara.



Period products (tampons, pads, liners and
menstrual cups)



Dog and cat food - the JYF youth group will divide
large bags of food into household portions.

Items can be brought to the church throughout the
month of February.

FCC Connect - Thursdays @ 6pm
FCC Book Club

Join us for a time of conversation with friends
from FCC. We gather on Zoom each Thursday at
6pm.

The next book is Maid: Hard Work, Low
Pay, and a Mother’s Will to Survive by
Stephanie Land. We’ll discuss the book on Zoom on
February 24 at 7.

You are invited every week or once in a while.

The Hannah Circle will meet on
Monday, February 21 at 1pm on
Zoom. This meeting is open to all
women of the church. You can
join the meeting using this link on a computer,
tablet or smart phone. You can also call into the
meeting from any telephone by dialing 1-312-626
-6799 and using the meeting id and passcode
provided. Questions? Talk to Diane Hertel.

Lenten Small Groups
Lent begins with Ash Wednesday on March 2. During
the six weeks of Lent we will have small groups that
meet for six sessions to discuss our Lenten theme,
“Full to the Brim.” Groups are being offered both
online and in person at various times throughout the
week. Please choose the group that best fits your
needs and sign up using this link or call the church
office to sign up.

Week of Compassion offering
We will receive our annual Week of Compassion offering on Sundays, February 20
and 27. This offering supports the relief, refugee and development work of the
Disciples around the world. Click here to learn more about WoC’s work.
Disciple Photo, Craig Thompson; Tornado recovery in Dayton, OH
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PRAYERS & PRAISE


We pray for healing for Peggy Bothell who will have shoulder surgery tomorrow.



We pray for Dale Bly who has been put on hospice. Dale is Carol Mertens’ partner, Paul’s, dad.



We pray for Karen Haslett’s
nephew, Will, covered
who was diagnosed
with COVID
Information
to protect
privacywhile traveling abroad.




We pray for the congregation and family of Pastor Kevin Fleming who died suddenly on Saturday.

We continue to pray for those who are in a nursing home, homebound, have emotional and physical needs.

Please always let your pastors know about surgeries, hospitalizations, or other pastoral care needs.

Planning For Peace of Mind:
Powers of Attorney and Living Wills
It’s All About
Partnerships

You are invited to a free workshop for people of all ages on
Wednesday, March 10, 2022 from 1 - 2:30pm at the North
Liberty Library (520 W. Cherry Street, North Liberty),
presented by the University of Iowa College of Law’s Estate
Planning Clinic.

The Coralville Community Food Pantry has
worked cooperatively with the Coralville
Public Library for several years in offering
community meals, sometimes showcasing
foods from around the world, reflecting
Coralville’s diverse population. The Library
has also collected food and personal
products for the pantry.

Topics covered include: What is an advance directive? What
is a power of attorney? What is a living will? How do I
prepare these legal documents? What issues do the
documents govern? How do I prepare directives that are
valid and enforceable? When and how could my designated
agent use or abuse these documents on my behalf?

Table to Table is another essential partner
redistributing edible food from businesses
that would otherwise go to the landfill.
Our contributions of personal products and
dog/cat food will be a great addition to assist
our neighbors and match the generosity of
the above organizations.

Our site host requires masks and social distancing for all
participants. Registration is NOT required although you are
welcome to RSVP. Contact Amy Golly
(agolly@northlibertyiowa.org) for information or to RSVP.

We Need You...
If you are willing to serve in one of these roles on Sunday mornings, please use the links to pick a date to serve.
Click here for Greeter
Click here for Usher
Click here for Scripture Reader
Click here for Acolyte (Kindergarten—6th graders)
Click here for Valet Parking
Questions? Contact Nancy McKinstry (nancy.a.mckinstry@gmail.com)
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Worship Guide for Sunday Worship
The worship guide below serves as a bulletin for those who worship in person or on YouTube.
Each week we post a worship service on YouTube. The new service is available beginning at 10am on Sunday. The
worship guide below can also be used independently by those who remain home and are without internet access.
In preparation for participating in worship, you are invited to gather food and drink to take at communion time.
Remember, these don’t have to be bread and juice or wine. You may also want to have a candle nearby to light.

