THIS WEEK AT FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
For the week of FEBRUARY 5, 2020
A Note From Your Pastor
Friends,
A quick note of business. I have been made aware that several folks received an email pretending to be me this
weekend. It was actually sent from an email address I have never had, not my church or personal address, but it
appears the scammer did gain access to my church email address book. The email simply asked if you were
available and said a favor was needed. If you responded, then a second email was sent asking for Amazon gift
cards. I share this for a couple of reasons. First, the unfortunate reality is we all need to think critically about the
electronic correspondences we receive - and ask if they make sense. If not, ask the person they appear to be from
using a different address or form of communication. Second, here at the church we regularly do special offerings.
However, we have usual ways that we announce them and the donations always go through the church. It would be
rare for us to send this type of email and your church staff won’t ever be asking you to assist us personally in this
manner. And again, even if it is a legitimate request from the church we would much rather you ask before
responding.
On a different note, Monday was caucus day here in Iowa. It officially kicks off the election season (although we
know it has been going on for some time already!). That means that over the next 9 months there will be many
opportunities to talk about our beliefs, our positions, our favorite candidates. It also means, especially in the climate
of our country today, that there will be many opportunities to argue with others. So, I share these reminders:
 Everyone doesn’t hold the same perspective you do.
 It is good to learn why people hold the perspectives they do.
 It is possible to have meaningful conversation with people who differ from us.
 It is even good to be in relationship with those who are different from us.
 To do so requires honoring the humanity of others, listening to learn not to change,
talking with and not past another.
We are Disciples who are rooted in our history as a movement for unity. We are a people who understand that
everyone is welcome at the table. We are a people who believe that we can disagree and still be in communion and
community together. We are also a people who have long held a commitment to justice and sometimes our
commitments to justice and to unity come in conflict. It is hard work, but important. And it is work I encourage
you to lead in doing.
I hope to see you Sunday,

Jill

Opportunity During Lent
You are invited to join a Spiritual Life Group during Lent. If you didn’t have a chance to choose the group you
would like to participate in on Sunday, you can either use this link to sign up or turn in your green form at church
by February 9. These groups will meet weekly for six weeks and will share conversation around Joyce Rupp’s
book The Cup of Our Lives and our own spiritual journeys. There are groups for adults offered: Sundays from 45:30pm (childcare is offered for this group), Tuesdays from 12:30-2pm and 7-8:30pm, and Fridays from 7-8:30pm.
There is also a group for 6th-12th grade youth offered Sundays from 4-5:30pm. If you can’t participate in a group,
but would like a copy of the book to read along, you can indicate that on the green forms or at the link.
Questions? Ask Pastor Jill.
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UPCOMING EVENTS
Join Bible Study on Wednesdays at
12:30 pm. Upcoming scriptures:
February 5 - I Corinthians 1:18-31



February 12 - Matthew 17:1-8

February 7-9 at CCC in Newton
Junior Retreat (3rd-5th grades)



Chi Rho/CYF Community Group
Will be merging to one group which will begin
meeting on February 10 and continue on Monday
evenings through April. Kids will meet with
Rebecca and Kent Clark at Capanna in North
Liberty from 7-8pm.

Ministry Planning Team: Summer 2020
Last summer we embraced a new structure where
short term Ministry Planning Teams (MPT) work
together to plan and coordinate worship, faith
formation and mission opportunities. All are invited
to be part of these Ministry Planning Teams. And
now is your chance! The next MPT, which will plan for
May - August of this year, will have its first meeting
TODAY, February 5 from 5:45—7pm. We will dream
together about the ministry to which we are called
this summer. New ideas and people are always
welcome!

FCC at Free Lunch
It is almost time for our first day providing and
serving the meal at Iowa City’s Free Lunch Program!
Here are ways you can participate:
On Sunday, February 16 pick up a tag (which lists an
item/items to donate) and bag (for you to return the
items).
On Sunday, February 23 (or before) return your
chosen items to church.
On Thursday, February 27 help with prep, serving or
clean up at the Free Lunch Program. Sign up here.

February Board Meeting
The next Board Meeting will be Tuesday, February
18 at 7pm. If you are not part of the Board but
would like to see the agenda and financial reports,
please let moderator, Laurie Dahms, know
(laurie.dahms@gmail.com).




Thursday, February 20, JYF meets (3rd-5th
grades), 6:00-7:30PM @ FCC
Youth Spiritual Life Group: Opportunity for 612th grade youth to take part in this weekly
group during Lent. .

Opportunities for Ladies
Hannah Circle will have their monthly meeting on
Monday, February 17 at 1pm at church.
Ladies Night Out this month is Thursday, February
20 at 5:30pm at Flannigan’s.
All are welcome...Come join the fun!

THE FCC BOOK CLUB

is reading God Land: A Story of
Faith, Loss, and Renewal by Lyz
Lenz. Discussion is on
February 27th, 7 p.m., at Nancy
McKinstry's home. The author will be attending
the discussion.

Compassion Concert
Join us Saturday, February 29 at 3pm
for an afternoon of music. All
musicians are invited to perform contact Laura (icdisciple.music@gmail.com) to indicate
interest. All music lovers are invited to come listen.
An offering for Week of Compassion will be taken.
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CORRECTION:
In your new Church Directory please find Jan Ricklefs’ name, cross out the 351 phone number and replace with
319-530-0843.
If you notice other changes that need to be made, please let us know.

