THIS WEEK AT FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
For the Week of JANUARY 27, 2021
A Note from Your Pastor
Friends,
I was reminded in an email conversation I’ve been having with Dave Hudson this week regarding the Jonah passage
we heard in worship that every text contains many sermons and that, while I love the act of preaching (and the
preparation that comes before), one of the downfalls of a sermon is the lack of conversation.
Because, as we talked about in worship on Sunday, Jonah reminds us of a hard reality - that people we don’t care
for, or even hate, still fall within the scope of God’s care. As people of faith, this is an important reality for us to
embody.
And yet, it is not simple. Not only is it not easy to do, but the conversation from the text isn’t even that simple.
After all, while God remained interested in the people of Nineveh, we can’t lose sight of the fact that they repented
and it was then that God relented.
Sometimes we tend to hear one truth - like God’s care for all people - and then we throw the baby out with the bath
water. In fact often we scold ourselves for judging someone else or we tell ourselves that there are many possible
opinions. And there are many situations where this is appropriate. It is okay for me to choose cinnamon ice cream
and you to choose mint chocolate chip. There are even more significant situations where we can take different
approaches and both be equally right.
But what happens when we are dealing with sin or evil? See, that was the case in the book of Jonah. This wasn’t a
cultural difference or a difference in taste, but the Ninevites had done something wrong. We aren’t told exactly
what but the words used in the NRSV translation are wickedness, evil and violence.
And suddenly the claim of God’s care for all people becomes more complex. Because, yes, God loves all humanity.
And, no, that does not set any of us free to live in evil ways or perpetuate violence upon others.

Perhaps Dave put it best when he wrote, “It is possible to care about, love even, those who disagree with us, those in
whom we have nothing in common, even those who are repellent to us. But can we truly love those who deny us
not only with hate but with actions based on that hate? Can we really accept and forgive those who would destroy
any with whom they differ? Can we really love and forgive those who are guilty of atrocities?” These are the truly
difficult questions
Because while the commandment to love our enemies is at the core of who we are as people of faith, we also live in
the tradition of the prophets and of Jesus, both who were willing to stand up and speak truth to evil. We, too, have a
responsibility to stand up to evil and to speak prophetically, even as we have a responsibility to love.
And so our discernment continues. We continue to listen to God and to one another. We continue to seek to know
the difference between moments when many right answers exist and those when there is right and wrong, good and
evil at play. And we continue to pray for the courage to speak in the face of evil.
Friends, this is not simple or easy and it is work that we do best in community. I hope that we will continue to do
this work and that we will find more opportunities to engage the complexities of our faith together.
Be well,

Jill

319-665-2276 (home)

One other thing: as we continue to work to remain connected during this time of physical separation, Vickie
Korroch will be joining our pastors and elders in the work of pastoral care. Many of you have gotten a chance to get
to know Vickie a bit since she and Elain first came to First Christian a few years ago. Vickie will be making phone
calls to check in and see how you are. So, don’t be surprised if you hear from her. I know she is looking forward to
getting to know some folks better this way and I hope you enjoy getting to know her, too.

The season of Lent begins with Ash Wednesday on February 17 and leads us to Easter.
Be watching next week’s newsletter for information about small groups and events during Lent.
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Mark Your Calendars...
FCC Book Club
The next FCC Book Club meeting
will be at 7pm tomorrow night.
We’ll discuss Leaving Time by Jodi
Picoult. This book is a captivating tale of love,
loss and searching in both human and elephant
families.
Use the Zoom link or dial in using your telephone
to join this conversation.

Hannah Circle to
Keep Meeting on Zoom

Young Adults
Valentine Painting
Party
Join other young couples from
First Christian for a painting party. Julie
Fitzpatrick will lead you through the steps to
create a piece of artwork together. Canvas,
paints and brushes will be supplied for you.
RSVP to Pastor Jill (icdisciple.pastor@gmail.com
or text 417-439-7391) BY February 3 so that
supplies can be purchased and delivered to you
before the event.

Hannah Circle is First Christian’s
women’s group and, after a COVID hiatus, has
begun meeting regularly again via Zoom. Whether
you are a long time Hannah member or new to the
group, you are welcome. The next meeting will be
on Monday, February 15 at 1pm. These meetings
are accessible via the internet or by calling in using
any telephone. Mark your calendars now.

More details will be coming, but mark your
calendars now for our annual congregational
meeting on Sunday, February 28.

If you are on Facebook and have not yet joined
the “First Christian Church of Iowa City
Connection” group, please contact any of your
pastors to join. This private group is a place to
share and connect with others from FCC.

The purpose of this meeting is to approve the list
of nominations of people who will be serving in
leadership roles in the coming year(s) and to
celebrate those who are completing terms of
service.

Congregational Meeting

This meeting will take place on Zoom and people
will be able to sign in using the internet or call in
using the phone.

An Opportunity to Support our Children’s Ministry
As we begin the new (to us) ministry of Children Worship & Wonder, you are invited to
support and grow this ministry. We’ve created a Sign Up Genius, with the opportunity for
you to sign up to sponsor the purchase of an entire story, or to make a donation in any
amount. After you sign up, your donations can be mailed to church or submitted online at
our website. Just please be sure to indicate they are for Children Worship & Wonder.
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Weekly Ministries
Join Bible Study on
Wednesdays using Zoom. We
meet at 12noon each
Wednesday.
Upcoming scriptures:



QuaranTEENS (6th-12th graders) meets each

January 27 - Isaiah 40:21-31

Thursday evening at 8pm on Zoom for both fun

February 3 - 2 Kings 2:1-12

and meaningful conversation.