February 20, 2022
Greeting
Hymn - “Help Us Accept Each Other”
Prayer

Scripture - Luke 6:27-36 (excerpts printed)
“But I say to you that listen, Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, bless those who curse you, pray for
those who abuse you. If anyone strikes you on the cheek, offer the other also; and from anyone who takes away
your coat do not withhold even your shirt. Give to everyone who begs from you; and if anyone takes away your
goods, do not ask for them again. Do to others as you would have them do to you.”
Children’s Moment
Sermon - “The Courage to Imagine and to Live”
Today’s scripture paints a picture of a world that is hard for us to imagine. It asks us to be committed to the
welfare of everyone, even our enemies. It asks us to imagine a world where we do things differently. Can we?

Offering
We appreciate all who are continuing their financial commitment to FCC using the USPS or the “Donate” button.
We also encourage you to consider other ways you can be an offering to the community and our world.
Today we continue to share gifts of period products and pet food for the Coralville Food Pantry and are invited to
give to the Week of Compassion offering.
Communion
As you take communion, use this moment to commit your body again to God’s work and to invite God’s loving spirit
to flow through you.
Communion Music

Communion Prayer
Hymn - “Called As Partners in Christ’s Service”
Benediction

Thank you!
Thank you to those who joined our staff in leading worship on Sunday, February 13: Darrell & Linda Flinn
(Greeters), Beth Pelton and Nancy McKinstry (Ushers), Payton Steeples (Acolyte), Al Zimmerman (Music), Marian
Hart (Scripture Reader), Sara Riggs (Children’s Moment), Steve Dunham (Elder), David Klein and Diane Hertel (A/V),
Armani Kronstein-Steeples, Spencer Thomas, and Cameron Michel (Coralville Food Pantry period product and pet
food collection), Terry Dahms and Steve Strah (Valet Parking).

FEBRUARY
Sun

2022
Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

5

Ruth Potter Service
1 PM
Spiritual Gifts Study
@ Zoom 7 PM

Bible Study @ Zoom
12 Noon
JYF @ church
6:30 PM

FCC Connect @
Zoom 6 PM
Youth Group @
Zoom 8 PM

11

12

18

19

6

7

8

9

10

Sanctuary & online
Worship 10 AM
Handbell Choir
rehearsal 11 AM
Troop 270 5:30 PM
Troop 2000 7 PM

Board Meeting
(Hybrid) 6 PM

Spiritual Gifts Study
@ Zoom 7 PM

Bible Study @ Zoom
12 Noon
COVID Response
Team @ Zoom 1 PM

Clergy Cluster
12 noon
FCC Connect @
Zoom 6 PM
Arrow Chapter 7 PM
Youth Group @
Zoom 8 PM

13

14

15

16

17

Sanctuary & online
Worship 10 AM
Handbell Choir
rehearsal 11 AM
Ministry Planning
Team 11 AM
Troop 270 5:30 PM
Troop 2000 7 PM

Finance Team
(Hybrid) 6:30 PM

CRC @ Zoom 10 AM
Bible Study @ Zoom
12 Noon
JYF @ Zoom
6:30 PM

FCC Connect @
Zoom 6PM

20

21

Sanctuary & online
Worship 10 AM
Handbell Choir
rehearsal 11 AM
Troop 270 5:30 PM
Troop 2000 7 PM

Hannah Circle @
Zoom 1 PM

27

28

Sanctuary & online
Worship 10 AM
Congregational
Meeting 11 AM
Laura’s PST 4 PM
Troop 270 5:30 PM
Troop 2000 7 PM

22

23

24

Bible Study @ Zoom
12 Noon
Jill’s PST @ Zoom
5 PM
Kara’s PST @ Zoom
6:30 PM

Women Clergy @
Zoom 10 AM
FCC Connect @
Zoom 6 PM

25

26
FCC @ Free Lunch
10:30 AM
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