THIS WEEK AT FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
For the week of JANUARY 29, 2020
A Note From Your Pastor
Friends,
Wow! That was my fir st r esponse after wor ship on Sunday. I think I said it fir st when I tur ned ar ound and
saw people exiting the kitchen and everything cleaned and put away behind them. Then I stopped and took a quick
inventory and realized there were so many things to be in awe of..
Wow! To a chur ch willing to tr y new things.
Wow! To those who eager ly said “yes” to being table hosts.
Wow! To those in “usual” Sunday morning roles who were open to doing things differently.
Wow! To the volunteer s who shopped for food and other needed items, who jumped in as soon as they
arrived at church Sunday morning to start helping with food, who stayed after worship to clean up serving dishes,
package food, and reset the Fellowship Hall.
A special Wow! to our youth who came at 9am and walked into the kitchen asking how they could be put to work
and then faithfully did their jobs.
Wow! To each and ever y one of you who shar ed a pr ayer concer n or an insight on the scr iptur e, who met a
new person because you happened to be at the same table and in doing so made a new friend.
The list of things that make me say Wow! could go on and on. And, delightfully, it does each and every week we
worship together and in so many ways that we share ministry. Thank you for the joy of serving as your pastor.
And, let me share a few other pieces of information:
 We plan to do Dinner Church worship the last Sunday of month through April. If you missed Sunday, you have
at least three more opportunities to share this experience. The planning team that will be working on May August hasn’t met yet, so I don’t know if they’ll decide to continue it or not. But for now, this will be our plan
for early 2020. We will evaluate the details...a few things may change a bit...but overall the experience will be
similar to what we did Sunday. And for these months, this Dinner Church meal will replace potlucks.
 Our church directories are in. Many of you got yours on Sunday. If you weren't here or missed getting it, we
have one for you. They are in the church office this week and can be picked up there. Or we will have them out
on Sunday. Each directory is marked with a post it note with a name on it, so make sure you get the one that has
your name!
 As Peggy is sending out this newsletter on Wednesday, Laura, Kara and I will be coming home from Minister’s
Institute in Newton. This is a gr eat time to be with cler gy colleagues. It is also an oppor tunity for us to
continue to learn and grow. This year the focus of Minister’s Institute is on anti-racism and pro-reconciliation.
For 20 years our denomination has claimed these as values. But here in the Upper Midwest we increased the
investment this year by beginning to require clergy to do continuing education hours each year in experiences
focused on the theme of anti-racism. I’m excited about this additional requirement and excited about what we
three (as well as other clergy people from FCC) will bring back to you.
I hope to see you Sunday,

Jill
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UPCOMING EVENTS
Join Bible Study on Wednesdays at
12:30 pm. Upcoming scriptures:


Sunday, February 2, Chi Rho/CYF Event!
Lunch & ice skating at Coral Ridge Mall: meet at
FCC @ 11:30am, pick up at FCC @ 2:30pm. Youth
should bring money for their own lunch but
skating will be covered.

January 29 - Isaiah 58:1-12
February 5 - I Corinthians 1:18-31



February 7-9 at CCC in Newton
Junior Retreat (3rd-5th grades) - sign up now!

MPT (Jan-April 2020) Meeting
A quick reminder to those on the Ministry Planning
Team that has been working on January - April’s
plans that we are meeting Wednesday, January 29 at
6pm. We will evaluate our first Dinner Church
experience and look ahead at upcoming ministries. If
anyone else has feedback they would like to share
about Dinner Church, please feel free to email Jill
before this meeting at icdisciple.pastor@gmail.com.

Ministry Planning Team: Summer 2020
Last summer we embraced a new structure where short
term Ministry Planning Teams (MPT) work together to
plan and coordinate worship, faith formation and
mission opportunities. All are invited to be part of
these Ministry Planning Teams. And now is your
chance! The next MPT, which will plan for May - August
of this year, will have its first meeting on Wednesday,
February 5 from 5:45—7pm. We will dream together
about the ministry to which we are called this summer.
New ideas and people are always welcome!



Chi Rho/CYF Community Group
Will be merging to one group which will begin
meeting on February 10 and continue on Monday
evenings through April. Kids will meet with
Rebecca and Kent Clark at Capanna in North
Liberty from 7-8pm.



Thursday, February 20, JYF meets (3rd-5th
grades), 6:00-7:30PM @ FCC
Youth Spiritual Life Group: Opportunity for 612th grade youth to take part in this weekly
group during Lent (more information below). .

Spiritual Life Groups:
The Cup of Our Life
Lent will be here before we know it. Again we’ll be
offering Spiritual Life Groups with the study this year
focused on Joyce Rupp’s book The Cup of Our Life.
Spiritual Life Groups will be offered as follows:
Sundays, beginning March 1, 4:00-5:30pm at church;
Melea White leading.
Tuesdays, Beginning March 3, 12:30-2pm at Kara
Seaton’s home off Linder Road.
Tuesdays, beginning March 3, 7:00-8:30pm at Paul
Davidson’s home near Benton and Mormon Trak.

