THIS WEEK AT FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
For the Week of JANUARY 6, 2021
A Note from Your Pastor
Friends,
I don’t know how many of you make New Year’s Resolutions. I feel a bit like that is a thing of the past, although I
am also aware that fitness studios and diet programs still see an uptick in participation after January 1 of each year,
so the new year still seems to be a good time for people to choose again how to be their best self.
I light of that, I’m proposing some New Year’s Resolutions for friends and members of First Christian. Perhaps
you’ll choose one or more of these to commit to as 2021 begins.
FCC New Year’s Resolutions:
Pick a Zoom group at FCC to participate in - there are weekly and monthly groups happening
Sign on for worship on Zoom and see other people - it’s so nice to see faces and get a chance to visit
Pray for your pastors and other church staff - doing this daily makes a difference for us
Send a note to someone you miss seeing - who doesn’t love getting a hand written note in their mailbox?
Call someone you miss seeing - let them know they matter to you
Ask how you can serve your church even when we are apart - when you have an idea, let your pastors
know...it’s okay to volunteer!
Ask how you can serve your community - and if you need help making connection, just ask!
Choose a new prayer practice and practice it - what better time than now to deepen your connection to God?
Be intentional about how you take care of your health - remember, your physical health is a partner to your
spiritual health.
Read an inspiring book - and why not invite others to read it with you?
Do one thing each day that makes your little corner of the world better - share a smile, pick up trash, donate to
an agency that is helping those who are struggling with food or housing insecurity...what else would you add to
this list?
I encourage you to pick at least one thing from this list to do this week...maybe another next week. Choose one of
these that will be a commitment for 2021 or decide to work your way through the list.
We have a new year ahead of us. Even though we continue ministry in a physically separated manner, we remain a
united congregation with much to offer each other and the world. Let’s commit together to making a difference and
to remaining connected.
Be well,

Jill

319-665-2276 (home)

Thank you, FCC, for your generosity. The gifts you shared with us at
Christmas are deeply appreciated. We are looking forward to another
year of ministry with you.
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Mark Your Calendars...
FCC @ Free Lunch Program in 2021
Our church has once again committed to assist the Iowa City Free Lunch Program (FLP) by providing the lunch
meal on five dates in 2021. We have selected the fourth Saturday of every other month. This means our dates
are: February 27, April 24, June 26, August 28 and October 23. Mark your calendars now as we look forward to
serving our community in this way.
Our responsibility includes planning, securing, preparing and serving free lunch, along with kitchen cleanup. Your
planning committee is in the early stages of determining the February menu. Once details are announced, FCC
members will have the opportunity to participate through donations and/or service. Currently, under the altered
protocol (due to COVID) a smaller group of people are present at FLP to serve, but there are opportunities for
many to purchase/prepare and donate food items. The FLP is serving approximately 100 meals each day.

Hannah Circle
Hannah Circle will hold its meeting
on January 11 at 1pm via Zoom. If
you are already a member of Hannah Circle you
should have received a mailing with instructions for
signing in and a Bingo card for game time. If you
have not received it or are new to Hannah Circle,
please call the office to request a copy.
The Zoom meeting for this group is set up so that
you can sign in via the internet or call in (dial 1-312626-6799, meeting id: 836 0832 6029, passcode:
398647) and participate that way if you don’t have
internet access.

Regional Anti-Racism Discussion

Office Closed on Jan. 18
Remember that the church office is closed on
Martin Luther King Jr. Day which is January 18.
You are encouraged to be on the look out for events
in our community and others to participate in and
observe this day. One of the gifts of this time we
are in is that many events that might otherwise be
out of reach are now online and available no matter
where you are.

FCC Book Club
Our January meeting will be here
before we know it - why not start
reading for Book Club now?
The next FCC Book Club meeting will be at 7pm on
January 28

All laity and clergy are invited to participate in a AR/
PR discussion: "What does it mean when people say
Black Lives Matter?" We will meet by zoom for this
discussion on Sunday, January 17 at 7:00pm.

We’ll discuss Leaving Time by Jodi Picoult. This
book is a captivating tale of love, loss and
searching in both human and elephant families.

You must register for the event in advance. There
will be articles to read and videos to watch in
preparation for the discussion. These will be sent to
you in January. The number of participants is
limited so register in advance for this meeting. After
registering, you will receive a confirmation email
containing information about joining the meeting.

If you are on Facebook and have not yet joined
the “First Christian Church of Iowa City
Connection” group, please contact any of your
pastors to join. This private group is a place to
share and connect with others from FCC.
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Weekly Ministries
Join Bible Study on Wednesdays
using Zoom. We meet at 12noon
on Wednesdays.
Upcoming scriptures:
January 6 - I Samuel 3:1-20



Thursday evening at 8pm on Zoom starting again

January 13 - Jonah 3:1-5, 10

on January 7.


FCC Connect - Thursdays @ 6pm
Join us for a time of conversation with friends from
FCC. We gather on Zoom each Thursday at 6pm
(Meeting ID: 843 1879 9375; Password: 289211).

QuaranTEENS (6th-12th graders) meets each

Sunday School (preschool through 5th
graders) meets each Sunday morning at 9am on
Zoom starting again on January 10.



JYF (3rd-5th graders) meets once a month on
Zoom on the following upcoming Wednesday
nights from 6-7pm: January 20, February 17,

Join Us for Worship Each Sunday


To join us on Zoom, log in between 9:45 and
10am using this link (meeting id: 861 3802 4096;
password: 972816).



You can also find weekly worship on YouTube.