Sunday School (preschool through 5th
graders) meets each Sunday morning at 9am on

FCC Connect - Thursdays @ 6pm
Join us for a time of conversation with friends from
FCC. We gather on Zoom each Thursday at 6pm.
Join us every week or once in a while.

Zoom (note the time change from last fall)


JYF (3rd-5th graders) meets once a month on
Zoom on the following upcoming Wednesday
nights from 6-7pm: February 17, March 24,
April 21 and May 19.

Join Us for Worship Each Sunday


To join us on Zoom, log in between 9:45 and
10am to share conversation before worship.



You can also find weekly worship on YouTube.

Please note that for security, Zoom links for
meetings involving children and youth are
distributed to our mailing list via email only. If you
aren’t receiving the emails and would like to take
part, contact Kara @ icdisciple.kids@gmail.com

CHRISTIAN SYMBOLS
THE HAND OF GOD
God’s gentle Hand is guiding,
But it doesn’t push or shove,
Instead it clasps our human hands
And leads with Grace and Love.
We find within this Hand of God
A heavenly Strength indeed,
And as we follow, God provides
For what we truly need.
—Peggy Ferrell,
Prayers and Poems

Chi Rho
The Chi Rho is an ancient monogram of
Christ. The symbol is composed of the first
two letters of the Greek word for Christ:
XPICTOC (pronounced Christos). There are
many variations, but the most common
form superimposes the “X” (Chi) on the “P” (Rho). Although it
isn’t considered to be a cross, the Chi Rho invokes Jesus’ crucifixion. The symbol has been in use for more than 1,600 years.
Early Christians used the Chi Rho as a sign of their faith, and
Constantine the Great placed it on his soldiers’ shields.
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Worship Guide for Sunday Worship
Each week we post an electronic worship service on YouTube (and gather together on Zoom). The new service is
available beginning at 10am on Sunday. The worship guide below will function as a bulletin for those watching the
worship service and can also be used independently by those who cannot or choose not to access YouTube.
In preparation for participating in worship, you are invited to gather some sort of food and drink to take at
communion time. Remember, these don’t have to be bread and juice or wine. If you desire, you may also want to
have a candle nearby to light as we light the candle at the beginning of worship.

January 31, 2021 - Fourth Sunday after Epiphany
Greeting
Congregational Singing - “Called As Partners in Christ’s Service”
Prayer - Take a moment to center yourself. Pay attention to the ways and places God shows up in your life.


Pray for those whose lives are impacted by extreme weather from tornadoes to winter storms.



Pray for those who are working on the COVID vaccine rollout here in Iowa and around the world.



Share the prayers of your heart with God.

Scripture - Deuteronomy 18:15-20
The Lord your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among your own people; you shall heed such a
prophet. This is what you requested of the Lord your God at Horeb on the day of the assembly when you said: “If I
hear the voice of the Lord my God any more, or ever again see this great fire, I will die.” Then the Lord replied to
me: “They are right in what they have said. I will raise up for them a prophet like you from among their own
people; I will put my words in the mouth of the prophet, who shall speak to them everything that I
command. Anyone who does not heed the words that the prophet shall speak in my name, I myself will hold
accountable. But any prophet who speaks in the name of other gods, or who presumes to speak in my name a
word that I have not commanded the prophet to speak - that prophet shall die.”
Children’s Moment
Sermon - Speaking in God’s Name
Speaking on behalf of God is no small tasks. Consider this week: how you decide who to listen to when it comes to
discerning God’s voice and how you know when something you say or believe can be attributed to God.
Offering
During this time we appreciate all who are continuing their financial commitment to FCC using the USPS or the
“Donate” button on the website. We also encourage you to consider other ways you can be an offering beyond our
congregation, to the community and our world. Find an act of kindness to share today.
Communion
As you take communion, use this moment to commit your body again to God’s work and to invite God’s loving spirit
to flow through you.
Congregational Singing - “Take My Life”
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Sunday School
9 AM @ Zoom
Online Worship @
Zoom & YouTube
10 AM
Dinner Group @
Zoom 6 PM
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Dinner Group @
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Bible Study @ Zoom
12:00 PM
Dinner Group @
Zoom 6 PM

Women Clergy @
Zoom 10 AM
FCC Connect@
Zoom 6 PM
Quaran Teens @
Zoom 8 PM
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Trustees @ Zoom
5:30 PM

Bible Study @ Zoom
12:00 PM

FCC Connect @
Zoom 6 PM
Young Adult Couples
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Zoom 7:30 PM
Quaran Teens @
Zoom 8 PM
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9AM @ Zoom
Online Worship @
Zoom & YouTube
10 AM
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Sunday School
9AM @ Zoom
Online Worship @
Zoom & YouTube
10 AM

Hannah Circle @
Zoom 1 PM
Finance Team @
Zoom 6:30 PM

Board Meeting @
Zoom 7 PM

Ash Wednesday

Clergy Cluster @
Zoom 11 AM
FCC Connect @
Zoom 6 PM
Quaran Teens @
Zoom 8 PM

Bible Study @ Zoom
12:00 PM
JYF @ Zoom 6 PM
Ash Wednesday
Worship @ Zoom 7
PM

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
(DISCIPLES OF CHRIST)
900 LINCOLNSHIRE PLACE
CORALVILLE, IA 52241-3615

Our regular schedule will
resume when it is safe to do so
For now we are worshipping virtually.


Each week a new worship service is
posted to our YouTube Channel at
10am on Sunday.



You are also welcome to join others
on Zoom on Sunday mornings at
9:45am. There we will share
fellowship and conversation as well as
watch the worship service.

All other meetings are also virtual.
For links or assistance, contact Pastor Jill.

