THIS WEEK AT FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
For the Week of January 5, 2022
A Note from Our Pastor
Dear Friends,
Happy New Year! I hope that you made some lovely memories over the holidays even as you worked to stay safe
and healthy, and that 2022 is off to a hopeful start for you. I know it is easy to get caught up in fear around
COVID, especially as a new variant seems to be discovered each time we feel like we have a little breathing room.
I know there is so much loss and grief that is a very real part of our lives. I know it has been harder than usual to
feel hopeful over this last 22 months. And still, I hope we can each find a way.
On Sunday we did an exercise in worship with dissolving paper (maybe some of you did it at home with regular
paper since the weather kept many people from getting out). On the paper we wrote something we would like
to leave behind as we enter a new year. For some, it might not even mean totally leaving something behind, but
changing one’s relationship with it (remember, things like grief don’t go away, we just learn how to companion
with them in new ways). We then put the paper in water and watched it dissolve.
Following this exercise, stars with words on them were passed around and people were invited to pick one and
to sit with that word. The idea is to choose with intention how we will enter and live into the new year.
Whether the word people received was a word that will remain meaningful throughout the year or not remains
to be seen, but this gift was meant to encourage our thoughtful and intentional entry into 2022.
For those who weren’t able to be in the sanctuary on Sunday, there are envelopes containing dissolving paper
and stars that will be available the next two Sundays. Please pick one up.
I saw a cartoon the other day in which one character said to the other, “Aren’t you terrified of what 2022 could
be like? Everything is so messed up.” The second character answered, “I think it will bring flowers.” “Yes?
Why?” the first responded (as you can imagine, in shock). Finally the second said, “Because I’m planting
flowers.” Let’s go into 2022 planting flowers and love and joy and hope.
With care,

Jill

What Are Your Gifts?
As a new year begins, it is a great time to set intentions and to look ahead. This year at First Christian we will
begin the year by exploring spiritual gifts together. What are spiritual gifts? They are natural proclivities we all
have, passions and abilities that can be used for the good of people and the world around us.
You are invited to join a study about spiritual gifts led by Marian Hart. Together we will discover what spiritual
gifts are, do an assessment to identify them, celebrate the gifts we have, and discover ways we can use them.
This study will take place on Zoom on Tuesday nights beginning January 18 at 7pm. It will last for four weeks with
an optional fifth week for those who would like to meet with other similarly gifted people to explore together how
their gifts might be used at FCC and in our community. Each week’s meeting will consist of both large group and
small group conversations. To register, click here or fill out a form at church.
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Mark Your Calendars
Join Bible Study using Zoom.
We meet at 12noon each
Wednesday.
Upcoming scriptures:
January 5 - I Corinthians 12:1-11
January 12 - I Corinthians 12:12-31
JYF, our youth group for 3rd
through 5th graders, meets
tonight on Zoom at 6:30pm.
The next meeting will be
Wednesday, January 19 on
Zoom. Zoom link is sent out. Questions? Ask Kara
(icdisciple.kids@gmail.com).

FCC Connect - Thursdays @ 6pm
Join us for a time of conversation with friends
from FCC. We gather on Zoom each Thursday at
6pm.
Our holiday break is over and we will gather
again beginning tomorrow night!

FCC Gets a Green Team
At the December Board Meeting, our church
board established a Green Team and invited
Melea White to serve as its chair. This team will
lead us in study and practice as our congregation
works to become more “green” and live in greater
harmony with creation.
We will be reaching out to those we know are
passionate about this topic and also welcome
volunteers.
Contact Melea at melea.white@gmail.com with
any questions or if you’d like to support the
congregation in becoming more intentionally
“green” by joining the Green Team.

The FCC Book Club is
reading Lincoln Highway by
Amor Towles. A most unusual
road trip takes place on this
well-known route. Or will it?
The discussion will be January 27, 2022, at 7
p.m. (on Zoom), giving you time to read this
rather long, but engaging book.

Mission Focus: CommUnity
First Christian Church has a long history of
supporting local charities both financially as well as
through action. As 2022 begins, we will feature one
local non-profit organization each month as well as
ways that the church can help.
CommUnity Crisis Services and Food Bank is a
volunteer-driven organization in Iowa City that
provides support for families and individuals facing
a variety of emotional, food or financial crises.