During the Month of February you will be invited to bring items for

Free Lunch Program
See information on page 2 of this Newsletter.
*Even though we don’t have a focus item for the Coralville Community Food Pantry this month,
the bin is always under the Keurig at the back of the sanctuary and any items can be donated.

Attend the “Souper Bowl” and Support DVIP
Join DVIP on Thursday, February 20, 5:30-7:30pm at the Coralville Marriott Convention Center for the 23rd
Annual Souper Bowl. Purchase a ticket for $25 and support DVIP as you enjoy all-you-care-to-eat soup.
40 varieties from area restaurants will be available. Tickets can be purchased here or call 319-930-2030 with
questions.

Sunday, February 9, 2020
Scripture: Isaiah 58:1-9a sermon: A Faithful Fast

We’re so accustomed to hearing the Bible’s “love chapter,” 1 Corinthians 13, at weddings and other occasions that we may not really hear its meaning anymore. It can
help to listen to something familiar said in different words. What new
understandings of love does this paraphrase from The Message Bible reveal to you?
“Love never gives up. Love cares more for others than for self. Love doesn’t want
what it doesn’t have. Love doesn’t strut, doesn’t have a swelled head, doesn’t force
itself on others, isn’t always ‘me first,’ doesn’t fly off the handle, doesn’t keep score of
the sins of others, doesn’t revel when others grovel, takes pleasure in the flowering
of truth, puts up with anything, trusts God always, always looks for the best, never
looks back, but keeps going to the end. Love never dies” (1 Corinthians 13:4-8a,
MSG).

FEBRUARY
2020
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

Strings & Singers
8:30 AM
Sun. Sch./Adult
Fellowship 9 AM
Worship 10 AM
CYF /Chi Rho Ice
Skating 11:30 AM

4

5

6

Staff Mtg. 10 AM

Bible Study 12:30
MPT (Summer
2020) 5:45 PM
Strings & Singers
7 PM

Executive Committee
5:30 PM

Scouts 6 & 7

7

8

Junior Retreat in Newton 7th—9th

9

10

11

12

13

Strings & Singers
8:30 AM
Sun. Sch./Adult
Fellowship 9 AM
Worship 10 AM

Chi Rho/CYF
Community Group
7:00-8:00 PM

Finance Committee
5:30 PM

Bible Study 12:30

Cluster 12 @ 12
Arrow Charter 7 PM

14

15

21

22

Scouts 3 & 7

Jill out of town

16

17

18

19

20

Strings & Singers
8:30 AM
Sun. Sch./Adult
Fellowship 9 AM
Worship 10 AM
Joe Page Recital 1-5

Hannah Circle 1 PM
Chi Rho/CYF
Community Group
7:00-8:00 PM

Staff Mtg. 10 AM

Board Mtg 7 PM

CRC @ Fir st
Presbyterian Church
10 AM
Bible Study 12:30
Strings & Singers
7 PM

Ladies Night Out @
Flannigan’s 5:30
JYF Mtg 6 PM

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

Strings & Singers
8:30 AM
Sun. Sch./Adult
Fellowship 9 AM
Dinner Church
Worship 10 AM

Chi Rho/CYF
Community Group
7:00-8:00 PM

Bible Study 12:30
Ash Wednesday
Service 6:30 PM

Women Clergy
10 AM
Free Lunch 10 AM
FCC Book Club @
Nancy McKinstry’s
7 PM

Narthex in use
6-7 PM

Compassion Concert
3 PM

Sanctuary in use
9AM– 12 noon

Scouts 6 & 7

Scouts 3, 6 & 7

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
(DISCIPLES OF CHRIST)
900 LINCOLNSHIRE PLACE
CORALVILLE, IA 52241-3615

Sunday Services:
10 AM Church Service
11 AM Coffee/Fellowship
Church Office Hours:
Monday thru Thursday 9AM to 1PM
Phone #: 319-337-4181
Staff:

Pastor: Jill Cameron Michel
(home) 319-665-2276 (cell) 417-439-7391
icdisciple.pastor@gmail.com
Office Administrator: Peggy Bothell
icdisciple.sec@gmail.com
Minister of Music & Worship: Laura Kittrell
icdisciple.music@gmail.com
Minister of Children, Youth & Families: Kara Seaton

icdisciple.kids@gmail.com
Janitorial: Michael Hull
m.hull84@yahoo.com

10 BIBLICAL WAYS TO LOVE
1. Listen without interrupting. “To answer before listening — that is
folly and shame” (Proverbs 18:13).
2. Speak without accusing. “Be quick to listen, slow to speak and slow
to become angry” (James 1:19).
3. Give without selfishness. “The righteous give without sparing” g
(Proverbs 21:26).
4. Pray without ceasing. “We have not stopped praying for you” u
(Colossians 1:9).
5. Answer without arguing. “Better a dry crust with peace and quiet
than a house full of feasting, with strife” (Proverbs 17:1).
6. Share without pretending. “Speaking the truth in love, we will grow
to become in every respect the mature body of … Christ” (Ephesians
4:15).
7. Enjoy without complaining. “Do everything without grumbling or
arguing” (Philippians 2:14).
8. Trust without wavering. “[Love] always protects, always trusts,
always hopes, always perseveres” (1 Corinthians 13:7).
9. Forgive without punishing. “Forgive as the Lord forgave you”
you” (Colossians 3:13).
10. Promise without forgetting. “A longing fulfilled is a tree of life”
life” (Proverbs 13:12).
—From various websites; all Scriptures NIV