Compassion Concert
Join us Saturday, February 29 at 3pm
for an afternoon of music. All
musicians are invited to perform contact Laura (icdisciple.music@gmail.com) to indicate
interest. All music lovers are invited to come listen.
An offering for Week of Compassion will be taken.

Fridays, beginning March 6, 7:00-8:30pm at Jill
Michel’s home in North Liberty.
There will also be a group for youth in 6th-12th
grades offered Sundays, 4-5:30pm at church with
Max and Yury Clark leading.
Even if you can’t participate in a group you are
encouraged to get the book as this will be a Lenten
focus in worship as well.
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During the Month of February you will be invited to bring items for

Free Lunch Program
Our date to serve at Free Lunch is February 27 so the Tags and Bags for needed items will be
available at church on Sunday, February 16. Pick up the tag for what you intend to donate and
return it Sunday, February 23 in the bag provided.
*Even though we don’t have a focus item for the Coralville Community Food Pantry this month,
the bin is always under the Keurig at the back of the sanctuary and any items can be donated.

For Your Use During Worship
Remember, in the back corner of the sanctuary (formerly the children’s area) there are tools for you to use during
worship:


There are new cushions for those who need extra padding to sit through worship. These were purchased by
the Hannah Circle and have handles for easy carrying.



Tools for prayer and to be used during worship (prayer beads, journals, labyrinths, etc.) remain available.



Bags for young children and binders for older children are also available in this corner.

Did You Know…
You can listen to Sunday’s sermon on our church website each week.
There is other good information there and on our Facebook page, too.

Sunday, February 2, 2020
Scripture: Micah 6:1-8 sermon: Justice? Mercy? Humility?

CHRISTIAN SYMBOL
ANCHOR CROSS
The anchor is a symbol of the Christian’s hope in Christ. “We have this hope as an anchor
for the soul, firm and secure” (Hebrews 6:19, NIV). The early Christians used this cross
during the days of persecution. They saw hope in the anchor’s cross, while non-Christians
saw nothing but an anchor.
JUST SAYING: Remember and never doubt it: With God’s help you can do incredible things. Never think down;
always think up.

—Norman Vincent Peale

FEBRUARY
2020
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

Strings & Singers
8:30 AM
Sun. Sch./Adult
Fellowship 9 AM
Worship 10 AM
CYF /Chi Rho Ice
Skating 11:30 AM

4

5

6

Staff Mtg. 10 AM

Bible Study 12:30
MPT (Summer
2020) 5:45 PM
Strings & Singers
7 PM

Executive Committee
5:30 PM

Scouts 6 & 7

7

8

Junior Retreat in Newton 7th—9th

9

10

Strings & Singers
8:30 AM
Sun. Sch./Adult
Fellowship 9 AM
Worship 10 AM

Chi Rho/CYF
Community Group
7:00-8:00 PM

11

12

13

Bible Study 12:30

Cluster 12 @ 12
Arrow Charter 7 PM

14

15

21

22

Scouts 3 & 7

Jill out of town

16

17

18

19

20

Strings & Singers
8:30 AM
Sun. Sch./Adult
Fellowship 9 AM
Worship 10 AM
Joe Page Recital 1-5

Hannah Circle 1 PM
Chi Rho/CYF
Community Group
7:00-8:00 PM

Staff Mtg. 10 AM

Board Mtg 7 PM

CRC @ Fir st
Presbyterian Church
10 AM
Bible Study 12:30
Strings & Singers
7 PM

Ladies Night Out at
Flannigan’s @ 5:30
JYF Mtg 6 PM @
FCC

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

Strings & Singers
8:30 AM
Sun. Sch./Adult
Fellowship 9 AM
Dinner Church
Worship 10 AM

Chi Rho/CYF
Community Group
7:00-8:00 PM

Bible Study 12:30
Ash Wednesday
Service 6:30 PM

Women Clergy
10 AM
Free Lunch 10 AM
FCC Book Club @
Nancy McKinstry’s
7 PM

Narthex in use
6-7 PM

Compassion Concert
3 PM

Scouts 6 & 7

Scouts 3, 6 & 7
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11 AM Coffee/Fellowship
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Monday thru Thursday 9AM to 1PM
Phone #: 319-337-4181
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(home) 319-665-2276 (cell) 417-439-7391
icdisciple.pastor@gmail.com
Office Administrator: Peggy Bothell
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Minister of Music & Worship: Laura Kittrell
icdisciple.music@gmail.com
Minister of Children, Youth & Families: Kara Seaton
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