The Food Bank provides grocery assistance to local
residents who are experiencing food insecurity. One
way that FCC will be supporting the Food Bank is
through a collection of hygiene products such as
soaps, toothbrushes, toothpaste or toilet paper.
You may bring the donated items to the church
throughout the month of January or if you are
unable to bring items to the church, please contact
the church office to arrange a pick up. Collected
items will be delivered to the CommUnity Food
Bank at the end of January.
In addition to the collection of hygiene products, we
will be organizing a small work group to help at the
Food Bank on January 28 from 8:30 - 11am. The
work to be completed will be determined based on
the needs of the Food Bank but may include things
such as restocking shelves, repackaging food,
cleaning, etc. Use this link to sign up.
Access to food and basic hygiene is a fundamental
human right and we ask that you join us in
supporting this effort through your donations, time
and prayers!
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PRAYERS & PRAISE


We pray for Steve Strah who will be having surgery on January 10.

 We continue to pray for Dale Kepler who is recovering from eye surgery, David Hudson who is home
following a hospital stay over the holidays, and Kalea Seaton who is recovering after having her wisdom teeth
removed.
 We pray comfort for Diane Hertel and family upon the death of her nephew, Joe; for Colee Hospers and
family upon the death of her nephew-in-law, Alex; and for the Thomas family upon the death of Jay’s lifelong
friend, Steven.
 We celebrate with Charlie This
Hall who
graduated
from high
earlyprivacy.
and with Don Anderson & Jane
section
covered
toschool
protect
Dohrmann their safe arrival in Canada for sabbatical.
 We pray for Lora Morgan Dunham’s sister, Tina, who is hospitalized; Linda Flinn’s cousin, Janelle, who is
hospitalized; and Gayle Cuppy’s niece, Justine, who is having surgery today.
 We pray for those in Colorado in communities recovering from fires including Jon Feaver’s brother and
family.


We pray for those with COVID and those caring for COVID patients.



We continue to pray for those who are in a nursing home, homebound, have emotional and physical needs.

Please always let your pastors know about surgeries, hospitalizations, or other pastoral care needs.

We Need You...
If you are willing to serve in one of these roles on Sunday mornings, please use the links to pick a date to serve.
Click here for Greeter
Click here for Usher
Click here for Scripture Reader
Click here for Acolyte (Kindergarten—6th graders)
Questions? Contact Nancy McKinstry (nancy.a.mckinstry@gmail.com)

THANK YOU FOR YOUR THOUGHTFULLNESS AND GENEROSITY!!
The Christmas Gifts are highly appreciated!

Pastor Jill

Damian Rivas

Happy New Year from the Church Staff!!!

This Week at First Christian Church

January 5, 2022

Worship Guide for Sunday Worship
The worship guide below serves as a bulletin for those who worship in person or on YouTube.
Each week we post a worship service on YouTube. The new service is available beginning at 10am on Sunday. The
worship guide below can also be used independently by those who remain home and are without internet access.
In preparation for participating in worship, you are invited to gather food and drink to take at communion time.
Remember, these don’t have to be bread and juice or wine. You may also want to have a candle nearby to light.

January 9, 2022
Greeting
Hymn - “What Was Your Vow and Vision”
Prayer

Children’s Moment
Scripture - Luke 3:15-17, 21-22
As the people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning in their hearts concerning John, whether he
might be the Messiah, John answered all of them by saying, “I baptize you with water; but one who is more
powerful than I is coming; I am not worthy to untie the thong of his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy
Spirit and fire. His winnowing fork is in his hand, to clear his threshing floor and to gather the wheat into his
granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.”...
Now when all the people were baptized, and when Jesus also had been baptized and was praying, the heaven was
opened, and the Holy Spirit descended upon him in bodily form like a dove. And a voice came from heaven, “You
are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.
Sermon - “Living Baptized”
Special Music - “Waterlife”
Offering
We appreciate all who are continuing their financial commitment to FCC using the USPS or the “Donate” button.
We also encourage you to consider other ways you can be an offering to the community and our world.
Communion
As you take communion, use this moment to commit your body again to God’s work and to invite God’s loving spirit
to flow through you.
Communion Music
Communion Prayer
Hymn - “I Am the Light of the World!”
Benediction