March 24, April 21 and May 19.
Please note that for security, Zoom links for meetings
involving children and youth are distributed to our
mailing list via email only. If you aren’t receiving the
emails and would like to take part, contact Kara @
icdisciple.kids@gmail.com

A WORD FOR THE YEAR

Every January, some people pray and ask God to provide a word for their year ahead. Friends have shared theirs
with me, but I was hesitant to embrace the practice myself. I’d love to receive a word like flourish; then again, I
might be like the friend who heard health and then faced many physical challenges that year.
But I tried it for 2020 and heard prepare. My first reaction was that the word wasn’t very exciting, which possibly
confirmed I hadn’t orchestrated it. Indeed, 2020 ended up full of significant, unexpected change for our family,
with careers, school, church and friends. Prepare reminded me that amid chaos, God had prepared me for each
moment and continues to prepare me for what’s next.
Give it a try! Regardless of the word you receive or what lies ahead, you can trust that God loves you and is
ultimately in control for 2021 and beyond.
—Janna Firestone
WHEEL

CHRISTIAN SYMBOL

A rotating wheel symbolizes God’s divine force. Wheels with flames shooting out often portray
God’s throne, based on Ezekiel’s vision (see 1:1-18). Some artists also show a burning wheel
when God sends Adam and Eve out of the Garden of Eden.
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Worship Guide for Sunday Worship
Each week we post an electronic worship service on YouTube (and gather together on Zoom). The new service is
available beginning at 10am on Sunday. The worship guide below will function as a bulletin for those watching the
worship service and can also be used independently by those who cannot or choose not to access YouTube.
In preparation for participating in worship, you are invited to gather some sort of food and drink to take at
communion time. Remember, these don’t have to be bread and juice or wine. If you desire, you may also want to
have a candle nearby to light as we light the candle at the beginning of worship.

January 10, 2021 - First Sunday after Epiphany
Greeting
Congregational Singing - “Let the Whole Creation Cry”
Prayer - Take a moment to center yourself. Pay attention to the ways and places God shows up in your life.


Pray for medical and other caregivers who continue to care for those with COVID-19.



Pray with hope that we will see an end to our isolation this year and begin to reunite with those we love.



Share the prayers of your heart with God.

Scripture - Genesis 1:1-5
In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, the earth was a formless void and darkness covered
the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the face of the waters. Then God said, “Let there be light”;
and there was light. And God saw that the light was good; and God separated the light from the darkness. God
called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And there was evening and there was morning, the first day.
Children’s Moment
Sermon - Both/And
We often treat darkness and light as binary opposites and often talk about them as bad vs. good. However, if we
pay attention Genesis tells us God existed in the darkness. This reminds us that God is present in all places in our
lives and through all things. When have you felt God in your “dark” times? When have you felt God in your “light”
times? How does believing that God is always present change how we live through difficult times?
Offering
During this time we appreciate all who are continuing their financial commitment to FCC using the USPS or the
“Donate” button on the website. We also encourage you to consider other ways you can be an offering beyond our
congregation, to the community and our world. Find an act of kindness to share today.
Communion
This is a table of welcome. No matter what...no matter who...you are invited to share in this meal. As you take
communion, use this moment to commit your body again to God’s work and to invite God’s loving spirit to flow
through you.
Congregational Singing - “For the Beauty of the Earth” vs. 1 & 2
Benediction

Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Anniversary

Fri

Sat

1

2

8

9

15

16

22

23

29

30

10-Vern Duba &
Jon Feaver

3

4

Online Worship @
Zoom & YouTube
10 AM

5

6

7

Executive Committee
@ Zoom 5 PM

Bible Study @ Zoom
12:00 PM

FCC Connect @
Zoom 6 PM
QuaranTeens @
Zoom 8 PM

10

11

12

13

14

Sunday School
9 AM @ Zoom
Online Worship @
Zoom & YouTube
10 AM

Hannah Circle @
Zoom 1 PM
Finance Team @
Zoom 6:30 PM

Trustees @ Zoom
5 PM

Bible Study @ Zoom
12:00 PM
Nominating
Committee @ Zoom
6:30 PM

FCC Connect @
Zoom 6 PM
QuaranTeens @
Zoom 8 PM

17

18

19

20

21

Sunday School
9 AM @ Zoom
Online Worship @
Zoom & YouTube
10 AM

Martin Luther
King Jr. Day
FCC Office
Closed

CRC @ Zoom 10 AM
No Bible Study
JYF @ Zoom 6 PM

Clergy Cluster @
Zoom 11 AM
FCC Connect@
Zoom 6 PM
Quaran Teens @
Zoom 8 PM

24

25

27

28

Bible Study @ Zoom
12:00 PM

Women Clergy @
Zoom 10 AM
FCC Connect@
Zoom 6 PM
Quaran Teens @
Zoom 8 PM

Sunday School
9 AM @ Zoom
Online Worship @
Zoom & YouTube
10 AM

31
Sunday School
9 AM @ Zoom
Online Worship @
Zoom & YouTube
10 AM

26

12-Rachel Samuel
3-Jan Ricklefs
4-Noah Yost
4-Kaitlyn Rohm
5-Michael Esmann
6-Nolan Vibhakar
6-Terry Dahms

13-Kianna Haslett-

24-David Klein

Tomova

26-Jon Feaver

14-Jim Michel

27-Grace Hall

18-Hailey Behmer

28-Isaac Samuel

22-Oliver

29-Frank Williams

Schluckebier

III

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
(DISCIPLES OF CHRIST)
900 LINCOLNSHIRE PLACE
CORALVILLE, IA 52241-3615

Our regular schedule will
resume when it is safe to do so
For now we are worshipping virtually.


Each week a new worship service is
posted to our YouTube Channel at
10am on Sunday.



You are also welcome to join others
on Zoom on Sunday mornings at
9:45am. There we will share
fellowship and conversation as well as
watch the worship service.

All other meetings are also virtual.
For links or assistance, contact Pastor Jill.