Thank you!
Thank you to those who joined our staff in leading worship on Sunday, January 2: These include: Nancy McKinstry
(Greeter), Beth Pelton and Maggie Keyser (Ushers), Malinda Thomas and Handbell choir (Musicians), Maya Seaton
(Acolyte), Kyle Rector (Scripture Reader), Jon Feaver (Elder), David Klein and Grayson Seaton (A/V), Jim Michel and
Marcus Seaton (Valet Parking).

Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

Sanctuary & online
Worship 10 AM
Handbell Choir
rehearsal 11 AM
Troop 2000 7 PM

Ministry Planning
Team @ Zoom
5:30 PM

9

10

Sanctuary & online
Worship 10 AM
Handbell Choir
rehearsal 11 AM
Troop 270 5:30 PM
Troop 2000 7 PM

5

6

Bible Study @ Zoom
12 Noon
JYF 6:30 @ Zoom

FCC Connect @
Zoom 6 PM

11

12

13

Finance Team
6:30 PM

Nominating
Committee 12 PM

Bible Study @ Zoom
12 Noon
Covid Response
Team @ Zoom 1 PM

Clergy Cluster
12 noon
FCC Connect @
Zoom 6 PM
Arrow Chapter 7 PM

16

17

18

19

20

Sanctuary & online
Worship 10 AM
Handbell Choir
rehearsal 11 AM
Ministry Planning
Team 11 AM
Troop 270 5:30 PM
Troop 2000 7 PM

Office Closed

Spiritual Gifts Study
@ Zoom 7 PM

CRC 10 AM
Bible Study @ Zoom
12 Noon
Kara’s PST 6:30 PM
JYF 6:30 @ Zoom

Ladies’ Night Out
5:30 PM
FCC Connect @
Zoom 8 PM

23

24

30

7

8

14

15

21

22

29

Laura out of office—on vacation

Sanctuary & online
Worship 10 AM
Handbell Choir
rehearsal 11 AM
Troop 270 5:30 PM
Troop 2000 7 PM

Sanctuary & online
Worship 10 AM
Handbell Choir
rehearsal 11 AM
Laura’s PST 4 PM
Troop 270 5:30 PM
Troop 2000 7 PM

4

25

26

27

28

Spiritual Gifts Study
@ Zoom 7 PM

Bible Study @ Zoom
12 Noon
Jill’s PST @ Zoom
5 PM

Women Clergy
10AM @ Zoom
FCC Connect @
Zoom 6 PM

CommUnity
Workday 8:30-noon

Jill @ Minister’s Institute

31

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
(DISCIPLES OF CHRIST)
900 LINCOLNSHIRE PLACE
CORALVILLE, IA 52241-3615

First Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ)
900 Lincolnshire Pl.
Coralville, IA 52241
319-337-4181
Office Hours:
Monday - Thursday, 9am to noon
Staff:
Rev. Jill Cameron Michel, Sr. Pastor
Home Phone: 319-665-2276
Rev. Kara Seaton, Minister of Children, Youth, and
Families
Rev. Laura Kittrell, Minister of Music and Worship
Peggy Bothell, Office Manager
Michael Hull, Custodian
Lori Smith, Bookkeeper
Damian Rivas, Technology & Communications
Merric Bowers and Kalea Seaton, Nursery Staff

BIBLICAL RESOLUTIONS
Hold firmly to your faith (Hebrews 4:14)
Assemble with the saints (Hebrews 10:25)
Pray & thank God earnestly (1 Thessalonians 5:17-18)
Petition God for great blessings (Malachi 3:10)
Yield not to temptation (1 Thessalonians 5:22)
Notice opportunities to serve others (Galatians 6:10)
Examine yourself daily (2 Corinthians 13:5)
Work diligently for the Lord (1 Corinthians 15:58)
Yearn for righteousness (Matthew 5:6)
Exercise godliness (1 Timothy 4:7)
Aim for sinless perfection (Hebrews 6:1)
Redeem the time, living wisely (Ephesians 5:15-16)

